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One step away from extinction!

Eghlhof a serigs

Wan Yow
IE Somaizan thuno & fust
¢ step tewands eaning-
tionl There are 5o tvo ways
abocd JL it ing for ils
bife, &5 2 <pocies, v prob-
ably ouly 50 o1 I than Immd.l
viduaks k- workhexde, reckoned Dr
Sen. Assistant Directoy of Sabab
Wildlife

1L b an cmogeeey
Even Or Terns Borh, the quaster

In 1956, the tarpalionad Linony
of Conseretron ot Karures | IIX;R:TJ
put the Sumatran rhiny un #s
st which caregorized it as
*Critically Endangreed’ or - jint
nne step oy [mm exuncriant

S0, feow [az o one strp?

As quickly a blink of the vy, this
Jwesome Spectes can st vanish
from Plasiet Earth diogether.

Extinet in West

Take Atdaysia. the amimal used
o oexisl in West Malaysia and
Sarmwak. As negent &8 12 years ago,
there were scvim anmabs in the
Sungei Mesun Rhino Sancruary,
Proonsula Mabsysia

Bexg A1l gor wiped out in 2 madter
v just oo yeat, the kst which died
in Brecenber 2003, said to have
e Killed by & Bzl docase talked
surm, - cused by 3 [xmtm:rn iy-
panusozes of several spetics which
inlect the hlood. cawsing fover,
wenkness, letbargy, weight lass,
angmia, eoding in lotd poboning
M.ispl'cmi to have nriginated frem

taminatrd [ood, waler or the
m\rlmnwm.

30, the Sumatman shine kadgome
extingt i West Malaysio - gone fors
cwTr

Extinet fn Serawak

In Sarmvak, consenationasts dis-
covered 3 poputaton of the animal
in the Batu Eawd and At Munud area
and initizted 2 prodection area
e T20-hectare big, afics a Qurry
of excitement,

ft nothing has been boand
about it since. (o otber veomits -it
has abo gone extinet in Sarovk o
well}

Than Yan Koo Veteran Salxh
Sabab adventure dsvkker, wéd he
used to see badak {rhmo) inscrbed
an a log besk in 2 nhot in Bama
Lawi and beard Londuyehs calk
about hunting fur rhing homs, in
wme of the even mips there
between the 1970 and 1990y, B
the jungle had been deforested
Snlie!

B e

A beaithy kmale Sgmatran ridnn photoprophed in Legser Nations) Park. Samatra.

The Sumairan rhing onee inhal-
ited the mmforests, swasps and
clond forols in India, Bbutan,

Banglidesh.  Ayanmar,  Laos,
Thailand, China, but oo by oov,
thizanimal disippearcd from these

vasl Tange sounirics, Ir.nmgunl)
some vir settersd popuations.
Indosresa and Sabah |

Sabah neat?

In Sabab, the count i a kwv 1001
even bess, says Datuk Or funaids

alicr terent cimers taps
mdicare no sipn of the ammal
Tobin Wildlife Brscrve.

Given such 2 Tow ncal pamber
and low pool, &l too, has
arrived at the gawe of heli in Sabah -
the sobering tth (hal exinction is
Fostooe dep oyl

Same cheersome oows fom
Lerser, Swmabm
Amids gloom and doom, there
i slill some choorsume breaddm:
news  from Sumaira’s Lesuser
National Park for us lo ding to
ope.,

Just & every body Uhuogll the
anmal had " gune yxtieg in
Sumatrans 2.5 million-hectare
Gummg leteer Nztiopal Park,
Acheh Provinee, after 26 vears had
gone by with pa reat evidepee of ib
exdstence, then all of a sudden, sofne
TOO- 1000 pictures tken by 30 hid-
den movement triggened cameras
between July 2011 azd April 2012,
confimned positively the extence
of six femakes and one male |

The Xinsant cameras «tup on

trees near wallowe, ueed infraned
muss to detect muverent of ank-

erwilbioul sonnd and
mlhnula il.jLﬁlbl.lﬂk

m:l!-;zcm identify 1 male, 6
fromm pletarey

The finst plonures rapnm:d <hnts
arhine on Deconber 8,

Haw tfid they idrnufytm'c-:r{;am
I picturs alone Lhese were six
&ﬂnh:ﬂdnnrndr?

To grender, rhine 13

rphnﬂlg'ladrhnokmﬁm

The mak has a telartvely langer

boddy.

And although bulk the made and
femak have twa horm, the male
horn is much lenger and poinled
while the fernale harn is shirrter snd
blunt

Besides the pichoey, an inferest-
ing pant uf (he find indnde 1000

sunvy. which led them to conctuﬂn.
that the aren has an etimated po;
udation of between 7 27 hcullhy
individuab,

They also found 1S active wal
=m1nd38inmtivr-almolwn}-

i 1

wWowl That's quit a ot at thix
mement uf crisis.

ﬂ.km](imkﬂaw'Eunplmm

This writer mel Jamal Gawi,
Chairman  of Leuser
Intermationa] Rhne Femmdaton, at
the Masch 31 th Apnid 4 Sumatian
Rhino Crsis Snmmur  ar  the
5 Loo.

He wis costaic.

“OL course, we oot vy, very
harppy. Kow, after 26 years, we really
kntnw the shinus are still alive in the
Letiner Ecnysiem,” be said,

" We hav been attending indcr

] Pﬂﬂlﬂ'c\hﬁdﬂth me\miw Prrk ~ A phote dwwing a
Smnatrin cbing soaking lo s mud waflow ezpiured by @mera traps,

ralionad conforencs on the plight

of the Asan and Asian rhino, when

they Ik aboul the Sumatran chino

Matus in Eruser, they always pant a
L ety

Degativel

* Now, we o1 prove fo them we
have found the rhina, they am
ative.” Jamal enthuset

'Som of the rhines which pur

camer had aplawed ac In good
hmlth whith s very good. You can
see frum the piclures et they are
qoite healthy and look very strong,
From ouf dentification ceedse, we
determined Gx females and one
mnle.” farmal swid.

“So0n after Ihat, we staied o
tsmh]ishttu-rhh;zrmeﬂimlmiu
for moniioring ing the
habitats, ene Erom the soul {
and enc from the vouth” Jamal
«aid.

SHll ma znd produchng
balvies in the:

irrresing finds include
rwmnu of a inulbker xd baby,
Jamal spid

*0ne or iwo platuro show Iwo
mature rhines tngether and this &
stunning because osually rhines
onmpete wilh cach other and fghi-
ingr 50T you fincl prva thinos close by
gmlmbly this & o pair of make and

male meaning they ae reproduc-
g in dhe wild end L paprilation
ﬂngr;)]:; h:]s;nd. ramngagﬁm—
mery hal soze thuns

Al eedin, et hes wha
I:uhu:ux

anc b oexctly what Stelen
l‘-’ltgdrr WAWFLGermany had said.
15 shows pristection of e
Sumatran rhing isn't deomed to
failure,” bat warned that quick
achon i peeded because news of
the finds cwukd atiract poachers.

Discovered by accident

Amangely. Jamal's team sram-
bled vn the rhines just when they
were oot iooking for it

h was all by acodent (huy
naticed thino tracks while they
were suveyiny and searchang for
tigers in the anrth of Levser. That
led to the instaflation of the 30 cam-
etas on trees near the

“Rigght mow, we are planning for
mure surecys in now Incatisne
becuse the cwment locanions cow
enedonly three of nine sites, so there
are still six o seven locations to
oy’ he nuted

The surprise - 2 ‘highland'

How f';r:f:f:nﬁmmg Lewser
Naticnal the cupital
of Acheh? il

“Quite [ar, Jhﬂu’t em-and-half
days by roed,” he said

The word ‘gunung’ (meaaing
mount) begged the question
“hnhﬂthi:rlimmg:l&mlmd
o highlonet

The sexrch For tigor it Borthero Loover
weridpntally Mambled fnio riioo frstks.

Aml.mnkhknlan:rhal:lﬂnalParL
CM K

AN
e S O
Jaomd figed - Chepbromom of Leoxer
Lolormnntinm Rhioo Famdation,
Jmma) shol back vatk 2 big no-
il

=N o, ok bosy larsd. This 15 2 very
wnigue bedding actually. The Hiiron
we found are actually highland thi-
nos. Mait al the patures eprurcd
thino were 1500 rooes obove sea
level That's vnique oo, oven in
this mreting, we brar prople saying
U Swmairan hino is a owkmd

SROTIER,
hwdmwr[lndhg;.lh:imm‘r

rinpo is 3 hightind species,” Jamal
conirided,

founst rhito oot print a2 11.000f11
Winich tntar there were gite

Symatr@n thins in the Kinalxda

area and they do vemmure 1p to
i s,

Leazser Nazional Bask protecoed?

= Yo, threy ane inside o protectoe
arra. isolaved from the theeats so far
bul v have to be very carcfol
because based on our suvys, wr
abso kvostizate Wegal aruvilies
arotord the habitats and we also
fourd some illgal  activitics
approarhing the habitats now, *
Janad conceded.

“That's wiy we established the
Rhina Pretsction Units 1o really
eal with this bssuc,” he said

Dots alt chat mecan [amat Gavn
aot wrricd that the species will go
eEnc?

“Nn, | am o) very worricd
because we don't readly how
many s Bt in the fust sght
o in the 23, he said.

= Fur cxamprte. if it bss han 25,
then yom knaw, i will be very fif-
cull to survive.” he said,

Critfea]l mass - 25 s not pocd
mmrfapupmmndbnﬁr-

vidualy s the erirical meres, Jamal
it

“The sire is achually 10O
Thar's why we hope that we can
find msoc chines In e new koG
tioas, and il we can find more o
0 & the stow focations aod if e
papulation 1s moare than 100, then
wr i be 4 ke bl mose boppy
with that,” frmad wished.

Lexoer ~a Wodd Sire
Levwris Z5m hectare [n size bur
vafy i Sm hectares abe prmtected -
r.bcs-amrnzc-mﬂemm
2004, Unoieu  dexlaned

the Bukit Bartsar Matinnad Park in
Somalra « World Iicriluge ‘iiu:.
}sewm they satinfd Criteria WU =
or “autsinading scenit beauty,

for cutstanding representatiam. of
significant engoing ccologival and

and ~ignificant natumal habitats for
inrsitu conservation



