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. ’ H Vietnamese, from rhino poaching on private and state
PHASA PreSIdent S Oplnlon land, from cross border smuggling and from the theft
Peter de Villiers Butland of rhino horn from stockpiles, museums, etc. and Far

Eastern syndicates.

e In the light of the evidence and the questionable le-
gality of the end use of certain rhino horn hunted in
South Africa, PHASA strongly advises its members

The judgment in the case of the SA Lion Breeders’ As-
sociation against the Minister of Environmental Affairs has been
given at last, the noise from the various parties has died down
and South African hunters can hopefully put this sorry saga

behind them. A DEAT spokesman summed it up well, saying not to book and conduct hunts with nationals from
“Hunting is an important industry but we must manage it in ac- Vietnam or other Far Eastern countries until Govern-
cordance with defensible standards”. ment “has removed this abuse from the SA legal sys-
Although not all were guilty, the standards which some tem” which it has undertaken to do in the near future.
clients were prepared to accept to tick off a lion on their trophy e PHASA members with a long term interest in South
lists were indefensible. And the willingness of some “PHs” to African hunting and conservation are strongly urged to

take those clients’ money and to pretend that they were “hunt-
ing” a wild animal was despicable.

The damage done to the reputation of our country, to its
image in the hunting world and to the reputation of all South

heed this advisory.
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will take some time to overcome. But it is time to move on.
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NAPHA Press Release for the
International Hunting Com-
munity

The Namibia Professional Hunting Association (NAPHA)
has informed you about the circumstances that lead to the sus-
pension of issuing leopard and cheetah trophy hunting permits in
Namibia. NAPHA also informed you that we recommended to
the Ministry of Environment & Tourism (MET) to impose a mora-
torium on the issuing of leopard and cheetah Trophy Hunting
Permits for 2010 to get “our house in order” so that a jus , ethical
and sustainable utilization of our valuable natural resources can
be warranted.

In the meantime we want to assure our esteemed inter-
national clientele that we will not tolerate any misconduct by
either NAPHA members or non-members that could jeopardize
the future of our hunting sector. We, therefore, appeal to the
international hunter, please book your Namibian hunt with a
NAPHA member to have the guarantee of recourse.

We also want to bring to your attention that we have ac-
cepted a policy of zero tolerance if NAMIBIAN hunting laws are
transgressed. The responsibility of law-enforcement lies with our
Ministry of Environment and Tourism. However, NAPHA has
decided to utilize all additional means available to increase the
collegial pressure to respect our NAPHA Code of Conduct, the
Code of Ethical Sport-hunting for Africa and the Namibian hunt-
ing regulations:

1. We shall inform our international partner organizations like

Safari Club International (SCI), Dallas Safari Club (DSC)

and International Council for Game and Wildlife Conserva-

tion (CIC) of any misconduct.

Law transgressions will be publicized within our own ranks.

3. We will inform clients about illegal operations of their

PH's/outfitters.

We will notify other relevant authorities

5. This could lead to the enforcement of the LACEY Act in the
US, with possible severe consequences for the hunting
clients themselves.

6. Regional Professional Hunters Associations will be in-
formed about the misconduct and /or the transgression
should their member be involved.

r
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NAPHA MISSION STATEMENT

The fundamental purpose of NAPHA is to enhance and
maintain, by effective management, an organizational infra-

structure that can serve professional hunting members,

clients and other interest groups.
Our intent is to ensure and promote ethical conduct, sus-
tainable utilization of
natural resources, and to secure the industry for current
and future generations

Page 4

SCI on Rhino Poaching

Nelson Freeman

Safari Club International (SCI) condemns the recent poach-
ing of white rhinoceros in South Africa committed by criminals
posing as legitimate hunters. This elaborate impersonation
scheme has allowed several poachers to obtain rhino hunting
permits, then put the rhino horn into the illegal commercial
trade.

SCI President Dr. Lawrence Rudolph applauds the new
laws that the South African Minister of Water and Environmental
Affairs, Buyelwa Sonjica, has introduced to deal with this and
pledged SCI's support to raise awareness of this issue. “We
call upon the officials of other governments, both those that may
be involved in the export of the illegal rhino parts and those on
the importing end, to work closely with South Africa to put an
end to this trade and upon hunt outfitters to report any suspi-
cious approaches to the authorities,” said Dr. Rudolph. Dr. Ru-
dolph also expressed support for the statement by Peter But-
land, the President of the Professional Hunters Association of
South Africa (PHASA), that likewise condemned this illegal prac-
tice. The PHASA statement noted Butland’s “extreme concern”
about legitimate hunting being associated in any way with
poaching and illegal trade.Dr. Rudolph went on to explain that
funds from legitimate hunters who have taken white rhinos legal-
ly in South Africa for many years have led to a resurgence of the
white rhinos in that country. “Legitimate hunters are proud to
have been a part of bringing this great animal back from the
brink of extinction,” Dr. Rudolph said, “and SCI does not want to
see established international conservation work and the good
name of the hunting community spoiled by criminals posing as
hunters.”

Zimbabwe: Occupied Farms

TAU SA North informs that a discussion that was held
between representatives of organized agriculture in Limpopo
and representatives of the Southern African Commercial Far-
mers Alliance of Zimbabwe on 30 - 31 July 2009. During the
discussion it became apparent that some South African Outfit-
ters take hunting clients to Zimbabwe which by itself is no prob-
lem. However some clients are taken to stolen farms making
deals with the illegal current land beneficiaries causing that re-
sources built up over generations being destroyed. TAU SA
North informed PHASA that such outfitters might run the risk of
having to compensate the true owners for game taken and loss
of future income as a result of these actions.

TAU SA North cited the judgment of the SADC Tribunal
with respect to the ownership of agriculture property in Zim-
babwe and the clear principles applied in the case. Refraining
from presumably illegal actions will also assist in the prevention
of the total destruction of the fauna and flora by the illegal occu-
pants of the land.
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