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BEGINNING OF FOREST LEGISLATION IN WEST BENGAL 

'''' &' 0-
In ,8611, Dr. DIo!tr\t:hBrandlOl, whlleon 

hill """'" from Bu..-. IN_ MJ. .'1 10 
CEb_.tIIla: up1be~ oftb ...... ,·' boo .. _111"'_ 'elaltldla,''', I ,_ 
tithe *>nata tiBer,' aDd ... ballttad. hlI 
PI_" to the ~ of Inotia fur 
'''' LZvnl thae ba2>l. loa. IHPwl, lEI 
-MJ' la6S, tM OLi_"" I'" IDdIa 
"1' ' 't;tw,C1ooui' E' oototB """1iR 
it. 0lt1eDt*> to the <lO" - ".tlo:r> alb .. 1ii 

.. --",. ',' 
o "4'''..... '.. • 

1 to_the 

... 
'p&, .... n '1,&'*t'77 

The lbI.mder & ........ of fol .. L(y In 
1ndi& ..... r , ' rlIbtfnalthct {nr,f.,.u..t "* '. e id. 2."',1 ... _: 'I .. 

ptL'wOian ...... men·s ...... t."..1 FIUd! 
dated 1" No:wembeJ' IBM froIrI the 
Q~O.aenl I.. Council to the 
e ' darJ ." ar.t.: <III tbe •• J I at "" 'e 

....... that: 0 _ bat d)a ..... ,' ... the 
dealr\lClioll or iolw, are .... " the 
difficult), of rt'produciDI It 2 .. 
~tal>Io:, aDd the. ...1Il' d mq 
to tbIio = '....,...... i I .. truth tbI to.Uoo:y 
that '\lie ~ ." 100"1" ill oIludf 
r IIriI)r ... 
tIW: it will be 

__ . 11' ... ____ ~ 

.,,_~_ .. ____ :;m1J _ ... 



c:amo 111"' .......... llOt Mq 1116& 111 eo '?J 
puU .. !heBnlilb ..... i .. ! w'.8 .' 

7 ow =tl'W ' -'l.u~WD 
41 .. stt 

8 : I'M' 1 of the ClFA, 1865 ddned 

~t hiECta .. "mlI::b.1aDd __ 
lIOi~ ~, bruNnruod orjlml'e, .. .t>IllI be "* iid In, .......niaDcc wtir, tile ., vi 

8: don ci tbk Joel tn be INbJuct I!a Ita 
p.o' , w .... - . :h .. lI fIltho Ad ut.p!'lotecI 

tbooI .... Loo:u:I. Oc 'UJI!! .tIe 1J$iiQ'. "" 
Cl_IU n :i""-';" _ ....... • 
POf' " ... citblooAd....,. .... xl.idwtir, 
0.., bn.::oh ......... J"""'" p ..... 'd that. 
~clo .a:ihti:::a. ..... oId "'" w1:>ri4aE 01" 

,7 ,e ~ ..m.tincr4la ofizldfY\d.uale .... 
wLLL:mwoldee, 8ectIoD:: 3 PIId 4 of the Joel 
..,~ th, J..ocool. Ck:ftmmetotol tn-" 
rulM, .... b:jo:ct 10 CL>!!Iir....tk: by the 

;o;.;.;.;'~n.or?GCner.l in. Ce .. n.~il. for 
tim!. fIII.w:.:r .-II ,. r' P""·· .... - ; 

neet, .hrub ..... d .. I .... t ••• Itbl" 
0 .. = t Pw_- "" ORI' a.It!p. friIirc aDd' SJh,. Itaw(; by I*ltI':k. tbc 
H-en, ci fir-. aDd doe ....... ci ... 1tIo: 
witi'! o:ur:b. .... : I.: O!b::. Tbe ruJaoo ""Id 
Uo '\Ie &em"" b" ....... 1izII; tlo:I \>PC eL 
.b ,:u:d .. n·'· b" the: b n:~?r eL 
tid.: lor ... CU1~ of timber from 
G<NG" .. ent Ji'_ by J.ytr:c of--. the 
pc , ,:od ..... for hw I al i: C ..." dl:J~ eL 
....:I: Pi ....... :u:d for:rq:""H .. 1he dun... 
fIltho a e'.' .1't08c:a.c:I:upd wilt: tI:a 
m,,, ••• m.,,t .n.d co" .. n • .:::q: 01 
001= 771 "'cula 8,,'.·. 1 .... 8 

I : ".ed LUQ' pal" ..... M or \ ..... 
P Sid .. :u:. c' • ci (l,,,.: .. '" 

... EI atLt Inft:jn,· .... nt of tho ..w... m.d" In, 
pWiOUIUOCiOi cfthioo Act' to oonut IUQ' pa ..... 
'n t Ii I'n, mu' of....:h ruIe8,....s .... C10f 
/zoJ" ='1::1. t1mbK CI" but pn:d .... 
In...:lftd. I.::o.u.ch I.::ofrl ....... ent. 8 't!:m 13 
pco.1JM Il:.:::t.-ll fin:ao:wd; :.ltk!u: "n+r 
..ttii\ "'_<l ... ~,..,, __ Ift'JJ 

tho ruJaoo I L Be! 1M: ....... """'- "". H'c'· ., 
in tbc" " .:.. ribod "" Iho o..t:: fIl Crim".' PI........chItL S ,L.,. 14 col lIN: Act 

L I mod tIJe I.:Oe.::I. a--......... ID readt 
thor ·reI". ... .:''7 ' ,.. ... the oil: I Mrwlum. 
thn>c: m:::rtIh. ... ~t. 8: ,tion 
17 eL the Joct .lIpouiatncl thut I!O chc"Jc eL ... 
<>l'I'ence "nd .. tIJe Ad wauId be m.titu'-l 
ettept wIlhI.::o u.- ....... tho: aft:or the 
..... m' ·""cteucha&:ncc, 

The ar.t~......, n.otili:::::;I, kI. 
the ."'" I J 0 tILt em 18th Julr 1865 
.....nne tv tb:I _I:d In the Ix .t..­
e(tbepo ml""'. '1"CDhll ' nnu_u 
tbe Sal foo.: If ot the Tena dioobOob 

......... ,:-1FT!be VI .. ", l.....t 1Enh 1b".!Ke1". ]~l , A. c:ode ciruleu .... the 
bet .... m.n ......... t :uod. caiOhul. of the 
fW .. t.u of Brltll.l: (liklrim ~e. D:uj:-l'nll, 
IlDd .... tbe OFA, 1865. n:cc:lYCd u.c 
""l11li I rt' ...... "'the OO'LiLLl ant ofincll& an 
5th 8epla"tier \.66 (llt.J:t:bIn&. 1'nlI), 
Ib l 

..... !he_p.I_tollbl: ...... t.kI. 
tbo: o...u. • ..,..., ... ·Ih·:cd ..,. U:c 
Ce I s .. at IDd;Io: tI:n:u:II> .", .. 111: ..... 
........ I &tI:: Ji'ebnMJJ' 1.1'I,Th:!K .... 
,0, • ..; :1 t'N'O dlMj_:' 507 C:(beobo, 
.... ape....4 PH .od Plxm,.AIl im:ut 
reIOerYIOu.m.. In tJatLP'1 CI" North Benpl tn 
be p1'i!dvol!, til 1.1'1',1'11 J>n>: I l:t.d. an the 
buiJo ollh::: O'A. 1I165:uod. the JUk:u c-de 
tho:n:w!dc:rlJlq,1964), 

ACWlU:IM ... tI!1.GJ'4, lMI 

AM' Mp u col1h:::QPA, l8654id_ 
pee: C ID be NM • I )<,111 tbc lint ph "". It 
pi. ' u1 to dMl Oftiywilt:!he no os "cont 
..... .,.U, But the defbll\lon. of U>e 
~ PwQOt:lpvca ill the Act ..... 
..... t ..,......, of __ -""CD, Boodm PVwdl 
(l~ ,..lled thI& d""n1t1m: 1"'P"1 ltl\,'t :uod. 
I'Deptl.".,...,.,.., lie remerI<ed th:v.l:"Ind : 1, 
it fIhc d-nn'tk:a.l1e mpb' L : ... : IiDcc u. 
b at Ie IUJd CII\=u:1 w!1:h tra:., etc" aDd 



rulca, 1b" .. ,b:e, .... be hmrd nnder t:hi8 
Act 10 t.c:1111a~ 'the 
rJ&bta"(8t.ehbJn&. 
10 define 'the Iem1 ' 
1865 luted ~ yean .... 
mpa_led by a ...... Act lI.tIed "!'he Iodl.n 
PwCitAct, 1878' (lP'A,1878). 

Twdlen_ ·Aat,l""~'t'IIoflll'T8l 

TheIF.\, 18'78 cameln10 force on 8th 
Yan;!h 1878 In matIJ' ~ of 'the ~ 
Jmtia iDcludiDg 'the Lower PnwiD<:cI (u 'the 
Ben .. ! aid "-",,, ....... lei:ned 10 • thm 
tIme). 'l'h1II Act provided for'the con.tI1ution 
of'Re. 'iW F"orett' (R.I'.) [Chapter II] .nd 
'PIotcekd. Fore.t' (p.P.) (Chapter IV] CId 
WeI. down 'the pi.......o.un: iDrt:hi8 purp<IE. h 
.... m.de provlaIona for 'the am.tttntion of 
Villa,e Furuta (Chapter III) and 
man;; 'cat of f .. CiLa and Iwnd. which, 
t:houF- 'do nat. hdCWIl10 'the (lWUiiU":"'1, 
~ need pro1ectlon' (Chapter VI). It 

empoiien:d 'the UK:al Go.ernment 10 m.J.e 
rulCi fur impwiDr; duty on timber (Choopter 
VII]; rqulaq 1nDai1 of timber aid other 
b Cit produce (Chapter VIII); and mI1rrtiofl. 
ofdt1tl: and ather manded timber (Chapter 
IXI. The Act idu1ti&:d 'the ~ in 'the 
R.F'1I (SF &a. 25) aid !be P.F'1I (S:.lion 32) 
which oould be ApIded u uflEncea and. 
WeI. down 'the proo:edtIno tortrial of ofI'enceII 
cui impoUion of penooItiCI (Chapter X). 
The Act made !be proviauR of tbc c.ttle 
Trq;+M Act, 1871 _wahle 10 'the R.h 
and 'the P.h, but IorId down adlfretent acale 
fur Ievyiq m.e. for 'the ;'poundcd cattle 
(CUp1cr X1).'Ibe Act deflned 'the term 
'ForH1 0fftC0I" (Sectlon:ij, empoweted the 
UK:al Golet limen1 10 _1 'the 'Fore&1 
01Ii0er' with oertai:n pooou. (8cction 71), 
n-oopri..... Po .... 1 0fBcc:rw u 'public 
wefftlIf (S.,tiofl. n), and. barDd them from 
trad1nl In timber or other Il>n:IIt-pmduce 
(S •• &a. 74). 'lbeAct UolIWI.e prorioIionw 
furlnvoM,IC'the bend'dvicw from 1I R.P. or 
a P.F. !n. pt£ientlna; ftrea and otren .... In 
.ocb farea1 (8er:1lnn 78).l1aio1o prmIded for 
a prooeduno fur , ...... uilII: 'the ""'""'" due 10 
'the Go.uhmen1 on aoc:oun1 of 'C.=.1C 
from 'the ft>rMt:·produce (S"tSanw III and. 
32J (Anon., 1878]. 

PIA .. t 

Aller 'the pi'OIII"JpH<n of \hi: IF.\, 
1878, fn:o:h DOti!Ic-.ti0n8 ....... l .. ucd 
~ all the re' • oed b .. ts "nder the 
....... Ac:t(Ray,1964). 



U'A.l • .,.a..put* .... '.' 
1t181D1Liu' ,' .. to....aotheapm!r:ncc 

."theo/d bo"'.... ,a."pm.' ........ 
\be ",,;, L • """ '" tile IP '" I m. bo the 
ADDu.! Ro; I b: lw.:l-!», tbo: COP, <rlcd 
m.t: on.-l8 DO _., "eno In Ro=p' 
..... b!V- ..wy thI..II HI, 110 ... II>III1I:h 
.bet: " tile e: :tioG 67 '" the IP", IS71I 
n' Wi mI''''''' , "' .... nmlr.lbu..Re, £ 
..... .....,. of 1Ia, 100 ID" ...... 
otrenCM,' A..ru.u.., ,!!I!, ooo!OOW_'&:ItInr; 
.. 0< ,= ,m ont hoomNer .." 'Wac II; ill. • 
wh75'jLe., q' c d, 2JJ_vl 
SUDdrl ltleritlen. fDmn) III. the 
IIwldo:rbIl>a" ... dot '1 In 1910-11 hut 
DO .odoD o:ould be ,*'"' ... b." the 
culprit. """UIIl Re; "" 1911012). The 
Dh1.t....-l 'orut om ....... (0,,_0.) 
fnoq75=tly ...... r'. 1 !hot tboI pn.U:,. 
I:mpoII.cd by \.he eo.- ... the o&nd ....... 
too meG 0, In alit' a IC IIi ...... ." then: 
....... OUIO 01, br.pcl' M ,., izI 1912--13, 
only 3 .. ", at bop WUtcn 2rt In 1915-1'I. 
.... ,. 6 _ vllmjll' '1" 'lit In 1914-15, 
and DII.b' teD pCUDII.. WO", PUll. 
I:mpcirn--tln 191$-16: D...,'" 1 da;J""" 
.....u..r ... :5 daJII """"UIIl IIaport, 1915: 
I~h_ ' ,I: ell !hat '" -"1"'2' 
aI!r=' _1* S .od1O .. 1OCDurt 'e·-dvl 
~ oom""e .. tIon. 
1915:161, Mi', .. 

_75 __ ~,there1aaJwaylO .. 
Iaqr: Q1IUIIiIJ' DC ~ tl.bcr \Jinr; 
wboutthe~,'Hc. 22 h"u.t:'",jf 
Itlabo:ldtbd.kb 

•• h.a'¢'1zhbPz_ 
U- III. maJ!o _ aDd II:mber ".,.... their 
Ibi .. t, thD ~ .Ita, tI ........... ID be fOr 
the F.....t J)cpartmcDt tn take ""'" the 
- ,nES ,-,lI: vl thom:,' "'nNW' JIt.,.t, 
1'115-161, " LLS , ?boo Z., 'l 01 
..,,~ kbr ,-b' tA,,_ ID -.... 
pu!1Ca fOrb .. , p .. >dYLOO)cd. ID friction aDd 
.... hoonMred "",",u.!IIaport, 1911,111). 

•• 'dm",tIoe:.A,.l.'" 
The rItA, 18'78, et!b t.d RI em 

tha GrA, lil6!l and which. twl. PfD"'\lI8d .. 
_del b' ~ hoal """ "' .. 
a" ' ., .,. the 0..,. ,,'tb '2 ....... 

.... ctlELd ID 1927 _ the Wire hrcat 
Act, 19lI7 (lJ'A, 19l1'1), 'ftIe &>llawtqold_ 
and .:,-'- lor the ...... Ac1: .... ~ 
.hilz:mtn>4,..;,.theBilizltbc'illatun:: 
"The 'rA, 1878 .lI.d It. n.rtDU • 
MII.eSl'1-=tzo line J>.n 1:ftNab.tlled. CIne 

""ectm""t; lM!&"e .. 01 the Ac1: hal been 
iwpa,cd te)ie. ad .... ~ DCthc On .I 
0.", AI<:1.,II19'7; ~ __ .' s",Tm 
the_, 1 ..... 01' TM=2011ba1PA. 
117S ~ '-" IZIteroiod .. 1!tI:t: ,: :'Ib> r.:zI 01 
&ction, 42 .., .. In brlnI it izI • 'onnity 
wtth.t:.t all1 ... tn bawl been, the orfcInoo' 
In, .. " .... 01 the law; aDd'" nm", been 
_--cd_lhe_td. , iII. ... old>e 
P r.JPtionVDofI8111'(B:oze, 19£09), ........ 
11178 aDd tIa ,a... -.!nrntw1 
bit .. .. 



H_._n86andtheSchedule ........ 
L4 .1Iicd by the ~ and Amendinl 
Act, 1947 (Act D of 1948) (Mon., 1979). 
Thill. In Kl'ect, mMn_ th.t the IFA, 18'78 
!Olon& with Ita amendmenta and __ 
tulCIo and otdcno iHucd Ihe=mder hu 
comcbGklntofOn>c! 

Ind!en_22t_.I927~ZVI,.,I9271 

TheIFA, 19:t1camelntoA>rceon21.t 
Sept..mber 1927. 1'he ch.n .... 1n the 19117 
Act ............ n and 00LIIIi001ed mU!I,y in 
Ledraftint: the IFA, 1878 and it. 
amendmentL The ......n "" ..... Ind"ded. 
In 8ectIon 3G(b)- permIaIon to cla ... 
portiotIII ofP.FlI and su.pc:Lld rillhw thctcin 
for a me:rlmum period of ~ ycat8 ... 

CM"pAt'8d. with the twent;,-JMI1I t!Dd In the 
1I'A, 1878. In Section 79. the du_ ... the 
public topt1OftOL1t and ati",'illh hc8tm.. 
and help the mc.t .,.. police offlocn In 
ptc:antma:beatnfl'enreo ...... cIerlfted.and 
m.de ........what eztenaIVe (Ch.mplon • 
Orm"toc, 1%2). 

An:n"m-a'" In theD'.&,. 1H7 
1.TlMeC ! "U'n'.1I1ta 

The IF'A, 1927 hu been adooptod. by 
the ~ of:t.w. Otdcn: In 1937, 
1948. 1950and 1956w1thaa.tobrlne;tl 
in conftJrmit;,- with the coniltlllltlona! 
ch·n .. ,. The kt _ ·mended by the 
InM." F'on:8t (Amendment) N:t, 1930 (Act 
XXVI of 1930) when 'Kuth' (Smu:oerla 
lappa) _ Induded. In the 4efInItIan of 
!i'OI'CIItProd" .... Thekt_ natoomendcd 
by the InMan F'on:8t (AmendmcntJ /oct, 
1933 (Act 3 of 1933) when the term 'Owner' 
_deftn,,",. 8ectIon 8611nd the Seh""'uleof 
the Act ....... ~ by the Rq: .alinland 
Amendm,:Act. 1947 (ActDofl948) (An<m" 
1979). 

2. TIMe ._ ..... p,,.,'emtm .. '" 

"'" ... 

I) IIedIonOI 35. M, 37 and 38 (Le., whale 
... ChapW V deoolin& with wut .. )} Oft!' 

in ... ta lind land, not bciq the 
ptope1l;J of Qc:unment) of the IFA, 
19117 ha.., been UT 'alec! In their 
.ppljnotim\ in Weet Bcnpl .. per 
Section 63 of !be Weet Ik=pl Pllutt 
ForeawAct, 1948 (ActXIV ofl948). 

2) The Indl.n Yoreot (We,t Benpl 
Amendmentj Act., 1975 (Act XIV of 
1975) cameintor.,...... on 6thM.,y 1975. 
It ·mended Sccti<m 68 (puwa to 
", .. ,"JJ2IU! ofI'encea) of the IFA, 19lI7 
and, Inter _, uIh..v:ed the limit of 

JUD<IW1t of wmpenulion to be ..... F-ed 
fran the ux:uacd. to Ra.II50. The AmC 

.mendment alMIlncreued the acale of 
lil>eforcaWe-b ......... pt : 'r\bedln 
Section 71. 

3) The Jruli·n Yore,t (We,t Benpl 
Amendmentj Act, 1981 (Act XXXIX of 
1981). became etrecUft on 15th 
Deoemberl98l.Itamende4S' lInn2 
at the IP'A, 1927 by includinc Sal 
(ShoRa rubuomj IEch, Sal Ie" ... , 
Kend (mwpj'" me1.nM!l'i=) leue:;. 
and wild onimAlil with their parta and 
pruduct. in the dcfini1ion of Forc.t 
Produce: and by dc1IrJiq the term 'wi1d 
anImal'. 'l'hIa amendmenta1ao Inwz ted. 
ChapwVIDAIliIdS' linn 51A to the 
IF'A, 1927"thuoun~the8_ 
Gove:rnIDU1t to mala: rule, for 
relulatlnl mllnufacture and 
~ 01_ bMe4 on lD"",t --. 4) The Indi·n Forc,t (We,t Benpl 
Amendmentj Act, 1988 (Act XXII of 
19118), which came In to !'ora! on 3rd 
"ebruary 1989, made ... epinl 
~ in the IF'A, 1927. It ·mClI'Ird 
Scctiono: 26, 33. 41, 42. 51, 51A, 52. 
53,54,55,56.58.63. 681l1ld. 74. 1l1ld. 
m.ert.ed new IIedIonOI vk., 52A, 59A, 



S98, 5'JC, 59D, 59E, SW, MO, 6!IA, 
66A ... d HA. Ia __ , 1hio 

'777' &I'N' JIIIc; vzh;r1Dr 
..... ~ ' ...... 'Et ... __ ; ·7!1 4aMltbt 
1>l'1l&I. 0li'l<. ,. u.,...,.\e...... ""mmllO 
frIlIIl R.h aDd Ph; jOCuoi oIood WI bwt ,e • wIl:h KEDI-t"' ..... ' pow",. 10 
.... aM "",,"_te whl_ aru\ 
1aI,Io""nbou...t.lnlhzwtoft'en .... ; .....t 
c=z'e .IIa ........ t '" bot oil' ·w .. 
p'z-'ahdw A ,_ 

I) 'E. II¥: o .. "'zr.o_"'''.k' :wtl 
a.lboot~I'I.h .... "'7 . ':_the 
,.... &.B I_!III .. I"~:: . " .' , ._P, .C'!-

:II 'i. ,?x; _of"'.tMp'" b._ 
ID ~ fI:",~ of _1aI'Il S 'p' ...." 
kolm btbo--=rrom 1!IIIs..06w 191G. 
11. Wo .. L sE"pI & AI_ I , ,lariat 
FrIDdzJc om .... Sh'lJon• 

., ~' : Anme! , wt 0( 11M ,.. 2 : 
~ IA Bm.: lie' ~ __ 
1941-4:1, 1943-44 _ IH4-'1S.' ", 
OOE_ -Pnu,AJpon,B, 1 

51 "",,\Oro! Pra_ Reparte OIl V ...... t 
~lAthe7"I # .. .,0111 .' 
too the,.... 1945-46 PUJ:I. 1946-47, _ 
e p'O.,ar_ ... t_."1% .. 

II A11J11HI ,.. u» .' R.~ ... to «I r_1 

"ov,._t._r 'toothlo • _ a- 1,...,_ ... ,"',,, w_ 
7 pC: a IF' ,,\1\ L 

71 "LL" al PIP » • , ;:art «I ""_ 
..... "1 u._ In •• 1 3, 'I" lor t!M 
,.... IHI..Q: to 1973-74, PP"'". • 
1tIa_ c.u. 0IIIcII of \be C,C,", (W.­
_ .~.0J1" , 

II) ........ [II.,.): /18. 511... VII of IS.,.. 
a...emm..rIC lirol_.CaWtta, 

91 -. (1927): 'nM lndlaL "" EEtAo\:, li'~7 
IAOC XVI '" lt271, C m ,,:I I'll\' tI 
l1li ' '" C&k\I1:IL • 

Iq _P9'1'lt:""'E :1;;" .... -.J97I 
~ .. u. Eol"'-I~"' " ,of .... , 
J' __ c.....,-AIUw,_1ldd. 

III BEL p,' h(1to4~(IM9t.B"IIa"~ 

of "" .... [SIb. "'II:::1II, n.. ~ _ 

'. 
13) 7"Ir4 U, 11" " 118l:lJ: A 1Iknu.al '" ..rw..,. I , " .... _na·· .. 
I~ .... T.5II.11..... ",. 1 of.... t 

" .... _3:_7 I I "I 
Fa; ,C '''''7 Vel' • 1li.J ' .~ III 
Fa; ' . c.lc!o>\tL 

I5I_'.IU·,(1921~'nM"'d.of_ 
(yoLQ.J'oIrALaLo, I ""don 

16) 8E.::bblae, • . ,,[I923):-n...r-tam_ 
(Yol.lIIJ'ohot ",-,,_d_ 




