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Rhino In November the .long awited rains at last broke on Lewa. Our worst drouchc 
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: in li'iGg memory was finally over. The good rains lasted thro'ugh to the end of 
: -the-feai, and showers have continued into the New Year. There is an abundance - e. - 
,,of g&t<s, Trid &e animals have pur back all the condition that they lost in the - -  - H 

drought, \Ye havc been particularly lucky. because aIthough the good rains 
. extended to neighbouring areas such as I1 Ngwesi, other parts of northern Kenya 

are still req- dry. Since Lewa was so green, it attracted an amazing diversity of 
*larcelBurtazier For6nhtionfor . birdlife. _Almost every tree seemed to have a breeding colony of chestnut weavers 

the Protertio7, of the Afican 
, and its attendant cuckoos U-aiting for a chance to deposit their eggs, and there 

Elephalzt : weIe over a thousand European n-hitr storks \vinrsring on the Consen-ancy, as 

Zebm Tra~rclocations \\!ell as over a hundred blontague's harriers. 



\\'c c l r r ~ c d  r,ut a gnme count In I'ebruarg, which cr,ntir~necl that W'c arc espccring 5 black ancl -I white rhinos t o  calve during the 

many specics hacl suffered h:tdly in the droughc. !-1:udesr hit were the year, ;incl +h the recent rainfall [his should bc perfect timing for d ~ e  

waterbuck, which declined from 474 to 149, 2nd hutebeesr, which went nc\v calves. Gsof7rey C'heggs - Rrrearch 0fjci:er 

fro111 28 to only 7 animals. We d s o  lost abour half our buif:llo, and 

nearly half the eland. Ho~vcver,  most of  rhere \r i l l  mcrease rapidly 

w ~ t h  a good year o r  two, 2nd this rcducuon in numbers w~l l  g1r.e the 
land J chance to recover. 

Luckily our two most important speues, the black rhlno and Grevy's 
zebra, have done  well. T h r  female black rhinos were glven 
supplementary lucerne and managed not to lose too much condition, 
while y, our surprise the numbers of Grey 's  zebra increased from 497 
last yr:u to 556 &IS ya r .  Thts is probrbly a result of the ab~lity of chls 
desert-adapted animal r e  survive drought conditions, and 3n intlux of  
animals from further north through the game gap o n  our  northern 
boundary. T h e  preliminary results o f  a sumey  o f  Grcvy's zebra 
rhroughout Kenya lasr year have just been produced. These show -a 

continued dccline to Litrle rnorc than 2,000 animals. This mcarls rhnc 
, Le\w holds a quarter of the wc,rld population of this glob.~lly cndangerect 
I 

species and 111ust be cogldered irs most imporrant remi~ining reh~gt.. 

t Wa!erbuck rest in the Swamp area 

: Sincc rhe last edition of ou r  newsletter, black rhinos Solio, Stumpy 

f and Zaria have produced thcir 6th, 5th and 3rd calves respectively. 

g Stumpy's calf has been named Tnna. We lost one adult white rhino bull 

1 -  - Utlialume - from fighting with a dominant b d .  
: There has been some natural dispersal: four bIack rhinos .ue moving 
: and feeding to the west of  the Ngare Ndare Forest Rescrve, an area - uich ~ b u n d a n t  brourse u?hich has not pra-iouslp been used by rhinos. 

This mcans that we will need to deploy additional security in this area. 

I All the rhinos increased their home rmL=s during the drought. \VC had 
i to provide daily supplemenruy fecd to the majorig- o i  both black and 

white rhino fc~nalcs to mainrain their body condition. Aluch of  this i food rn kindly given by Jef l  & Nan Bennett. 

1 .  Rccopising rhe individual identity of  all the sub-adult md some of 
the adult white rhino bulls has bcen increasingly difficult for chr securiy 
patrclls. Accordingly we have rat-notched 7 white rhinos following 

.. Kenya \K'~ldLife Senvice coding guidelines. 

The  chai rmm o f  d ~ e  Namunyak \~i1dh&-~onc6rvatiinF~m>E and 
rhc local 1f.P. for Szmburu East ~ o n = X & h o r e  is tin211p'l$ck from 

.-@- :- - - 
hospital in Englznd. O n  arrival he &&ed ;he s icond .bdard-meeang - .. _ A . % .  _ 
this year. FIE retum was greatly hailed and \r,ls:ai.i9!*o~ rclieE to the 

.I -=-a 
cmsrecs and the members of  tl~r como?unicp~c~n problcms rshred to 

C .*--- 
poaching. The Namunyak JIanager, P a d  ~ e r i n ~ , a r d ,  started, hisL?rIasrers 
rlcgrer o n  wildlife conservation and tourism nlan~!ge$$t at the 
University o f  Kenr  in Engl:lnd, funded by the ~ f r i ~ d h : > r i d l i f e  
Founchtion. On his remrn, Paul is e s p e e  to href uj@e*m&zgemCr?r 

- .  ,. - 
capacity o f  the S m u n y a k  project. t- 

- .  ,. 

Looking north from Lewz towam's & annmunny consemation~reas of 11 Ngwsi & hlamcmyak 



, I'esriue 2nd water rclarcd co~illicts resulted in rhc '1e:tth of nvu e1rph:lrlts 

i k w c m  J a u a n  aud &larch 20(!1. One was killed by Berm herdsmen and 
the other was killed by n Samburu momn during conflict over water. The 

1 mor:tn \VAS later arresretl. 

1 For some time Nanlunyak has bccn struggling with the use of  a 
i single L a d  Cruiser for tourism, administration and searit?.. This ucls 

greatly improved by rhe donation o f  a new vehicle by &c US Fish & 

Wildlife Service. 
The Director of Kenya iX'ildlife Service and his HQ team visited 

f Namurlyak in February ro discuss thc future of wildlife in the area a ~ ~ d  

1 possible collaboration. Thc  teal11 emphasised that due to limited 

) resources, it was not possible for h X S  to be everywhere. Parrnership 
forn~.ition is therefore the key to success in conservation of  biological 
biodiversiq. 

'rourism bookings at  U Ngwesi L d g c  remained srable at about 701!4 
o c c u p " " ~ ~ .  Three of the Il Nswesi l o d ~  staff ancl o n r  from the Cultural 
Alanyatta undertook a two-wcd refresher course a t  L'ralii Collegc, 
N;Jrobi. This has i tdprd staff matmation and profiaency. 

The US Fish and Wll&f-e Service donated a Land Critiscr Smetl at 
suc~lgthening security for both tourism and wildlife- This has hrcn 
done as a joint venture bctwcen I1 Ngwesi and Lelcurruki Group  - 
kanches. 

The ppcess  oE establishing the X g u c  Kdare Forest Trust te m m g e  
&c Ngare S d a r e  Forest on  I.ewn's southern b o u n d q  is propressing 
well. 'Ilhirteen trustees have bccrn decced represenungchc four mll~ges 
n e & h h d n g  . - the forest. This is the &st such co~nmnnicy forest trust 

l 

The LWC-supported schools conunue to show an upward trend in exam 
' 

pcrti~rmmce. Four sn~clcnts were given burs:iries to secondary school at the 
beginning o f  this ycar from Ntugi, hlutunyi and Lewa schools. Joint 
mallrgement meetings benvecn thc administrauon of the four schools and 
LWC are held regu1:trly co monltor rhe progress of  the schools 01.1 

mfrastrucrurc and curriculum development. Illfrascructure derdopmcnr was 
surtcd in rhrec of the schools - Leparua, Ntugi m d  hluruny~ from firnds 
r:liscd through the ICLar:ithon. 

T h e  warer tagli at Ntugi school funded by the Foundation for 
M'idhfc Conservation has been completed and has proved a big blclrsing. 

J ~ n l e s  h l / ( n y ~ i g i  - Commzini!y Dcr t lopn~ent  Ojyirar 

Elephant playing in the dam 

Following the success of last year's m:~rathon. we are planning to 
repeat the event this );uar. The dare is the 1st of July. S a f i c o m  haw 
again l y e e d  KO be the main sponsors, and a number of  otkcr corporare 
sponsors are sho \ \v~n~  interest. Contact us as soon as possible if you 
would like to run this ye:lr. Places are fast being taken up. 

Lasr year's marathon raised just under 550,000, which was shared 
between the Consem.ancy, hIeru NationaL Park, the Lewa-supporrcd 
schools, I1 iSLgwqsi and kamunyak. This year thrr r  will b c  the same 
beneticlaries, but we w ~ l l  d s o  be supporting rhe Nanyulii C o c r q e  
tlospital, which is the local hospital that uur staff use if they have 
serious medical problems. 

The updated web site is now online. Lew News is a recent addition. 
which we will upciare on .I monrhly basis. A big thank you to Jalre 
IGdde-H~nsen of iYararnu K'eb Workshop fur all his hard work 

Lewa Tcnted Camp - the former Lerli Camp-which is now run bp 
che Conservancy under rhc management of  John and Lulu Clark - has 
had a busy season. Repeat gues~s  have been very inlpresscd with thc 
changes that have occurred sincc the Conservancy took over the running 
of rhr camp. Improvements continue, and we are now putting in a 
swimming pool. 'She pool will have a natural fccl with a free form 
design and a saltwater cleaning system. 



- hlukora, the white rhino who is resident in the area, has spent mole 



the Conserranc!- has been able to cmplo!- the services of addit~onal rangers who sen-e as eyes and ears in the 
protection of elephant and rhino both w1d-Lin the Conservancy and in the adjoining community areas to the north. 
Due to this increased presence and protection wve are p1e:lsed to be able to report n real decrease in  poncl,itl,o activi t ie~ 

- and also a corresponcling increase in the elephant numbers in both community areas of-I1 Ngwesi and Namunyak. - - 

'8ildlifP is increasingly becoming a valued econonlic resource in these areas and with the community owned lodges 
- pro\-ing such a success. the local communities enjoy a financial benefit as a consequence of protecung wildlife - 

- ~vhich was never previously available. I ~ z n  Craig 

:_ - _+ - - - -  In mid-February this y e ~  the Conservancy conducted a mass capture of Burchell's zebra within Lewa. successfully - . b-- - . --v 

2&mBring 104 animals to hleru National Park. The operation took 6 days and involved a large amount of  logistical . - -- : 3- -,=-- 
. _~pJ.anning. Using Alan Root's helicopter and a highly experienced game-capture pilot from South Africa, Vere - -.m ;..q - 

_%%(Feathers) \-an Heerden, the animals were driven into a large funnel 'boma' and then into tailor made containers. 
-' --S 
g - - s ~ % c  . - containers had been chained onto the back of  rented or donated lorries (thanks 10 hlartin Forster o f  CMC, 

- . LT*. a- 

-F;%Xairobi), before being transported to hferu, where the zebra were released into their new home. 
--FF.% 

: - # ~ z  Thanks to generous funding from Tusk Trust, Betsy Relchert and the 1-oussef-Warren Foundation, we were able ' ;+-- --=? .. ,.\. S>-*. - 
., ;to buy and make the numerous items of  equipment used in tlus operation. We now have the ability to catch and 
k- --.transldcate all species of plains game anywhere within I<en!-a and hope to be able to consohdate on d i s  experience, 
' : a t h e  near future, with other similar operations. 'c _ -_- -.a:--. Tourists in Sieru Park have been seeing the animals on a regular basis and the only negative comments were 

S--4 . ::* - -----questions as to why the zebra in the Park had pink or green ears. This was a cunning move by us to ensure that all -. , 

could be easily identified by the Iirnya Wildlife Service rangers, who were n~onitoring their 
~JIike IF'af~on 

A helicopter is used to drive the zebra towards 
the funnel trap and into the container on the waiting lorry 



The successes of the Consen-mcy would be impossible without the 
help of our many supporters around the world. The Conservancy 
would like to thank the following friends for their hospitality during 
Chris & Caroline Thouless's mp around the USA: 
Richard &JJII Buche and thc Lulu GoliCIub, Juhth Heath, Debo Gage, GII K: Ildiko Butlcr, 
Johnny Bewridgc R: La~5ma Cdva, Bmce & rUrs Schaer, HoIlp WiIIiams, Faanya Rose K- 
John Redly of the Explorer's Club, Gordon Pmee, Craig Poner, &chard Kusiero, hlsrshd 
Jones, K ~ r l  Snomayer, Hclcn & Scott Chnsam, Tom S: Iicmena Budrr, PM Osbome, C h p  
Pc Sandy Cunningham, M a n  & T e q  Axehod, Jan & Bob Whiaitt. Ti Sr Di Lapage, Mac 
LhcQuord, Tom Fey, Utah's Hogic Zoo, Sracey Holland, Bihl Bccksredr of Charles Sch~~riab, 
Jeny Cha~nales of Rhmotck, Laurn blcCork;ndde, ff itjn von Garmer, the Creams .Gnsts 
zissociadon, Stephmic Poaers, \landv Bell, ~ h e  Board and members of the -American 
hssociauoti of Z o o k e e p  (especially P a q  Pearthree), 5lnr); AlcDermon Cook Jim Webb, 
Rich Buickerood of the Ddas  Zoo and Kuen H d t o n  and Jim Howard of the D d a s  
Zoologicd Soclcry, Meg Gammage-Tucker Rr h e  Jlajelrsla. 

LVe would also like to dank the following donors, who ham helped 
CO keep the Conservancy operational over the last year. 
hAZI</Bo;vling tbr %nos Inc., John Paul h Kachp Abelaaec, I3dJie Adelman, ,Uen 

Alder, Jirn ~ntonidcs ,  Ross R- Claire Arnold, h1 & Georgians hschelbach, Caren 
Banks, Johr & C'rsula Banzhof, Delora Barchelor, Roben R: Birgji Bateman, h l a r  

- Bauer, Elien Beard, Chns Bobko of Denver Zoo, Gd Boese of the Foundatiop f&, 
\S-dcllife Coaen-atioq Siies Bolton, Jinl tdrenneman, Toby S: h a  Brom!ey, J o s q h  Sr 
Lucy Rruckner, Pad  Bulman, hlarcet Bqauer ,  Louise Charlron 05 the ~ e n ~ - \ ~ ; ~ & - e  
Fund, George Chest-, W&am Sr Judith Clements, J m  C o h s ,  John Ca&,A$en~ 
Corbecr Jlrn & Elizabeth Cos, K m  Culbertson, .-5nderson & Betty Cudq IEchad & 
?vlarsaret Dlckson, Xivier Eckermkoctter, Jenny 8c lbchard Emerson, Tom F e r  the 
Flora F d y  Foundadon bh&a Fischer, Erin Bight Fleming, James R: Dorothy Fluker, 
Valerie Gates, h h d ~ a  Gaugher, hlitch Bi Kxy G d b a  Debra Ghdden, Roberr &brm 

- - - Gooci~vin, Ted Goss or &r Eden Trusq G c h . r p  Graves. R o d d  Gum, J m e s  &easier, 
' ~ane  S: bIichael I.lorvirz, Donald & Diana Humphnrs, Tim Jackson, Pcnay Ja~retr of C m c ~ ~ c d  Zoo, Adrirmc Johns, Dennis jahnson, D 9 ! i  kmp of 
R&' for h o s ,  Pat & Rosemarie Keough, Kimberley k z e r ,  Don & Marriet I(irL~auic6;Joh l inodes  of the l h v e i l  ,Prescn.arion T&L Sreven & 
Brcnda beisher, Ehz~beth Larsen of the Cuh Chapter of  _ % . K ,  Jirn Sr J d e  L~J-s. Gaylord Sr I\.~thy Lqton, Roger ~ W S ,  Patrick ! k m s  of !he Tapeats 
Founda~on, Andp Lodge of the Ngare Sergoi Support Group. S t e ~ a r t  R: Joan 
1 ong, Pamcla Lunny, Susan Lyd Ursch &Hans Uwch, hhlo &!sckie hlnsden, 
Charhe \1i@ew. Stecc R: Kathp SlcConackey, I<eh AI&-act, - b n a  blerz, 
'STictonzi Xlilhorn, Ian Sc Eugen~e Moore, JIonlca blorricon, Kidham & 3 I q  
llucpht, Bernard & Lhrgaret A'ebel, Timothy & hhrie O'Ha_r;t, James & 
h n a  Oscenrold, Ronda Pl~nck-Preston & the C i n c i ~ a t i  schools, Ahmi 
Prendergasr, Thorns  Pohl, John Prince, Shari LYr David Qumey ,  Shelly 
Rabin. William & Christlne Ragland, John h y ,  Michael Reed, J in  Keed- 
Smith, Tom 8: Nan Rees, Betsy l<richeq Charlone Rhodes, Patnch Rob~nson, 
Ross Sr h l u a a  Rogcrs, hlan Root, Roberr S: Susan de Rosc, Xeii & Connie 
Rossrmller, SIark Ross, Srephen Ross, Susam~h  & BILI Rouse, David Ryan, 
Winfield Shuas, Jeffrey Short, David S: S d y  Smith, Dante Srephenxm, John 
8: Carol Suitinn, Scott S: Betsy Tl1omcon, Caroiine Truesdell, Geena Tweed, 
Benjamin Sr D i ~ n c  Tully, hlichnel Wemman, Tom 8( Lpn Pikite, Karen 
Whte,  Norman K: E,~rbar:t \V~eiansky, h s a  Wishnlck, Car! K-oiff, Ruth 
W-ood, kchard R: Arlene Korhcrs, h* WyLtr.~ Ross, Robert & h & t e  
Young, Gtorge R: Susan Yousset; \Tnvne Zielmga. 

The following people and organisations have also been of 
particular support to our associated organisations: 
Nam~q-sk  V('ild.de Consmration Trust -save the Elepkdnts, Hug> Januaryand February Dan and Sue Wa#s, who are protessio,,a, 
de Fcrmnn. Inrern%aonal Fund 501 -W lx'elfare, Tusk T=q m ~ o r  -{smp, photographers from ~ ~ ~ ~ d ~ ~ ~ j d ~ ,  ~ j ~ h i ~ ~ ~ ,  stayedon L ~ ~ ~ ,  a 
Jeff Bennett. mass of photographs on their state-of-the-art digital equipment. Dan 
11 Ngwzsi and L~lcurruki - pin ~ h c a n  Conserranon ~ r u s r  andsues stunnina imeaes have alreadv helped us greatly with fund- - - . . - .  
... and a huge thank you to Delulu Upson for her help in raisingandpublici& andtheirnewset--atinyselectionofwhich 

doing the laj-ours for this and previous nen-slerters. i~lustrats this news/etf?r-are even better. 
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