IE jare 1971 en 1972 sal sckerlik in die geskiedenis van die Krugerwildtuin be-
kend stman as die jure waarin sowel die wit- as swartrenoster in die Laeveld van
Transvaal hervestig is,

Hoewel die eerste witrenosters al in 1961 na die Krugerwildtuin gebring en in die
renosterkamp naby Pretoriuskop geplaas iy, was hierdie diere vir meer as 'n drie-
kwart ecu afwesig in hierdie gedeelte van Suid-Afrika.

Die vervoerspan met dis lasste
twaalf swartreanosters wat vanaf
Rhodesié nadie Krugerwildtuin ge-
bring is nog op Rhodosiesa bodam.

INETEEN seventy one and ninesteen

sevenly two will probably always be
remembered in the history of the Kruger
Park as the years in which both black and
white rhinos were re-established in the
Transvaal Lowveld,

The team responsible for trans-

porting the last baich of twelve

black rhinos from Rhodesia photo-
graphed in that country.




Ona of the younger rhinos did not
taka kindly to being released in
the Kruger Park. He sttacked a
neerby road construction machine
and tried to rid himself of his
frustrations by battering it. After
a8 while the enraged animal was
immuobilized and transported to
another area whare he was re-

leased,

Een wan die jonger witrénocstars
wat in die Wildtuin losgelaat is,
het die loslating hom nie so mak-
lik lsat welgeval nie. Hy het ‘n
tearwa in die nabyheid bygedam
en sy gevoelens deeglik op die
kolosale woertuig uwitgewoed. Ma
‘n ruk is die verwoede dier geim-
maobilisear en na ‘n ander omge-
wing geneem wvir vrylating.

In sy gesaghebbende werk, ,,Die Laeveld — Sy Natuurlewe en sy Mense”, wat ge-
durende die veertiger jure verskyn het, skryl kol. J. Stevenson-Hamilton, wat sedert
1902 opsiener van di¢ Krugerwildtuin was, dat die wit- of breéliprenoster reeds om
en by 1873 in dié deel van die Laeveld van Transvaal wat later die Krugerwildtuin
sou word, uwitgeroei is. In sy werk verwys hy na mnr. W. Sanderson wat in 1873 vir
die cerste keer die gebied suid van die Olifanisrivier besigtig het en talle elande in die
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White rhinos had been absent from this
part of South Africa for more than three-
quarters of a century when the first con-
signment arrived in the Kruger Park in
1961 and was placed in the thine enclosure
near Pretoriuskop,

In his authoritative work, “The Low-
veld — Its Wild Life and its People™,
which was published in the 1940's, Col.
1. Stevenson-Hamillon {(who was the
superintendent of the Park from 1902)
wriles that white or broad-lipped rhinos
were extinet in that parl of the Transvaal
Lowveld which would later become the
Kruger Park from about 1873, He refers
in kis book to a Mr. W. Sanderson who
travelled through the area south of the
Olifants River in 15873 and saw a number
of eland in the so-called Middleveld near
the present-day town of White River. Mr.
Sanderson also lound many other larpe
mammals. including black rhines, in this
area.

In 1880 a Mr. Glynn reported that the
larger animals-in the area were becoming
rare and that he often came ucross wagons
loaded with biltong and girafie skins. In
his opinion, il il had not been lor the
tsetse [ly which made the area unhealthy
to live in, all the larger animuals would
probably have been annihilated within
twenty years of the advent of the {irst
European hunters.

With the construction of the Selat rail-
way line in 1893 a new tvpe of hunter
appeared on the scene, namely the city-
dweller who moved along the line noa
trofley from Komatpoort and. with his
Bantu porters, hunted to his heart’s con-
tent in the tsetse belts. Col. Stevenson-
Hamilton alleges that it was these new
aunters who were larpely responsible lor
destroying most of the bluch rhinos, harels
thirty years afier the white rhinos had

Van die eerste witrenosters word

in die suidelike desal van die

Krugerwildtuin uit die vervoarwa
losgelaat.

Some of tha first white rhinos to

be re-established were releasad in

the southern part of the Krugsr
Park.
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sogenaamde Middelveld naby die plek waar die dorp Witrivier vandag is, gesien
het. Hy het ook talle groot soogdiere, waaronder swartrenosters, in hierdie gebied
gevind.

In 1880 het 'n mnr. Glynn gevind dat die groter diere in hierdie gebiede al letwat
skaarser begin raak het en dat hy voortdurend waens teengekom het wat met biltong
en kameclperdvelle belaai was. Hy beweer dat as dit nie was vir die tsetseviieg wat oor
groot dele van hierdie gebied voorgekom het nie, sou al die groter diere stellizg binne
twintig jaar na die koms van die eerste Blanke jagters uitgeroei gewees het.

Met die bou van die Selatispoorlyn in 1893 het 'n nuwe tipe jagter op die toneel
verskyn, naamlik die stedeling wat op ’n trollie al langs die spoorlyn beweeg het en
van Komatipeort af, vergesél van Bantoedraers voelgeslaan hel om in die tsefse-
gordels na willekeur te jag. Volgens kol. Stevenson-Hamilton was hierdie mense
grootliks daarvoor verantwoordelik dat byna al die swartrenosters bykans dertig
jaar na die witrenosters vitgeroei is. Die spaor van die laaste swartrenoster is om-=
streeks 1936 in die suidelike gedeelte van die Krugerwildtuin gesien.

Die jaar 1971/72 was die grootste wildverskuiwingsjare wat die Masionale Parke-
raad nog beleef het — dit was dan ook die jare waartydens die wit- en swartrenosters
in die Wildtuin hervestig is.

Nadat die Natalse Parkeraad bekend gemaak het dat hulle omtrent 700 wit-
renosters te veel het, is daar op 15 Februarie 1971 begin met die oorplasing van 200
witrenosters vanal Natal na die Krugerwildtuin, Met die samewerking van die
Natalse Parkeraad is in Julie 1971 ook die eerste swartrenosters in die Wildtuin los-
Eelaat sodat hul totaal op twaalf te staan pekom het.

Op 15 Desember is die laaste van die 200 witrenosters in die Krugerwildtuin af-
gelaai. Hierdie oorplasings het so suksesvol verloop dat daar net drie witrenosters
tydens die corplasing gevrek het — blykbaar as gevolg van ooreisingsiekie. Hierdie
witrenosters het hulle reeds volkome in die Krugerwildtuin tuisgernaak, waardeur 'n
wildsoort wat reeds teen die jare 1870 uitgeskiet is weer in hul cu habitat wei.

In CUSTOS sal mettertyd staaltjies van die wedervarings gedurende die oor-
plasing van die diere en gebeurtenisse na hul aankoms in die Krugerwildtuin ver-
skyn. 5

become extinct in the area. The tast black
rhino track was found in the southern part
of the Kruger Park in about 1936,

In 1971 and 1972 the National Parks
Board translocated a great deal of game
— and it was during this time that the
white rhinos and black rhinos were te-
established in the Kruger Park.

The Watal Parks Board announced that
it had a surplus of about 700 white rhinos.
Agcordingly, arrangements were made for
200 of these animals to be transferred
from WNatal to the Kruger Park. The
operation began on 15th February, 1971
and the last of the 200 white rhinos arrived
in the Park on 15th December of the
same year.

In the case of the black rhinos, the Matal
Parks Board also came to the rescue and
twelve of these rare animals were reteased
in the Kruger Park in July 1971.

The translocations were so successful
that only three white rhinos died during
the journey — apparently as a result of
so-called overstraining disease. The white
rhinos have settled down well in their new
habitat and thus a species which had be-
comie extinct in the area by the 1870°s has
reappeared in its old haunts,

In later issues of CUSTOS we will
publish articles about the translocation
of the animals and about occurrences
after their arrival, 0



