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C巳nturies of ignorant, sellìsh and barbaric practices in many parts of tJle world has resulted i日由e

severe perturbances lo 山巴 precarious baJance 0 1' ecology and aJarming depletion in many animal species. 
Many inLernaLional conservation groups have sprung up to promole conservationism, sel standards, 
regulate and monitor relaled acLiviLies. How巴V巴r， while lh巴 gen巴raJ goal 0 1' conservation is a global con­
S巴nsus ， 出e responsibilities, blames aJ>d regulations are subj巴cts 0 1' deba峙， intluenced often by various 
IIlLerest groups to varying degrees according to 山ωr powers of intluenc巴 People in dev巴loping naLions, 
whose lraditions, l i fes ty lesωd dependence on natural resources are diff巳rent from 出oseof 出巴 powerful

induSlriaJ nations, have becomc targets for criti cisms. In lhe p出l few years a certain sector, lhe lradi­
Lional Chinese medicines praclitioners and in particular 山ose in Taiw訓， have been singled out a~ 出e

pnm巴 off巴nders b巴cause a few animal-based lraditional Chinese medicaJ drugs involved lhe used 0 1' 

body parts from animals on tJle endang巴r巴d wildlife sp巴CI的 i n bOtJl CITES appendices I and 11 and be­
cause Taiwan's economy is fl ourishing but vulnerab le. In tJleir zeal , wildlife 巳nlhusiasts often base tJleir 
accusations on hearsay, innuendoes and distorted inte叩retation s and channel tJleir view tJuough inter­
naLional media, which lhrive on sensaLionaJism. 

Like many age-old professions, Chinese medicinal practice is shrouded i日汀aditi ons often incom­
pr巴h巴nsible to and unappr巴ciab l e by p巴ople oulside 01'自e profes日 ion . 1t is doubU'ullhal intemational ob­
servers who spend short slays in Taiwan could appreciate tJle inlricacies 0 1' lh巴 pracli ce. The presenl 
study eXaJnined some 0 1' lhe lindings lhat fonn巴d tJle basis of certain daJnaging propagaJlda malerials 
aJld otfer cxplaJlati Ol時， a1 temative v i巳ws and fU lU re prosp巴Cls .

The daunting task of‘ conscrvation caJ Is for inlemationaJ cooperation. The emphasi s 的 nOllo tix a 
blame for 的c pa~t bullo set a course for lhe fulure. 

Key Words: Wildlife con他rvation ， Rh inoceros hom, Tiger bone; Chinese medicinal practic巴 Ex

planation叭; Past blam巴以 Future hopes 

INTRODUCTION 

C巳nturies of killing and us ing body parts of animals for various purposes , among th巴m m e-
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dicinal and ornamental, hav巴 r巳sult巴d in th巳 alarming depletion of certain species. B巴lat巴d reali­
zation of thr巳ats to the balanc巳 01 巳cology and the regrettable and possibly irreversible extinction 
ofthes巴 speC1巳shav巴 spawned organizations and movem巴nts aim巳 d at wildlife conservation. The 
Convention on Int巴rnational Trade in Endanger，巴d Sp閃的 of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITIES) is 
one such organization. A list of 巴ndang巴r巴d speci巳s is drawn up and revis巴dp巴riodically. Hunt­
ing , trading and consumption of animals on this list are prohibited. Failure to comply with ac­
ceptable practices of wildlife cons巴rvation could result in 巴conomic sanctions by the intema­
tional community, as provid巴d for by th巴 P巳llyamendm巴n t.

Howev巴r， while admitt巴dly this cause is s巴nsibl巴， justified , demanding and deserving of in­
ternational coop巴ration ， a few ov巴rz巴alous campaign巴rs are a little too quick at levying damag 
ing accusations at certain s巴ctors foreign to them without taking th巴 patI巴nc巴 and car巴 to under­
stand the backgrounds surrounding their findings and observations. Many such accusations ar巳
based on hearsay, innuendoes and distort巳d interpretations. A cas巴 in point is th巴 sweepmg ac­
cusation or at least insinuation of Orientals as wanton and barbaric gluttons and practition巴rs of 
traditional Chinese medicin巴s as cold-blooded and deliberate decimators of th巳S巴巴ndangered
specl巴s for their rar巴 and cov巳t巳d body parts. I.3 

The fact is mor巴 than two thousand drugs owing their origins in various kinds of plants, ani­
mals and min巴rals ar巴 encompassed under th巴 umbrella of traditional Chinese m巴dicine. While 
body parts from 巴ndang巴r巴d sp巴Cl巴s such as th巳 rhinocero horn , tig巴rbon巴s and bear gall bladder 
are ind巴巴d us巳d in som巳 forrnulations ， th巴y occupy only a fraction of th巴 vast numb巴rs ofm巴di

cines from natural sourc的. Inde叫， herbs provid巴 th巳 vast ma.Jonty, acιounting for the fact that 
they are sometimes known as herbal m巴dicines.

How guilty are the practition巴rs of traditional Chin巴se m巴dicin巴s of th巳 charg巳 that they are 
r巴sponsibl巴 for th巴 poachin皂， killing and trading of rhino and tig巴r parts'l Even an ordinary citi 
Z巴n of Taiwan is unlikely to be able to rend巳r a fair judgm巴nt sinc巴 th巴 prac tJc巴， although in the 
proc巴ss of being organized and mod巳rnized ， is still shroud巴dd巴巴ply in tradition likely incompre­
hensibl巳 to and unappr巴ciabl巴 by outsiders , let alone international observ巳r

METHODS 

M巴dicinal reports , sanction叫 information and inv巳stigativ巴 r巴ports conc巴rning the status巴S
0 1' rhinocero horn and tiger bon巴 uses in Taiwan by international 巳nVlronm巴ntal groups wer巴 col­

lected. First hand information , opinions , criticisms w巳r巳 obtained from both dom巴stic and inter­
national conservation groups during visits and 1'ac巴 to fac巳 discussions.

To obtain views from the oth巴r sid巴， Chin巳sem巴dicinal stOI 巴 operators ， wholesales and retail 
deal巴的， Chin巴S巴 m巴dicinal practitioners , Officers 0 1' th巳 Association of Chin巳 se M巴dicinal

Stores and Chines巴 Physicians and th巴 relevant d巴partm巳nts of our gov巴rnment were visit巳d.
Surveys were carried out on the Chinese m巴dicinal stor巳sw巴re by our stud巳nts

Th巳 r巳levant information and data were then organized and analyz巳d
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RESULTS 

Rhinoceros horn as an aphrodisiac in Chinese medicine? 

As recorded in Chin巴se medicin巴 books ， rhino hom is r巴garded as having antipyretic and an­
ticonvulsant properti巴 s. Traditionally, it has b巴巴n used to treat meningitis. In recent years, rhino 
horn has been said to enhanc巴 S巴xual potency. "Time" magazine published a story in its Sept巴m ­

ber 20, 1993 issue in which it was mentioned that the Chinese people used rhino horn as an aph­
rodisiac.4 

Th巴 truth is although c巳rtain aphrodi siacs ar巴 Iisted in Chinese medicinal Ii t巴ratu時 ， rhino 
horn is not among th巴m. Exhaustiv巴 s巴arch 0 1' Chinese medicin巴 books fail巴d to yI巴Id any re­
l at巴d information . 5 . 日 ln additon, not only no reputable practitioner 0 1' traditional Chines巴 m巴di­

cines in Taiwan is aware 0 1' such 巴 ff，巴c ts being attributed to rhino horn , th巴yar，巴 enraged upon 
hearing such claims. Rhino horn is in fact consider巴d in th巴 cat巴gory of "cold" drugs , or th os巳
capable of reducing body t巴mp巴ratur巴 lt is commonly used as an antipyretic. However， ov巴r

dosing could precipitate undesirabl巴巴ff，巴c ts among which is di arrh巴a .

Thlls it se巴ms that th巳 mi sund巴rs tanding that rhin o h orn 巴nhanc巴s sexual po t巴ncy has been 
perpetuated by international m巳di a ， causing people around th巴 worJ d to be li巴V巴 that p巴ople in 
Taiwan like to 巴at rhino horn and is the main cause for th巴巴xtinc tio n of rhinos in th巴 world .

Such accusation has Ii ttl巴 factual basis. 

The stock and consumption of rhinocero horn in Taiwan 

ln November 1992, th巳 Unit巳d Kingdol1l 's Environ l1lentallnvestigation Agency (EIA) , pro 
duc巴d a film entitl巳d "Mad巳 in Diewan" bas巴d on a report by TRAFFIC (Trad巴 R巴cords Analysis 
of Flora and Fauna in Commerc巴) and with out 巳ver bothering to com巴 to Taiwan to corroborat巴
findings in th巴 report. In the film , it blalll ed Taiwan as a major killer of rhinos. The cond巴mna

tion of "People in Taiwan stockpiling ten tons of rhino horn and are the killers of rhinos" has 
since stuck 

Is this justifi巴d? Our investigation revealed that th巳 report done by the TRAFFIC team , "The 
Hornso f a Dil巴mma : Th巴 Mark巴 t for Rhino Horn in Taiwan" was compiled by a foreign conser­
vationist and two domestic zoologistS. 13 The purpose of th巴 survey was to und巴rstand th巴 market

0 1' rhino horn in Taiwan. The r巴search巴rs ho p巴d that th巴 us巴 ， sa l巴， and trad巴 of rhino homs could 
b巴 plac巴d und巴rth巳 control of th巴 ROC govemment and th巴 discr巴巴 t and slIstainable use 0 1' th巴
species could b巴 malntalll巳d. Howevcr, none of the r巴 search巳rs w巴re fallliliar with Chinese 
medicine. In th巴 surv巳y，自己y announced that Taiwan had a stock of rhin o horn 巴stlmat巴d at b巳
tw巴巴n 3,863 kilograllls to 9,321 kilograms, or the 巳quival巴nt of t巴n ton5. 

There were two major 巴rrors in that survey: 
Firstly th巴 surv巴y cov巳red th巴 pe ri od betw巴巴n J anuary 20 to February 20, 1991. Twenty­

seven students carried out th巳 s urvey through telephone or face-to - 1'ac巴 inte rvi巴ws. The inter­
Vl巴w巴rs onl y ask巴dwh巳the r th巴 Chin巴se m巴dicine store owners sold rhino horn but did not verify 
it. "Yeses" or "nos" were then 巳nt巴red bas巴d on th巴 answers glv巳n by the store owners. The in 
te rvl巴wers did not double check if the d巴ale rs had the real rhino horn in th巴 ir stores or just sub­
stitutes or both. This was one of the m句o r errors in the survey. 

In the Chin巴S巴 m巳dicinal cOlllmunity, becaus巳 SO I1l巳 Chin巳S巴 drugs ar巴 prec ious and 巳xp巴n ­

SlV巴、 s to re owners do not ro utincl y 且toι k all thc I1lcdicines. Inst巳tid ， th巴yh巴lp each other out. II 
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a customer wants a drug that a store do巴s not hav巴， the store owner will send for it from another 
store. The practic巳 is common , the deliveries are frequent and usually quick 

B巴fore th巴 total ban of rhino hom in 1992, the sale of rhino hom was done in this fashion 
Under this system although maybe only on巴 shop in one district had rhino horn , th巳 neighboring

stores would say th巴y had it if customers asked for it when in fact what th巳y meant was they 
could secur巳 i t.

吼叫巴n the surv巳y was don巴， th巳 mt巳rV1ew巴rs were not aware 01" this practic巴. 80th th巴 number
of stor巴s offering rhino horns and th巴巴stimated sale volumes were therefor巴 unduly exagger­
ated. 

As巴cond error in this surv巴y was th巴 actual number of Chines巴 m巳dicin巴 stores in Taiwan. 
According to this surv巴y， th巴 re were 13 ,633 Chines巴 m巴dicin巴 stores. At the same tim巴， anoth巴r

study done by th巳 Chines巴 Medicine Stor巴s Association show巴d that th巳r巴 were 8,212 stores. 
What accounted for the difl巴r巳nc巴? The TRAFFIC res巳arch巴rs tïrst checked with th巳 Depart­

ment of Health in the Taiwan Provincial Government and were told that there w巳r巳 5 ，663 li­
cens巴d shops. Later th巴 r巳search巴rs ware informed by the ROC's Chinese Medicin巳 Store Asso­
ciation that roughly 8,000 Chines巳 medicin巴 stores were applying to be lic巴nsed. Th巴n th巳 re­

S巴archers added th巳S巳 two figures up an arrived at th巴 numb巳r of 13 ,663 
The real fact was that th巳 figure of 8,000 released by the ROC's Chances Medicine Stores As­

sociation includ巴d the 5,663 stores with th巴 licens巳 and the others without. ln fact 巴ven thos巳

5,663 lic巴nsed stores w巴r巴 always op巴rating und巴r th巴 constant threat of having their lic巴nses re­
vok巴d if and wh巴n their principal owners pass巳d away. 

lt has been a tradition that Chines巳 medicin巴 stores are fam il y busin巴sses being pass巳d on 
from fath巳rs to sons. How巴ver， the government in Taiwan stopp巴d issuing practicing lic巴ns巳sto
this traditional Chin巳se medicinal community from 1967 to March 1994. During this period of 
t1m巴， if a store own巳r died , his son would not b巳 able to legally inherit his father's practicing li­
cense. Th巴 stor巳 would either b巳 closed down or b巳cam巳 an unlicensed store. This is why th巴
ROC's Chines巳 M巴dicin巴 Stor巳 Association said that 8,000 medicin巴 stores w巴re all in th巴 proc­

ess of petitioning to hav巴 th巳ir stored p巴rmanently licens巴d.

B巴cause the researchers wh巳re not famili 2.r with this peculiar system regulating practic巴sm
th巳 Chin巳se

Taiwan imports 2,nnn kilograms of tiger bone annually for the production of medici­
nal wine? 

On Dcceml可cr2 ， 1992 , Samu巳 1 La8udd巴 01‘ th巳 Earth Island Institute (EIl), an 巳nvironmental

conservallon organization bas巴 d in the Unit巳d Statc且， hcld a pr巳且s confer巳ncc in Taiwan. Under 
th巳 title of "Taiwan Fails th巳 Rhinos and Is PU且hing Tigcrs Toward Extinction" Labudd巴 con­

d巳mned Taiwan for its role in th巳 1lE巴 r trade. He claim巴d tha1acco『d1nz to1hc Talwan'S Irade 
magaZlll巴， on 巴 local winery importcd 2,000 kilograms 01" tig巳 r bon巴s for th巳 production 01" 
100,000 boul肘。r win巴 巴ac h ycar. 15 
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Aft巴r leaming of the news , our office contacted Mr. Labudd巴 and r巳quest巴d further details 
conceming th巴 report published in a Taiwan 's trade magazine. W，巴 reminded Mr. Labudde that 
th巴 ROC gov巴mment bann巴d th巴 import of tiger bone in 1985. If a local winery or m巴dicinal

WIn巴 producer still imported tiger bon巴， th巳 informati on should b巴 tum巳d over to the authorities 
for prop巴r acti ons. Mr. Labudde promi s巴d to I'ax us the report but nev巴r followed up on it. 

Our own research indicated that CAT NEWS Se阱 ， 1992 16 had me nti on巴d that in the TRAF­
FIC (lntemational) Bull巴tin Oct-Nov 1979 i ssu巴 of Taiwan Trade Trends, it was m巳ntioned that 
The Taiwan Tabacco and Wine Monopoly Bureau had requested The Central Trust 0 1' China to 
import 2,000 kil ograms 0 1' tiger bon巴 for the production of wine. 17 In this report, it also men­
tion巴d that the bones 0 1' other animals lik巴 dogs and cats were also us巴d as substitut巴s.

It is regrettable that Mr. Samuel LaBudd巴 us巴d th巴 tïgure 0 1' 15 years ago to cond巳mn Tai­
wan 's wildlife pro t巴ctio n activiti巴s and chose th巴 medi a to announc巴 his tïndings , misleading 
thus th巴 intematio nal community into thinking that such ac ti v iti肘， the importation of tiger bon巴s
fo r th巴 production 0 1' wine, ar巳 curre nt and continuing. While thi s is s巴nsati onal and headlines 
creating, it is not fai r. His sources 0 1' information should hav巴 b巴巴n mor巴 current and his forum 
more pro1'essional. 

What is tiger bon巴 wine? Th巴re are thre巴 ty pes fo rmulati ons that called fo r the us巴 of the

wine. Formulati on A includ巴s 14 Chinese drugs with tiger bon巳 b巴ing the onl y animal-bas巳d
drug. Formulation B includes 7 drugs. 0 1' thes巴 5 are plants, the rest are Tigris Os (tiger bone) , 
and Amydae Carapax (tu rtl巴 she ll ). Formulation C includes 39 or 46 drugs. The animal-based 
drugs are Tigri s Os (tiger b on巳) ， Cervi Comu Parvum (deer antl巴 r) ， Moschus (musk) , and Agk­
istrodon. Tige r bone wine in Taiwan is mad巴 from 1'ormulation A. AIl thr巴巴 are compound for­
mulati ons. Without th巴 tiger bone , the wine is still effective. Chinese medicinal doctors us巴 the

n am巴 just to emphasiz巳 i ts e fti巴c ts . S inc巴 the nam巴 h as caus巴d such furors, th巳 ROC govemm巴nt

has banned th巴 re fe renc巴 to ti ger and rhino components in th巴 trade names by all Chin巴se medi­
cines and pharmaceutical manufac tures , effecti v巴 January， 1995. 

The trade of rhinoceros horn is still rampant in Taiwan? 

Anoth巴r incid巴nt also s巳rved to cast doubts on th巳 accuracy 0 1' the in fo rmati on used by wild­
life cons巴rvatio n groups, as EIA. In June 1993 , Jay Fang, Secre tary-g巴n巴ral of the Gre巴n Con­
sumer's Foundation, A Taipei-bas巴d 巴 nvironme nta l p間的ction group , in1'orm巴d our offic巴 that

th巴 EIA would s巴nd a team to Taiwan to compile a report fo r the use 0 1' rhino hom in Taiwan. 
Th巴y wish巳d to visit our o lTi c巴 for an int巴rV l巳w and requ巴st巴d th巳 arrangem巳nt of a tour of local 
Chinese m巴dicine stores. 1 had high expectati ons of th巴 ir visit b巴caus巴 Taiwan has long b巴巴n
misund巴rstood on thi s issue and hoped that they would make a fair report. On July ì 0, 1993 , 

EIA , Stev巳n R. Gals t巴 r， Reb巴cca Chan, Jay Fang, and a photographer came to our office. ln a 
S巴ven - ho ur int巴 rv iew， th巴巴ss巴nc巴 of in formation supplied by our offi c巴 was as fo llows: 

* Th巴『巴 W巴re three kinds of rhino homs on Taiwan 's mark巳t. Th巴se w巴re "l"i r巳 rhino hom" 
from Asian species , "water rhino hom" 1'rom African spec i e且 ， and thc inexpensive powder巴d

"rhino hom'\The powd巴r巴d "rhino hom" , also th巴 most common on巴 ， actually cam巴 from water 
buffalo hom 

* Th巴 "real rhin o hom" was as 巴x pensive as gold. If a customer want巴d the "real rhino hom" , 

the store owner would grind it ri ght in front of him . H a customer bought th巴 bottl ed "rhino 
h om '\th巴 likelihood was it was actually buffalo hom. 
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* In Nov巴mb巴r 1992, bas巴d on a TRAFFlC's report call巴d "The Market for Rhino Horn in 
Taiwan" , th巴 EIA produced a film. In this film , EIA attack巴d Taiwan as the kill巴 r of rhinos. Ac­
tually, there were som巴 major errors in the TRAPPIC 's report, which made the result rath巴r un­
r巳liable.

* ln 1988, mainland China purchased, at high pric肘， most of rhino horns in Asian countri郎，
including Taiwan. For this part, Jay Fang of th巴 Gr巴巴 n Consumers' Foundation also agr巴巴d and 
said that h巴 wrote a story revealing the fact that six to ten tons of rhino horn were sold to main­
land China. His report was published in China Times Expr巴的， a local newspaper, on October 
1992. 

* Th巴 rumor that rhino can b巴 used as aphrodisiac was totally unfounded. Traditionally it has 
be巴n used to reduce f巴V釘， treat meningitis , and stroke. Today the use of the v巴ry expensive rhino 
horn as an antipyr巴tic has been totally supers巴d巴d by the inexp巴nsive and effectiv巴 anttpyr巴tlCS

in W，的I巴rnm巴dicines. The consumption of rhino horn was very little in rec巴nt years 
However, E1A's tìlm's dominant sentiments and messages turn巴d out to b巴 complet巴ly differ­

en t. 1n the film , 1 was s巴巴n holding th巴 rhino horn , giving the audi巴nces the impr巴ssion that 1 was 
a Chin巴se drug store dealer and was s巴lling rhino horn. Th巴 teaching slides used in our class巴s
were mistak巴nly us巴d to d巳 pict the product sold in Chinese medicine stores. The tilm also cov­
ered the trade of rhino horn in mainland China and Hong Kong. Som巴 parts shot on The Main­
land was edit巴d into the Taiwan s巴ction ， which led th巴 audiences to believe that th巳 trading oc­
curred in Taiwan. Ther巴 was only shot, that of a woman s巴lling bottled rhino horn, that was ac­
tually shot in Taiwan. 

Upon s巴巴ing the tìlm , 1 was so indignant 1 wrote a letter to th巴 Standing Committ巴e ofCITES 
which was conv巴ning in Bruss巴18 ， Belgium in S巴ptemb巳r 6, 1993 , to clarify the matt巴的.

Later Allan Thornton , Chairman 01' th巴 EIA wrote to Mr. Jay Fang and mys巳lf respectively. 
In the letter, he argu巳d that it was m巴ntioned in th巴 comm巴ntari巴s in the tìlm that the rhino horn 
shown in Taiwan was not for salc. 1 disagr巴巴d with his arrangements, f巴巴Ii ng that th巳 rhino horn 
shown in th巴 picture was not for safe should have b巴巴n clarifi巴d more emphatically. 1 also asked 
my legal couns巴 1 to protest to EIA concerning th巴 incorrectn巴ss of the film. But to-date no re­
sp廿 ns巳s has be巴 n r巴ceived.

People in Taiwan are still kHling tigers? 

On October 31 , 1993 , The EIl bought spaces in th巴 New York Times , U.S. N巴ws and World 
Report, and Los Ang巳l巳s Times to run a picture of a tiger bcing kill巴d in Taiwan. In the adver­
ttscme nt且 ， it said that Taiwan has b巳comc a giant black hole pushing endang巴red sp巴C1巴s toward 
cxtinction and that on this island cxist巴d th巴 biggest market for Asian and African tig巴rs. . Th巴

Clinton gov巴rnm巴nt was going to impose trad巳 sanctions against Taiwan before th巴 d巴adlin巳 of

Novemb巴r 7 so as to stop th巴 巴xtinction of tigers b巴for巳 2000.1 ~

Thc truth of thc matt巴r was this picture was taken by Ming-te Tsai (蔡明德)， a photo graph巴r

for China Tim巴品， on November 25 , 1984. A Taiwan businessman was killing a tiger in Peihe 
Town , Tainan County, south巴rn Taiwan. Photograph巴r Tsai pointed out that h巴 only agreed the 
Asia Wcek to publish this picture in its issue 01' March 8, 1987. Mr. Tsai had pro跑到ed to EIT that 
they infringed on Tsai 's copyright to use his picture without p巴rn11ss10n . Th巴 EII had used this 
old pictur巳 tak巳n tcn ycars before to attack Taiwan. lt was really misleading. 
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Restaurants in Taiwan are selling tiger penis soup? 

OnD巴cember 1, 1992 , Mr. Samuel La8udde ofEII held apr巴ss con 1'，巴 r巴 nc巴 in Taiwan to con 
demn that o n巴 local restaurant was selling tig巳rp巳nis SOUp.15 Th巴 Ell also ran an advertis巳m巳nt

on Thc N巴w York Times 巳tc. on October 31, 1993. It was advertised that a bowl 01' tig巴r pellls 
soup was b巴 ing sold for US$320 in Taiwan. I~ A phony tiger penis picture with dramatic barbs 
was printed in th巴 Tim巳 magazine on March , 28 , 1994. 19 1n it was m巴ntion巴d the tiger is on thc 
brink 0 1 巴xtinction b巴causc the Asians turn tig巴rp巴IllS巴s into soup in the hop巴 0 1' boosting tlag­
ging libidos 

While it is true that many restaurants in Hong Ko月， mainland China, and Taiwan have tiger 
p巴nis soup on their menus more oft巴 n than not th巳 " ti ge r penis巴S" aI巳 not genuin巳 The vast ma­
jority of th巴se so-callαJ "tiger p巴nises" ar巳 actually fabricated from thc p巴nls巴s and tendons 01' 
buf1'alo巴s or other animals. Thcsc count巴r l"cits all hav巳 dramatic barbs cut with scissors by the 
cr巴ators. Th巴 whol巴sale pric巴 0 1' this kind 01' "tiger penis" US$8 or 15 each. 

What does a r巴a l tiger penis look like'! Peopl巳 can take a pair 01' binoιulars to th巴 ZOO to ob­
serv巴 a tJ ger p巴 nis. The long barbs on th巴 pe nis are hard to s巴C.

We have tried hard to obtain pictures 01' n巴al tiger p巳nis but without succ巴SS. Th巳 slid巳s used 
in our show classroom al巴 list巴d as "phony tigcr penises". None 01' thc Chin巴S巴 medicin巴 store

operators in Taiwan has 巴ver s巴巴n th巴 rea l tiger penis. W，巳 ar巴 that the EIT E1A could find the tiger 
penis during th巴ir short stay in Taiwan. 

1 wrote a report published in the January 1, 1993 edition 01' Minton Medical Journal (明通
醫藥 )， a Taiwan-bas巴d medicine magazine.20 In th巴 rep ort ， 1 menti o n巴d that " is 巳asy to distin 
guish a real tiger p巴nis from a phony one. Th巴1'orgeries have dramatic barbs and som巳 ar巳[]­

diculously long. ETI's Mr. Samu巴 1 La8udd巳 and EIA's Dr. Rosalind Reeve are biologists and 
specialists on tig巴的 lt is surprising that could not t巴11 th巴 dif1'，巴 renc巴 betw巴巴n the g巴n ll1n巴 and

th巴 I"ak巴 . P巴rhaps the combination 01' lure 0 1、 media att巴ntion and the zeal to 1'urther th巴 lr caus巳S

at all costs befuddl巴d th巴ir professional acum巴n.
Similarly many Chin巳se dishcs have wildlif巳 nam巴s on their menus such as lion heads and 

phoenix claws. However, thes巳 are mostly metaphoric and not figurativ巴.
With incr巴aSlllg pow 巴rl"ul intluencc , int巾削1昀仙巴臼叮叫rη'na

C I S巴 gr巴at巴 r car巳IIl V巴rifyin皂 th巴 accuracy 0 1" th巴 Ir sources 0 

EIA 's c1aim that 50 percent of Taiwan's Chinese medicine stores were still selling rhi­
noceros horn (report on March 1994) 

On F巴bruary 3, 1994, Mr. Peter Knights and Ms. R巳becca Ch巴n 01" th巴 EIA accompanied by 
Mr. Jay Fang 01‘ the Gr巴巴 n Consumcr 's Foundation paid us a visi t. Thcy claim巴d that with un­
dercover m巴thod ， they ch巴cked 40 Chinese medicine stor巴 in K巴巴lung ， Taichung, Tainan , and 
Kaohsiung and 1'ound that hal 1' of th巴mw巴rc still s巴 lling rhino horn but they refused to provide 
the names 01' those stores. The EIA also refus巴d to !!iv巴 th巳 list to th巴 Council of Agriculture. b 

Later, 1 doubl巳-ch巳cked th巴 information with the chairmen 0 1‘ th巴 Chin巳se m巴dicine stor巳 as-

sociation in those 1'our citi 巳S. None of them b巴 li巴ved th巴 high rate 01' 50 perc巴n t. They said that 
巴ven b巴fore that ROC gov巳rnment totally bann巴d th巴 us巴 0 1" rhino horn in Taiwan in 1992, less 
than 50 p巴rcent 01' StOI的 had rhino horn . With the total ban th巳 number should hav巳 b巴巴n much 
lowc r. The four chairmcn fclt that it might be possible 10 P巴rc巴nt of storcs carri巴d "bottled rhino 
horn ", which was ground from watcr buffalo horn. They th ought that th巴 EIA P巳ople misi n-
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formed. On thcir rcqucs的 ， 1 scnt fax m巳ssagl:s to Chaimlan Allan Thomton, Mr. P巴ter Knights, 

and Ms. R巴beιca Chen of the EIA ， ωwell as copy to th巴 Chairman Murray Hosking 01' the 
CITES on February 24, March 3 and 4, thi s year, to ask for the Iist 01' th巴 sto res s巳Iling rhino 
hom. 1 have to - dat巴 not rcc巴 ived such li 日t.

ln r巴putabl巳 medical r巳search ， all conclusions must be substantiated by creditable 巳vi dence

It is surpri sing that Thc EJA has rep巴at巳d l y levied its accusations on Taiwan on tlimsy or no evi­
dence. While w巳 welcoml: any foreign group to come to Taiwan to carry out serious r巴search on 
the practices ()f Chinese m巳d ic in al stores as related to th巴巴ndang巳rment of endang巴red wildlife 
sp巴cles，的巴 least th巳Y could do is to forward their Iists of visited Chin巴S巳 m巴dicinal store to the 
conc巴mαIZOV巴mm巳nt offices sllch as The Counc il of Agriculture (COA) , 0巴partm巳nt of Health 
(DOH ) or pa ra-govemm巴nta l associations such as Th巴 Associati on 01' ROC's Traditional Chi 
nese M叫icinal Stores. Such lists would at leas t in part corroborate their c1 aims. W巴 urge all for­
elgn partl 巴 s to atlo rd this co urt巴sy.

Whtn llmStanding Commitlmof CITES ωnven叫 in Geneva on March 21 to 詣， 1994 , th巴

EIA attackcd Taiwan again. It contented lhal 50 percenl 01' Chinese medicine stor巴s in Taiwan 
werc still sclling rhino hom and an ROC diplolllat stationed in South Africa was involv巴d in th巴
拉muggling of rhino hom21 

An ROC diplomat stationed in South Africa was involved in the smuggling of rhinoc­
eros horn? 

On March 2 1, 1994 , a lï 1m was shown during thcιonvention 01' Th巴 Standlnz commillccof 
the CJTES hcld in Gencva. In th巴 tïlm ， a South African conservalion police l1lan accused a dip-
10lllat fro l1l thc ROC 01' abusing his diplomatic privileg巴S to s l1l uggle rhino hom. Th巴 tïlm was 
shot by Mr. Allan Thorton ofthl: EJA on March 15 , six days bcfore the CTTES convention. With 
his cov巳rcd ， the "policeman" c laim巳d that 95 perc巴nt of rhino homs poached was shipp巴d to Tai 
wan. An ROC diplomat was involved in lhc smuggling. 

Accordi月 to Shu-hui Huang (洪淑惠)， a Taiwan reportcr on h巴r overs巴as assignment on the 
CITES convenlion , report巳d ， in United Ev已ning N巳ws ， March 23 , 1994 lhat th巴 EIA said that the 
HmuzzlInz111LJnlIOI1巳d by th巳 So uth African pllliceman had b巴巴 n done during the prcvious thr巴巴
Illonths 21 

If th l: accusation mad巴 by th巳 South African polic巳man had be巴n tru巴， thc issu巴 should have 
b巴巴n hcadline n巴ws lt巴ms on lh巴 South African newspaper's front pages. A repres巴ntativc from 
South Africa also att巴nding th巳 CJTES cnnvenlion said that since th巴 p o liceman int巴rVlew巳d had 
his face c()vcrl:d , he professional id巳ntity l:ould not be v巳 ri fi 巳d. B巳caus巴 0 1' lhi品 ， h巳 was not surc 
aho ut thc corrcctn巳ss 01' his accw地tion. On thc foll owing day, Th巳 So ulh African govemm巴nt

dl:nied thc accusations. Director Lal巳gan 01' th巳 Endang巳r巴d Sped巳s Proteclion Unites (ESPU) 
also said that no ROC's diplomat was involvcd in any rhino hom smuggling cωes 

DISCUSSION 

Two popular sayings in Chin巳S巴 mlght bl: translated as "Mountains cxisl b巳tw巴巴n profcs­
sions" and "011' by lhc widlh 01' a ha汀， mls他d by a lhousand mil的" Th巳S巴 two phrases s巳rve to 
rl:mind pcop lc thal it is hard lo und巴rstand th l: ins and outs wilhin a prokssion unless one is in it 
and lhat onc should b巴 V巴ry carefu 1 whcn d巳allng wi1hlhGIHHIIGH W1th which onc ls not lhnullare 
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Acas巴 in point is th巳 harsh accusations leveled by overzealous wildlife conservationists at prac­
titioners of traditional Chinese Medicines becaus巴 0 1' their us巴 of body par的 0 1' certain 巴ndan .

g巴rcd sp巴Cl巴s including th巳 rhinoc巴ros horn , tig巴 r parts , b巴ar gallbladder. Chin巴sem巴dicine is a 
centun巴s-old tradition. P巴o pl巴 o utside of this profession ar巳 not \i k巴 Iy to appreciate its com­
plexity and intricaci巳s ， for instanc巳 the exotic origins and strange nam巴s 0 1' some drugs. As a 
rul巴， international obs巳rv巴rs and "fact-find巴 rs" only spend short stays in Taiwan. Th巴 correct­

n巴的 0 1' the information collect巳d and th巴 credibility 0 1' their interpretation are in doubt, not to 
mention that many already had preconceived notions b巴fo re they came to Taiwan and are often 
consequently bias巴d in their manipul ations of their findings. With int巴rnati onal conc巴rn over 
ecological imbalanc巴 and d巴cimation 0 1' certain species, th巳 international community is quick to 
jump to conclusions. R巴grettably th巴 image of Taiwan has really suff巴r巴d. The local Chinese 
Medicinal community feels particularly r巴grettable

ln Chinese m巴dicin巴 ， thc name 0 1' a drug is often g巳neral and d巴scriptiv巳 . Th巴 preparatl on

itself may includ巳 sev巳ral ingredients with div巴rsifi巴d origins. Thirt巴巴n substances \isted in Chi­
nes巴 medicine books come from rare or endang巴red sp巴ci巴s. Because 0 1' these names , the Chi­
nes巳 medicinal tï巴Id has become a targ巴 t for criticism. This is reall y unfortunat巳. lt is said the 
int巴rnational wildlifl巴 cons巴rvation organizations are going to condemn Chin巳se m巳dicin巴 agam

for its use 0 1' pangolin (Manidis squa l11 a) in m巳dicine. They point巴d out that the us巳 o t‘ its hard 
sca l巴s in Chinese medicin巳 has contribut巴d to the 巴xtinction 0 1' the sp巴C1es.

This again is a misund巴rstanding . B巴fore 1950, P巳ople in Taiwan could casily tind Formo­
san pangolins in the mountain品 During the 1950s to 1 970s , business l11 巴n poached a lot of th巴m
to make bags and be1ts out 0 1' th巴ir leather. At that tim巴 m ore than 10,000 pangolins w巴『巴 killed

each month. Only a small part of th巴 h ard scaJes was sent to Chin巴se medi cin巳 store for m巳di ­

cine, and th巴 rest w巴 re all thrown away as trash. At the sam巳 time rapid urbanization 巳ncroached

on the habitat of pangolins. The increased use of pesticid巳s r巴sults in the decimation of the ant 
population, th巴 major source 0 1' food for the pangolins , contributing thus to th巴 d巴pletion of th巴
pang 
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practlce lS on巳 of compassion, its practítioners should not h av巴 lo op巴ral巴 under the shadow of 
dubious practices of th巴 pas l. Th巴 task fac ing conservati on 巴nthus i asts is nol to fix a blam巴 fo r

th巴 pas t bul s巳 t a cours巴 fo r the futurc. 
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口 犀牛角虎骨事件

被國際保育國體扭曲真相之探研

張賢哲 l 蔡貴花 l 陳三元 2

l 中國醫藥學院 中醫學系

2 中華民國中藥商業公會全國聯合會

台中台北

(1 995 年 1 月 1 2 日受理， 1 995 年 11 月 25 日收校訂稿， 1995 年 11 月 30 日接受刊載)

保育是世界的潮流，在地球已逐漸形成一個地球村的情況下，係育是國際非常重視

的重要工作 。 中禁有二千多種，廣泛地包括各種天然的動物植物礦物，犀角、虎骨、魚

膽都是見諸於處方的中蔡，這幾年在國際保育土，台灣犀牛角虎骨問題引起軒然大波，

一向默默無聞純樸憨厚的中無商，頓時成了國內外媒體的焦點 。 一個治病救人的行業，

突然變成禍國殃民的大罪人，為了犀牛角虎骨問題，美國祭出培剎修正素來打擊台灣。

中國古代有兩句諺語 r 隔行如隔山」、「失之毫屋，差之千里 J 來警惕f故事做

學問必需專業專注，謹慎小心，不可草率。係育是國際合作的工作 ， 求西文化差異很

大，許多觀念、認知、資料的引述，有沒有犯錯?在國際保育界一味追殺攻伐中，卻未

見認真的檢討 。 就我們這幾年來圈內外係育專家時時會談中，我們發現台灣被坑得太冤

枉了 。

保育野生動物是偉大的情j祟，神聖令人敬佩的工作，但係育人士吃封沒有 「說說，

誣陷別人」 的特權，我們希望函際保有團體應該省思祟些激進派如 EIA， EII 這只為達

到攻擊傷害的目的，一再扭曲真徊，睜著眼睛說瞎話的行為對不對?這種沒有信譽的係

育閻健信口雌黃，不加求證，不忍分手持?這種彎曲作法是否應該在太陽光下立:開來撿

討?

許多被國時于係育團體及媒體扭曲的誤寫真桐，是今天台灣被送上刑場的主因 ， 諸如

TRAFFIC 台灣犀牛角調查中禁店 10 頓的存量，中醫用犀牛角來壯陽，台灣人大量。t

犀角粉、虎骨，台灣是犀牛老虎的終結者 ， 台灣酒廠 1 992 年進口 2 -4頁、虎骨的證據，

1993 年 EIA 錄影帶拍到台灣賣犀角 的證據， 1993 年 EII 在美美刊登廣告台灣殺虎的

證據 ， 把台灣十年前殺虎的相片拿到國際媒體攻擊台灣，荒謬的虎鞭湯， 1 994 年 EIA

密探台灣中學店賣犀角的證據， EIA 指控我駐斐外交人員涉入犀牛角走私等等，許多

扭曲的指控，對台灣的國際形象造成無可抗田的巨大傷害 。

1t於這些被扭曲的攻擊證據，有需力。以深入探討，本文拿出具體證據、反駁、-h諸

於世 。

關鍵詞:係育、犀牛角、虎骨、扭曲、誤導 。

聯絡人 ~l~TI哲 ， 中國醫藥學院中醫學系 ， 台巾市EJE士的九十一銳，商，f; : (04 )20S-3366ex t. 1616 ' 
倫貝 (04)237 -3319


