
THE RHINOCEROS. 

OF all tile Soutl~ Africiul atlimals, not tile 
)cnst carious, perllaps, is the rllinoceros. Hc 
il~lldits R largc portion of tllc African coast 
--such localities, ;it least, :is nrc suit:tblc to 
his iubi W. Formerly, lie ~vns co~nillonly 
found even in the imnlcdinte vici~lity of Cape 
Toall, but, owing t o  const:int pcrsccution, is 
now rnrcly met rvi th  f:irtller to tile soatl~rvnrrl 
(I ~penl i  of the rvest coast,) thtltl about tlie 
23rd dcgrcc ef 1.1titude. In t l ~ c  ii~tcrior, 
ho\vcrrr, the tribe is still vcry numeroos. 

On one occnsion," saps Captnin Hnnis, 
\~h i l s t  t~*:.ellting from thc rmggon to  bring 

the \lead of 3 koodoo that I had kiilcd about I\ 
l o f  I encountered tlrcnty-tiro 
re:osrs, :md had to shoot four of then1 to 
clenr the way." 

v t L l ~ c  rl~inoceros is, ~norco~*er, an inh:~bi t~nt  
of Ucng:~l, Siam, China, and othcr conntrics 
of :\si;l, :ts also of Jlm, Si~rnntrit, ~ n d  Ccjlon. 
But tlrc t l~rcc sl~ecles indigenous to this 
qui~rter of tbe globc would seem t o  h quite 



diEerclrt t o  ally yet for~sd in  Africa. Alll~osl 1 r l ~ i ~ l  of  \he \rirolc lrnplir of the n~iirnnl's 
all tlic Asii~tic specic.5 )inre rill c s ~ e c d i ~ ~ g l ~  f 1)0d?), Its S ~ I I : I ~ C  IIOSC, arid tll~: grcatcr I e ~ ~ g t l t  
coarse hicic, cosered wit11 lnrgc iolds 11ot url- 01' rllc nntr~*ior I~orn. l like :I coat of ~ilnil; \\*liilst tlrnt o f  tllc -4fric:ln 'I'lrc blnck I \ I I I J  tlre white rbinoccros, tllough 
species is c o ~ n p n t i r p l r  smoot b. 'Two ot' t I N  I so \icnrly allied rs each nt her, differ \videlr in 
Indian r7i;uuct~r*.rs lrnre ollly ono Ilnrn : i 111rir mode of lil*ilg, babics, BC. Tile chief 
mlicre:~~ a11 tile African oncs :Ire providr~l I sllb~istcr:c.~! of tiic former :tnirnnl consists of  
nit11 two. ?'Le third Asiotic spcciw, w l ~ i c l ~  ' t11c roots ofcert:\in Lusl~cs, \rliicllnrc! p lol~gl~cd 
is fooad i n  tlic islrrld of S~iin:itr:~, rcse~~~ldlar 111) 1): iis r l rn~ lg  borli, and tile al~ours :lnd 
the Africlrn i l l  Iiarirlg t ~ v o  irorss, b.: i l l  ct l11.r ] t ~ n d r r  ilougl~s o f  tlre wi t -a -b i t  tlrorn ; 
respectstJitti.r.i co!~sidcr*nliy. Tlloa;11 t lic \ v I j 1 1 \ ~  the rvlritc rlii:~nccros fcctls solclp gn I rhi~~uccros  is :iblti:dnn t ill t llc ill; crior of gr:Iss[*s. 111 llisposition tllcrc is n rn:trked 
Africi~, it is described :IS f.ir iro;i~ lllljnerulis tlif'cretrcc Lctwecn tile111 ; for tvltilst tljc 
in Asi;~, turd is Iess gcncrul!!. distributed t11:in bl,tcli is of u w r y  sclrttgc n:rtarc, tlic al i i te is 
tbc c1epB:rnt. I of :I eo!r~p:irati\*uly mild dispositioa, and, 

Four distinct snecies :\re known to exist ill I nlrlrso ia rlcl'rucc of its youltg, or tvllen listly 
South Africa, tn:o of v l i ic l~  are of :l d:lrh I psrsucd: or ~vuanded, r:lrcl!* i t tucks n III:III. 

colour, and two of 3 wbitibll hue, \ ~ h e n c ~  
they :lrc ~rstinlly called the bhck and tlie 
rvliitc rl~inoccros. Ono of the two species of 
blacli-tbc Dozele, as i t  is called by the Becl~u- 

'Ihc body ctf t l ~ c  rl~illucrros is long and  
tllicli ; i t s  belly is hrge, ar~rl Iiangs ne:lr the 
groulrd ; ils legs arc slrort, round, n~ltl \-cry 
strong ; aird its hoofs are divided into tlrrco 

aoas-is tbc comnlon s~nal l  rhinoce:os; thc l p:~rts, each pointing forwards. The hcad, 
l other (csllcd Kcitlon), is the two-horned black + ~vllicb is rem:rrltably formed, is large; t.hc cars 

rhinoceros, as i t  is termed by nnturalists. I are 11ng and erect; its cyes small and sulllicn; 
The latter differs from tlie Bozele in  bei~lg  
somewhat larger, with a lorlgtr neck, iri 

hnving tllo llorlls of nearly equiil Ier~gtlr, 
mith 3 lesser nu tnbc~  of \i*rinklcs about tile 
head, and it is of a more r ~ i l d  and morose 
disposition. The upper lip of both, rlrore 
cspccinlly of the Keitlon, i s  pointed, orcr- 
laps thc loner, and is mpnble of csten- 
sion ; it is pliable, and the animal c m  move 
it from side to  side, twist it round n stick, 

the lrorns, t ~ l r i c l ~  are composed of fine longi- 
tl~dio:rl tllreads, forming n beautiful hnrd and 
solid substnncc, are not  afiTsed to t!lc slrull, 
but tnerely attached to the skin, resting, holr- 
ever, in somc dcgree, un 3 bony prot~~bcrancc 
abo\.r. the nostrils. It  i s  believed b! many, 
t11:it wlren tire trrrimal is a t  rest the horns arc 
soft :rnd pliable: bat  that  wlwn on thc movc 
tile7 nt once becosme lrnrd nlld solid ; morc- 
o n r ,  t l i i t  it c:in 3t will ~ I I ~ I I  the posteriot (or 

collect its food, or seize wit11 it onytl~ilig i t  i back) I~orn, tile other liorlr ~ ~ l e a ~ r ~ * l j i l e  rc- 
would csrry to its rnoutl~, 130th sgccics iirc I illaining fir111 :~nd erect: but tllere can 
ertrernely fierce, and, e x c ~ p  ting t11c buil:i 10, : sc:il.cely bc su~ticient ibil~~dation fdr t;\rcb 
are, perhaps, the most dnl~gcrous of all tllc 
oeasts of Soutl~ern Africa. 
Of the \rfiite species, we hare, I, the coin- 

mon white rhinoceros, cnlled ~ ~ o n o o l i o o  by 
tlre Bechusnas; nnd S, the liobiiaba, or long- 
horncd white rll inoeeros. 

I t  is \\.it11 regard to tllcir llorns that  thc 
two species clliefly difer  lioln cncli other ; for, 
whilst tbe anterior (or foren~ast) horn of the 
Jlonoohoo llns an arcmgc length of two 01. 

notions. 
I n  size tile rl~itioceros-the ~ s h i t c  ~pccics,  

a t  Imst-is oir!? exceeded by tllc elepl~:u~t : 
:I f i~ l l -g ro \~n  111:rle tnensurcs, from tile snout 
to t l ~ r  estl-emi~!' of the t:lil (w11icl1 is about 
tn*o feet), Ivt\vcen fourteen and sistcen feet, 
with n circ~~~nt"urcncc of tcn or twclvc l'cct. 
T o  judge from tlicsc figures, aild tile gcncral 
bulkiness of the body, i t  c:innot weigh less 
t11nn t'ronl Four to f ive thous;\nd pounds. 

three feet, curvi:lg backwards, thnt of tllo 'I'llc ge~rer i~l  nppcar:ince o t  the Africsn l Kobaaln not uufrcqrlcntly cxcecds four fcet, rtlitioceros is not uniike tb:it of an i~nrncnse 
and i s  sligt~tiy pointed for\\-3rd. This rlli~jo- 
ccros is also the rarer of the two, :lnd is only 
fouritl in tlrc morc intcrior parts of Sou t l~  
Africa. 

Tlrc chief c l ~ s ~ c t e r i s t i c s  of the vhi te  riii- 
noceros :ire its superior size, tllc errtraordin:rry 
length of i ts  head (\\*hicb isnot  far from ouc- 

hog slrorn o!' his hair, or rotller bristles; for, 
witll tlie esrel.~tion of n tuft i t t  the extremity 
of tlrc rnr :l1111 t hc tail, it has no 11:iir w h : ~ t  
ever; :d, ;IS if in nlockerv of' i t s  giant form, 
its elves arc ludicroublp sm:tII --so s~nnll ,  
indeed, tlr;it ilt n s l~or t  dist:~ncc tlrrg are irrl- 
pcrce~~tiblc. It is conjectured tllat the rlri- 



noceros is nlnollg the most long-lived of rl~irloceros to be the most stupid and inof- 
beasts ; iudccd, i t  is probablc th:it hc attains I fcnsivc of crc:it~rres. Yet. n h e r ~  his irc is 
tbe age of n liundrcd ycnrs. 

In  strcngtli tlre rl~irloccros is scarccly in- 
ferior to the clcpllant. It is or1 rccord that 
the rhinoceros which Emmnnuel, King of 
Portugd, in  tlle year 1613, tielit to tilt POPC, 
destroyed, in  fit of fury, the vesscl in ~Ir ic l i  
he wns transported. 

U~lgainly :old Iicavy as tltc rllinoccros 
looks, it is nevrrtllel~ss so ercecdingiy swift 
of foot-nt least., 31, recqards t l e  black s p i e s  
-Illat n liorse with ;L rider call mrel!. miiilagc 
to ovcrtaiio it.  Captain 13:mis, r lrcn s p e ~ k -  
ing of tile chilsc of lbcsc animnls, saps, 
"E'rom its clumsy appearance, one mould 
never suppose that  i t  could dart  about, 3s i t  
does, like lig11 tning." 

TIN rl~inoccros is not 3 veracious feeder, 
but is rather fifitidious in the selcction of its 
food, in search of mliicli it wanders filr and 
nidr. \Vntcr is indispensnblc to tile rhino- 
ceros; and even if his ustinl haunts be distant 
from tllc fountain, he sccks i t  rt least once 
in  tbc  twenty-four houis, as well to quench 
his thirst RS to ~ a 1 1 0 ~  in the  mud, with 
n l ~ i c h  his body is frequently cncrustcd, 
leaving to the thirsty tmvcller nothing bat  n 
mass of well-kneaded dough. 

Tile rlrirloccros is nvery affectionate mothcr, 
and guards Irer ofGpring with the tendcrest 
c3re. The  young, in its turn, clings dontingly 
to i t s  dam ; and even for a diiy or tsvo nfter 
tllc latter 11as becn killed, the calf is fre- 
quently sccn alor~gsidc the C~IYCUS. 

Thc scnso of henring and smcll in this 
a u i n ~ d  is most acute. Even when I'ccdiug or 
reposing, he will listen with 3 deep and con- 
tiuued attentiou until t l ~ e  rioise thnt has 
nttractcd his attention ceases. He winds 311 

cnellly from a very grcdt d i s t ~ r ~ c c ;  but if one 
bc to leetrnrd of Iiira, it is not difticult to 
approach witbin a fev; puccs. His sight, olr 
tllc other hand, is not good. From the pew- 
liar position of his eya ,  which are tlecp-set 
in tllc head, nnd Iris nnu-icldy horns, lie c:io 
only see wl~n t  is immediately before Ilinl. 

The Llisk species, is bcfore stated, iirc of 
a vcry sullen and morosc disposition. Tllcy 
WC, morcover, subject to sudden f i ts  of un- 
provoked fury : rusliing and cl13rgiag wit11 
i~concci\*;~blc ficrccncss allilnnls, stones, 
buslies-in short, any object tIl;lt colncs i n  
their noay. Sec0 in his r:rti\rc wilds, either 
e h c n  browsing :!t his lcisurc, or listles~ly 
muatering about, a person ~vould t ~ l i e  t l ~ e ,  

roused, 11e hccomes tile reverse, nnd is then 
tile 111ost n ~ i l c  and terrible of animals. He 
is not d:ingcrnus to mnn alone: all tho 
bmsts of tiro forest drcnd l~im,  mtd none 
dare to attack t11is truly formidable ~ n i m d .  
T h e  lion, if tllcy cl~:incc to meet, slinks out 
of his \ray; even the c lcpha~~t ,  should they 
encounter, retreats, if possible, without 
iiaz3rtling nn cngngemcut. 

T l ~ c  rllinoccms, though it cnnnot strictly 
be c-lied n grcgdrious animal, and though 
most commonlr met wit11 singly or in pnirs, 
would scem to bc of n somcwb:rt social dis- 
position. Indeed, us mnny as i\ dozen haye 
been seen pnsturing and bro\rsing togetlicr.. 

The nl~irnal is noctr~ranl in Its habits. At  
the upproncli of dusk he comnlencev his 
rainblcs, trnd, if not disturbed, g e n c d y  
visits the pool at an early hour of tlre e ~ c n i n g  ; 
after\~ards,  he ixot unfrcquently ~snnders orer 
3 great extent of country. Soon after sun- 
risc, Ilc sccks repose and shelter against the 
heat under solnc friendly mimosqor the pro- 
jecting ledge of a rock, where he spends the 
d:ry in sleep, cithcr stretched n t  full lengch, 
or in I? standing position. Thus seen from a 
distairce, he may eu i ly  be mistdccn for the 
fragment of R ruck. 

'Thc Asiiitic species is frequently kept  in 
confinement; but, though generally tractable, 
his morose and ssvnae naturc rcnders birii 
c ~ t h e r  dnsgerous. ?he l u s t  provocation 
often puts him i n  a tempest of passion, 
rvllen lie will not hesitate to destroy his best 
friend. I n  his rage ilc mill jump about, md 
Ic:lp to 3 grcnt hriglit, d r i ~ i n g  his head 
furiously :~nd with incredible swiftness 
ngainst the partitions of his phcc of confina- 
ment.. Three or four specimens are at the 
present day alive in England. 

T l ~ c  horns of the rl~inoccros, which are 
ci\pnble of a high polish, are a valuable 
;irticle of comlnerce. At the Cnpe, this com- 
lnodity fetches hnlf as muclr as ordinary ele- 
pllant ivory. It is estensivelp used for 
sword-li:iniles, drinki~~g-csps,  nnd n v n r i e t ~  
of purposes. I n  Turkcy, the rhinoceros 
horn is very rnucl~ estccmcd, especinlly such 
:IS h,\s n reddisli tiiit. Tl~rse, wllen mda 
into cups, the 'l'urks believe to hnro the 
virtsc of detrctinp poison, by making the 
lirlcior k r ~ n c n t  till it runs quitc out of the 
gullet. 

T l ~ s  c h s e  of tbc rhinoceros is variomly 



conducted in  South Africa. One of the most 
3ppro~ed  plnlls is to  talk thc animal, either 
when feediag or reposisg. If tbe sportsmnn 
I i ~ p  rrcll under the rri~ld, and t l~cre be the 
least corer, he 1 1 s  no difiiculty in approacli- 
ing the b e s t  within CUJ range; when, if  thc 
ball be a c l l  directed. the preg is ~~sun l lg  
killed on the spot. w i t h  3 little p r e ~ ~ u t i o n ,  
t h L  kind of sport may be conducted without 
greatly endangering n person's safety. U u t  
by far tllc most cosireoicnt nay of destroying 
th is  animal is toslioot him from the "skarm," 
nu he comcs to the pool to quench his thirst. 
" I n  this way," ~ 3 ~ s  hIr. Andersson (to whom 
our boys are indebted for this account), 'l I 
bare myself killed several scorcs of FiiiiG I 

a t  1 s t  he did so, i t  too late ; for, not- 
withstanding t11at the r~inoceros had only 
been nnlking, tiro distance between us  s n s  
so inconsidcrnble that  by tllis time I clearly 
foresm contact was lln3voidrble. Indeed, 
in another moment I obscrrcd the brutP bend 
)OK llis Lend; nlien, with n thrust u ~ \ ~ a r d ,  
bc struck his lioril into the r i b  of the horse 
with such force as to p e n e h t e  to the re ry  
saddle on the opposite side, where I felt the 
sharp point against my Leg. The violence of 
the blow w u  so tremc~ldous S h mm3lce t h e  
llorzc tbrow n completcsummersault into the 
air, coming hearily d o r n  on his back. With 
regard to myself, I IV~U, as a nat ter  of course, 
riolently precipitated to tlie ground. Whilst -- 

L' e r o ~ ~ s . "  1 thus prostmted, I actually saw the horn of 
Occasionnlir he is also talicn in pitfalls. the infurintcd beast alongside of me; but, 

BC is not often pursued on horscbacli, chiefly 
because his speed and endurance me such 
that it is diificult to come up with and follow 
him, to say nothing of tlic danger nttcndant 
on such n course. bImy n hunter, indeed, 

seemingly satisfied with his rerenge, hc 
started off a t  n canter from the scene of 
action, without doing any further mischief. 
M y  after-rider hnving by this time come up, 
I rushed upon him, and, ~ l ~ n o s t  pulling him 

has thereby endarigered his life. 

l 
o f  thc liorsc, leapt ,into the saddle; and, 

"Once, as I nns returning from an ele- without a Iilzt, a ~ ~ d  rny face streaming with 
phant  chase," said 3Ir. Os~vcll to the author blood, wss quickly in  pursuit of the rctrcat- 
of l1 Lake Ngami," " I obserwl  n huge qllitc 
rhinoceros ii short distance ahead. I  as 
r id i~~g a most excellent I~unter-thc bes t ,  
and ffeetest steed I erer possessed during my 
shoo thg  ercursions in  Africa; but  it was a 
rule with' me n e w  to pursue 3 rhinoceros on 
horseback, and simply became the animal is 
so much nlorc easily approached and killed 
on foot. On this occnsion, honever, i t  
seemed as if fate Lad interfered. Turning to 

ing beast, which I soon had the mtisfaction 
to see stretched lifeless a t  my feet." 

I t  i s  gecerslly rcceivcd as a fuct that  the  
hide of thc rhinoceros is impenetr~ble to 3 
bullet, or cren to an  "iron ingot." E a t  this 
is just  as idle 3 notion (as regards the Africar~ 
species, at least) as tha t  cnterhincd respect- 
ing the softness anll pliability of the nnirnsl's 
horns ; for n common leaden bell will find its 
n a p  through the hide with the greatest 

my after-rider, I edled out, L That  fellow h%' 
g o t  a fine horn. I will 11are ;r shot a t  him.' 
Wi th  that., 1 clapped spurs to my horse, 
which soon brought me nlongsidc the huge 
beast, and the nes t  instant I lodged a ball in 
lris body ; but, 3s i t  turned out, not with 
deadly effect. On receiving thc shot, thc 
rhinoceros, to  my p e r t  surprise, instead of 
seeking safety in flight, suddenly stopped 
ahort, then turned sharply round, and, haring 
eyed me most curiously for a second or ttt.0, 

walked sloaly toaerds mc. I never dreamt 
of danger " (the animal, the reader should 
remember, was of the  inon'ensive white 
species) ; nevertheless, I instinctively 
t u n e d  my horse's head snsy; but, strange 
to  say, this creature-usually so gentle and 
docile that  the slightest tolich of the reius 
~ o u l d  be sufficient to guide it-now abso- 
lutely rcfuscd to  give me his head. \\'hen 

Beilitr. It is true, one sl~ould be near t h e  
brute; for (says the author of "Lake Ngami") 
though I have known a rliinoceros killed 3t 
tlie distance of a hundred yards, i t  is an es -  
ception to the rule. Indeed, bepond thirty 
or forty paces one cannot make sure of the 
shot. Under all circumstmces, 3 double 
charge of powder is desirable. 

However se;*erely wounded the rhinoceros 
may be, be seldom bleeds esternallp. This 
is pnrtlr attributable, no doubt, to the grent 
tlliclin&r of the hide, and its elasticity, nhicll 
occasions the hole caused by tbe bullet nearly 
to close up; as also from tbe bide not being 
firmly attaclled to the  body, but constal~tly 
tnoriiig. If the animal bleed at all, i t  i s  
from the mouth and nostrils, ~rilich is a 
pretty sure sign t h n t  it is mortnlly stridien, 
and the chances are that i t  will be found 
dead within U short distance. 


