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Sharjah UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

On 8 May Arabiz's Wildlife Centre n Sharjah weicomed the zrmval of
ihe first Arabian tahr (Hemitragus jayakars) to be porn at the centie,

This was also a first for an EAZA member instituuion

This birth is the result of breeding laan arrangements betwe:zn the
Oman Mammal Breeding entre in Muscat, Oman :he Endangered
Wildlife Breeding and Conservation Centre in Al Ain and Arabia’s
Wildlife Centre in Sharjah Only Sharjah 1s a puplic facility ana 1S1S
registered, while both other collections are private. Arabian ahr are only
kept at these three colleciions. There are currently fi.e Arabian tahrin
Sharjah and the total population in captivity s less then one hundred.
The estimated wild population of less than two thousand :nimals 1
threatened by unrestricted development in the mountains and the

removal of live youngsters for llegal trade

Both tahr parents arrived 1n 2006 in Sharjah. The six-year-old female 1s
an experienced breeder while 1t is the first offspring far the four-year-
old father. Arabian tahr are solitary and sometimes fiercely territonial,
which poses challenges to successful maintenance and husbandry in
captivity. The male and female wers sntroduced to each other at the end
ot November 2006. No actual mating was observed but they were seen

lying close tagether for several days in mid-December

ZSL Whipsnade Zoo welcomed not one, but two baby ‘giants’ at the
beginning of 2007 an Asian one-harned rhino tRhinoceros

untcornis) and an Asian elephant (Elephas maximus)

The female Asian one-horned rhino caif ‘Asha’, made a rapid entrance on
New Year's Eve at two o'clock in the afternoon. providing an extra-special
celebration for the staff. Asha. meaning ‘hope in Nepali 1s being parent-
reared by her 11-vear-old mother Behan' and is growing rapidly. weighirg
in at 255 kg by the end of April 2007. Behan, a first--ime mother. arnved
at Whipsnade Zoo in 1998 from Chitwan after being donated by the
Depariment of National Parks. Nepal Jaffna’, the 13-vear old father,

is on loan from Basel Zoo and arrived in 2004. Asian one-horned rhinos
were Tirst exhibited at Whipsnade Zoo 1n 1935 and ther= have been nine
births in total, the fust in 1957 Of those nine. two calves survived anly
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The femaie was crate trained and caught for ultrasound examination in

February 2007. Pregnancy was established. and the pair was immediately
separated again. The birth of the maie young approximately 175 days
later confirmed that mating occurred around mid-December The voung
weighed 1.7 kg at day one and was seen niboling on browse for the

first time at ten days. Due to the arrival of summer, with temperatures
ranging from 4o0- C 10 48-C. mother and young spend most of their ume
in the shaded areas that were specially made for them.
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one day and one was 3 sull birth. The last birth at the zoo was in 1993,

making the arrval of Asha very special

Following hoi on the heels of Asha ‘Leelez" a remale Asian elepnant calf.
was born on 19 January 2007 In the evening and weighed 122 kg at birth.
Although 1t took her five hours to find her mothers milk. she quickly made up
for lost ume. and by June weighed in at 293 kg. This is the second calf for
24-year-old mother ‘Kaylee and -5 year-old “ather ‘Emmet’ Kaylee arrived
at Whipsnade in 1989 rom Burma. Emmet was born at the Rosamond Gifford
Zoo in Syracuse tUSA) -n 1091 and arrived at Whipsnade in 19g7. The elephant
keepers have noted that Leelee 1s an active and bnght calf who began taking
daily walks around the zoo with four other members of the elephant herd
only a few days after birth. In total there are six elephants in the 00 nerd,

including two year ‘Euan’ who auickly became a playmate for Leelee.

LTI UTE LAMEII0O0r



