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The Ancient Character (L in) and the Prototype of Kylin :

Also on the Reason for Kylin Sacramentalized asa Holy Beast
WAN G Hui
(College of Historical Culture, Shanxi Normal University, Xi’ an 710062, China)

Absract : The ancient Chinese character B2 (lin) is what the ancient classical literature calls kylin, which is also short-
enedas (lin) or (lin). Kylin has a barde - like appearance and round bubble - or nail - like" soft armors” in stipes.
That is the reason why ancient people call it (B%)or . Kylin hasone horn on the head, by which ancient people treat it
as smilar to theclassof deer (). Thenthe prototypeof it isactually the Indian rhinoceros; infact , its characteristics have
much to do with their living habits. Big as it is, kylin is not aggressve; 0 it is regarded as &' benevolent animal” in the
ancient ; it isindeed one of the four holy beasts. Snce the Indian rhinoceros have to move constantly to the south for the
changes of the climate, 0 it israre to seein the Cental Plains. But once it appears, it is thought that it comesfor the' vir-
tue” of the holy kings, which gives rise to its sacramentalization as a holy beast.

Key wordsZ2(lin) ; kylin; Indian rhinoceros;holy beast



