DON'T BE FOOLED BY THE BULK OF RHINOCEROSES. FVEN THOUGH THESE

animals look like three-toed NFL linebackers, they can clim
gracefully, and run fast. They spend half of their lives eating; t
But they are far from docile. When threatened, they point th

b steep hills, turn

?ey sleep a lot too.

r big horns at the

predator as a show of force. Because of their size, rhinoceroses don't have many
enemies—except human beings. Today only five out of one hundred species of
rhino remain. But groups around the world are fighting to stop their extinction.
Learn more in this edition of Nature Watch.
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For David, Erin, Laurie, and Jeff, because they love
animals. Also, for all the people who are working to
save rhinos from extinction —S. M. W.

Special thanks to the late Tom Foose (1945-2006) of
the International Rhino Foundation and Karen Kane

of the Rhino Trust for their belp with this book
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A black rhinoceros named Kzanzaa faces the camera at Taronga Zoo in Sydney, Australia.

A MOTHER BLACK RHINOCEROS AND HER 5-MONTH-OLD BABY
(shown above) calmly chew hay as I walk toward them. Suddenly, a loud
noise startles them.

They wheel around and bolt away with surprising speed and grace. At
a safe distance, they stop, lower their heads, pick up some hay, and con-
tinue eating.

I’m lucky to be able to stand so close to these unusual animals. The
reason | can is because they live in Chicago’s Brookfield Zoo.
Rhinoceroses are among the world’s most endangered animals and are
rarely seen in the wild. If this mother and her son lived in the wild, the
terrible truth is they would likely be killed by illegal hunters, called
poachers. Poachers earn money by selling rhinoceros horns.
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CALLS, SIGNALS,
AND SIGNS |

RHINOS COMMUNICATE USING A WIDE RANGE|OF SOUNDS
and body language. If a dominant bull making his daily rounds meets
another bull, he growls and may curl his tail up over his|back as a sign
that he is upset. The bulls test each other’s strength by horn wrestling
(shown above) and charging into each other’s shoulders. This establish-
es which bull is the strongest. That bull will occupy a dominant, or high-
er, social position. As long as the weaker bull doesn’t challenge the dom-
inant one, a meeting may not lead to a fight. Unless he’s looking for trou-
ble, the other (most likely younger) male chirps at the st(j;-onger bull. It’s
as if he’s saying, “Relax, I know who's in charge.” If a fight erupts, both
adults roar and grunt. |
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This 12-day-old female Indian rhino calf only needs to cry out and its mother will pay attention.

Unless a cow has a calf, she doesn’t usu-
ally mind being near other cows or young
adult rhinos. Although a baby rhino’s call
is much quieter than a bull’s, it is sure to
bring a quick response from its mother. It
may whine to grab her attention or squeal

if it is afraid. Then mom immediately
comes running.

Zoologists (scientists who study ani-
mal life) have learned that rhinos also
use a “silent” call to communicate with
one another. Like whales’ songs, these





































