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54 PITFALLS

My principal object was to visit Sebituane, the great chief
of the Makololo, who was reported to live some two hundred
miles beyond Lake Ngami. The day after our arrival I
applied to Lechulatebe for guides. He objected, fearing lest
other white men should go thither also and give Sebituane
guns ; whereas he hoped by obtaining a monopoly of firearms
to get the ascendency. He at last unwillingly promised to
give us guides, then again declined, and sent men to the
Bayeiye with orders to refuse us a passage across the river.
I tried hard to form 2 raft, but the dry wood was so worm-
caten that it would not bear the weight of a single person.
I worked many houts in the water, for I was not then aware
of the number of alligators in the Zouga, and never think
of my labours without feeling thankful that I escaped their
jaws. The season was now far advanced ; and as Mr. Oswell
volunteered to go to the Cape and bring up a boat, W€
resolved to make our way south again.

Coming down the Zouga, we had time to look at its banks.
They arc very beauntiful, and resemble in many parts the
viver Clyde above Glasgow. The side to which the water
swings is perpendicular, the other is sloping and grassy.
The Bayeiye dig pitfalls on these declivities to entrap the
animals as they come to drink. The holes are seven Of
eight feel deep, about as long at the mouth, and threc or
four feet wide. They gradually decrease as they descend,
till they are only about a foot in width at the bottom. This
occasions the animal to wedge himself firmly in by his
weight and struggles. They are usually in pairs, with a
wall a foot thick between the ends of each, in order that,
if the beast, when he feels his fore legs descending, should
try to save himself, he may spring forward into the second.
All the excavated earth is removed to 2 distance, so as not
to excite suspicion in the animals. Reeds and grass are
1aid across the top; and are then strewn with sand, which
is watered, that it may appear exactly like the surrounding
ground. Some of our party plumped, more than once, into
these pitfalls, even when searching for them that they might
open them and prevent the loss of our cattle. 0Old elephants
have been known to precede the herd and whisk off the
coverings of the traps on each side the whole way down to
the water.
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The trees which adorn the banks of the Zouga areé
magnificent. Two enormous baobabs (ddansonia digitata),
or mowanas, grow near its confluence with the lake. The
largest was 76 feet in girth. The palmyra appears here and
there. The mokuchong or moshoma bears an edible fruit
of indifferent quality, but the tree itself would be a fine
specimen of arboreal beauty in any part of the world. The
trunk is often converted into canoes. The motsouri, which
produces 2 pink plum containing a pleasant acid juice,
resembles an orange tree in its dark evergreen foliage, and
a cypress in its form. It was now winter-time, and we saw
nothing of the flora. wild indigo abounded, as indeed it
does over large tracts of Africa. It is called mohetdlo, or
the * changer,” by the boys, who colour their ornaments
of straw with the juice. There are two kinds of cotton in
the country, and the Mashona, who convert it into cloth,
dye it blue with this plant.

We found the elephants in prodigious sumbers on the
southern bank. They come to drink by night, and throw
large quantities of water over their bodies. While enjoying
the luxury they may be heard screaming with delight.
They evince their horror of pitfalls by proceeding in a
straight line to the Desert, and never diverge till they are
eight or ten miles off. At the Limpopo, to the south-east,
they are upwards of twelve feet high; here they were only

‘eleven; and further north they are only nine feet. The

koodoo, or tolo, seemed smaller than those to which we
had been accustomed. We saw specimens of the kuabaoba,
or straight-horned thipoceros (R. Oswellii), which is a
variety of the white (R. simus); and we found that, from
the horn being projected downwards, it did not obstruct the
line of vision, which enables this species to be much more
wary than its neighbours.

We discovered an entirely mnew and beautiful species of
water-antelope, called leché or lechwi. It is of a light
brownish-yellow colour. The chest, belly, and orbits are
nearly white. The horns, which are exactly like those of
the Aigoceros ellipsiprimnus, the water-buck, or tumoga of
the Bechuanas, rise from the head with a slight bend back-
wards, and then curve forwards at the points. From the
horns to the withers the male has a small mane of the same
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414 TROPICAL BIRDS

the i
ther:k::e m;:z%n_t:)el among the green glancing leaves; but
workins wite i1sible myriads, all brimful of enjoylilent
s ool it tﬁeverttmng mandibles on leaves, and stalks,
fite aooneath e soil. Indeed the universality of organic;
oy ons betikt n1innantl}:ae of happy existence encircling the
sn’lri}le o; all the work% of I-E;eieax;f;sd our benignant Fatliers
Wantien:r;l; ofothe tropics have been described as generally
applicaTJle to€1 wer of song; but this was certainly mnot
e to lany parts in Londa, though there birds are
thoust no{ : cai:'ce, wh_xle here the chorus, or body of son
fough o inbc;z azl‘momou‘s, was not much smaller in volumgé
the Tasi b pgd and. Some of the notes resemble those of
jotien a;e nd in .e?d there are several of that family; two
ohners ar too unhkg those of the thrush. One brough,t the
Songs iuy mind, and another the robin; but their
songs anytlhni nenngvceci.“w:th several curious abrupt notes
ok o gtl nglish. O}le utters deliberately peek
violi,n-qtz-inn: r’}o 1ler bas a single note like a stroke on a’
e notés i fe o heb 11110}(\}';1 reza gives forth a screamine set
with what the n;tiv:%c ]:;lz)l;‘dis“‘,‘hle)lt.llldiStu;bEdJ ey CODClaudeS
more tpat the S a, pula ™ (rain, rai
» f::allii\:“us\vcte]p: weep, weep.” Then there( is tl;e ?:)?1)& lc)lut
and the * chi,ker:,L ChilI{)::l"I:.‘l}IIII:;:, I;llmpurlu e turtle-doveg,’
d k s <, churr, churr "
i&dlf{nogf;zbm?uy' near villages we hearOfathii}r;flnezE
Afrx'canbbirds 11::?'1:11:5 bte};i f‘ailst'of o Jouls. These
c I¢ ) > anting in song s as i
};(;(:Itga ;owigf tlt;};egl npli'al.;es. In nhot dry O\veZtllrll;fh c;lrb :1‘:

s fierce, all are still : i
ﬁxjitngogius::})l\yer a'l} burst forth at once into m;l:l';r i‘z,llt.lsl ::113
v ing co fa; 'oxp.. l]’l.e early mornings and the cool evZnin 5
Jecidony 2 ;g'}x)te times for singing. The majority ha§:
gonerail. soie er plumage, though collectors havin
Sonerally selec ed the gaudiest as the most valu ’bl s

yed the idea that the birds of the tropics e nave
parttlposssess gorgeous plumage ropics for the most

15tn.—Several of my men 1 i i
other insects withouty any \;2:5:(3 bfc:suull:lt:;t:nb);;asil:de;s o
. par-
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ticularly noticed a large caterpillar, called lezuntabuea,
having a dark body covered with long grey hairs, rese'mbhng
a porcupine in miniature. If it is touched the hairs run
into the pores of the skin, inflicting sharp pricks. Some
others have a similar means of defence; and when the hand
comes in contact with them, as in passing a bush on which
they happen to be, the effect resembles the stinging of
nettles. From the great number of caterpillars a considerable
variety of butterflies is produced, none of them, however,
being remarkable for the gaudiness of their colours.

In passing along we crossed the hill Vungue or Mvungwe,
which forms the watershed between those sand-rivulets
which run to the N.E. and others which flow southward, as
the Kapopo, Ue, and Due, which run into the Luia. We
found that many elephants had been feeding on a black-
coloured plum called Mokoronga, having purple juice and a
delicious flavour. It grows most abundantly throughout
this part of the country, and the natives eagerly devour it,
as it is said to be periectly wholesome, or, as they express
it, “ pure fat.” Though hardly larger than a cherry, we
found that the elephants had stood picking them off
patiently by the hour. We observed the foot-prints of a
black rhinoceros (Rhiinoceros bicornis, Linn.) and her cali,
am amimal which is remarkably scarce in all the country
north of the Zambesi. The white rhinoceros (Rhinoceros
simus of Burchell), or Mohéhu of the Bechuanas, is quite
extinct here, and will soon become unknown in the country
to the south. It feeds almost entirely on grasses, and, being
of a timid unsuspecting disposition, falls an easy prey on
the introduction of firearms. The black possesses a more
savage nature, and from its greater wariness keeps its
ground better than its more timid neighbour. Four varieties
of the rhinoceros are emummerated by naturalists, but my
observation led me to conclude that there are but two; and
that the other supposed species consist simply of differences
in size, age, and the direction of the lorns, just as if we
were to reckon the short-horned cattle a different species

from the Alderneys or the Highland breed. I find, however,

that Dr. Smith, the best judge in these matters, is quite
decided as to the propriety of the subdivision into three or
four species. The absence of both these rhinoceroses among
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the reticulateq rivers i

for by the circu1nsl;szzzllrcletlfl;§a‘:te':1t1ral Toey mmay be accounted young till they are fully fledged; during all which time,
Prey to the nativeg in their o Y would be' such an easy ; stated to be two or three months, the male continues to feed
i 210es at the periods of inunda- ; her and the young family. The prisoner generally becomes

oor slave of a husband gets so lean
of the temperature he is
This is the onth in which

quite fat, while the p
that on any sudden lowering
benumbed, falls down, and dies,

Teport that anet .
north near Lake ITSe}:u;:let:;%:thoé waters existg sgill further the female enters the nest; she comes forth about the end
Southwards, 7The Batoica have o maonted of April, at the period when the corn is ripe; indeed, her
the ostrich in their language : 10 mame for appearance abroad with her young is one of the signs for
considerable numperg i thi énﬁt’ 1flS the former ‘exists iy knowing when harvest ought to commence. She js said
and Chobe, they may have comg? ormed by the Zambes; sometiwes to hatch her eggs at intervals, the second couple
western ridge. The Chobe would rom the north along the of young ones making their appearance just when the first
narrow to act as gy obstacle to fhe SEan to have !)een' too are ready to leave the nest; in this case the female comes
I{a»'e come into that district from thg“aﬁe» f"UPposmg it to out with the first couple, the orifice is again plastered up,
Tiver into which tuat stream fi € south; but the broag and both male and female attend to the wants of the young
Presented an impassaple barri Qs seems always to haye which arc left.
ostrich, though they abound r;flr {o ?Oth the giraffe anq the The honey-guides are very assiduous in their friendly
the Kalahari Desert and t),e co 1 f southern border » both in offices, and enabled my men to get a large quantity of honey;
We passed through large tmgtzi ryfc;vf Mashona. but though bees abound, the wax of these parts forms no
My men caught , great bman bf (211 Topane country, and : article of trade, as it does in Londa. It is probable that the
(Tockus e"ythrorhvnchus) in t.}; ot the birds calleq Korwé good market for wax afforded to Angola by the churches of
11 the mopane-trees. On the ; ?hl b.reedmg-places in holes i Brazil led to the gradual development of that branch of
korwe, just ready for the femalge t“e Passed the nest of a ; commerce there. The reports brought by my other party
plastered on both, sides, but 5 o ref ¢ the orifice wyg from Loanda of the value of wax induced some of my present
Size of the hirg’s body. ’ The holspz‘1ce was left exactly the companions to bring small quantities of it to Tete, but, not
case found to he Prolonged some de in the tree was in cvery ) being properly prepared, it was so datk coloured that no one
opening, and thither the korwe all;tan‘ce upwards ahove the would purchase it; I afterwards saw a little at Kilimane,
caught. The first time that [ gqyy t1 ays fled to €scape being which had been piocured from the natives somewhere in this
as I was standing by 4 tree a n t."S bird 'as at Kolobeng region. Though we were now approaching the Portuguese
the nest of 4 korwe.” I qaw onlft 1ve exclaimed, ¢ There is ; settlement, the country was still full of large game. Lions
wide and three or four inches o v a slit, %bOHt half an jpen and hysenas abounded; the former are never destroyed, as
tree. Thinking the word korwendg » 18 a slight hollow of the : the people believe that the souls of their chiefs enter into
I waited witp Interest to see whgt lf noted some smalj animal, them, and that a chief mav even metamorphose himself into
at bie would extract he broke a lion, kill any one he “chooses, and then return to the

huan form; whenever therefore they see one they com-
mence the usual salutation of clapping their hands. As an
evidence of the numbers of these animals I may mention
that we saw little huts made in trees, indicating the places
where some of the inhabitants have slept when benighted
in the ficlds. As Iny men frequently left the line of march
in order to catch korwes, or follow the honey-guides, they

¢ .
hl:)claeclaa_::dwll:;gﬁﬂitzrroutndedrthe slit, put his arm into the
e, e SUL out a Tockyg - ]
which he killed. FHe informeq lfneo:hz::dvf}fgfed e

;::t hform ]of his beak. The female makes a
ers, lays her €88s, hatches they and remaing with th
R ains e




