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In 2005, following a five-year period of rhino poaching, Solio
management decided that a dedicated rhino security and
monitoring ranger team was necessary. This required an
initial investment of some $250,000 and an annual operating
cost of $100,000. In the first instance, funding for this came
from company reserves and through the establishment of

a new cattle-milking operation. Since the Reserve was a
business unit in its own right, it was necessary to cover the
additional costs by increasing revenue from tourism.

Solio is renowned for rhino breeding; over 150 Solio-
bred individuals have been relocated to help establish other
breeding populations. The management did not want to
jeopardise this breeding success by exposing the animals
to stress from excessive tourist traffic. They also wanted to
maintain the habitat and wildlife as naturally as possible. To
accommodate more tourist traffic, they would have needed
to improve and extend the road system, which would have
affected the animals and their habitat.

The answer lay in adding exclusivity value by controlling
the number of visitors and vehicles in the reserve in order
to minimise disturbance to the wildlife, to control pollution
and give guests a more natural wildlife experience. The
tourist franchise in Solio was granted to experienced high-
end safari operators Tamimi Kenya who were to build a
luxury lodge, manage the two established campsites for up-

market mobile safaris and control the number of day visitors.
Owners Mikey and Tanya Carr-Hartley shared the vision

of Solio management to give guests a really unique wildlife
experience.

SOLIO LODGE

Solio Lodge was opened in August 2010. Situated at the
southern end of the Laikipia plateau, the Lodge nestles
between the Aberdare Mountains and Mount Kenya and
guests can fly in to Solio’s own airstrip. Accommodation
consists of six cottages, four of which house two people while
the others can be used together for families, with extra beds if
required. Maximum occupancy is 16 people. Each cottage has
a private lounge area warmed by a corner fire, as well as large
bathrooms with double sink, bath and shower. With large
glass windows and a deck in front, guests can relax and take
in the panoramic views, which are framed by Mount Kenya.
Exclusivity, privacy, exceptional game viewing and
luxurious accommodation are hallmarks at Solio. Guests
currently pay $620 per night in high season with a rack
rate of $545 per night. In addition there is a $60 per person
per night conservation fee. Apart from day and night game
drives, guests can also enjoy horse-riding, nature walks,
excursions to the Aberdare mountains and helicopter rides
to Mt Kenya for a day of fishing or a picnic surrounded by
breathtaking views. ®
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