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The Recapture of Milionda 
9 Reported by Anna Men 

W hen ar tile end of 1991 it was 
decided that the whole of Lem-a Downs 
should be fenced and become a rhino 
sanctuary, together with the Npare 
Kdare Government Forest I<esen.e, one 
of the most perplexing questions with 
which we m-ere faced was what to do 
about the elephanrs. I t  certain times of 
the year and whenever they are under 
p o a c h g  pressure, hey  come - 
sometimes in very big herds - onto 
Lewa Downs and up into dle Forest 
Resen-e. We did not want to forbid 
them access. So we decided to leave a 
p p  of abouc 300 meters in the fence to ' 1: norch for them to use and then to 
1 

narrow it down as they got used ro it. 
At h e  end of 1992, thanks in large 

part co the suppott from Bowling for 
Khinos, this fence was completed. Bur 
before its completion in ,lugust, we 
received five white rhinos from S. 
Africa? as described in a previous 
newsleacr. One of these. Slilionda. a 
sub-adulr male: was usually by himself 
in the h1-lir part of Lewa. By a very 
fortunate coincidence, early in Januar)., 
an Italian fdni team had paid for him to 
be captured and have a radio inserted 
in his horn in order to f~ciliiaie the' 
monitoring of his movements. 

Soon after this n7e received the most 
unexpected h e a q  rains and on the 30th 
of January; we failed to locate him. By 
the first of February \\-hen 11e still had 

and late that afternoon Ian. l-lying north 
in a search pattern, loraced him in the 
S K  part of the Sa~nburu Game Reserve. 
The capture l o r ~  and gear was already 
on standby and that evening Ian 
obtained the necessary permits to 
enable us to cacch and move him. 

The follon-ing morning I left at 5:00 
3.m. buc by the lime I reached Fanvs 
house he was alresdy'in the air and so 
was Francis in the other Supercub. I 
went down to Sambun~ in the Tovoca 

which was loaded with our best 
crackers and followed by the capcure 
lorry. By the time I\\.-e arrived. the r h o  
had been located and Pan was ready to 
dart ic. Twice Ian darcecl it and each 
time the dart bounced off h i s  rump and 
failed to penetrate. However it W 

enough to get the poor rhino thor- 
oughly upsel and he set off for the hills 
heading north at a smart trot. Ian and 
Kinanjui followed his tracks and R-e 
(Co~ztinzrecl illside- h n a ' s  Report) 

not been found, a major search n.as on White rhino receiving supplemental feed during drought. - PJ~oto A@* Lodge 



Lewa Downs, 
Ngare Sergoi 

Wildlife Project 
Update 

By Andy lodge 

1' ve recently returned from Len~a 
Doivns. where I me1 with Anna Merz 
and lan Craig. There is very bad news 
coming out of Zimbabwe as far as the 
rhino situation there. Recently -0 out of 
100 dehorned whlte rhinos llave been 
shor. The black rhino population has 
gone from 1 700 to less than 300 within 
the past year due to poaching. Ter 
Zimbabwe still Rants to put rhino horn 
on the market. and refuses to build 
Sanctuaries to protect hem. 

The nen-s is far better in Kenya 
where the rhino population is increas- 
ing. This increase is not huge but it 
certainly is an encouraging sign. This is 
due to projects such a Ngare Sergoi. 
Our black rhino population is now 16 
and four more are ar$ing before the 
end of the year. The breeding program 
is back on track, and we are hopeful 
next year will be a good one. 

12% of world's remaining G r e w  Zebras are at Lewa Downs. 
Photo by dndy Lodge 

Fie now have a toral of 80 miles of 
fence. enclosing 55.000 acres. Now that 
the fence is in place the real work is 
set ro begin - that of breeding and 
protecting the rhinos. .Q we have 
increased the protected arc1 by almost 
six times over the original 10,000 acres 
of die reserve, the cost of protecting 
the wildlife has increased. I hope all of 
our supporters will continue to help us 
as many officials and consenfationists 
feel Sgirr  Sergoi is h e  best run 

wilcllife project in Kenya and we owe 
so much to the people that give their 
time and money so we can conrinue 
the work. 

As you know the project has 
espanded and is caring for not only 
rhinos but many other animals that live 
within the confines of this fenced-in 
area. To the right (facing page) is 3 list 
of the animals found under the protec- 
tion of The Len-a Downs, Kgare Sergoi 
\Vildlife Project. 4 

I Please Help! P -. ,; I Even though C.I.T.E.S. (The Convention on International Trade in Endangered 
I Species) has banned the international trade in rhino products, five countries still I ' blatantly con~inue t h s  bloody practice. The governments of these five countries, I 
I 
I Taiwan, China, South Korea, Thailand and Yeman turn a blind eye to this 

I 
I 

1 trade and it is allon-ed to flourish. Help save the Rhino! I 
I Please Boycottpf-odricts rrznde i r r  these cozr~rtries arrd coltsider zurLiti~zg a I 
I letter to their representcrtives a! these addresses: I 
I I 
I China South Korea Thailand I 
I Ambassador Zhu Qizhen -Ambassador I Iong-Choo Hyun Ambassador i L  Binbkongse E;r-lsemsri I 
1 2300 Connecticut Ave h T  2320 >lassachusem Xvr YY6' 2300 E~lorarm RD h1.6' 
I Washington, DC 2000s Wshington, DC 20008 \Tiashington. DC 20008 

I 
I 

I Taiwan 
I Coordination Council for Sorth American Affairs 
1 4201 Wisconsin Ave h1Y 

Yeman I 
-4mb:lssador Hohsin A Alaini I 
2600 Virginia -4ve \TV I .., 

/ Washington, DC 20016 Kashington, DC 20037 I 
L I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I ~ ~ I ~ I I I I I ~  



Ngare Sergoi/Lewa Downs 
Conservation Project 

Animals foux~d within Latest animal count 

Column 
By iV1issy Betcber 

within the Lew-a 
Downs Conservation 

Project 
a11 ~ltzinzc~/.l- not cor~izten.j 

1977 1993 
Buffalo. Cape 60 170 
Cheetah 2 4 
Elancl. Parterson's 56 231 
Elephant 120 728 
Gerenuk 11 S1 
Giraffe. Reticulated 197 340 
Gazefie, Grant's 136 391 
Hartebeest, Jackson's 25 5s 
Impala 95 558 
Kudu, Greater 17 43 
Leopard 4 12 
Lion 1 2 
Oqx:  Beisa 17 S2 
Ostrich: Somali 18 62 
Reedbuck, Tvlountain 9 5 
Rhino, Black 0 18 
R h o :  White 0 11 
Simtunga 0 11 
Steinbok S 6 
War~hog 23 291 
\Vaterbuck. Defasscl 2 j  545 
Zcbra, Burchell's 254 1395 
Zebra, Grety* S1 3-52 

the 58,000 acres of 
protected habitat at 

the Lewa Downs 
Wildlife Project 

Aardvark Jackal, Side-Striped 
~ ~ o l f  KLpspringr 
Baboon. Olive Iiudu. Greater 
Bat E d  Fox Leopard 
ButTalo. Cape Lion 
Bushbuck hion goose. h-arf 
Bushpig Mongoose, hfmh 
Caacal hlongoose, Slender 
Chetah blongoose. white Tded 
Civet. &can Monkey, Vervet 
Dikdik, Gunhers Oqx, Beisa 
D~tiker, Gray Bush Ostrich. Somali 

,:-) Eland, Patterion's Otter, CIawless 
he holidays are here 

we tell stories, md foIk 
a favorire. 

fIyn~, Tree Zebra, Burchell's 
lmpala Zebra. Grew '12% of u1or1~l"s remaining 

Jackd, Blackbacked Zorilla I Gray Zebrc~s are at Lezia Dotcnr. 

- 

rhernes that appear in all f o ~ ~ d :  
good over evil. rhe clever 
rhe suong happiness as i ~ s w - n  

Elephant,. .&cal Porcupine. Crested 
Galago, Lesser Reedbuck Alountain 
Gazelle , Grant's Khinoceros. Black 
Genet, Common Rhinocenx, White 

Sewal Cat Gerenuk 
Giant Rat Sitatunga 
GiraFfe. Riticulated Squirrel, Ground 
H'm. XGican Steinbuck 
Harkbeest, Jrlckson's lvathog 
lloney Badger. Ratel \Vaterbuck. ~ommon 
Hyena Spotted Waterbuck. Defassa 
Hyena Striped KTld Cat 

reward. Each country adapst%ese 
themes to its own culture. In 

center on the settling 
of America and 

around people like 
o l m y  Appleseed, Pecos 
or Paul Uunyan and his 

n-here much of the history 
and life centers around 
~vildlife, it is no wonder 

fokmles have helped 
African people understand 
narure over the centuries 
and have  aught them to 

which share their 

Hym., Rock \Yild Dog 

- -tlsplan:~tion" of some 
a m a l  habits according 
to African tales. These 
are just a sample of the 
manv folktales which '. , 
ponra); anirn~ls. A1 of 

these folktales come 



pt-ople rind the\ Art. usuall) shunned 

(ofcen m-o 
or more 
tribes in the 
samc country 
have variations 
on the same 
storyj, but similar 

3 
stories are told in 

. other paw of lifrica " disposi- 
and also. in other parts of the world. tion. According to 

IF these folh~ales interest you, why tradition when the earth \\-as formed, 
not visit a boolistore or library. they the giraffe looked more like a deer. 
have lots of Mrican folktale books, as One ):ear during a bad drought, the 
n-ell as folktales from other countries ginffe and the rhino went to man to 
coo. Don't forget. after you read ask for aid in reaching the leaves on 
follctales, tell them - it is only through the treetops. Giraffe viaiced patiently 
celling tales that they become alive. while man prepared a magic herb, but 
Each time you read or tell a folktale, it rhino wandered off. 
is a little different and that is By the time rhino 
what d e s  them so much fun. remembered and 

Did you ever wonder why arrived at man.s hut, 
elepllants do not live around gir~ffe had eaten all 
people? According to a folktale the magic herb and 
from Zimbabwe many years ago become the animal 
the elephant and the hyena did live we know roday. Rhino was veq- mad 
among people. Rut the elephant ate all because there w s  no magic herb left, 

[he villager's corn and and he began to chase man. Rhino acts 
the hyena are all the h e  same roday. 

pumpkins. The other Another Kenya follitale tells us why 
anim:lls ~verc. h e  hare has no friends. Many years 
vely upset at ago, the hare cried to nlake friends with 
the elephant many of the animals. First, he went to 
ancl hyena so visit the eagle. When the eagle dived 

the WO decided and caught a chcken for lunch, hare 
ask the chief to said he could do  h t  too. Yet n-hen 

change their names eagle visited. hare could not catch a 
and then they would no longer h ~ v e  CO chicken and g ~ g l e  had to ferch his own 
be embarrassed. While waiting for the dinner. Eagle and hare were never 
chief to change their names: the friends again. .&other day, hare went 

to visit crocodile. To visit. crocodile 
had to carry hare to his island home. 
When it became lace, hare decided to 
spend the night with t ie  crocodiles. 
Yet in the middle of tke night he woke 

pllanr ate up and ate all of Mrs. Crocodile's eggs. 
his corn and It was not until they were halfnay- 

the hyena ate across the river that crocodile found 
out sbout the eggs. Although he bit 
hare's leg, hare managed ro escape and 
swim to shore. But he lost another 
friend. (LSriarions of i l k  tale include 

ran inlo the bush. Illany other friendships which hare lost. 
, . And to this day Xliican folklore is full of stories about 

neither the hare, and nlany of tliern will remind 
.Anlerican children of Brer Rabbit and 
his adventures.) 

i 
Sketcf~es I?)! 

Baboo~~s 
are another 
creature that we 
often wondcr 
why they act 
the way they do. 
A Zimbab\ve 
folkt:lle says it is 
because baboon: 
once people. Several 
families left their 
homes in the village 
and began to live in 
the rocks which were 
safe from wild animals. Over time. the 
children were able to scamper over the 
rocks and they began to talk less and 
less klore tune passed and the chil- 
dren S noses became bigger, ther  teeth 
longer, .ind aey spent-ahost all the Q clme on all fours. Yet dekp 'don n _th-qeSe 
creatures still rernernbered.ihg.d-k~~= -:-_. 

- 4  - -. 
n ere people aridt.&eni~qI$e)z=~~-3 ; - l  

another of'theirpfin t $ e ~ ~  bug%$?-- 
u d  jeered bed~sg.-&bokea S&--; --& - 
funny. ~ ~ ~ n l i i ~ ~ ~ i & ~ o f ~ t h e ; ~ n ~ ~ n ~ l  
Lmlies went ih&-o\+ i-$v-.1d + , -- . 
became what we know as'a F~@;<R:; , 

troop rb~ci syheaever. a bab~on' 's?e?~-~ 
another bk<oor& l : \h ' ,b&use  ~t 

1, - , i, looks so funny. 'B . . . 
I . ./(,) ' - ,- 

Some Africaq. folktale 
books to get $ou started: 

-- 

~am&;%$ -&t&k&@or;e~l~uf 
Keep My ~6rd.s; a i c a n  Tales 
for Retelling &99i (2 

Such a Long 

Roscn. hlichael. 
Their Colors. 1992 [K-2) 

Smlth. -2lesander AlcCall. Children of 
Was: African folk tales. 1989 (3-6) 

Walters. hlary "Ching. The Baboon's 
Umbrella. 1 9 1  (K-6) 

cf~ildrmr ~ l r  ~Vlrrgi P r i ~ ~ m t y  Scbool - ~lfenr. Kenya 



(Cotlriir ued  fro?^ COL~CI.- 

m a ' s  Report) 

went of f  in the gencral cilrection with 
the vehicles but had to m:lke a huge 
detour to cross a big dry river bed. 
Eventually the terrain bec:~nie so rough 
that we had to walk :iheacl of the 
vehicles to p i d e  her11 Finding where 
it was possible for them t o  cross the 
endless gullies took a lot of time. 

In the meantime Ian and Kinanjui 
had located the rhino once more and 
again darted him and oncc again the 
dart failed to penetrate. The last n-e 
saw of hun, he was heading north - a 
magnificent sight in spectacular country 
which had once been home to count- 
less rhino. Sadly we gave up for the 

ight and I flex\- back with 1311, the 
Toyota returned loaded to the brim and 
the lorq stayed down there. 

It was an uneasy night ib-ondering if 
the shifta would catch up with him 
before we did. Both Supercubs were 
rt-ady to leave ar dawn as was the 
Toyota. I waited on the airstrip. rifter 
about mo hours flying lan picked up 
hlilionda's radio signal about 30 miles 
to the e:tit of where he had last been 
seen. Fr~ncis picked me up and we 
flew clown to the Shaba 'tirstrip and 
then drove over the main road to che 
north into the Sanlburu Reserve. Ian 
and Kinanjui were following the rhino 
on foot. Our wait was enlivened by 
three cheetah who were w.~ndering 
around in the viciniry. Suclclenly our 
hino appeared at speed heading north, 

he then turned and ran south again 
moving parallel n-ith the main road. Ian 
told us on the radio that this time the 
&rt had penetrated and Francis was 
already airborne to see where he went 
down. \Ye got moving with the l o q  
and unbelievably he went don-n n-ithin 
about 20 meters of the main road. K e  
were able to load hlrn with great ease 
and L\-e all thought it as jus~ as well 
that we had nor been successful the 
previous day. 

hlilionda departed in the lom- with a 
heavlly armed K.W.S. escort and b i  
evening was safely est.~blislied in one 
of h e  holding bomas. Tl~erc he 
remained while we reduced the size of 
the elephant gap to about 30 meters 
and put a very low stone wall across it. 
So far this has worked - the elephants 

.tnd dznd usc it regularly bc;t not the 
rhinos. Since bcing rele~scci again, 
kuionda is usu.~lly wit11 two ot the 
other young white rhinos with whom 
he came up from South .urica, Uthurni 
and Stombele. and is not wandering 
quite so extensively. 

Sadly the April rains failed again so 
now n-e are extremely dry once more 
having had 1-10 rain sirce January and it 
is unlikely we will get any before 
November. It was great fun having the 
BOD-ling for Rhinos winners here in 
illarch. Cara Lance who was the winner 
and Debbie Palay who came second 
with their friends. h d r e w  Henderson 
and Patrick Eichhorn. We hope they 
enjoyed their visit as much as n-e 
enjoyed having them. Also there have 
been a number of large zoo groups 
and we hope by next year it ivill be 
possible to have them to stay and not 
just for lunch. 

hlj- second book Golden Dunes 
2nd Desert illountains." published by 
the company started recently by 
Francis' filther, Tony, came out in May. 
I wrote it to try and malre money for 
the rhinos and it is available from the 
Supporr Group and .Udy Lodge. It is 
about my life in Ghana and travels in 
the Sahara. 
-4s far as I am concerned the major 

excitement this year has been the 
mating of Sarnia by che male rhino. 
Kenu, whom we captured up north in 
January-. This great 
event took place on 
rhe 6th -4pril and again 
on the 1st and 2nd 
Nay. She proved, to 
my vast relief, to be 
able to look after 
herself very well. and 
her behavior with other 
rhinos seems to be 
totally normal. Of 
course now the big 
question is did I bring 
her up  we1 enough for 
her to know hon- to 
cope ~ 5 t h  her baby if 

Cr~lg  f a d y  nith :he:: usual gen~;osi- 
ty. havt. decided th.~t L~D-n Downs 
shall become a Wildl~fe Conservancy 
managed by. a Board of Directors of 
whom I sm one. \%'e are all working 
very hard to get the Conservancy going 
and we are all determined rhac ir will 
become the role model for multiple 
land use for the dry rr~ngelands of 
,Grica south of the Sahara. \ re  are 
determined to prove to the local 
peoples and Governments that wild 
animals can benefit them. can benefit 
the c o u n q  can benefit us and can be 
kept logether with beef cattle. WC are 
also keen EO get tourism going on a 
wider basis. We want to appeal 
especially to h e  serious Eco-Tourist 
and offer them a complete two week 
experience. \Ye would Ike to enable 
them both to do and to learn some- 
thing different every day. Our aim is 
that those who visit us are nor only our 
guests but also our ambassadors who 
will return and tell the world what we 
are trying to do. I arn greatly excited 
abut this aspect of our project, even to 
the elTenr of wanting to get involved 
with it. Those of you n-ho know my 
hermit like habits will no doubt have a 
good laugh at this moment . . .. But we 
hope a lot of our supporters will plan 
to visit us in the future and see what 
we are doing as well as take advantage 
of what may be the best rhino viewing 
in Africa. 

To order your copy (paperback) 
of the book bp Atma Men, 

GOLDEN DUNES 
AND 

DEXRT MOUNTAINS 
please send $12.50 plus $2.50 
shipping and hanclling to: 

Ngme Sergoi Support Group 
P.O. Box 29503 

Colurnbus. Ohio 4 3 2 9  
and when it is born. Ill Please send me - book(s) 

On .April 1st the 
Lewa \Tildlife Conser- Total Enclosed $ . 
vancy came into III Nanle 111 
esistence. This is 
something that I am 
very excited about. The 

Address 
City State- Zip 



To order your copy of the book by Anna hlerz, 
Rhino At the Brink of Extinction 

nml $10.00 plus $2. j0 shipping and handling to: 
- AnNADCIL 

Ngare Sergoi 
Support Group RHIINo U W II~R 

Of m o l  
P.O. Bos 29503 

Colurnbus, Ohio 43229 

Please send me - book(s1 - 
Total Enclosed $ . m -mm- - 

Same 
Address 
City State zip . 

-411 proceeds fror)~ the book go directly to 
Ngare Sagoi  Rhino Sanctuary for the coiltin~rerl 

opemtion nnrl szlccess of the sclilctlrag? 

1 - Editorial Policy 
/ Ths s'ttT of fI.O.R;\: welcomes serious conservation 

astides andlc~r cdilorials for pu'olication. .\Ithough the f m w  1 will he on rhino and other hrgi.mammal cc~nservathn. we 

/ sncounge artides on any rdemnt or legitim~te consenarion 
topic. Articles tnusc be 2000 words or Iess, :~nd we rque3t 
rhat m y  ctiirorial or cuntrovesid arricle be hascd on 
verifiable fiicts. Pl~otographs ,ad illusgarions arc also 

-welcome. Photos rnay be prints or stidrs. Prints mua be ac 
least 3!5 X i, and slides sranckd 3Smm. Submkted articles 

I and picium will nor Ix rctGed-The sraff hw the final - 
d+~Asion on publintion 2nd addes meq be edited for 

l brcviy. 1-icws of contributing authors :%re not ~ I L ' C C S - S X ~ ~ ~  [he 
I riexvs of The Npre Sergoi Suppox Group. 

Before reprinting articles in local public;itiuns, conuct 
H O.RK of your u~rcnt. Articles shoutd bc smct reprints 
and should give cwdic to H.OX-Y. snd the author. 

Newslett& Smff - XIiiv ~erch&, -Udy Lodge, 
r\nn3 hlerz, Stepl-len Raybum 

Ngsre Serpoi Support Group 
- P.O. Box 29j03 

Columbus. Ohio U219 

Learn more about fhe . . - 
plight of wildlife . . .  : . . 

Andy Lodge is available for public lectures (school, 
civic groups, etc.) His presenration is a multi-media : f program. Please call 614/33--0676 to schedule. ................................. 

Become a Member . 
Receive a year's subscription to il'.O.R.,V. newsletter. 

Quarterly updates on the sanctuary. future plans at 
Lewa Downs. Black Rhino information. Children's 
Column and a variety of consemation articles appear in 
each issue. 

Your membership entitles you to a 2099 discount on 
all &gore Sergoi Support Grolrp products. 

Iiave the satisfaction of knowing ha t  your dollars 
continue to suppor~ and enhance importan1 :incl 

( 
success~ul wiltilili. conservation efforts. 1 r 

0 Neul C) Renew~11 

3 General Membership ...................... $ 1Sw 
3 National members, hnerican 

Association of Zookeepers .................... S lP 
O Student Membership .................................. S lW 
O .WIi Chapters. Corporations ................... S 2Y9 
O Other - Contribution ............................. S 

Address l 
City- State Zip 

Send to: Ngare Sergoi Support Group 
P.O. Box 29503 

Columbus, Ohio 43229 

2Yg~~re Setgoi S t rpp?  Group is a 501 (C) 3 r1011-pmj2 
and ft. erentpl otganizafion. lbiir dm~otiorr isjril!y 

m-ded~rctible to the fir11 extent allotcerl @ I ~ r t u .  

This tletcslelier is prilzfed on recycfed pctper. 
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