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India, now extincr in the Indian subconrinent)._ Not featured in this book.

animals. Avoids man.

Diet: Grasses. Often raids cultivation.

Breeding: Gestation 11 months. | young born at a time.

Status: Endangered. Estimated population in W India over 1,500.

Similar species: None. Some regard the Kiang of Ladakh (see above) as a separate species,
Equus kiang,

60. INDIAN RHINOCEROS (Plaze 7)

Rhinoceros unicornis

Identification: Shoulder height 155-180 cm. Grey, thick, folded
skin, giving it the appearance of being armour-plated. Strong short
limbs ending in 3 toes. Single horn (15-30 cm) on top of snout.
Prehistoric-looking.

Habitat: Floodplain grasslands and riverine forests.

Range: Foothills of the Himalaya, along the “terai”, “dun” valleys and “duars”, from
Dudhwa, N India, in the west, through Nepal, to Kaziranga in NE India.

Behaviour: Nocturnal and diurnal. Normally solitary, but in open areas 1-10 animals
may be seen in loose groups. Whistles, grunts, snorts and rattles: Follows regular paths
through thick, almost impassable, tall grass. Habitually defecates at latrine sites which
over time become large dung middens.

Diet: Grasses, leaves, shoots and cultivation.

Breeding: Gestation 16 months. 1 young born at a time. Longevity 40 years.

Status: Endangered. Estimated population of 1,700-2,000. Persecuted for its horn
{more valuable than irs weight in gold), skin and other body parts for medicinal and
SUPEISTTIous reasons.

Similar species: Javan Rhinoceros (smaller, until recently found in Bangladesh and NE

61. PYGMY HOG (Plase 7)

Sus salvanius

»

Identification: Shoulder height 25-30 cm.” Very shore tail (less than !

4 cm). Smaller version of the Wild Boar with a rounded rear. Brown

to blackish (young with brownish red stripes) coarse hair, no dorsal crest. 3 pairs of teats
(6 pairs in Wild Boar).

Habitat: Grasslands and riverine forests.

Range: “Terai” of India and Nepal and the “duars” of Bhutan and Assam. Possibly N and
E Bangladesh also.

Behaviour: Group size 5-20 animals. Shy. Mainly nocturnal. Grunts. Den a nest on
the ground amongst thick grasses (a shallow depression covered by foliage).

Diet: Grasses, roots, tubers, insects and birds’ eggs.

Breeding: Gestation approx 100-120 days. 2-6 young born at a time. Longevity 10-12 years.
Status: Endangered. Population estimated at several hundred.

Similar species: Wild Boar.
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PLATE 7

Ganges Dolphin (p 30)
Platanista gangetica

y Indian Elephant
Elephas maximus
(p3D)

Wild Boar (p 33)

Sus scrofa

Indian Rhinoceros
Rbinoceros unicornis
(p 32)

L 120 cm |

Indian Spotted Chevrotain
Pygmy Hog —__" Tragulus meminna (p 33)
Sus salvanius (p 32)
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11. KAZIRANGA NATIONAL PARK (INDIA)

Area: 42,996 hectares.

Established: 1926 as a reserve forest, 1940 as a wildlife sanctuary, 1974 as a national park.
Description: Kaziranga National Park lies to the south of the mighty Brahmaputra river
and being on the floodplains is inundated heavily by the monsoon rains. The predominant
vegetation is a mixture of tall grasslands and riverine forests. There are many marshes,
interconnecting streams and ox-bow lakes, known locally as ‘bheels’ or ‘bils’. To the south
of the park lie the Mikir Hills which rise to over 1,000 metres elevation. Kaziranga is
famous for its Indian Rhinoceros population which is estimated at 1,100+ and is by far che
best place to see them in India. (This species is unique to the subcontinent, with the second
largest population of 400+ found in Chitwan, Nepal). Other large mammals include the
Water Buffalo, Swamp Deer and Gangetic Dolphin. The park may be explored by riding
elephant or 4-wheel drive motor vehicles. There are several watch towers. The nearby
Panbari Reserve Forest is the best place to see the Hoolock Gibbon. Kaziranga has a rich
birdlife. There is a colony of Spot-billed Pelicans and the rare Bengal Floricans inhabit the
grasslands. This area is also known for the famous Assam tea and during the winter and
spring it is worthwhile visiting the nearby tea plantations to sec tea leaves being picked and
processed.
Season: November-May, the best period being January-April.
Access: Drive to the park from Gauhati (219 km, 6 hours) or Jorhat (96 km, 2 hours)
airports, accessible by flights from Delhi and Calcutta respectively. The nearest railway
station is Jakhalabandha (43 km).
Accommodation and facilities: The Aranya Forest Lodge and two tourist lodges run by
the Assam government are 3 km from the park entrance at Mihimukh. The Wild Grass
Lodge is located a litde further. Riding elephants are available at the Mihimukh entrance.
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