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Challenges in conserving black rhinos in Lewa Wildlife Conservancy, Kenya

John P. Tajeuma
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Rhinos in Africa are facing the worst poaching crisis since the unprecedented slaughter of the 1970s and
1980s. Significant numbers have been killed in the last 3 years for their horn and Kenya has been one of
the countries hit the most. If urgent measures are not taken to combat these poaching gangs soon, the
gains realized in the last 2 decades will be lost and the African rhino population will begin to decline.

With a current stock of 64 black and 53 white rhinos, the Lewa Wildlife Conservancy, a heavily guarded
private rhino reserve and one of the strongholds of rhinos in Kenya, has not been spared this catastrophe.
The Conservancy has lost 4 black rhinos to sophisticated poaching syndicates in the last 2 years.

In this paper, | plan to address the successful story of rhino conservation in Lewa up to 2009 and
challenges that we have faced in the last 2 years. | also plan to address the critical counter measures that
we have undertaken to secure the Conservancy’s population.

AAZK's Bowling For Rhino Success Story
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You are the KEY to the success story! You are that dedicated person that organizes a “Bowling For
Rhinos” event year after year. Can one person, a group or an organization make a difference in worldwide
Conservation? You bet and we have done just that! Come see what has been done and where we are

going.

Many of the animals Bowling For Rhinos supports are still around today because of conservation
organizations like The American Association Of Zoo Keepers. It was predicted the African elephant and
the Black rhino would be extinct by the year 2000. Although the numbers have dropped dramatically in
the last 40 years, the fact that they are not zero is a significant success. This presentation will show how
the hard work of “Bowling for Rhinos” has paid off for conservation worldwide from the lowland
rainforests of Indonesia to the dry grasslands of Kenya.

“AAZK's Bowling For Rhinos” has raised over $ 3.7 million since 1990 for some of the most biologically
important places on earth. By conserving the rhino’s habitat, we have greatly improved the odds for
countless other species struggling to survive in the wild. This paper will stress the impact “Bowling For
Rhinos” has had on the survival of many species worldwide.

“Bowling For Rhinos” funds now go toward Lewa Wildlife Conservancy (LWC) in Kenya, The
International Rhino Foundation (IRF) for work in Indonesia and Action for Cheetah-Kenya (ACK). All 3





