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A number of problems still exist among African mammal names. Vespertilio megalotis, Genetta
maculata, Choiropotamus and Myomys should be recognized as invalid synonyms of Lavia
. frons, Genetta pardina, Potamochoerus and Mastomys respectively. Tragelaphus spekii was
named by Speke (not PL. Sclater) in 1863 (not 1864). By designation of a lectotype, Antelope
doria becomes a synonym of Cephalophus zebra and so is confirmed as the type species of
Cephalophula. The authors and dates of publication of the following are cited and discussed:
Galagoides rondoensis, G. udzungwensis, Hippotraginae, Hippotragus, H. equinus, Alcelaphus
caama, Xerus erythropus, Arvicanthis, and A. niloticus. Unjustified and justified emendations
of names are summarized. The valid name in the following cases appears to be controversial
and may require a ruling by the International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature:
Galagoides demidoff or G. demidovii, Procolobus pennantii parmentieri or P p.
parmentierorum, Strepsicerotini or Tragelaphini, Peleinae or Reduncinae, Damaliscus dorcas
or D. pygargus, Graphiurus hueti or G. nagtglasi, and Cricetomys dissimilis or C. emini. In spite
of seniority, Sylvicaprinae and Connochaetinae do not replace Cephalophinae and
Alcelaphinae respectively. The correct name for the rusty-spotted genet, which has been called
Genetta rubiginosa, has yet to be determined. Myotis cf. megalotis from Congo-Brazzaville may

not be correctly named and could be an unnamed species.
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INTRODUCTION

In his monumental checklist, G.M. Allen (1939)
listed the scientific names of African mammals
recorded up until July 1938. Additional contribu-
tions have brought Allen’s work up to date
(Moreau et al. 1946; Ellerman et al. 1953; Meester
et al. 1986; Ansell 1989; many regional works). In
spite of all this effort, there are still some matters of
nomenclature that have not been settled, and the
publication of the new (fourth) edition of the
International Code of Zoological Nomenclature
(International Commission on Zoological Nomen-
clature 1999) is an opportune moment to review
these issues.

METHOD
In this paper, the authors of scientific names are
not listed in the references, unless their publica-
tions are discussed in the text, nor are the authors
of changes in rank of family-group names. The
International Commission on Zoological Nomen-
clature is the author of the Code of Zoological
Nomenclature (1985b, 1999) and is abbreviated to
ICZN in this paper. A nomen dubium is a name of
unknown or doubtful application, while a nomen
oblitum is a name unused since 1899 and which

does not take precedence over a younger synonym
or nomen protectum (Article 23.9.2, ICZN 1999).
‘BM’ (British Museum) is the acronym for The
Natural History Museum, London.

PROBLEM NAMES OF TAXA

Yellow-winged bat, Lavia frons

Vespertilio megalotis Bechstein, 1800. Great
Namaqualand, 50 miles north of the Orange
River. Nomen oblitum.

Megaderma frons E. Geoffroy Saint-Hilaire, 1810.
Annales du Muséum National d’Histoire
Naturelle, Paris 15: 192. Senegal. Nomen
protectum.

Lavia frons is preoccupied by Vespertilio megalotis,
a name based on a bat that is said to have flown
into the tent of the explorer Frangois Levaillant
during his second expedition (1783/84).
Levaillant’s watercolours of the bat are in Cape
Town (‘La chauve souris a quatre oreilles des bords
de la Riviére des Elephants’) and Leiden ('La
chauve souris a quatre oreilles ou I'oreillarde du
Pais des Grands Namaquois’) and they agree with
the description in Levaillant’s account of his
travels (Rookmaaker 1989). The name has notbeen
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cited by compilers G.M. Allen (1939), Roberts
(1951), Ellerman et al. (1953), or Meester et al.
(1986). From the description, Anderson &
Wroughton (1907) confirmed that it belonged
to the Megadermatidae but because no other
specimen of this family had been recorded so far
south in Africa and because the measurements
quoted were so strange, they thought it was safer
to leave it unidentified, as a nomen dubium.
Handley (1959) agreed that the measurements
were anomalous but was confident in identifying
it as Lavia frons. So was Meester (1973), who repro-
duced the Cape Town watercolour. Grey pelage;
pinkish-yellow nose-leaf, ears, wings and limbs;
and the shape of the nose-leaf are accurate enough
to confirm that it can be no other megadermatid
bat. The supposed collecting locality, the only re-
cord from the whole of the southern African Sub-
region, remains a complete puzzle. Possibly the
bat originally seen in the wild was a different spe-
cies and the description and the watercolours
were based on a specimen of the yellow-winged
bat obtained later. Nevertheless this was the first
record of the species and it was not described
again until 20 years after Levaillant had published
his travels. Vespertilio megalotis is a soundly based
name and can now be confidently regarded as a
nomen oblitum (Article 23.9.2, ICZN 1999).

Large-footed Myotis near M. longipes or

M. daubentonii

The description of a large-footed vespertilionid
bat of the genus Myotis and subgenus Leuconoe
from sub-Saharan Africa (Aellen & Brossel 1968)
requires a consideration of the following taxa:

‘Vespertilio africanus, n. subsp.” i.e. V. murinus
africanus Dobson, 1875. Annals and Magazine
of Natural History (4)16: 260. Collection num-
ber BM 73.4.16.5. Gabon. Since allocated to
the closely related M. blythii blythii, the lesser
mouse-eared bat (= Vespertilio blythii Tomes,
1857. Proceedings of the Zoological Society of
London 1857: 53. Nasirabad, Rajputana, In-
dia) (Blanford 1891; Thomas 1915; Hayman &
Hill 1971; Corbet & Hill 1992).

Vespertilio megalopus Dobson, 1875. Annals and
Magazine of Natural History (4)16: 261. Collec-
tion number BM 73.4.16.1. Gabon. Regarded
as a synonym of Myotis longipes, the Kashmir
cave bat (= Vespertilio longipes Dobson, 1873.
Proceedings Asiatic Society of Bengal 1873:110.
Bhima Divi caves, Kashmir) (Blanford 1891;
Thomas 1915; Hayman 1967; Hayman & Hill

1971; Corbet & Hill 1992).

Serotine, Vesperugo serotinus var. gabonensis
Trouessart, 1901. Catalogus Mammalium tam
Viventium quam Fossilium, 2nd edn, 1: 108.
Gabon. Collection numbers BM 73.4.16-19,
based on Vesperugo serotinus var. ain Dobson
(1878). From northern India or Kashmir ac-
cording to manuscript notes by Oldfield
Thomas in a Natural History Museum (Lon-
don) copy of Dobson’s (1878) Catalogue of the
Chiroptera (Hayman 1967; Hayman & Hill
1971; Ibanez & Valverde 1985; Corbet & Hill
1992), so probably a junior synonym of
Eptesicus serotinus pachyomus, the Indian
race of the serotine (= Scotophilus pachyomus
Tomes, 1857. Proceedings of the Zoological Soci-
cty of London 1857: 50. Rajputana, India).
Alternatively, a senior synonym of Eptesicus
platyops according to Kock (1969).

These three nominal subspecies or species of
bats come from a collection in the Natural History
Museum, London, with collection numbers BM
73.4.16.1-26, purchased from the dealer Gerard.
The series consists of Palaearctic or Indian species
of bats and rodents (Hayman & Hill 1971). The
weight of opinion is that these bats did not come
from Africa. Yet it is a curious coincidence that
three Palaearctic bats had wrongly been claimed to
come from Gabon, whereas specimens very
similar to two of these species have been reliably
reported from tropical Africa:

Vespertilio platyops Thomas, 1901. Annals and
Magazine of Natural History (7)8: 31. Lagos,
Nigeria. Rosevear (1965) reported a second
specimen from Senegal in Brussels. A sub-
species of the Palaearctic Eptesicus serotinus
possibly preoccupied by gabonensis (Kock
1969); related to E. serotinus but a distinct spe-
cies, E. platyops (Hayman & Hill 1971); or a
subspecies of E. serotinus according to
Ibanez & Valverde (1985) who recorded ad-
ditional specimens from Biokoisland (Equa-
torial Guinea).

Myotis cf. megalopus, a large-footed Myotis
collected at Loudima, Congo, and identified
by Aellen & Brossett (1968) as M. megalopus.
They believed that M. longipes and M.
megalopus were distinct. The first resembles
M. capaccinii while the second resembles
M. daubentoni.

The hypothesis that Myotis megalopus and
Eptesicus gabonensis are really African bats needs to
be tested by a more thorough report of all the
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relevant material so as to resolve outstanding
differences of opinion. Until then we cannot
be sure whether the large-footed Myotis from
Congo-Brazzaville is unnamed or not.

Demidoff's bushbaby, Galagoides demidoff
or G. demidovii

‘[Galago] Demidoff [sic), totus ex rufo-fuscus, gulia
nigrescente’. G. Fischer [von Waldheim],
1806. Mémoires de ln Société des Naturalistes de
I'Université Impériale de Moscou 1: 23-26. No
locality.

Galago demidovii G. Fischer [von Waldheim],
1808. Commentationes Societatis Physico-Medi-
cae, apud Universitatem Literarum Caesaream
Mosquenseis Institutae 1(1): 57. Senegal.

Elliot (1913) quoted the original citation as Galago
demidoffi G. Fischer, 1806, and so did J.A. Allen
(1925) but Allen made it clear that he had not seen
the original publication. Schwarz (1931) had seen
the original publication and interpreted the name
as ‘Galago, Demidoff [sic]’, believing it to be
non-binomial. He cited the species as Galago
demidovii G. Fischer, 1808. Subsequently G.M.
Allen (1939), Hill (1952) and other authors used
this name. Ellerman ¢t al. (1953) called it Galago
demidovii Fischer, 1806, but admitted that they had
not seen the original. The spelling ‘demidoff” was
introduced to the nomenclature only in recent
years (Olson 1986, Jenkins 1987, Nash et al 1989).

G. Fischer [von Waldheim] (1806) had called his
animal ‘Le Galago de Demidoff’ and stated that
‘Le nom spécifique de cet animal rare a cité donné
en I'Honneur de Mons. Le Conseiller d’Etat actuel
et Chevalier Paul Gregorievitsch de Demidoff.’
‘On peutdistinguer les trois espéce de Galago ainsi
qu'il fait:

Galago Geoffroy, ex grisco-flavus, capite griseo,

cauda fusca.

— Demidoff, totus ex rufo-fuscus, gulla nigrescente.

— Cuwier, totus griseus.’

Fischer referred to galagos that had been described
by E. Geoffroy Saint-Hilaire and Cuvier, as well as
the new one he had associated with Demidoff.
There is at least a prima facie case that ‘Galago
Geoffroy.” ‘[Galago] Demidoff " and ‘[Galago] Cuvier’
were not Linnean (binomial) names but parts of
the Latin narrative that diagnosed the species. As a
binomial consisting of two nouns in apposition,
Galago demidoff would not be meaningful (unlike,
say, Equus cabailus). Such combinations are to be
avoided in future because an example such as
‘Galago geoffroy’, which could incorrectly be writ-

ten “Galago Geoffroy’, could very easily be confused
with ‘Galago Geoffroy’ (the generic name and its
author). Binomials formed in this way are not to be
altered in retrospect (Article 31, ICZN 1999) and
can be valid names (for instance the avian names
Megapodius reinwardt and M. freycinef). But because
G. Fischer [von Waldheim] (1808) himself later
provided formal species-group names in the
genitive case (geoffroyi, demidovii, and cuvieri), it is
possible that he had not intended the earlier
allusions to represent scientific names. Schwarz
(1931) had indicated that ‘[Galago] Demidoff *
was not part of binomial nomenclature and his
conclusion had been widely accepted. Therefore it
would have been desirable to explain why
Schwarz’s (1931) view was rejected at the time
when ‘demidoff’ was resuscitated. To clarify the
situation, aruling confirming that [Galago] demidoff
was available could have been requested from the
International Commission for Zoological Nomen-
clature.

Rondo bushbaby, Galagoides rondoensis

Galagoides rondoensis Honess, 1996. Speciation
among galagos (Primates, Galagidae) in
Tanzanian forests, p. 65. Unpublished
D.Phil. dissertation. Unavailable.

Glalagoides]. dldentidoff). rondoensis Rowe, 1996.
Pictorial Guide Living Primates, p. 22. Nomen
nudum. Attributed in error to Groves (1989),
Theory of Human and Primate Evolution,
where there is no reference to this taxon.

‘Rondo Galago Galagoides sp. nov. (named
rondgensis by P. Honess 1996) in Kingdon,
1997. The Kingdon Field Guide to African Mam-
mals, p. 106. Rondo Forest Reserve, Rondo
Plateau, Lindi District, Tanzania. An avail-
able name.

1997 Galagoides rondoensis Honess, in Kingdon,
The Kingdon Field Guide to African Mammals,
p- 106" in Honess & Bearder ('1996'), African
Primates 2: 77. This paper is dated December
1996 but must have been published after
that date because the part of the volume
containing the article cites several papers
published in 1997, as well as Kingdon's
(1997) book. Rylands ¢t al. (2001) confirmed
that the publication postdated that of
Kingdon (1997).

‘Galagoides rondoensis Honess 1996, in Rylands
ct al. (2001), Neotropical Primates 9: 76.
‘Honess 1996’ does not meet the criterion
of publication, as it is an unpublished
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doctoral dissertation.

Article 50(a) in the relevant edition of the Code
(ICZN 1985b) states that ‘If it is clear from the
contents of the publication that some other person
is alone responsible both for the name and for
satisfying the criteria of availability other than
publication, then that person is the author of the
name.” The name rondoensis was taken from
Honess’s (1996) unpublished doctoral thesis
(Rylands et al. 2001) but Kingdon (1997) did not
indicate this beyond citing Honess's name and the
year in which the doctorate was awarded.
Kingdon’s (1997) illustration of G. rondoensis was
first used in Honess (1996), so can be regarded as
part of Honess’s description of this taxon, while
Kingdon’s textual description seems to para-
phrase that of Honess. Hence it would appear that
Honess satisfies both the requirements stipulated
by Article 50(a), cited above, and therefore Honess
and not Kingdon is the author of the name, but
others may disagree with this interpretation.
While it would be desirable to have a ruling on the
authorship of the name in this difficult case, 1
understand that the Commission is most reluctant
to deal with cases that ought to be settled by
following the Code (A. Gentry, pers. comm.).

Zanzibar bushbaby, Galagoides zanzibaricus

Galago zanzibaricus Matschie, 1893. Sitzungs-

berichte der Gesellschaft Naturforschender
Freunde zu Berlin 1893: 111, Zanzibar.

Galagoides ndzungwensis Honess, 1996.
Speciation among galagos (Primates, Gala-
gidae) in Tanzanian forests, p. 44. Unpub-
lished D.Phil. dissertation. Unavailable.

‘Matundu Galago Galagoides sp. nov. (named
udzungwensis by P. Honess 1996) in King-
don, 1997. The Kingdon Field Guide to African
Mammals, p. 106. Ichima, Kilombero District,
Morogoro Region, Tanzania. An available
name.

‘1997 Galagovides udzungiwensis Honess, in
Kingdon The Kingdon Field Guide to African
Mammals, pp. 106-107" in Honess & Bearder
('1996"), African Primates 2: 76).

‘Galagoides udzungwensis Honess 1996', in
Rylands et al. (2001), Neotropical Primates 9:
76.

This is a parallel case, but the new species has
since been regarded as conspecific with G. zanziba-
ricus (Bearder 1999; pers. comm.).

Pardine or West African blotched genet,

Genetta pardina

Viverra maculata Gray, 1830. Spicilegia Zoologica,
p- 9. ‘North Africa’. Invalid (precccupied).

Genetta pardina 1. Geoffroy Saint-Hilaire, 1832.
Magazine Zoologique 2: cl. 1, pl. 8 and text.
Senegal.

Viverra maculata Gray, 1830 has been considered
to be available and valid as Genetta maculata for the
West African blotched genet, by G.M. Allen (1939),
Schlawe (1980, 1981), Honacki et al. (1982), and
Wozencraft (1993). Gray (1864) had placed
maculate in the synonymy of G. vulgaris = G.
genetta (Linnaeus, 1758) without comment,
although the original description and associated
illustration (Gray 1830) indicate a blotched animal
of the tigrina-pardina group. Viverra maculata Gray,
1830, is preoccupied by Viverra maculata Kerr, 1792,
(the tiger cat or tiger quoll, an Australian dasyurid
marsupial Dasyurus or Dasyurops maculatus) and
hence is invalid (Rosevear 1974; Coetzee 1977;
Ansell 1978; Crawford-Cabral 1981; Grubb et al.
1998). Meester ¢t al. (1986) defended the validity of
G. maculata (Gray) by indicating that two identical
species-group names placed in different genera
that bear homonymous names are not themselves
homonyms (Article 57(h), ICZN 1964, 1985b).
These authors may have understood that Viverra
for dasyurids and Viverra for viverrids were
distinct homonymous generic names (therefore
with different authors and different type species).
But originally Viverra maculata Kerr, 1792, and
Viverra maculata Gray, 1830, had not been placed in
different genera with homonymous names: they
had been placed in the same genus (Viverra
Linnacus, 1758). The subsequent allocation to
Dasyurus and Genetta respectively was not
relevant. Schlawe (1981) thought that assignment
of these two names to higher orders of classifica-
tion negated the invalidity, but this is also irrele-
vant. Under the new Code (Article 23.9.5, ICZN
1999), newly discovered primary homonyms for
names no longer considered congeneric are to be
placed before the Commission, but the present
case does not qualify as a new discovery and
Genetta pardina is the valid name. Gaubert et al.
(2003) wish to conserve maculatabut as the name of
a different species, the rusty-spotted genet, a
proposal that will be contested by the author.

Rusty-spotted genet, Genetta cf. rubiginosa
Genetta rubiginosa Pucheran, 1855. Revue de
Zoologie, Paris 7: 154. ‘Cape of Good Hope'.
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If the rusty spotted genet is a different species
from G. pardina, G. poensis or G. tigrina, then G.
rubiginosa appears to be the earliest available
name. Schlawe (1981) studied the literature and
examined the type. He concluded that it may be
from Senegal, not South Africa, and could belong
to the species now usually termed G. thierryi
(Haussa genet) and his conclusions have recently
been confirmed (P Gaubert, in litt.). It might be
thought necessary to replace G. rubiginosa with
G. fieldiana Du Chaillu, 1860, the next most senior
name. But to maintain stability, there is an alterna-
tive option that could be considered, namely to
ask the Commission to set aside the existing
name-bearing type of G. rubiginosa and designate a
neotype that is certainly a rusty-spotted genet
from South Africa (Article 75.6, ICZN 1999). The
scientific name for the rusty-spotted genet will
only be finalized by rulings of the ICZN, using its
Plenary Powers (Gaubert ¢f af. 2003).

Bush-pig and red river-hog, Potamochoerus

Choiropotamus Gray, 1843. List of the Specitmens of
Mammalia in the British Museum, p. 185.Type
of genus "Choiropotamus africanus Gray,
1843’ = Sus africanus von Schreber, 1791 =
Sus koiropotamus Desmoulins, 1831 =
Potamochoerus larvatus koiropotamus. Not a
homonym of Chaeropotamus [lapsus?]
Cuvier, 1821, or Choeropotamus [justified
emendation?} Cuvier, 1822 (Ellerman et al.
1953; Article 56, ICZN 1999), names given to
Upper Eocene and Oligocene artiodactyls
according to Simpson (1945). Nomen
oblitum.

Koiropotamus Gray, 1843. List of the Specimens of
Manumalia in the British Museum, p. xxvii,
Nomen nudum.

Potamochoerus Gray, 1854. Proceedings of the Zoo-
logical Society of London 1852:129. Type of
genus Choiropotamus pictus Gray, 1852 =
Potamochoerus porcus (Linnaeus, 1758).

Ellerman et al. (1953) said they would ask the
Commission to place Potamochoerus on the Official
List, and to set aside Koiropotamus and Choiro-
potamus but they never did (WEH. Ansell, in litt. to
Meester ef al. 1986). It might seem that one of these
names would have to be used in preference to
Potamochoerus, because both have priority. How-
ever Koiropotamus does not qualify, because it can
be treated as a nomen nudum, and Choiropotanus
is no longer available either, because it is a nomen
oblitum (ICZN 1999).

Tragelaphine antelopes, Tragelaphini

Strepsiceriae Gray, 1846. Annals and Magazine of
Natural History 18: 230. With incorrect prefix
and suffix; corrected and changed in rank to
Strepsicerotini by Simpson (1945; Bulletin of
the American Museum of Natural History 85:
157).

Tragelaphinae Blyth, 1863. Catalogue of Mam-
mals in the Museum of the Asiatic Society of
Bengal, p. 164. Changed in rank to Tragela-
phini by Sokolov (1953; Trudy Zoologiches-
kogo Instituta Akademia Nauk SSSR 14: 45).

Strepsicerotini has priority over the synonym
Tragelaphini and has been used by some authors
in the twentieth century (Grubb 2001b). Pending
an application to the Commission, the more com-
monly used Tragelaphini should be employed.

Nyala, Tragelaphus angasii
Tragelaphus angasii Angas, 1849. Proceedings of
the Zoological Society of London 1848: 89 [1849].
The name angasii is usually attributed to Gray
{see Grubb 1999), because Angas (1849) stated ‘Mr
Gray has named this species after my father,
George Fife Angas, Esq, of South Australia’ but this
is insufficient to make Gray the author (Article

50.1.1, ICZN, 1999).

Sitatunga, Tragelaphus spekii

Tragelaphus Spekii [sic] Speke, 1863. Journal of the
Discovery of the Source of the Nile, p. 223 (foot-
note). Lake Lwelo, Tanzania.

Antilope (Tragelaphus) Spekei [sic] Heuglin, 1869.
Reise in das Gebiet des Weissen Nil, p. 319.
Incorrect subsequent spelling,

As the following examples indicate, there is
disagreement concerning the spelling, date and
authorship of the name for the sitatunga, which
was sometimes placed in a different genus or
subgenus Limnotragus:

Limmotragus spekii (PL. Sclater in Speke, 1864);
in Allen (1939).

T (Limnotragus) spekei Sclater in Speke, 1864; in
Ellerman ¢t al. (1953).

T speket Sclater, 1864; in Ansell (1972).

T spekei Speke, 1863; in Honacki et al.(1982) and
Meester ¢t al. (1986).

T spekii Sclater in Speke, 1863; in Grubb (1993).

T. spekii Speke, 1863; in Grubb et al. (1998).

Speke (1863) encountered the ‘nzoé’ or ‘water-
toc” at Lake Lwelo in the northwest corner of
Tanzania and reported in a footnote that Sclater
had named the species Tragelaphus Spekii [sic], but
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this is insufficient to make Sclater the author
{Article 50, ICZN 1999).

Speke’s book is dated 1863, and includes his
introduction, dated December 1863. 1863 is the
year of publication cited by PL. Sclater & Thomas
(1900) and unless explicit contrary evidence was to
become available, the date given in the book is to
be accepted. PL. Sclater (1864) described the
species more fully in a later paper.

The name ‘spekii’ is commonly cited as “speker’,
the spelling adopted in some other mammal
names (Gazella spekei, Pectinator speket). Spekii is the
genitive of the Latinized Spekius (Spek-i-us),
whereas Spekei is the genitive of Spekeus (Speke-
us). Both constructions are acceptable. The origi-
nal spelling has been widely used and the genitive
ending -ii is to be maintained (Article 334, ICZN
1999). If a change in the name were thought to be
desirable then an appropriate proposal to the In-
ternational Commission on Zoological Nomencla-
ture would be required.

Duikers, Cephalophinae

Sylvicaprina Sundevall, 1845. Ofversigt af
Kongl. Vetenskaps-Akademiens Firhandlingar
1845, 2(3): 31. With incorrectly formed
suffix; corrected to Sylvicaprinae by Knott-
nerus-Meyer (1907; Archiv fiir Natur-
geschichte 73: 42) as one of two subfamilies of
a family Cephalophidae, the other being
Cephalophinae.

Cephalophinae Blyth, 1863. Catalogue of Mam-
mals in the Musewm of the Asiatic Society of
Bengal, p. 167.

Since Knottnerus-Meyer did not acknowledge
the priority of Sylvicaprinae (Grubb 2001b), this
older name does not displace the junior but
universally used Cephalophinae (Article 35.5,
ICZN 1999).

Zebra duiker, Cephalophus (Cephalophula)
zebra

Antilope zebrata Robert, 1836. LEcho du Monde
Savant for Sunday 1 May, p. 1.‘Sénégal’. Un-
available; placed on the Index (Opinion
1291, ICZN 1985a).

Antilope Doria [sic] Ogilby, 1837. Procecdings of
the Zoological Society of Londen 1837: 121. No
locality. Available, but zebra has precedence
whenever the two names are considered to
be synonyms (Opinion 1291, ICZN 1985a).
Lectotype here designated: BM 15.12.24.
294, a zebra duiker.

Antilope Zebra (sic] Gray, 1838. Annals and
Magazine of Natural History (1)1: 27. Sierra
Leone.

Cephalophus doriae Thomas, 1902. Proceedings of
the Zoological Society of London 1892: 424.

Ogilby's (1837) original account of Antilope doria
is ‘the beautiful species mentioned by Mr. Bennett
(Proc. Zool. Soc., 1833, p. 1) which is a real Antilope,
and which 1 hope shortly to have an opportunity
of describing under the name of A. Dorig, as a
friend, who has connections with the West Coast
of Africa, has kindly undertaken to procure me
skins.” Many authors assumed that the name
applies to the zebra duiker and used it for the
species but the bibliographic reference is to a
gazelle, the mhorr Nanger dama mhorr (Bennett,
1833), as noticed by G.M. Allen (1939). Ogilby
probably made a mistake and had meant to cite a
different paper (Bennett 1832: 122-123) where the
skin of a zebra duiker was described (Kuhn 1966).
Nevertheless, doria refers de facto to a gazelle soitis
unsatisfactory as the valid name for the duiker.
Following a request by Ansell (1980), the Commis-
sion ruled that zebra should be given precedence
over doria whenever they are regarded as synony-
mous (Opinion 1291, ICZN 1985a). The Commis-
sion placed doria on the Official List and it remains
available, yet no type has been designated so its
synonymy is still unclear. We need to identify the
type of doria because Knottnerus-Meyer (1907)
proposed a new subgenus Cephalophula with type
by monotypy Cephalophus doria and we must
decide whether the type of Cephalophula should be
regarded as misidentified (Article 70.3, ICZN
1999). Since no one has employed doria for the
mhorr, it would conflict with past general usage to
select a type from the latter species. It would be
more in accord with past usage to agree with Kuhn
(1966) and assume that Ogilby (1837) made an
error and cited the wrong reference. I therefore
select the skin of a zebra duiker BM 55.12.24.294 as
the type of doria, the very specimen that has
already been presumed to be the type (Sclater &
Thomas 1895; Lydekker & Blaine 1914). Stabil-
ity is thereby maintained and we need not
think that the type of Cephalophuia was misidenti-
fied; Opinion 1291 (ICZN 1985a) remains in force.

Reedbuck and waterbuck, Reduncinae
Adenotinae Blyth, 1863. Catalogue of Mammals
in the Museum of the Asiatic Society of Bengal,
p- 168. Nomen oblitum.
Heleotragidae Gray 1872. Catalogue of Ruminant
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Mammals in the British Museuwm, p. 15. With
incorrect original spelling, because it is
based on Eleotragus Gray; justifiably emen-
ded to Eleotragidae by Gray (1873), Handlist
of Edentate Thick-skinned Ruminant Mammals
in the British Musewn, p. 15. Nomen oblitum.

Peleadae Gray, 1872. Cat. Ruminant Mamm. Brit,
Mus. p. 29. With incorrect original spelling;
justifiably emended to Peleinae by Roberts
(1951), The Mammals of South Africa, pp. 272,
294.

Cervicaprinae Brooke, 1876. In Wallace, Geo-
graphical Distribution of Animals, p. 224. Does
not retain priority over Reduncinae because
it is based on a junior homonym, Cervicapra
de Blainville = Redunca, of Cervicapra
Sparrman = Antilope Pallas (Article 39, ICZN
1999).

Reduncidae Knottnerus-Meyer 1907. Archiv fiir
Naturgeschichte 73: 39, 98, 117. Reduced to
subfamily status by Lydekker & Blaine
(1914), Catalogue of the Ungulate Mammals in
the British Museum (Natural History), pp. xii,
197.

Recent work has suggested that Pelea should be
included in the Reduncinae (Gatesy et al. 1997;
Hassanin & Douzery 1999; Vrba & Schaller 2000).
Peleinae has priority over Reduncinae but
Reduncinae is a much more familiar and widely
used name, and a proposal will be made to the
International Commission on Zoological Nomen-
clature for the conservation of Reduncinae.

Hippotragine antelopes, Hippotraginae

Hippotragina Sundevall, 1845. Ofversigt af
Kongl. Vetenskaps-Akademions Forhandlingar
1845, 2(3): 31. With incorrect original suffix;
corrected to Hippotraginae by Brooke in
Wallace (1876. Geographical Distribution of
Animals, p. 223); now placed on the Official
List of Family-Group Names in Zoology
(ICZN 2003) but had been unavailable while
Hippotragus Sundevall, 1845 remained
supressed.

Hippotragina Sundevall in Retzius & Lovén,
1845. Archiv Skandinavischer Beitriige zur
Naturgeschichte, Greifswald 1: 5. Available
with corrected suffix since 1929, while
Hippotragus Sundevall, 1845 was sup-
pressed, but now that Hippotragina
Sundevall, 1845, has been conserved (IUCN
2003), simply a citation of that name.

Bloubok and roan and sable antelopes,

Hippotragus

Hippotragus Sundevall, 1845. Ofversigt af Kongl.
Vetenskaps-Akademiens Forhandlingar 1845,
2(3): 31. Type of genus H. equinus by mono-
typy. An available and valid name; though
suppressed by Direction 23 (ICZN 1935) and
placed on the Index, this suppression has
now been rescinded (ICZN 2003).

Hippotragus Sundevall in Retzius & Lovén,
1845. Archiv Skandinavischer Beitrige zur
Naturgeschichte, Greifswald 1: 445. Type of
genus H. equinus by monotypy; the senior
available name during the time when the
previous name was suppressed.

Hippotragus Sundevall, 1846. Kungliga Svenska
Vetenskaps-Akademiens Handlingar 1844: 196.
Type of genus H. leucophaeus by subsequent
designation; placed on the Official List of
Generic Names in Zoology (Opinion 90,
ICZN 1929) but the entry has now been
deleted (ICZN 2003).

Senior homonyms Hippotragus Sundevall, 1845,
and Hippotragus Sundevall in Retzius & Lovén,
1845, were overlooked when Hippotragus Sundevall,
1846, was placed on the Official List in 1929. Any
name on the List became a nomen conservandum
(ICZN 1958). That means it was protected against
unnoticed senior synonyms, which if discovered
would automatically become unavailable.
Ellerman et al. (1953) drew attention to the earlier
‘Hippotragus Sundevall, 1845 without remarking
that it had become unavailable. As if this were
insufficient to prevent its use, ‘Hippotragus
Sundevall, 1845" was then formally suppressed
and placed on the Index (Direction 23, ICZN 1955).
Although the ruling on conservation of names on
Official Lists was never ratified and has now
lapsed (footnote, p. 171 in ICZN, 1985b), so that
Hippotragus Sundevall, 1845, should have become
available once again, it remained suppressed
because of Direction 23. But the forgotten third
publication (Retzius & Lovén 1845) was not covered
by the Direction and ‘Hippotragus Sundevall in
Retzius and Lovén, 1845 became the earliest
available publication of Hippotragus. Direction 23
had only been used to cover up an oversight. With
the discovery of Retzius & Lovén (1845) it became
pointless. This complex history had not been
explained in any checklist or treatise or indeed
in any other publication until recently, when
Grubb (2001¢c) made an application to the Com-
mission to remove Hippotragus Sundevall, 1845,
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from the Index and place it on the Official List. The
ICZN (2003) has now ruled in favour of this
request.

Hartebeest and wildebeest, Alcelaphinae

Connochetidae Gray, 1872. Catalogue of Rumi-
nant Mammals in the British Museum, p. 42.
With incorrect prefix; emended to Conno-
chaetinae by Knottnerus-Meyer (1907),
Archiv fiir Naturgeschiclte 73: 85; or to
Connochaetini by Sokolov (1953), Trudy
Zoologicheskogo Instituta Akademia Nauk
SSSR 14: 200.

Alcephalinae [sic] Brooke in Wallace, 1876.
Geographical Distribution of Animals, p. 224.
Incorrect original spelling; justifiably emen-
ded to Alcelaphinae by Pilgrim (1939),
Memoires of the Geological Survey of India,
Palacontologia Indica N. S. 26: 63.

Authors who would assign Connochaetes to a
different tribe or subfamily have used the name
Connochaetini or Connochaetinae but have not
recognized its seniority over Alcelaphini or
Alcelaphinae, so the older name is not to displace
the younger one (Article 35.5, ICZN 1999).

Bontebok, Damaliscus pygargus

Antilope dorcas Pallas, 1766. Miscellanea
Zoologica, p. 6. Kafferkuils R., Riversdale dis-
trict, Western Cape, South Africa. Unavail-
able, because it is a junior secondary
homonym (replaced before 1961) of Antilope
dorcas (Linnaeus, 1758), the dorcas gazelle
(originally named Capra dorcas and now
Gazella dorcas).

Antilope pygargus Pallas, 1767. Spicilegia
Zoologica 1: 10. Swart R., Caledon district,
Western Cape, South Africa.

Harper (1939) revived the rejected name dorcas,
which had not been in use for 160} years, treating it
as the senior synonym. Not all workers followed
him (e.g. Roberts 1951) and the name A. dorcas
Pallas should be permanently invalid (Article
59]a], ICZN 1985b; Rookmaaker 1991). Neverthe-
less, it has since been in use for 52 years from 1939
to 1991. Grubb (1999) recounted the history of the
case. If dorcas of Pallas had first been rejected only
after 1960, it could have become valid under the
new Code (Article 59.4, ICZN 1999). Now, if a
revival of dorcas were desired, a submission would
have to be made to the Commission, requesting
appropriate use of its Plenary Powers.

Sub-Saharan ground squirrel, Xerus
erythropus

Scitirus erythopus [sic] E. Geoffroy Saint-Hilaire,
1803. Catalogue des Mammiféres du Museum
National d’Histoire Naturelle, p. 178. Locality
unknown. Original spelling incorrectly
cited as erythropus by G. M. Allen (1939);
erythopus deemed to be an incorrect original
spelling; emended to erythropus and placed
on the Official List (ICZN 1971). The type
was one of the specimens seized from the
Stadtholder’s museum by Napoleon and
taken to Paris to be studied by Geoffroy.

‘Lécur. fossoyeur (sc. [Sciurus] erythopus [sic]
Geof.) in Desmarest 1804. Nowveau Diction-
naire d’Histoire Naturelle 24(4): 21. Because a
description is given, this is an available
name. [tis tobe regarded as having an incor-
rect original spelling, which should be
emended to erythropus.

‘ECUREUIL A BANDES BLANCHES Sciurus
albovittatus, Desm.” [Sonnerat’s écureuil de
Gingi or Sciurus dschinschicus Gmelin],
including ‘ Var B., Ecureuil fossoyeur,
Sciurus albovittatus erythopus [sic], Sciurus
rufo flavescens [sic|, Sc. erythopus [sic], Geoff.!
in Desmarest 1817. Nouwveau Dictionnaire
d’Histoire Naturelle, Nouvelle Edition 10: 110.
Because a description is given, this is an
available name, but erythopus is to be re-
garded as having an incorrect original spell-
ing, which should be emended to erythropus.
Sciurus albovittatus is a synonym of Xerus
inauris and so is S. dschinschicus according to
Ellerman et al. (1953) though alternatively
the latter name may be a synonym of
Callosciurus notatus according to Corbet &
Hill (1992). No author is cited for S. rufo-
flavescens, which is not listed in compendia.

‘Sciurus erythropus [sic] in E. Geoffroy Saint-
Hilaire & E Cuvier (1842), Histoire Naturelle
des Mammiféres, Livraison 62 [unpaginated].
Senegal and Bornu.

This squirrel is a conspicuous and familiar
animal in West Africa and has long been known as
Xerus or Euxerus erythropus, but the type specimen
was probably not from West Africa and belongs to
adifferent species, while its name was possibly not
intended to be erythropus (‘red-foot’).

Museum specimens taken from the Netherlands
by Napoleon had originally come from the Dutch
East Indies and the Cape of Good Hope. Several
small mammals in the collection were from the
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Cape. It is extremely unlikely that just one speci-
men, asmall squirrel, should have been brought to
the Netherlands from West Africa. The type of
Sciurus erythopus is far more likely to have come
from South Africa too, and to represent the South
African ground squirrel Xerus inauris (Zimmer-
mann, 1780). The West African and South African
species are sufficiently similar superficially for
Geoffroy’s description of the pelage and claws to
apply to either. Body dimensions can not differen-
tiate them. Desmarest (1817) associated erithopus
or erythopus with synonyms of X. inquris.

In his original description, Geoffroy called
his new species ‘L'écureuil fossoyeur’, the
gravedigger squirrel. It was ‘remarquable par la
longueur extraordinaire des ses ongules’.
Geoffroy hence made two allusions to the large
claws but nowhere indicated that it had reddish
feet, and no African ground squirrels have red
feet, so the name erythopus when emended to
erythropus seems anomalous. Possibly the
intended name was ‘erithopus’, from Ancient
Greek ‘erithos’ (a day labourer, hired servant,
mower or reaper) and ‘pous’ (foot). Geoffroy may
have intended a fanciful reference to the function
of the claws. Desmarest (1804) called it Sciurus
erithopus and later (Desmarest 1817) used both the
spellings S. erithopus and S. erythopus but made no
reference to red foot' or ‘erythropus’ when he
linked this name with other names of squirrels.

E. Geoffroy Saint-Hilaire & E Cuvier (1842)
illustrated and described a ground squirrel from
living specimens, calling it the écureuil fossoyeur,
Sciurus erythropus [sic] ‘qui n’a encore été rapporté
a ce que nous croyons, que du Sénegal et du
Bournou’. They associated the name with West
Africa and so were applying it to a different
species. They understood nevertheless that
Desmarest had confused African ground squirrels
with an Indonesian tree squirrel described by
Sonnerat, Sciurus bilineatus (= Sciurus notatus
Boddaert, 1785 = Callosciurus notatus, of which
Sciurus dschinschicus Gmelin, 1788, may be a
synonym).

It would seem that Sciurus erythopus is a junior
synonym of Xerus inauris (Zimmerman, 1780) and
that the specific name was not intended to mean
erythropus, so should not have been emended to
that spelling. However, it is far too late to restore
the status quo ante. The name in the emended
form has been used very widely for the sub-Saha-
ran ground squirrel for 160 years, the next avail-
able name (Sciurus leucoumbrinus Rippell, 1835) is

not familiar, and retaining erythropus would be
preferable. Husson & Holthius (1968) thought it
best to validate what they called the grammati-
cally correct and generally accepted emendation
and it is now placed on the Official List (Opinion
945, ICZN 1971), dated from Geoffroy, 1803. The
type specimen of Xerus erythropus has apparently
been lost (Rode 1943), so one cannot prove that it is
not a sub-Saharan ground squirrel. Rode (1943)
noted that specimen No. 423 in the Paris Museum
was labelled as the ‘type’ but thisis not correct as it
had been acquired by Florent Prevost in 1820, long
after the original description.

Hoffman et al. (1993) cited the name of the
species as Xerus erythropus Desmarest, 1817,
appropriately corrected from erythopus, though it
should have been ‘Xerus erythropus (E. Geoffroy
Saint-Hilaire in Desmarest, 1817)’ and this name is
preoccupied. Xerus erythropus (E. Geoffroy
Saint-Hilaire in Desmarest, 1804)" was published
earlier and is available. It would be valid if Xerus
erythropus (E. Geoffroy Saint-Hilaire, 1803) had
not been conserved (ICZN 1971).

Large grey dormouse, Graphiurus nagtglasii

Graphiurus huceti de Rochebrune, 1883. Actes de
la Société Linnéenne de Bordeaux (4)7: 110. St
Louis, Sorres, northern Senegal. Nomen
dubium.

Graphiurus nagiglasii Jentink, 1888. Notes of
the Leyden Museum 10: 38. DuQueah and
Farmington Rivers, Liberia.

The name hueti is regarded as a nomen dubium
unless or until the type specimen is rediscovered,
because the original description is hardly diagnos-
tic of a large African dormouse and the type local-
ity is far outside the known habitat of this forest
species (Grubb & Ansell 1996).

Emin’s pouched rat, Cricetomys dissimilis

Cricetomys dissimilis de Rochebrune, 1883. Bui-
letin de Ia Société Philomatique de Paris (7)9: 86.
Landana, Cabinda enclave, Angola.

Cricetomys gambianus emini Wroughton, 1910.
Annals and Magazine of Natural History (8)5:
106. ‘Gaddu’ (= Gadda), Monbuttu, Demo-
cratic Republic of the Congo.

De Rochebrune (1885) described his new species
as follows (translated from the Latin). Like C.
gambianus in appearance but smaller (head-and-
body length 22.6 cm, tail length 38.5 cm); back
dusky chestnut, intermingled with black; sides
dirty tawny; edge of upper lip, underside of neck
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and throat, abdomen, and inside of limbs pale
grey-white; outside of arms and legs tawny vellow
margined with bright whitish tone; digits white;
snout covered with very short reddish hairs;
whiskers black; ears inside yellowish, outside red-
dish, thinly haired; anterior part of tail chestnut,
posterior part white, middle section spotted with
chestnut and covered in whitish bristles.

The specimen was in the collection of A. Bouvier
and was obtained by A. Lucan and Louis Petit,
who collected at Landana between 1876 and 1884
(Rand et al. 1959). It is not known where the speci-
men might be, if it survives. The tail seems propor-
tionally very long but the body measurements
were possibly made on the preserved specimen
and may not be accurate. Probably it is immature.
The description is compatible with the sleek-
furred forest species commonly called C. emini. In
a preliminary revision of Cricetomys, Hinton (1919)
recognized gambianus, emini and other unspecified
species-groups as divisions in the genus but did
not refer to C. dissimifis. Hatt (1940) provided a
more extensive revision. He recognized C.
dissimulus (lapsus for dissimilis) as one of three
species in the Democrat Republic of the Congo. He
stated (p. 495, footnote) that ‘A specimen in the
Musée du Congo Belge from Ganda Sundi [4°47°S
12°54°E] is from sufficiently near the type locality
of C. dissimulus [sic] Rochebrune (Landana [5°14'S
12°08’E]) that I base my estimate of that form on
the specimen’, and included emini as a subspecies
of C. dissimulus [sic]. Genest-Villard (1967: 321)
regarded dissimilis as a nomen dubium but
provided no explanation and made no mention of
Hatt's conclusions or why they should be rejected.
Since Genest-Villard’s revision, C. emini has been
accepted as the name for the sleek-furred forest
forms of Cricetomys. The name dissimilis was
potentially in use as the species name for 27 years,
whereas the name emini has been current for 35
years. However, Hatt's (1940) conclusions seem
reasonable and until they are rebutted, there is a
case for using the name dissimilis for the sleek-
furred species because it has priority over emini. If
authors wish to retain the name emini then they
should make appropriate applications to the
Commission.

Nile rats, Arvicanthis
Arvicanthis Lesson, 1842. Nouveau Tableau de
Régne Animal. Mammiféres, p. 147. Type
species: Lemmus niloticus E. Geoffroy Saint-
Hilaire, 1803.
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Isomys Sundevall, 1843. Kungliga Svenska
Vetenskaps-Akademiens Handlingar 1842: 219.
Type species: "Mus varicgatus Brants, 1827’ =
Hypudaeus variegatus Lichtenstein, 1823 =
Arvicanthis niloticus.

Musser & Carleton (1993) cited Lemmus niloticus
Desmarest, 1822 as the type of Arvicanthis Lesson,
but Desmarest’s name published in 1822 was
Aruvicola (not Lemmus) niloticus and itis not the type
of Arvicanthis Lesson. The type of the genus was
cited correctly as Lemmus niloticus E. Geoffroy
Saint-Hilaire by other authors (G.M. Allen 1939;
Ellerman & Morrison-Scott 1951; Corbet 1978),
though they did not quote the year of publication
(1803), and like Musser & Carleton (1993) they
based the specific name Arvicanthis niloticus on
Arvicola niloticus [E. Geoffroy Saint-Hilaire in)
Desmarest, 1822 published 19 years later. It is not
possible for a genus to pre-date the name of its
type species. Either Arvicanthis Lesson is unavail-
able or Lemmus niloticus Geoffroy is available. If the
former, then Isomys could replace Arvicanthis. This
would be most undesirable because Arvicanthis
has become a very familiar name. As it has now
been confirmed that Lemmus niloticus E. Geoffroy
Saint-Hilaire, 1803 is available (Opinion 2005,
ICZN 2002), Arvicanthis Lesson, 1842, is available
as well.

Multimammate rats, Mastomys

Mastomys Thomas, 1915. Annals and Magazine of
Natural History 16: 477. Type species: Mus
conicha A. Smith, 1836.

Myomys Thomas, 1915. Annals and Magazine of
Natural History 16: 477. Type species: Epimys
colonus A. Smith = Mus colonus Brants,
1827 = Mastomys species.

Mpyomys has been treated as a genus including
M. verreauxi and other species of rat (G.M. Allen
1939; Rosevear 1969; Musser & Carleton 1993). The
type species, M. colonus, has been treated as a
senior synonym of M. shortridgei (G.M. Allen 1939)
or of M. verreauxi (Roberts 1951), or an invalid
synonym of M. verreauxi, in spite of its seniority
{Musser & Carleton 1993). It has also been
regarded as unidentifiable, so that Myoniys
becomes a nomen dubium (Ellerman et al. 1953;
Meester et al. 1986). But the type of Mus colonus
Brants is now known to be a Mastomys, though the
specimen cannot be identified to species (Van der
Straeten & Robbins, 1997). Therefore Mus colonus
is not a senior synonym of Mus verroxii A. Smith,
1834 (= Myomyscus verreauxi) nor can Myomys be a
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senior synonym of Myomyscus Shortridge, 1942, of
which Mus verroxii is the type.

TAXA NAMED IN GEOFFROY’S
‘CATALOGUE DES MAMMIFERES’
Authors had been inconsistent in quoting from
E. Geoffroy Saint-Hilaire (1803), a work that was
never declared to be unavailable. Grubb (2001a)
requested that its availability be formally estab-
lished and the ICZN (2002b) has now confirmed
that it is available for nomenclatural purposes.
Names of African mammals attributed to
E. Geoffroy Saint-Hilaire (1803) are listed below,
together with later citations that were once consid-
ered to provide the first available names. Some of
Geoffroy’s names have never been cited by other

authors and these are now nomina oblita.

Long-eared hedgehog, Hemiechinus auritus
aegyptius
Erinacens acgyptivs E. Geoffroy Saint-Hilaire,
1803. Catalogue des Mammiféres du Museum
National d'Histoire Naturelle, p. 69. Egypt.
‘E. aegyptius Geoffr” in]. B. Fischer, 1829. Synop-
sis Mammalium, p. 262. Next available name.

Red fox, Vulpes vuipes niloticus

Canis niloticus E. Geoffroy Saint-Hilaire, 1803.
Catalogue des Mammiféres du Museum Na-
tional d’Histoire Naturelle, p. 134. Egypt.

‘Canis eqyptins Geoffr.” in Desmarest, 1804. Nou-
veat Dictionnaire d’Histoire Naturelle 24(4):
18. Should be regarded as ‘Canis egyptins
Desmarest, 1804’; nomen nudum.

‘Canis aegyptiacus Geoff.” in Desmarest [and
Sonnini], 1816. Nouveau Dictionnaire
d’Histoire Naturelle, Nonvelle Edition 6: 524.
Should be regarded as ‘Canis acgyptiacus
Desmarest, 1816; next available name. The
name is usually attributed to Sonnini but
both authors made separate contributions
to the article in which it was published, not
all of which were initialed. Since Desmarest
had already made the error of citing
Geoffroy’s name ‘niloticus’ as ‘egyptius’, it is
more probable that he is the author of
‘acgyptiacus’.

African civets, Civettictis
Civetta E. Geoffroy Saint-Hilaire, 1803. Cata-
logue des Mammiféres du Museum National
d’Histoire Naturelle p. 113. Type species, by
tautonymy: Civetta vulgaris E. Geoffroy

Saint-Hilaire, 1803 (ibidem, p. 111) = Viverra
civetta von Schreber, 1776 (Saugethiere pl.
111) = Civettictis civetta. Nomen oblitum.

Civettictis Pocock, 1915. Proceedings of the Zoolog-
ical Society of London 1915: 134. Nomen
protectum.

Brown hyaena, Parahyaena brunnea

Hyaena fusca E. Geoffroy Saint-Hilaire, 1803.
Catalogue des Mammiféres du Museum Na-
tional d’Histoire Naturelle, p. 136. Nomen
oblitum. Locality unknown.

‘hyaena [Hyaena] fusca Geoffr” in Desmarest
1804. Nouveau Dictionnaire d’Histoire Natu-
relle 24(4): 18. Nomen nudum.

Hyaena brunnea Thunberg, 1820. Kungliga
Svenska Vetenskaps-Akademiens Handlingar,
Stockholm, p. 59, pl. 2. Nomen protectum.
Cape of Good Hope.

‘Hyaena fusca Geoff. St.-Hil." in L. Geoffroy
Saint-Hilaire, 1825. Dictionnaire Classique
d’Histoire Naturelle 8: 444.

Roan antelope, Hippotragus equinus

Antilope equina E. Geoffroy Saint-Hilaire, 1803,
Catalogue des Mammiféres du Museum Na-
tional d’Histoire Naturelle, p. 259. Locality un-
known.

Antilope equina E. Geoffroy Saint-Hilaire in
Desmarest, 1804. Nouveau Dictionnaire
d’Histoire Naturelle 24(1): 32. Next available
name.

Grubb (1999) cited Geoffroy’s (1803) name as
‘Antilopa equina’ but a closer inspection of the text
indicated that ‘Antilope’ was correctly printed.

Red hartebeest, Alcelaphus caama

Antilope Caama [sic] E. Geoffroy Saint-Hilaire,
1803. Catalogue des Mammiféres du Museum
National d’Histoire Naturelle p. 269. Cape of
Good Hope.

Antilope caama G. Cuvier, 1804. Dictionnaire des
Sciences Naturelles 2: 242, Next available
name.

‘Lemmus albicaudatus’

Lenumus albicandatus E. Geoffroy Saint-Hilaire,
1803. Catalogue des Mammiféres du Museum
National d’Histoire Naturelle p. 186. Locality
unknown.

‘Lemmus albicaudatus. C’est encore M.Geoffroy
Saint-Hilaire qui a distingué cette nouvelle
espece’ in Desmarest (1816c: 81. Nouveau
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Dictionnaire d"Histoire Naturelle, Nouvelle Edi-
tion 5: 81). Next available name.
Possibly a senior homonym of Otomys (== Mys-
tromys) albicaudatus A. Smith, 1834, but this has
yet to be confirmed.

Greater gerbil, Gerbillus pyramidum

Dipus pyramidum E. Geoffroy Saint-Hilaire,
1803. Catalogue des Mammiféres du Musenm
National d'Histoire Naturelle p. 202. The Great
Pyramids, Egypt.

‘gebillus [sic; for Gerbillus) pyramidum nob.; dipus
[Dipus] Geoff.” in Desmarest 1804. Nouveau
Dictionnaire d'Histoire Naturelle, Nouwvelle Edi-
tion 29: 70; 22. Nomen nudum.

‘Dipus pyramidum, Geoffr” in Desmarest 1817.
Nowveau Dictionnaire d’Histoire Naturelle,
Nouvelle Edition 13: 122. Cited in synonymy
with a description of the Paris specimen
under the heading of Gerbill. < aegyptins = G.
gerbillus (Olivier, 1800).

‘Dipus pyramidum, Geoffr.” in Desmarest 1822.
Encyclopédie Méthodique. Mammalogie ou De-
scription des Espéces de Mammiféeres 2: 321.
Cited in synonymy with a description of the
Paris specimen listed under the heading of
Gerbillus aegyptius = G. gerbillus (Olivier,
1800).

‘Gerbillus pyramidum’ in 1. Geoffroy Saint-
Hilaire 1825: 321. Dictionnaire Classique
d’Histoire Naturelle 7: 321. Next available
name.

Spiny mouse, Acomys cahirinus

Mus cahirinus E. Geoffroy Saint-Hilaire, 1803.
Catalogue des Mammiféres du Musewm Na-
tional d’Histoire Naturelle, p. 195. Egypt.

Mus cahirinus E. Geoffroy Saint-Hilaire in
Desmarest, 1819. Nouwveau Dictionnaire
d’Histoire Naturelle, Nouvelle Edition 29: 70.
Next available name.

Black rat, Rattus rattus alexandrinus

Mus alexandrinus E. Geoffrov Saint-Hilaire,
1803. Catalogue des Mammiferes du Museum
National d'Histoire Naturelle, p. 192. Egvpt.

Mus alexandrinus E. Geoffroy Saint-Hilaire in
Desmarest, 1819. Nouveau Dictionnaire
d’Histoire Naturelle, Nouvelle Edition 29: 70.
Next available name.

Nile rat, Arvicanthis niloticus
Lemmus niloticus E. Geoffroy Saint-Hilaire,
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1803. Catalogue des Mammiféres du Museum
National d’Histoire Naturelle, p. 186. Egypt.
lemmus [Lemmus) niloticus E. Geoffroy Saint-
Hilaire in Desmarest, 1804. Nouveaut Diction-
naire d’Histoire Naturefle 24(4): 23. Nomen

nudum.

‘Lemmus niloticus M. Geoffroy donne ce nom a
une nouvelle espéce’ in Desmarest 1816.
Nouveau Dictionnaire d’Histoire Naturelle,
Nouvelle Edition 5: 80. Next available name.

‘arvicola [Arvicola] niloticus, Lemmus niloticus
Geoff. Descript. de F'Egypte’ [the relevant
volume did not appear until 1829, and the
species was cited there as Echimys niloticus)
in Desmarest 1822. Encyclopédie Méthodique.
Manmmalogie ou Description des Espéces de
Mammiféres 2: 281. The name niloticus is
usually attributed to this citation but it is not
the first one available after Geoffroy (1803).

NAMES WITH INCORRECT
ORIGINAL SPELLING

The Rules of Nomenclature (ICZN 1999) deter-
mine whether scientific names are spelt ‘correctly’
or ‘incorrectly’, irrespective of generally accepted
and conventional usage in other contexts. A
conventionally incorrect spelling can nevertheless
be ‘correct’ under the Rules. Where a scientific
name is spelt unconventionally, the conventional
spelling has sometimes been restored and has
come into prevailing scientific usage, adopted by
at least a substantial majority of most recent
authors. In these circumstances, the new spelling
is decmed to have become a ‘correct original
spelling” (Article 33.2.3, 33.3, ICZN 1999) and the
old spelling then reverts to the status of an
‘incorrect original spelling’. Names which were
not spelt originally in accordance with common
practice but whose spellings have never been
disputed stay as they are. An example is the
waterbuck Kobus ellipsiprymnus adolfifriderici
(Kobus adolfi-friderici Matschie, 1906. Weidwerk in
Wort und Bild 15: 234), named after Adolf
Friedrichs, Herzogs zu Mecklenberg.

Ansells’ shrew, Crocidura ansellorum

Crocidura anselli Hutterer & Dippenaar, 1987.
Bonner Zoolgische Beitriige 38: 1.’Named after
W. E H. Ansell and his son DD.H. Ansell'.
Incorrect original spelling.

Crocidura ansellorum Hulterer & Dippenaar,
1987. Correct original spelling in Hutterer &
Dippenaar (1987), Bonner Zoolgische Beitrige
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38: 269. The species was named after two
persons, so a plural genitive species-name is
required.

Egyptian fruit-bat, Rousettus aegyptiacus

Pteropus egyptiacus E. Geoffroy Saint Hilaire,
1810. Annales du Muséum National d"Histoire
Naturelle, Paris 15: 96. Incorrect original
spelling.

Rousettus aeqyptiacus (E. Geoffroy Saint Hilaire,
1810). Correct original spelling as Pteropus
aegyptiacus in E. Geoffroy Saint Hilaire
(1818), Description de UVEgypte. Mammiferes 2:
134.

This case has been fully discussed by Kock
(2001).

Anchieta’s pipistrelle, Pipistrellus anchietae

Vesperugo anchieta Seabra, 1900. Jornal de Sciencas
Mathematicas, Physicas e Naturaes (2)6(21): 26.
Incorrect original spelling.

Pipistrellus anchietac (Seabra, 1900). Correct
original spelling as Vesperugo anchietae in
Seabra (1900), Jornal de Sciencas Mathematicas,
Physicas e Naturaes (2)6(22): 120.

Pipistrelius anchietai Ellerman, Morrison-Scott
& Hayman, 1953. Southern African Mammals,
pp- 79,80,81. Incorrect subsequent spelling.

This case has been fully discussed by Kock
(2001).

Ms Curry's butterfly bat, Glauconycteris
curryae

Glauconycteris curryi Eger & Schlitter, 2001. Acta
Chiropterologica 3: 2. ‘Named in honour of
Noreen Curry.’ Incorrect original spelling,

Glawconycteris curryae Eger & Schlitter, 2001,
Correct original spelling in Eger (2001), Acta
Chiropterologica 3: 248.

The authors did not explain how the specific
name was formed but as there is no‘y’ in Latin, the
name ‘curryi’ can be assumed to have been formed
directly from the modern personal name and
therefore, as it is the name of a woman, must be
corrected to ‘curryae’ (Article 31.1.2, ICZN 1999).

European free-tailed bat, Tadarida teniotis
rueppellii
Dysopes riipelii Temminck, 1827. Monographie
Mammalium 1: 224, pl. 18. Incorrect original
spelling.
Tadarida teniotis rueppellii (Temminck, 1827).
Correct original spelling in Qumsiyeh (1985),
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Special Publications, Museum Texas Tech Uni-
versity 23: 71.

Bushbabies, Galagidae

Galagonina Gray, 1825. Aunals of Philosophy 26:
338. Incorrect original spelling.

Galaginae Gray, 1825. Correct original spelling
in Mivart (1864), Proceedings of the Zoological
Society of London, p. 637.

According to Article 29(b)(ii) of the Code (ICZN
1985b), the author who first establishes a family-
group name on the strength of a non-classical
name determines the stem by which it is formed.
Hence'Galago’ has been given the stem ‘Galagon-,
not ‘Galag-" (Jenkins 1987). However, ‘Galagidac’
has been more widely used than ‘Galagonidae’.
Schwartz et al. (1998) applied to the Commission
for the form ‘Galagidae’ to be conserved, and the
Commission has now conserved this spelling
(Opinion 1995, ICZN 2002a).

Pottos and lorises, Lorisidae
Loridae Gray, 1821. London Medical Repository,
15: 298. Incorrect original spelling.
Lorisinae Gray, 1821. Correct original spelling
in Flower & Lydekker (1891), Mammals Liv-
ing and Extinct, p. 691,
This is a parallel case to that of Galagonidae,

Temminck's bay colobus, Procolobus badius
temminckii
Colobus temminkii Kuhl, 1820. Beitrige de
Zoologie, p. 7. Incorrect original spelling,
Procolobus badius temminckii (Kuhl, 1820).
Correct original spelling, as Cercopithecus
temminckii in Ogilby 1838, Library of Enter-
taining Knowledge, The Menageries 1: 343, and
most authors.

Mountain gorilla, Gorilla gorilla beringei
Gorilla beringeri Matschie, 1903. Sitzungsberichte
der Gesellschaft Naturforschender Freunde zu
Berlin 1903: 257. Incorrect original spelling,
Gorilla beringei Matschie, 1903. Correct original
spelling in Matschie (1903), Sitzungsberichte
der Gesellschaft Naturforschender Freunde zu

Berlin 1903: 259, and of most authors.
Matschie (1903) first named this gorilla Gorilla
beringeri on page 257 but on page 259 called it
Gorilla beringei. Later he used the spelling Gorilla
beringeri twice on one page (Matschie 1904: 51) and
subsequently called it Gorilla beringei, again twice
on one page (Matschie 1905: 279). The name
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beringeri has page priority but is deemed to be an
incorrect original spelling (Article 19.3, ICZN
1999).

Sand fox, Vulpes rueppellii
Canis riippelii Schinz, 1825. Cuwvier's Thierreich 4:
508. Incorrect original spelling.
Vulpes rueppellii (Schinz, 1825). Correct original
spelling in Harrison & Bates (1991), Mam-
mals of Arabia, p. 118.

The name of this fox is nearly always misspelt as
riipellii, riippelli or rueppelli. The umlaut is to be
deleted and letter ‘e’ inserted after the ‘u’ (Article
32.5.2.1, ICZN 1999); use of the genitive ending -if
is to be maintained (Article 33.4, ICZN 1999); and
restoration of {f in Rippell’s name has long been
accepted and is a justified emendation (Article
33.2.3.1, and also Articles 32.2.2 and 33.2.2, ICZN
1999).

Burchell’'s zebra, Equus burchellii chapmani

Equus chapmanni Layard, 1865. Proceedings of the
Zoological Society of London 1865: 417. Incor-
rect original spelling.

Equus burchellii chapmani Layard, 1863. Correct
original spelling, as Equus chapmani in
Trouessart (1898), Catalogus Mammalium tam
Viventium quam Fossilium, p. 798.

This form of Burchell’s zebra was named after
James Chapman so its name has been regarded as
an incorrect original spelling.

Royal antelope, Neotragus pygmaeus

Capra pygmea Linnaeus, 1738. Systema Naturae
10th edn, 1: 67. Incorrect original spelling.
Wrongly cited as Capra pygmaea by G.M.
Allen (1939), Bulletin of the Museum of Com-
parative Zoology, Harvard 83: 498.

Neotragus pygmacus (Linnaeus, 1758). Correct
original spelling, as Moschus pygmacus, in
Linnaeus (1766), Systema Naturae 12th edn,
1:92.

Authors have adopted the spelling pygmaeus, in
accord with the masculine generic name Neotragus.
The original spelling modified to pygmens has been
ignored but was cited by Grubb (1993, i.e. 1995
reprinting) and Grubb et al. (1998). Under the new
Code, it should be disregarded.

Klipspringer, Oreotragus oreotragus
porteousi
Oreotragus saltator porteusi Lydekker, 1911.
Abstract. Proceedings of the Zoological Society of
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London 98: 38. Incorrect original spelling

Opreotragus oreotragus porteousi Lydekker, 1911,
Correct original spelling in Lydekker &
Blaine (1914), Catalogue of the Ungulate Mam-
mals in the British Museum (Natural History) 2:
130.

Red-footed striped squirrel, Funisciurus
pyrrhopus

Sciurus pyrropus [sic] E Cuvier, 1842, Histoire
Naturelle des Mammiféres 4: part 66, pl. 240
and text. Incorrect original spelling, which
was not authentically cited by G.M. Allen
(1939: 292).

Funisciurus pyrrhopus (E Cuvier, 1842). Correct
original spelling, as Sciurus pyrrhopus in
Schinz (1845), Systematisches Verzeichniss
aller bis jetzt Bekannten Sdugethiere 2: 24.

The original spelling was reintroduced by
Hoffman et al. (1993) although it had not been used
in recent years.

Naked-footed gerbils, Gerbillus
(Hendecapleura)

Endecapleura Lataste, 1882. Le Naturaliste, Paris
4: 127. Incorrect original spelling. Based on
the Ancient Greek hendeca (eleven) and
pleuron (rib). Lataste had omitted the initial
‘h’ in Roman transcription, represented by
the diacritic (rough breathing or aspiration)
above theinitial ‘e’ (epsilon)in Greek script.

Hendecapleura Lataste, 1882. Correct original
spelling in Lataste in Poliakoff (1884),
Annales Museum Civico di Storia Naturale,
Genova 20: 258, footnote, and of most
authors.

Verreaux’s rat, Myomyscus verreauxi

Mus verroxii A. Smith, 1834. South African Quar-
terly Journal 2: 156. Incorrect original spell-
ing

Myomyscus verreauxi (A. Smith, 1834). Correct
original spelling, as Mus verrequxi in WL.
Sclater (1901), Mammals South Africa 2: 45,
and of most authors.

The name is cited as Myomys verroxii by G.M.
Allen (1939) or Myomys colonus verroxii by Roberts
(1951). The subsequent spelling has since become
preferred as Rattus (Praonys) verreauxiin Ellerman
et al. (1953), Praomys verreauxi in Davis (1974),
Praomys (Myomyscus) verreauxi in Misonne (1974)
and Honacki et al. (1982), Myomyscus verreauxi in
Meester et al. (1986) and Musser & Carleton (1993),
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and Mastomys verreauxii [sic] in Stuart & Stuart
(1988).

NAMES ALTERED TO GIVE
‘INCORRECT SUBSEQUENT
SPELLINGS’

Names in which the terminal ‘i has been removed
(e.g. selousi in Equus burchellii selousii) are not cited
here. Use of the genitive ending -ii is to be

maintained (Article 33.4, ICZN 1999).

Northern talapoin, Miopithecus ogouensis
Miopithecus ogouensis Kingdon, 1997. The
Kingdon Field Guide to African Mammals, p. 55.
Miopithecus ogoouensis Gautier-Hion, Colyn &
Gautier, 1999. Histoire Naturelle des Primates
d’Afrique Centrale, p. 57. Incorrect subse-
quent spelling.

Kingdon (1997) accepted that this was a distinct
species, as yet undescribed, and gave it a name
together with a description and two illustrations.
He then stated that ‘A nomen nudum, ‘Miopithecus
ogouensis’ is used here in anticipation of a formal
description’. This is taken to be an incorrect inter-
pretation of the nature of the name he had just
proposed, not a conditional naming - one made
with stated reservations (Article 15.1, 1ICZN 1999) -
so the name is considered to be available. The
specific name alludes to the Ogdoué River and has
been changed by Gautier-Hion ef al. (1999) but this
is an incorrect subsequent spelling. The appropri-
ate construction of the name would have been
‘ogootieensis’ not ‘ogoonensis’ but the spelling used
by the author of the name remains the correct
original spelling.

Miss Waldron’s bay colobus monkey,

Procolobus badius waldroni

Colobus badius waldroni Hayman, 1936. Proceed-
ings of the Zoological Secicty of London 1936:
915. ‘I have much pleasure in connecting
with this remarkably handsome discovery
the name of Miss [E] Waldron, who contrib-
uted much to the success of the expedition.’

Piliocolobus badius waldronae Kingdon, 1997. The
Kingdon Field Guide fo African Mantmals, p. 26.
Incorrect subsequent spelling.

Although this monkey was named after a
woman, it could be inferred that her name was
latinized to ‘Waldronus’, which would give the
genitive form ‘Waldroni’. All editions of the Code
indicate that the sex of the person acknowledged
in a species-group name does not determine
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whether the latinized form should be in the first or
second declension. There is no call for an emenda-
tion of the name.

Kisangani red colobus monkey, Procolobus
badius parmentieri

Colobus rufomitratus parmentieri Colyn &
Verheven, 1987. Revue de Zoologie Africaine
101: 126.

Colobus rufomitratus parmentierorum Colyn
1993. Revue de Zoologie Africaine 107: 319,
footnote. Incorrect subsequent spelling.

The authors of this new subspecies wrote ‘Nous
dédions cette nouvelle sous-espéce de colobe
rouge 2 Monsieur et Madame E Parmentier qui
résidaient a I'époque de nos recherches prés de
Ubundu’ (Colyn & Verheyen 1987). The name
could be taken to be an incorrect original spelling
under the rules then applying (Article 32 C, ICZN
1985b) on the grounds that itis named after M. and
Mme. Parmentier, and therefore should take the
plural genitive form ‘parmentieroruny’ (Colyn 1993).
However, the rules concerning interpretations
of the intentions of authors are not explicit,
especially when one is inferring whether or notan
author intended a name to take a form requiring
the genitive plural when he or she nevertheless
used the singular. This monkey is ‘dedié¢ a" not
‘nommé d’aprés’ M. and Mme. Parmentier. The
authors have commemorated the family name
rather than naming the monkey after the two
persons. The distinction may seem pedantic but it
could save us from changing the spelling to
parmenticrorunt.

African wild-cat, Felis silvestris lybica
Felis Iybica Forster, 1780. Buffon’s Naturgeschichte
der vierfiissigen Thiere 6: 313.
Felis libyca Ellerman & Morrison-Scott 1951.
Checklist of Palacarctic and Indian Mammals,
p- 304. Incorrect subsequent spelling.

Burchell's zebra, Equus burchellii crawshaii
Equus burchelli crawshaii de Winton, 1896. An-
nals and Magazine of Natural History 17: 319.
E. b. crawshayi Pocock 1897, Annals and Magazine
of Natural History 20: 46. Incorrect subse-
quent spelling.

Pocock’s emendation was accepted by some
authors but the name is not often cited. Recently
Smithers & Lobao Tello (1976), Ansell (1978), and
Ansell & Dowsett (1988) have treated crawshaii as
the correct spelling for the name of the narrow-
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striped zebras of northern Mozambique, Malawi
and Zambia. The name is correctly formed (cf. spekii,
cokif) and it may be proper to use this original spell-
ing especially as use of the genitive ending -ii is to
be maintained (Article 33.4, ICZN 1999).

Bongo, Tragelaphus eurycerus
Antilope eurycerus Ogilby, 1837. Proceedings of the
Zoological Society of London 1836: 120.
Tragelaphus euryceros Gray, 1850. Gleanings from
the Menagerie and Aviary at Knowsley Hall,
p- 27. Incorrect subsequent spelling; a com-
mon error.

Bushbuck, Tragelaphus scriptus roualeynei
Antelopus ronaleynei Gordon Cumming, 1850. A
Hunter’s Life in South Africa 2: 163, 168.
Tragelaphus scriptus roualeyni Thomas 1891. Pro-
ceedings of the Zoological Society of London
1891: 389. Incorrect subsequent spelling
(Grubb 1999).

Yellow-backed duiker, Cephalophus
silvicultor

Antilope silvicultrix Afzelius, 1815. Nowa Acta
Regiae Societatis Sciemtarium Upsalicnsis 7:
265.

Cephalophus sylvicultor Thomas, 1892. Proceed-
ings of the Zoological Society of London 1892:
416. Incorrect subsequent spelling and a
very common error.

The feminine silvicultriv changes to the mascu-
line silvicultor when allocated to Cephalophus. The
Latin word Ssilva’ is often treated as ‘sylva’, in
parallel with the Greek ‘hyla’ according to the
Oxford English Dictionary. Hence, spellings of the
stem can be sylo- or silv-. Mammalian specific
names such as sylvanus, sylvatica, sylvestris and
sylviaare quite common, but there are also silvicola,
silvatica or silvestris. The original spelling of the
stem, in this case sifv-, should be followed.

Kongoni or Coke’s hartebeest, Alcelaphus
buselaphus cokii

Alcelaphus cokii Gunther, 1884. Annals and Maga-
zine of Natural History (5)14: 426.

Alcelaphus cokei Johnston, 1886. Kilima-Njaro
Expedition, p. 65. Incorrect subsequent spell-
ing. Use of the genitive ending -ii is to be
maintained (Article 33.4, ICZN 1999).

Welman’s gerbil, Tatera (kempi) welmanni
Tateronawelmanni [sic] St Leger, 1929. Annalsand
Magazine of Natural History (10)3: 387.
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Tatera welmani Rosevear, 1969. The Rodents of
West Africa. Incorrect subsequent spelling
even though it is named after J. B. Welman,
not Welmann.

CONCLUSIONS

The new Code (ICZN 1999) came into effect from
January 2000. It offers more opportunities to main-
tain nomenclatural stability without having to
appeal to the ICZN. Unused senior family-group
names and forgotten original spellings or neglected
senjor synonyms of species-group names can now
become invalid without a ruling from the ICZN.
The most contentious cases involving nomencla-
ture (e.g. Genetta maculata) do not necessarily
require intervention by the ICZN. The ICZN has
recently published rulings concerning the conser-
vation of Hippotragus Sundevall, 1845, and the
availability of E. Geoffroy Saint-Hilaire (1803). The
last ruling affects the dating (and authorship) of
Hemiechinus auritus aegyptius, Hippotragus equinus,
Alcelaphus caama, Gerbillus pyramidum, Acomys
cahirinus, Rattus rattus alexandrinus, Arvicanthis,
A. nilvoticus and perhaps Mystromys albicaudatus, as
well as the validity of Vulpes vulpes niloticus. The
conservation of Tragelaphini Blyth and Reduncinae
Knottnerus-Meyer will have to be addressed,
while authors may see a need to consider the
availability of Galagoides demidoff, the authorship of
G. rondoensis and G. udzungrwensis, and the validity
of Damaliscus pygargus and Cricetomys dissimilis.
The stability of a name for the rusty-spotted genet
(commonly known as Genetta rubiginosa) is threat-
ened and is being discussed at the moment.
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