


e m  black rhino to be born here in  t e n  gen,  t h e  zoo vetcr inarians a r e  in  charge 
yc:irs, ct~lebrntctl h i s  first 1)irthd;ty in of investigating th i s  mysterious disease 
Octo l~r~r .  Arlcl in May 200!) h(: w : ~ s j o i ~ ~ c t l  t I 1 i 1 1  secllls to I)e rc~sl~.ictetl l o  ;111im:11s in 
by a fen~;lle calf called 13ilshira. As Asnni c:rptivity. 
a n d  Bashira  grow u p  ant1 develop their  ICnglish surnmary of i t em i n  Zoortyt hide - which on rhinos can be u p  to two 
inches 1.50 mm] thiclr - lh(! zoo can  con- ( S u m m e r  2010) 

t inue  to record tlleir progress. 
Thr 1,ittmann 3200 electronic stctho-  

scope*, which h a s  I)ecn singled oul I)y 
I'oplrltrt. Scipric.c~ m i ~ g u z i ~ ~ c ~  ils lhcl '111no- 
vation of t h e  Ye;tr', n~npl i f i es  sounds by 
2 4  tirncbs a n d  rctluces bi~clcgrountl noise 
by an  :~vcr:~go ol'H5'h. I t  h i ~ s  been prinla- 
rily developecl for u s e  I)y cardiologists. 
hospitnl specialists ant1 C P s  on h u m a n  
patienls.  I t  will help to minimise t h e  
n u m b c ~ -  of'f:~lsi* ncgnt ivc" ~.esul ts ,  where 
h e a r t  corlclitjons ilren t detccbted, ancl also 
'false positives', where  p:~t ients  a r e  un- 
necess:~~.ily refcrred to :I consul tar~t .  

I'etr~. Itobinson, :<h4 scnior leclll~ical 
services specialisl,  com~ncwtcd: "I'hrrc's 
been considerable interest  in  th i s  new 
model from medical professionals a n d  
w e ' r ~  rlr*lighted t h a t  i ts  benefits can  be 
transposed to Ihc cq l~nl ly  challenging 
fields of veter inary a n d  zoological medi- 
cine.' 

Antl it's not only t.he rhinos t h a t  will he 
I)encfit ingnt  the  zoo. As J i ~ ~ ~ l c s  Cl~ :~ t tc r ton  
addetl: 'If i t  wclrks t l i ; ~ t  well on a rhino, 
just  i n ~ : ~ g i n e  I I I ) ~  well we can now moni- 

1)c:troit Zoo, M i c h i g a n ,  U.S.A. 

'I'l~c zoo's 1)reeding propi1111 l i ~ r  t h e  criti- 
cally endangered I'uerto Rican crested 
toad (Peltovhryne lernrrr) h a s  yielded t h e  
I)c>sl resul ts  in ten years  wilh 3.701 t:ltl- 
poles. Tlw zoo kep t  20 ladpoles for l i ~ l i ~ r e  
I~reed ing  a t  i ts  National Amphibian Con- 
servation Center  ancl shipped t h e  rest  to 
Cabo Rqjo, Puerto Ilico, for release into 
t h c  wild. 

T h e  zoo h a s  been working to preserve 
t h c  species since 1999. 'Establishing a 
new population of amphi1)iiins in  their  
natural  cnvironmcnl is  cnol-~nously g r ~ ~ t i -  
fjring a n d  one very important  way th :~ t  
t h e  National Amphibian Conservation 
Ccnte r  helps to  save  amphibi;lns,' says  
Chief Life Sciences Officer Scot t  Carter .  
'I'he award-winning center  is a state-of- 
the-a r t  facility t h a t  boasts  a spectacular 
tliversity of frogs, loiltls, s:tlnmwnders, 
newts  ancl caecilinns. T h e  IYr~l l  Strrlr,t 
,Jonrnnl tlul)bed t h e  nttrnction 'Disncy- 
I i ~ n d  for to:~tls'. 

t.or c r l  her. i ~ n i n ~ i ~ l s  i r ~  o ~ r r  C':II'C.' 
Cortrlect (Associalion of Zoos i ~ n d  

Z dlugcrzine (Spring 2010) Aquariums),  hlay 2010 

T h e  European po~)u la t io r~  of h,lnlnyan 
tapirs  counts a round  50 individuals of 
which a large n r ~ m b c r  suSfcr fro111 a inys- 
terious dental  disease. Several of t h e  
tapirs  in Copenhagen Zoo have suffered 
from tlcntal problems ovrr  t h e  pas t  few 
years. T h e  vrt,erinarians examine t h e  
teeth thoroughly a n d  taltc X-rays to  cs- 
tablish whether  t h e  roots a r e  damaged.  
If lhc, roots a r c  not Itc:~llhy the  tct!lh get 
loose i~n t l  nct*tl to I>(. cxtri~clctl .  In coop- 
eration with thi> University o f C o l ) c ~ ~ l ~ a -  

I S t l i n b ~ i ~ - ~ h  Zoo,  S c ~ o t l a n d ,  U.K. 

Keepers a r c  celebrating t h e  news t h n t  
one of two lesser bushbabios (Galngo 
r~loholi),  horn on 5 J a n u a r y .  is l h e  first 
f e m a l e  t o  b e  b o r n  t o  t h e  r e s i d e n t  
bushbabies since the i r  arr ival  a t  t h e  zoo. 

When t h e  infants  were jus t  over four 
months  oltl, a n d  a t  an  a g e  when they 
could be  caught  wi thout  undue  s tress ,  
zoo ve t s  confirmed t h e  news while carry- 
ing ou t  routine micro-chipping a n d  DNA 
s:~lnpling. 

Speaking fbllowing lhe  announcement ,  

Dar ren  RlcC;arry, t h e  zoo's Animal Col- 
Icctions britnager, snicl: 'For t h e  keepers 
:it b:tlinl)rl~*gll zoo 1 hr*rr~ is :llwilys il  scbnscb 
ofsi~lisS:~clion when one o f t h c  i~nirnnls  in 
our  care breeds, a s  i t  m e a n s  we  I I I U S ~  be 
doing something right.  While a n y  parent  
would be clrlightecl with a baby of e i th (v  
sex, this  one obviously is pi~rt icular lp 
special a s  it  is t h e  first fenlule of th i s  
sl)cbcics to bo I ~ o r n  : ~ t  I ' :dinb~~rgh since t h e  
p;ti I. :lr~*iv(*(I in 2005.' 

After a gestation period oflbur  months. 
t h e  adu l t  female gives b i r th  firstly to  n 
sillgle of'fspring, I ) L I ~  then for su1)sequonl 
bir ths  she  will tend to have twins :~n t l  
even triplets. Lesser bushbabies can l i t  c 
for u p  to l(; years: they a r c  found in 
Angola, dot swan:^, Mozambique, Nn-  
mibia. Sw~tzi lnnd,  'I 'ransvnul, western 
Tanzania and  Zimbabwe. With five now 
in t h e  zoo's collection, they c:ln often be 
s r c n  dozing cluring t h c  clay in :I nest  or 
t ree  hollow in the i r  enclosure, ilnd pn~it,:r 
cry similnr to t h a t  of a h u m a n  child. 

Edi r~bnrgh  Zoo press  release 

K a n s a s  City Zoo,  Missouri, U.S.A. 

l 'he z o o h ~ l s  conditioned a gori l l~l  to allow 
lrnnsthorncic  echocarclingr;~phy on  it 

weekly bilsis through positive* reinforcc- 
mcnt. W : ~ r ~ t o ,  a 33-year-oltl rnale, h a s  
subt le   sign^ of cnrtlinc ant1 rcspir.;itor.y 
insufficiency, inclutling exercise intolcr- 
ance. Due  to t h e  prevalence of fibrosing 
c:tr.diomyopnthy in gorillas, it specially- 
tlesignod I'VC pnrt:~I w a s  inxli~llcd in t h c  
caging to 1l:lve t h r  gorilla pr(8senl his 
thorax against  t h e  open end o f t h e  barrel 
portal,  ~ ' c rmi t t ing  'L-D, M-motlc and  Dop- 
pler echocilrdiogrnphy with s t a n d i ~ r d  
B-mode or digital ul t rasound with color 
flow Doppler. 

'l'he r ight  a n d  left ventricles, mitra1 
cutcl tricuspirl valves, pulnlonary and  nor- 
tic outflow t r a c t s  a r e  rout inely fully 
imaged. Evidence of mura l  hyperechoic 
t l cns i t i cs  co~np: i t ib le  w i t h  f ibrosing 
c:~riol~lyol)i~lhy ctr5tb present. i l l  lhcb 1 ( 1 1 1  
~ t n d  right nlyocardium, and  hyperechoic 

densilicsassoci:~lc!d wit], the ~ n i l r i ~ l  v;~lvc 
have  a l w  been c l ~ c u m ~ ~ t ~ d  ovibr the  
courscB of two ,ytl:lrs. Ro~lt,i1~(' 1111 ~ . :~sountl  
is ~)c~rf i )rrr~ed to 111onilol0 llc ~ ) r o ~ ~ ' c ~ s s  ol' 
cartlinc health without the  use of i1111no- 
bilizing drugs which may influc~~c.cb car- 
diac Sunction. Use ofbehi~vioral rc~s1r:tint 
a l lo~vs  consistent evalualion ol' c:~~.tliar 
hea l th  in this  gorilla ancl rllay serve a s  a 
n ~ o t l ~ l  fi)r consistently ~nonitor ing gorilla 
cilrtlii~c honlth. 

Conrzect (Association of Zoos and 
Aquariums), April 2010 

L o s  A n g e l e s  Zoo. C a l i f o r n i a ,  U.S.A. 

 rand:^, n 40-year-old 111tli;1n rhirloce~.os. 
hiis s l ~ c c e s s f ~ ~ l l y  comlllclt~cl t r e i i l ~ u i ~ ~ ~ t  for 
skin cancer using a brenlctltrough treat- 
ment  platform designed to deliver elec- 
tronic, X-ray-0:1sed t h e r i ~ l ~ y  dircctly to 
c:incchr sites with r n i n i ~ n i ~ l  ~ . n d i : ~ t i o ~ t  ex- 
posure to surrounding 11c:ilthy tissue. 

Randa  was  recently cliagnoscd with 
recurrent srlualnous cell carcinoma, iI 

f0l.m of skin cancer, untlcr h e r  horn. To 
del iverhertrc:~tn~ent .  zooveterinarjrslaff 
worked closely with oncology surgeons 
nncl rncliation oncologisls from UCLA 
hledici~l Centcr,  a s  well ;IS  scientist.^ li.om 
Xoft. Inc., makers  of the  Axsent' Islet- 
tronic Rruchytherapy cl3x System. Her 
11.c~atrl1enls wt:rcc in Iwo sessiorls, of. ~ L I -  

clii~t~ion fractions. Since the  e l k  t~.c.:~t- 
m e n t  does not use a radioactive isotopr~, 
i t  can be performed without t h e  need for 
a le:~tl-shieltlccl room. This  ennblcd the 
~ e L ~ ~ . i n i ~ r i a n s  iintl oncologisls to 1~t911lain 
with Itanda (luring t reatment ,  cbnsuring 
h e r  safety ant1 the  accurate tlclivc.ry of 
t rc : \ t~nent .  

'We a r e  very happy wilh t h c  outconle of 
Randa's cancer t rea tment  and  her  recov- 
ery,' says Lcah Greer, Rnnda's primaly 
vetcrinarirm :tt t h e  zoo. 'After thc: 1re:it- 
merit sess ions  w e r e  completed,  s h e  
quickly returned to h e r  normal at t i tude,  
act ing years younger : ~ n d  entc~1.1iiining 
zoo visitors. When you'1~6 t:~llci~lg i ~ l ) r ~ ~ ~ t .  :I 
4,000-pountl l1,800-kgl i~nirnal ,  you h:~vc 


