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their soles are covered with fleshy pads, which enable thern'to adllere 
to, and climb with safety up, smooth surfhces of rocks or trees. 
These tl~lirnnls are entirely vegetable feeders, some dwelling an1 ong 
rocks, otlicirs clitribing u y  ti.ct.s. Among the ltock-Coneys maybe 

Thu Coney (I .yrax ~yr iuc?~ .~) .  

specially mentioned the Hyrar syrinnrs, which is the '' Coney " 
of our English translatiull of the Biblc. 

Suborder PERISSODACTYLA. 
The Perissodactyla, or Odd-toed Ungulates, are represented at 

the present day by three  sell-koown animals, the %hinocer~s, 
Tapir, and Horse, which have in common u~auy  important cha- 
racters, chiefly in their teeth and li~nb-bones, ~vhich will be better 
explained in cortnectioll with the skeletons exhibited in the Orteo- 
logical Gallery. Jl'hilst i n  Uiorene and I'lioeene times this Sub- 
order was rrprcsented by a very large nu~llber of different forms, 
it is non SO deficient in species n!ld individuals that it must be 
supposed to be in a mure or less decadeut condition. 

Of the Rhinoceroses there are fire or six known spccies, all 
large animals, with such thick and unyielding skins as to ncces- 
situte in sorne the formation of deep folds to  enublc thctl-r t u  move 

D 

their limbs with any facility, and with three toes on each foot. Tl~e 
hanls, which are placed on their n~urrlcs,differersei~tially it] stnrcture 
from those of other Jfarnrnals> Lcing composed of. u~oditicd and 
agglut~nated hairs. 

l'his group is ~ i o w  restrictetl to the  African ancl Indian regions, 
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but in forn~er times thcy were spread over all Europe, Asia, and 
An~erica. One of them (R. fic/mrhinus), a native of Ellrope and 
K. Asia, was invested with a coat of thick woolly hairs, just like 
its cotitcmporary, the Jlammoth. Specimens of the followiw 
species are exhibited on the left of the Saloon :- 

The Indian Two-horned Rhinoceros (R. niger), a native of the 
Blalayan 1mi1in9ula, olle of the rarest of the genus. The Common 
Africa11 Black Ehinoceros (H. bicornis), found all over Africa. I t  
is distingilished from the next species by its elongated and pre- 
hensile upper lip, smaller size, and different habits. Its two horns 
ore very variable in length; the front otie being generally much 
the longer of the two, but i 11 some specinlens the posterior horn is 
as long as or lot~ger than the anterior ; these latter specimens are 
often considered to be R dis t i~~ct  species, to which the name of 

l<eitloaJ' is given. 
The ?\:bite Rhiuoceros (R. sinzus) of S .  Africa, with a square 

upper lip, is a large species, of which no full-grown specinlens 
have ever been sent to Xngland. Its anterior horrl is very slender, 
and has been found to attain to a length of four feet; the animal 
being of s rrlild and timid disposition, and feedi~ig chiefly on grass, 
uses its horn rarely, either for digging or for attack. This species 
is becoming very scarce and in danger of being exterminated, 
which is 'the more to be regretted, as from all accpunta it  was 
capable of being tamcd. A youug mounted specimen is placed 
near the IE. bicornis. 

The large Indian Rhinoceros (H. unicornis), a one-hol*ned species 
fronr North-eastern India, of which a f i~ll-gro\~n male is exhibited. 

On tbe tops of Wall-cascs 45, 46, 63, aud 5 1, is a series of 
Rhinoceros horns representing variations of growth. 

The Tapirs (Tapirus) (Cases 35 and 36) are swamp-loving [C,,,, 
animals, excellent swinlrr~el*~ and divers, of which one species occurs 35 tk 36-1 

in Malaysia and the othcrs in  Central ai~d South America-a 
distribution which sho~vs that at some fort-t~er period of the 
world's history they r a n d  all over the intervening countries, 
through China, Knmt 3ctiatka, and North-west America. I n  fact 
a fossil Chinese Tapir has beer1 discovered in which the teeth 
are so perTectIy preserved R Y  to show that t,he species can only 
have become recently extinct. Of the five species of Tapir known 
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thb Malayan has a white back, ahile the rest are nearly urliforrnly 
black wfren adult, althotlgtl a11 when young are marked with lon- 
git~idinal stripes of yelloiv or white. They arc thick-sct animals, 
with short cars, and wit11 their nose elongated into a short pre- 
hensile proboscis ; they have four toes on thcir forc, and three on 
their llind f'eet. 

I n  the Horses, Asses, and Zebras (Epuih)  the toes are reduced 
in nutuber to a n  extent entirely unique among the Mamrualia, 
therc being only a single digit on each of the four feet, enormously- 
strengthened to bear the weight of the body, but yct retaining the 
same conlposition as our own n~iddle fitiger. Tlle wild species of 
this fatr~ily are indigenous in the open plains of Asia and Africa. 
The herds of ?tTiId Horses nonv found in R~nerica are the de- 
seclidants of dume~tieated and introduced nninlala. Curiously 
enough, howeve~., that continent TRB in forn~er ages the head- 
quarters of the farnilg, many different forms having been there 
devclopcd, and become again entirely extinct. 

The two Cases in the centre of the Gallery show several rnernhcrs 
of the Pamily, as, for instance, the nearly extiuct true Zebra. (Equus 
zeb,.n) ; the comparative1 y corn mon Burchell's Zebra (Eyuus 6ur- 
che/li) of Central South Africa, distiuguishetl bp the different 
arrangement of the stripcs on the body; the  IVild ASS of Ce11tra1 
Asia; and several interesting cross-l11.eeds betwen digwent mt+lnberu 
of the Horse family. 

Suborder ARTIODA~TE*LA. 
The Artiodactyla, or Even-toed li~lgulatce, are distinguished by 

having the two ccutral hoofs of each foot equal in size. They 
consist of two very distillet groups. The rrte~xlbers of the first are 
the Iiippopotarni aud Pigs, nbich are non-ruminant, the second 
comprising all the Rnrninants, or 3lt~mmals that chew the cud. 

Of the Hippupotami~l~, which were ouce extrcnlely numerous in 
this country, in Southern Europe, and India, otrly tnlo species 
have, survived, viz. the Cornmoll EIippopotamus (H, ainphibius), 
too well known to require furtber notice, and of which several 
stuffed specimens arc exhibited in the Saloon ; a i d  the much 
smaller Liberiatl Ilippopotarnus (CASC 371, which does not exceed a 
l\'ild Boar in size, and occurs only in a few localities in T\'cut Africa. 




