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time had in fome meafure wore it
out. i
(T0 be continued.)

4 Letter from a Gentleman travelling
in ltaly to bhis Friend in England,
giving an Account of the Curidfities
in Nature be Jaw 1n_the Cabinet of
Aldrovandus, at Bologna.

(Continued from Page 87, aad
concluged,) '

| FROM this vaft feries we pafled
l ~ "to the fmaller, bat more beauti-
i\ ful inhabicants of the fea, the fhell-

| filh. Here we faw all the treafures

|  of this elegant part of nature’s
i work arranged in a piturefque or-
der. The almcft infinite variety of
the buccinum, the murex, and the
purpura began the feries: Thefe
were followed by the wilks and
conches, & all the train of the {crew=
fbells. Next came the painted vo-
lutes ; and among them lay the fa-
mous admiral, and gay vice-admi-
ral, the firft diftinguifhed by its yel-
ow band ; the whole train follow-
d, nor were there wanting beanty
of an equal kind in the tyger, the
fpotted pard-fhe!l, and the glowing
butterfly. From thefe we came to
the limpets, varied in dyes as well
as form, the ear-fhell, and the vait
variety of thofe that have been
named from teeth. Thefe were {uc-
ceeded by the nautili, a wonderous
tribe, part thick and firm, part
light as air, and thin and white as
the fineft paper. The thick kind
fhewed a thoufand divifions into
which their inner cavity was form-
ed, parted by pearly cells, & thro’
them zll ran a pipe of communica-
tion ; the thinner are all vacant,
Thefe float vpon the {urface of the
{ea, 2 kind of polypeis their inha-
bitant,' Two of its legs ferve in
the place of oars, and from its wide
mouth is expanded the fine mem-
brane which bellies before the
wind, fwelling into a fail. The

nerites and the {nails of varied li-

very followed, and after thefe came
in a lefs feries, the ccckle,’ the
elcallop, the oyiter kinds ; theVenus
trezafure and the ribbed heart ; the
fmopth t¢lline, and the rovgh pho-

‘while living, to many purpofes ; but
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las. Here the chama fhewed it8
cut-off edge, and there the earlef-
efcallop mimicked the humbie
cockle. The mufcles followed ;-a
varied, tho’ a lefs beaatiful train,
and with thefe came the pinna, its
vaft breadth ill-fupported by its
fcanty fubitance; and from its bafe
the tuft of threads finer at once and
fironger than the filk, hung out and
courted the manufature. Near thig
were preferved the gloves fabricated:-
from the glofly threads, and vying
with the fineft filk, The Berniclea
firange clafs followed ; the centre-
fhell, and the long-riecked kind,
the legs of the included fith, or call
them arms, or fins, are hairy ; thefe
as they hang out of the gaping
fhell, have fome rude refemblancey
perhaps to feathers; and from this
fingle circumftance it was fuppofed
that the flights of birds appearing at
flated times on the fame coafts, were
hatched from them. The firft 4c-
counts declared what was the truth,
that thefe fhells adhered to old
boards and trunks of trees fallen ac-
cidentally into the fea ; the whole
tribe does fo ; and from this fingle.
circumftance thofe who repeated the
firange ftory, fwelled the miracle
ftill further, and not content with
aflerting that the birds were pro-
duced out of thefe thells, aflferted
that the fhells themfelves grew up-
on trees, and were the regular pro-
duce after their blofloms, in the,
manner of fruit. Thus, from a
fingle mifiske grew the complicated
blunder of fhell-fith being the fruit
of trees, and of their produce being
not other fhell fith, but birds. The
fhelly world was clofed in this col-
lection by the echini, {ea-eggs or
fea-urchins. The variety of thefe
were vaft, and their condition dif-
ferent. In fome the naked fhell
was all that was preferved, in cthérs
a few of the {pines, in others the:
whole agmature, of the fhells them~
felves. The armature - of {pines
were wonderfully different, in fome .
they were fmall, {lender, & pointed
like the fineft needles ; in others,
they were fhort, flender and crook «
ed; in others they were ere& and
larger. They ferve the creaturg
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as they are connedted by flethy bafes
so the verge, ’tis not a wonder that
they fall off on the leatt touch, when
the body of the creature has been
wathed away. They are not only
adefence againft many a devourer,
whole teader jaws dare not to feize
upon the porcupine covering; bat
they ferve alfo to walk with. The
creature brings as many of them
into ufe on this occafion, as it
pleafes, and can by their means
theow- itfelf on one fide or the o-
ther, and move with any part up-
wards, and in any dire@ion. T hefe
fpecies were matched with thofe of
the flony  world, and the fuppofed
petrified olives thewn in their recent
itate.on one of the animals. The
infeét tribe came next in view, pre -
ferved in glaffes between talcs, and
1p a thoufand varied manners. The
worm, the beetle and the butterfly
here had ‘each their feveral place.
The ftag-fly here fhewed its thick
and divaricated horns ; the capri-
corn, 1n another place firetched out
1ts whole length of flender ones
over the back, and continued be-
yond the tail. We here faw the co-
chineal, fuppofed afeed, but thus
known for a'perfe@ animal. Thofe
who have owned it fuch, have pre-
tended 1o trace it from its ftate of
the werm into the winged beetle,
and have attempted to thew it like
our lady-cow. We could here trace
it perfe@, and faw it of a different
form, and of a figure which it ne.
ver changes. The kermes next at-
trafted oar attention, ‘2 yet more
fhapelefs animal, bloated with its
own young, and fcarce retaining
any thing of its form. The glow-
worm, and its winged mate appear=-
€d here, and likewife the water-
beetles of many kinds, the mill-
beetle, the black ftaphiline, turning
up his naked tail, as if in act to
firike the imaginary wound. The
cricket clofed this feries, and in the
locuft, and the grafshopper, the
frightful ~“mole-cricket, ‘and the
preying mantis fhewed "their won.
derous forms. The flies, the pro-
duce of the water-worms to whom
a day is the whole period of life ap-
peaied next: And the libellz, the
dragon-flies thay coalk about our

ponds. From thefe the colle&ion
defcended tothe flies that buz about
our houfes, and that fting our cattle
not a feries was wanting. T he fpider
next, in the whole numerous kind,
appeared in a long order; and
followed thefe the fcorpion the
largeft of the infet kind, and feem.
ingly the link connefting that
feries, and thenext above approach-
ing tothe crab. The guadrupeds
laft fhewed chemfelves. The moufe
and the rat hind began the feries,
from thefe we rofe to the opoflum,
famous for that falfe fkin covering
its belly, which forms a bag for re-
ceiving its helplefs young in time
of danger. It was hence at one
time fuppofed to take them into its
uterus again. The beaver next
appeared, famoys for medicinal
ufe, as well as clothing ; its fcaly
tail feeming to join the fithy nature
to the quadruped. The fquirrel
perched upon his bough; and the
flying kind had its broad fides ex-
panded, fo as to fhew the mem-
brane ftretched from the fore to the
hind legs, not refembling, though
doingz the office of wings. The
porcupine clofed this feries: its
quills ereét as if in a& todart them-
felves forth. They ferve as a de-
fence, and a very powerful one for
3 weak animal againft many a dee
ftroyer ; but they have no power of
being darted out as weapons as has
been idly faid. The ant-bear fpread
its flat-tail over the next cafe ; and
near it crawled, as yet alive, the
thort-legged fcaly lizard. Both thefe
have tongues of anenormous length,
and both live by throwing them out
on ant-hills, and feeding on what
fix upon them. From thefe we rofe
to the whole fkins of the monkey
kind, the bear, the tyger, the leo-
pard, and the lion. The rhinoce-
ros furnifhed his horn, and another
fpecies not well diftinguifhed by the
writers on the fubjeét; its double
weapon of the fame kind explaining
the fuppofed ftrange Eaﬂ'age of the
Roman poet, who talks of the dou- |
ble horn of this creature. Next
were a numerous quantity of glaffes,
containing, preferved in fpirits, the
whole ferpent and lizard kind ; nor ™
was there wapting the painted tq?
g L toife
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toife or the toad of Surinam, pre-
ducing its young cat of its back.
‘We thought we had done, but there
semained a treafure of another kind.
The doors were thrown cpen that
feemed to fhutin alarge book cafe:
There appeared a library of a new
kind, near two hundred volumes
ftood on the fhelves, uniform, vaft
folios. Thefe were the author’s
manufcripts; they were opencd 1o
us one by one, till we were tired of
gazing. Theycontained befide the
fubftance of 21l that had been writ-
ten on natural hiftory by others,
the author’s own innumerable ob-
fervations, and they contained
nearly all the animals of the world,
and a vaft multitade of its plants
and minerals, drawn and coloared
to the life, by his own hand.

A View of Poriticar LeETTERS
avhich have appeared in the Public

v Papers.

B. in the Gazetteer, fpeaking

¢ of a Pamphlet called® "¢« A
Specch, &c.” fays, “ It muft open
the eyes of the mcft prejudiced ; &
mankind muit {ee their error, -and
the dreadful counfequences attend-
ing it, before they will correct and
amend. A two fhilling pamghlet
will, I am afraid, fall but into few
hands ; your paper into great nom-
ers, Some of your able and in-
genious correfpendents may be led
to draw flill greater inferences
from the fubje&t-matter 1t contains,
and point out the dreadful effefts
of an oppofite, yet equally dange-
rous caufz. Ifhall norat this time
entcr into a particular examination
of this well-wrote piece; but can-
not forbear hinting at the main
icope of it. . _
This piece, which carries the
flrongeft marks of truth, pointsout,
in the cleareit manner poffible, a
flrong violation of the Contiitution
of this coantry by the prefent ade
miniftration, Whatever they may
fay to the contrary, the fatt is
indifputably true. Both houfes
of P—— have judged and declared
it fo by the a¢t of indemnity which
they have pafled to fave the offen-
gers from -that juft punifhment

whichisd ue to men who have ad-
vifed the beft of Princes toa =—
This tendernefs to thefe agents
was certainly juft and right, asthat
illegal aét became abf{olutely necef~
fary, at the time, to {ave the whole
kingdom from infallible ruin; but
what fhall we fay of men who (as
this pamphlet clearly fhews) fuffer-
ed the kingdom to fall into fuch
imminent danger, as to render fuch
a flep eflential to its prefervation ;
and who, through ignorance, neg-
igence, or obftinacy, have been
the caufe of the evils we have expe-
rienced ; of the lofs of the lives of
many of our fellow-fubjefts, and of
the properties of many others?
Shert-fighted politiciansis the leaft
which can be faid of fuch; and
furely, on that fuppofition, they are
the moft unfit te have any fhare in
adminiftration. But after what we
have experienced for upwards of
twenty-five years in the tergiverfa-
ticn of one man, and within thefe
three years, of another accomplice ;
when any part of the bufinefs of
parliament, fhall be iermed Mina-
tiz, vnworthy of being attended,
known, or enquired into; when
the dreadful word tyranny fhall be
thought of, and uttered, without
horror 3 a tyranny of forty days
{even mentioned by thofe who have
itunned the kingdom with the word
Liberty, and fet fuch exorbitant a
price on the confinement of two or
three low .individuals for a few
hours) muft give alarm. Forty
days tyranny over fome millions of
people, over awhole kingdom, da-
red to be mentioned as a trifie, muft
lead fober.thinking men to do more
than fufpedt, that the neceflity was
intenticnally {uffered to arife, that
a tyranny might be introduced
which fhould endure even beyond
forty days ;———that it was a trial
how far the people might come to
bear and approve of defpotifm,
when they tafted of the {weets from
the firit operation, I repeat itagain,
that there is reafon for more than
fufpicion, againft two fuch men,
that the caufes of the neceffity for
{uch an aét of tyranny, were fore-
feen and intended, or at leaft th:t
the
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