


I'LtT&ItKl[N DISTINGUlSIIEi 11IJlSELS, AND Ol i  AlfDhCA IS 

UTSPOSKD OF, ZTC, 

WIIEN within about tl~rec miles of the ylncc wirere 
otir men I1;id bee11 ordered to  haul tlic ciuloe out of 
the w;ttcr and make tile camp we came to a halb 
a114 p~*epared n spot for Ok~todaga to spend air llottr 
m two ia sleep. The poor cresture wns ten.ibly ex- 
hnnatetl XTc selected n very sequestered place in n 
~-ocky piece of ground where the ligb t of the small 
fire wc iii~idled, in order to cook her sonre suppel; 
could 11ot be S C ~ C I ~  by my otlc w l ~ o  iniglrt cl~nnce to 
1 % ' ~  by tyii.).. 

J:tck ~eln~rined witll irc~., but the guide went on 
with us ill order to give instructions to our men, who, 
wl~cu we arrived, seemed ~nucli surprised tha t  WC had 

1ni1dc succll s bad Ii~lnt during the aiglrt. EI;rving 
poirtcd ou l  our rurcte, X~Ir~~~calooroo tlleil left us> and 

tvc lay doii.~~ to  obtirin s fcw l loenJ repose. 
We hnd not Inin mole tllnn m) l i o ~ ~ r  w11cn o11c of 

our rucn n l~o l t c  tc~, s:ryit)g tlld it wns tilltc to  s k t ,  
$0 wc rose, rely unwillingly, and elntbarkcd. 

" I $:by, Iilulpll," observed l'etcrkin, ;B we glided 
up t l~c sl~-e;un, w l ~ i c l ~  in th iu  plncc wia ilnrrowv and 
~luggislr, " isn't it striuige tltat illi~ilkittd, as a ~ I I I C ,  

with  very fcw cxccptio~ls, sl~ould so gritably dislilic 
setting u p  in tllc monling?" 

It is rather curious, no doubt. But I susl~cct 

\ire llavc onrsclves to tllaillc for the disinclillation. 

If we did riot sit up so kite :zt night we sllo~~ld not 
feel thc iudispositioli to rise so strong up011 u in the 
~oornir~g." 

'(Them you it1.o quite wrong, RizlpB, I ahrfays 

find tllilt the sooner I go to bed tllc ltter I ern i n  
getting up. The faet is, I've tried every metllod of 
rousing myself, and without success. And yet X 
c m  say conscientiously that I am desirous of im- 
proving; f o ~  wllerl at sea*, I used to  have my cot 

shi~ig at the llend wit11 IL block-tilckle, 2nd 1 gob one 
ol' tltc middies to come when the wi~kcll was cl~trngcd 
i ~ ) d  lower me, so that my head 1uy tm the deck 
bvlow, and my feet pointed to  the bea113s above. 

Bud would you believe it., I got so nccustott~cd t o  

Illis at last that, when desperately sleepy, I used to 
liold on ii i  Ilr:rt positioti for a few minutes, and seaire 
ir ~llort  nap during tlte process of suRo~~t ion  wit11 
blood to the hcr~d." 

id Yoo must, indeed lmve bocn incorrigible," mid 
I, i u g i g  Ncvertllelew I feel usurcd tlmt t l ~ c  
\v;\nt of will lies ;it tllc root of thc evil." 

" Of COUI.JC YOU do," retorted l'eterkir~ testily; 
l' p c ~ l ~ i e  alwiiys aiiy Llrat w l ~ e n  I tly to defc~ld myself." 
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('Is it i lo l  ~t~-ob:~ldc tint people alwi~ys my th;~t, I dlilll ruodestly refrain frun discusing it. Nean- 

just bemuse tl~ey feel t l ~ t  tlterc is t ~ o t l l  i n  tile r\~llik: I will go it~llol.c, ;111d stidk yonder duck ~vllich 
tfi i~l;ji l'' floirlg 80 comfol-tal,ly :~nd lazily in tl~c coy% just 

" Huli11)l~ l" ejaculatecl niy frielld. beyond the point nllead of us, t h n t  I tl~il~li it ~nust  

B ~ ~ ~ J ~ ~ ;  I continucct, our succpss in b;Ltt~iug be in tllc condition of one wlro, hiwing ~nitxcd tllc 

i t  the evil teudcneics of our nntuj-es depends flood-tide you l ~avc  just referred to, is revelling i r ~  
tl~c luroly of its ficcond nap. 1-10! you ebolly-heed often vi?~y  mucl1 oli the jnilnner in which we ii~&kc 

tlic irttaclc I have pondered this snl?jcct deeply, scoundrel l ) '  iic added, turning to llrc ncgiao wlio 

and have come to  the cot~clusion t h t  there is 3 cer- ~tcered out9 ci~noe;  ' l  shove nsl~ore, like ;L good fellow. 

tain ~no~ne t t t  in the ;twnlting hour of each dnx whicir, Cuuie, Bslph, lend me your fo~vling-piece, und do 

if seized and in~pwved, gainin6 for us the victu~y. you euiy my big rifle. Tlreia is nolhing so good 

You know Sliakspeare's judicious remark-' There is filr breakfast :ls a fnl duclc. lrjllcd ; ~ n d  z-ortsted befo1-e 
it hnr; had time to cool." n tide in tile :~ f i~ i r s  of men whicl), L~lien at the flood, 

le;~(ls on to fortune,' or something to tll;lt e f i ' ec t I  " And hwe is n capital  pot on ~vvljicli to Lrcdi- I 
ncrcr feel quite ~ui-e of the litern1 eo~~ectness of my as lye lmdcd- 

I 
! cpoh~tions, oltl~ougl~ I am g+rteralIy eelfain as to " Yirst-t.;ite. Now then, follow me, ,u)d mind 41 

jour  mumle. 13etter p t ~ t  the rifle over your sl~oul- il! 
t11e substnnr:e ;-well, there is n tide :ilso in tile afi~it. 

{ 1 tlre precise instant ~vllon yott recover consciot~sness 
1 Ill 

At. that moment every on?, I belieye, 113s monl spine is not A plemant. companion in it lmntiog e s p -  8 / / l' 

cuurilge to lrnp ~iolcntly o u t  of bed; but let that (lition." 

1 l moment pass, ~und you ~irik supinely back, if not " But," retorted I, " jou forget tl~i~t I s m  patbtica- ! l  4 

1 I 

I:wly careful. Iulwilys etwry my piece on ltnlf-cock, 
l 

to sleep, nt lrnst into n despelate condition of u n o n -  I [  1 :  illld %eve?+ put m y  finger on the trigger." qucr~ble letl~;n.gy ." l 
4 

" l rideed l not ever1 when you pr l l l  it?" ! 
"You may be vo8y cot.rect in your ~.eusoning." 

r c t ~ r ~ ~ c d  Potcrliin ; " but, not llnving pondet*c4 tllit t " Of course wl~en  I nm irhout tu 6r.e.; but you h o w  

aubjeet cpite so deeply as yoe seem to Imve done, \\.ell eno~g11 ~ v h l ~ t  I m 



'' Huul,, &dp11! w e  must lceep silcuce i-tolv nlld 

step ligl~tly .'l 

In n few minutes we liad g%ined the clump of 
bushes close behind wl~iell t l ~ e  duclc lay; and l'etcr- 
Itin, going down on alI foun, crept fol-ward t o  get :L 

dlot. I follo~sed him in the same manner, and whelk 

he stopped to hke R deliberate aim, I clrpi up itlong- 
side. The duck lrad llearcl our appa;lcll, and w:is 

swilnmir~g about in R somewhht agitated mnnncr 
among the tall reeds, so that my compl~liion aide 
one or two unsuccessful attenipts to take aim. 

" Wllitt an irgg~avnting tlli~lg 1 'l exclaimed Peter- 
kin in a whisper. 

At that rno~ne~llt 1 I1ilpl)~ned to cast my eyes across 
&lie river, and the rea.der mihy judge of my surprise 
~ c ~ l ~ c n  I beheld two elephants standing among the 
tlees. They stood su gilently md so motiouless, and 
wcra so like in colour to tllc surrounding foliagth, 
tbhat we irad actually approached to within about 
t.llitty y:tsds witllout observing tljem. I touclled 
Peterlcin on the shoulde~., and pointed to the~n wiW~- 
out siying a word. The espressiorl of a~unzernent 
tll J instantly ovctqread his fcrtures 6ll01~~d thht ire 
;rIso RLW tlle~ll. 

Tile rifle, h lp l i , "  Ilo said it) i L  low, excited w l h -  
p!I ' .  

I. 11nudcil it tu I l ir~r .  \\*i ttl atrofi11 ttcIiLe~*atiori lie 

toolc aim, and fired at the ui i~nt~l  netzlaest to us 
T])c lreavy ball entered its huge body just behind 
the shoulder. Both elepl~ants tosod up their trunks, 
and elevating their grest ears they dnsl~ed furiously 
into tbe bush; but the one that ]lad been hit, afhr 
plunging l ~ a d  foremost dorv11 a low bank, fell to the 
gl.oui~d wibh a l~eavy C ~ R S ~ I ,  quite dead. 

It was a splendid sliot. Tllc nst i~e2~  who alluost 
in~rncdi,ztely after cnme up screi.aming with delight, 
cot~ld scarcely believe their eyes. They dnslled across 
the river iu the canoe, while some of them, regard- 
less of the iilligd,or~ U~at might be hidden there, 
sprang into tile v,?\.;~tcr and swam over. 

l'rn soryy we did r ~ o t  get tlic duck, irowei*~~;'' 
ol>scrc.cd Petrrltin, aa WC returned to  the pfncc wl~ele 
we l ad  left the canoe. "EIcplrarlt meat h co;use, 

nasty stn R, nrld t0t.d l y unfit for civilized mou tll::, 
l l lougl~ tllesc nigger$ seem to relisb it amnzingly." 

"You forget the balced foot.," said I. 
'4We11, so I did; it was platty good, ccrtuirliy; 

but, tllat's t110 oilly p u t  o' the b ~ . u k  tlrat's fi l to 

sat." 

Soon afkr this, tlke canoe came back and took \IS 

owr the river; and IVC b~e.lkf;lsted 011 tllc siOc 
~41crc tllo clepltnn t llxd fnllcn, i l l  ol.der to allow the 
i l i l t i~cs to cut off rir~ell portions of ~ I I C  rlleat as they 
tcqiCrct1, i ~ ~ l r l  to s c c t ~ ~ c  l1 lc b~sks, '.l'l,ci~ \VC con- 





Njamie, who was the clrief'e p i  acipd wife, soo:) 

nppeared. She led a sturdy little boy by tllo 11a.1,d. 
Ele was her only son, and :I vc~y fine little fellow, 
tlespito the blaclcness of liis skin and his al~nost total 
want of clothing. 
To this woman Xbango gave 0kandq-p in clialge, 

directing her in our presence how to cnre for Itcl; 

and assuring her of the most terrible ppunisl,ment 
sllould anytiling befdl tlie wornan committed to  lies 
ml'e" 

Njamie was a roild agree&le wotna-n. Slie hat1 
more modesty of demeanour md ilumility of aspect 
tlian the most of the tvornen of her tribe wl~om we 

happened to sec, so t l~at  we felt disposed t o  belierc 
tt~ut Oltandnga was placed in ns silk keeping :IS it 
was possible for us t o  provide for her in our circt~iti- 
shnces. Evcn Mn karooroo q~penrcd to bc quite at 

rase in his mind; and it was cvide~ltly with n. lee- 

lieved bt.ea.it aid ;\ light ]>car-t that be bi~clc adieu 
to llis bride, and started along wit11 us on the follo\.i- 
isg day on oul. joui-ney into tlie deeper recesses of 
the wilclct~t~ess. 

Bcfoi? entering rlpu tllesc t~insactions with tlte 
people of this vill:~ge, \VG tooli c;~t*c to keep our crew 
ill total i g ~ o ~ a n e c  of what pnssed 1)y sending tllcm 
on in ac'lvsl\cc wit11 t l ~ o  cnnoc under J ~ c t i ' s  cure, :L 

Sew iiou~s before wc Bought Ok:ulrlnga, into llic 

village, or ever1 n ) d c  mention of Ilcr exiutctacc; and 
secured their ~*endy olredienco t o  our orders, and 

total indifference to our rnotivcs in the~e incompre- 
llcnsible actions, by giving tl~em each R few incl~es of 
tobacco, :l gift wl~icli rendered them supremely ilnppy. 

One day, about n week after the events above nua-  

latecl, we met with an ndventure ~ * l ~ i c h  ~vcll-nigh 
cost Jnclc his life, but wllich ultinntely I-csultcd in 
an importwt clmngc i n  our nlnuner of travelling. 
\Ire Jvere traversing all oxbr.emely beautiful count~y 
with tile goods on our sltot~lders, l~a~ing,  in conbe- 
qt~eace of the i~lcrensing tu~bulcncc of the river as 

 ell as its ~l i i~ngc of dilwtion, been compelled to 
: ~ b u ~ d o n  oar nlnoc, and cut across the co~~ntry in ns 

stmiglit :L line es its nstu1.c would permit. But tllis 
w:a not cnsy, for t l~c  grass, which T v x  bright green, 
IV:~.; so long ns to 2oneli solltetirncs iiiglier tllnn our 
sf 1011lder~. 

Jir this spccics of cot~ntry Jncli's t o ~ v ~ i - i n g  Ileighl 
m:rlly bccamo of grcnt asc, enabling liim f'requently 
to walk along wit11 his llen(l ;tboi-e tllc st~rroonding 
I~crbnge, wl~ilr.  WC were colnpellcci to gray? iilnng, 
ignorant of all t l ~ t  wna arou~td nu sxve the tall grass 
:J our 8idcs. Occasionnlly, Iiowcre7; we cnlne upon 
wore open gtaund wlkerc the grass w:lu sllort, and 

tllcli wo c~!joycd tllc loltcly sccnery to tllc l i~ll .  WC 
lrlct will) i t  gt.e;tt v:\rict,y of ~ C W  p l ; i t ~ L ~  nild irces i:i 

11 



this rcgion. &Ilcny of the latter were ffestooued with 
wild vines and otlicr climbing plar~ts. Among other&, 
I ww several specimens of that curious and interesk- 
ing tree the banyal, witl; itrj drop-slloob in every 
state o f  grow tli-some beginning to point towards 
the earth in mhicll they were ultimately destined 
to take root ; sornt, more than hulf-tvay down; while 
otliere were already fired, f'rmillg stout pillars to 

their pa~ent bl.ancl~es--thus, as it were, on reaching 
maturity, readering that support which it is the glory 
ns well as Wle pieivilege of youth t o  accord to age. 
h i d e s  these, there mere wild dates md pnlmynr- 
trees, and almy otliers too numerous t o  mention, 
but the peculiar characteristics of ml~ich 1 a~s.efuily 
jotted down in my note-book. Hany ~mdl water- 
couraes were crossed, in some of which Muk pointed 
out; n number of holes which, he said, were made 
by eleplls~lts wading iu them. He also told us that 
~cverol mud-pools, which seernod to llme h e n  12- 

eently mid violently stirred up, were caused by tile 
wirlloaing of the rl~inoeeroa; EO lire kept at all tirnes 
n slm-p look-out for n  hot. 

Lions vere nlso numeruns in this neiglibourlmod, 
and we constantly llenrcl tlmn roaring at  niglit,, but 
aeldom saw them d u r i ~ ~ g  our mi~rd). 

Well, ns I hn~c  nlrendy rci~lnlu~ltcd, one dt~y s o  

grass of this countly, when, feeling oppressed by the 
I~rat, ;ls well as somewlist fitigued with my load, I 
called to Jack, who  us in advancl., to stop for n, few 
minutcs to  rest. 

Most willinglJr," be replied, throwing clown liiv 
load, a l~d  wiping amy the perspiration which stood 
in large drops on his brow. "I was on the point 
of &%]ling a halt when you spoke. Flow do you get 
un down there, Peterkin 2" 

Our friend, who had seated himself on the bale he 
had been q i n g ,  and seemed to be exces.~ively hot, 
loolied up with :L comical expression of countenance, 
imd replied,- 

" Pretty well, tfhn~ik'oe. How do you get on up 
tilere B " 

011, capitally. There's such n nice cool breeze 
l~lowing, II'm quite sorry that I cannot send a little 
of it down." 

" Don't distress youiuelf, my dear fellow ; I'll 
come up to snufl'it." 

1 SO saying, Pctcrliin sprang nilnbly upon J:ick'~ 
slmuldcls, find began to  gaze round him. 

l " 1 say, Peterliin," said Jack, " -t~l.by are you n 
clever fellow j u s t  now 2" 

" Doll't itnolv," replied Peterkin. "I give it up at 
once. Always do. Never could gucps B riddlc in all 





"Then I hold you self-con~icted, my boy," ex- 
claimed Jaclc ; " for you have often cnlled m e  il Best." 

l' By no means, Jack. I am not self-convicted, 
but p i t o  correct, 3s I can prove to Wle satisfaction of 
any one who isn't n philosopller. You never can 
prove any thing to s ~dlilojopher." 

Prove it, then.'" 
' 1 1 .  Isn't monkey a best ?" 
" Cerhinly." 
" Isn't + gorilla r monliey ?" 
" No doubt it is." 
(' And nrn't yuu a gorilla 2" 
"I say, lads, it's timc to be going," cried Jack, 

with s lmg l~ ,  na he rase and resumed llis load. 
At that moment Nak uttered an exctamlttion, and 

pointed tov;l~rds a p~~i%icular spot in the plain bcfove 
us, where, close by a clump of trees, wa anv tllc 
graceful head and neck ;md part of the shoulders of 
a girnfl'e. We nrcre natwdlly much excited a t  the 
sigl~t, this being the first we hacl fallen in  mitlr. 

" Yodd better go after it," said Jncl: to Pete~.liin, 
" and tnlce hlnk vi th you." 

" I'd rather you'd go yourself," replied Peterkin ; 
for, to say truth, I'm pretty well lcnocked up to- 

day. I don't know how it is,-one day o11c feels 
made of iron, nu if notl~ing could tire ose, and the 
nest, one feels quitc wcnlc nnd fipiritlerm" 

Well, 1'11 go; but I sl~nll not take any one with 
me. Take observation of the sun, ahk, and keep n 
sk~.aigl:t course as you are now going until nigih, 
n'ye see yonder ridge 1" 

fl Yes, mass." 
Then hold on direct for that, and encuinp there. 

I'll not'bu long behind you, and lrope to bring you a 

giraffe steak for supper." 
We endeavoured t o  dissuade Jack froin going out 

alone, but he said truly that 15s load distributed 
among us all was quite suificient, without adding to 
it by taking away snotl~er mrmber of t l ~ e  part?. 
'l'hus we parted ; but I felt n strange feeling of de- 
l~ressioi~, a kind of foreboding of evil, vbich I could 
]lot dmke despite my utmost cfForta. Peterltin, 
too, wns unusually silent, and I could not avoid sea- 

ing that he felt more anxiety on account of Jnclc's 
rnsl~ness tlian he wns willing to nllow. Our friend 
took with 11im one of our large-bore rifles, and a 

double-b~mel of sm:lllcr b o ~ ~  slung at. lliv bnclr. 
Shortly after p;lrling with him, we descried nn 

ostrich feeding in (l ie plain before us. I llnd long 
desired M meet wit11 a specimell of this gigantic bird 
in its native wild% and Petcrlcin wns rqnally rlnxioas 
to  get a ahot nt it ; so we called n bdt, nnd pre1311ied 
to sMIr it. We were swnro that the osti.icll i s a  
rery eillp lrnd wry timid bhrl, hot not being mirvvnre 





hand, ready t o  note the precise instants fit wllicl~ he 
sl~ould pnss the first and second. By afterwards 
counting tile number of footsteps on the ground be- 
twecn tlie Luslles, and conlpat~ing the result wit11 t l ~ c  
t ime  occupied in passing between the t ~ o ,  5 tllua 
proposed to myself to ascertain his rark of speed. 

Scarcely had I concci~rcd this idea when the bi1.d 
passed the first hush, aid I g1;111ced at my watch ; 
then he passed the second, and I glanced ikgairi. 
Tllus I noted that  ilc took exactly ten seconds to  
pass from one bus11 to the oU~er. Wllilc I I V ~  in 
the act of jotting this down I henrd the  bep port of 
Petel-kin's rifle, and, looking up hastily, snw t l ~ e  tail. 
feathers of the oslrich knoclced into the air, but tlre 
bird itself passed on uninjured. I was deeply morti- 
fied a t  th-is failure, and dl the more so that, from 
pnst experieace, I h d  been led t&o believe tllst iny 

friend n m o  mised his mark. Hurrying up, I ex- 

claimed,-- 
" Why, my dear fdlow, what c m  hnve come over 

you ?" 

Poor Peterkin ~eemed redly quite distressed ; lie 
looked quitc humbled a t  first 

"All !" said BC, (' it's all very well for you to sny, 
' \.\That has come orer you f '  but you ougl~t t o  rnnlcc 

nllownncc for a man who hno carried R 11eavy load all 

)foreover, nltl,ougli I l,n\-e liunted R good clenl, 1 
l.edly 11ave not been in the 1t;d~it of firing nt animal 
locomotives under full fitearn. Did you ever see suclt 

slappi~~g pace nnd such 811 out~.agcous yuir of legs, 
Rnlyl11" 

" Nevels," said I. But come with me to yonder 

bushes. I'm going to rnnke n dculation." 
tt What'a a calcoolnsliun 1" inquired our guide, who 

came up a t  that moment, panting violently. 
'{ It's a summation, Xak-a case of counting up, 

one, two, t h e ,  &c.-and may-be multiplying, sub- 
tracting, and dividing into the bargain." 
"Ho ! dat's what me been do rf de missionmy 

!?c11001 ." 
" Exactly ; but what sort of calculation Xalph 

means to  underblce at present I know not. Per- 
haps ire's going to try to find out whether, if we 

tverc to  run rtt the rate of six miles an hour till 
doomsdny, in the wrong direction, there would be 

chance of om. ever sticking tlmt ostricll's tail 
again on his big body. But come along,-we sllnll 
~ c c . "  

On rcnciing tiic  pot I could scarmly believe my 
eyes. Each step this bird 11ad taken mcnsured four- 
h:ee feet in length ! I always mrried a rolled up 
~ ' ~ ~ n e a a u r c  about with me, wllich I applied to  tllo 



cxaetly tllirty of tllose g ipr~t ic  pace! Letweea the two 
I~ushcs. This multiplied by six gavc 180 fiteps, 01. 

2520 feet in one minuto, which resulted in 151,2011 
feet, or 50,400 yards, 01. vary nauily tliirty mile$ 
in the hour. 

"No wonder I only knocked his t d  o r  mid 
Peterkin. 

" On tlre co~ttr:~ry," mid I, " tile wonder is tl~;it 
under the circumsLinces yoti hit tlic bird at all." 
On further examination of the place wltcxe wvc hntl 

seen thc ostrich before it was alarmed we nscertiril~d 
tllnt his ordinary ~valking pace varied from twenty 
to twenty-six inches i i t  leugtll. 

tifkr this unsuccesful hunt urc ret~~rned to our corn- 
rdes and proceetled to tlrc 1-endezvous wl~erc we cs- 
pcted to find Jacketr, but as he was not there we con- 
cludcd that ilc must hrtvc wandered further than ltc 
illterlded, so, tllrowiag down our packs we set about 
p~.el~miug tllc c m p  and u good supper against his 

~-etum. Giadualfy the sun began to sink low on tlte 
horizon. Then i ~ c  dipped below it, .uld the sllovt 
twiliglit of  those l~rtitudcs wog mpidly merging into 
night, but J:Lc~; did not return, and the unensincss 
whicl~ WC had all along felt in regard to him, increased 
60 ntllcll that we could not refinin from showing it. 

" I'll tcll you wlrnt it is, Ilulpl~," cloied Petelkill, 

wnsting tlic time when Jack may be i n  some desps- 
&C fix. I'll go and hunt  for him." 

bit tink you right," said our guide, " dcre is ebery 
wrt ob ting here. Bcnsties and mans. Pr'irps nlassa 
Jaclt rim be kill," 

I eodd not help slmddering at  the h e  idea of ' 
stic11 a thing, so I at once seconded rny colnpanio~l'y 

~~ruposnl and resolved to accompany him. 
S '' Take your (IOU ble barrel, h l p l t ,  nnd I'll lend our 
1 3pnse big gun to 3f3k" 

" But how are we to proceed? wl~ich way are w o  

to go l I have not the most distant idw as to tolmt 
direction wc ougllt t o  go in our se:~rcli." 

" Leave that to Mak. He lmows the ~vays 0' 
W ~e country best, and the probzble route that Jack 
1 1 : ~ ~  taken. Are you wady 2 " 

" Yes-sllnll we hlkc some brandy ? " 
" Ay, well tllought of, He'll perhaps be the hetter 

of ~ometlting o f  t h ~ t  solat if anytllillg lins beC:tllcll him. 
Now, then, let'$ go. '' 

I ~ i ~ v i n g  our mail in clliuge of tllc cnlnp with stl.i~.t 
injunctions t o  ltccp good wi~ktclr :md not ;tllow illc. fi1.c~ 

to go down lcst they sl~oc~ld be c~tt~cko<l by lio~la ~sr.o 

t1ir.c~ set foistl\ on oul. noctut-nnl scarcll. Fronl titnc 
to time wc stood still ancl sllot~ted i t r  rL Innuncl. t1;llxt 

woulcl let our lost frit:rlcl know tlmt WC wcrc in sczrcl~ 



ing cry came back to us, arid rve were beginning to 

despair when me came upon t l ~ c  footprints of a l n n ~ i  

in the soft soil af r swampy spot wc had to cross. It 
\!Ins n clcclr moonliglrt night, so tllot we could dis- 
tinguish them perfectly. 

Ho ! " crclnimed our guide, os he stooped to exs- 

~nino tho msrka. 
" Well, Mnk, wlu t  do you make of it 1 " inquired 

Peterkin nnxiouely. 
Mak made no reply for a few seconds; then he rose 

and said esrnestly, " Dat am ninssa Jack's foot." 
I confess tllut I was somew1;at smplised at the air 

of coefidence with which our guide made this state- 
ment, for after n nlofit t.al+eful examination of the 

prints, wllicb were exceedingly indistinct, I could dis- 
cern nothing to indicate that they lmd been made by 
Jrrclc. 

" Are you sure, Xitk l " ;lslied Petcrltin. 
" &ttin sure, m,?ss:~." 
" 'l'hen push on as fast as you cnn." 
Presently we came to a, spot ~vhcre tho ground \i.:ra 

Ili~rtler and tlje prints more distinct. 
" Ra ! you're wrong, Mak," cried Peterltin, in n roicc 

of disnppointmcnt as ire stooped to exnrnir~e tlie foot- 

steps ttg~riri. " Hem nrc llnvc thc p i n t  of n, naked 
footJaclc wore 3110cq .9; and, w lint's this ? blood ! " 

~ u t  dat be bim'a foot for all dat, and iiini's llurt 6om0 

l l ~ t y  for certain " 
The render may imagine our &ate of mind on ~onlc- 

i ~ g  this discovery. Il~itl~out uttering nnotl~er word 
we quickened our pnce into s smart run, kecping 
eloeely in the track of Jack$ steps. Soon we observed 
that these deviated fxom sidc to sidc in an extraoxdi- 
jlnsy manner W if the person who made them had 
been unable to wirlk straight. 111 a few minutes 
moye we cnme on t l ~ c  footprints of a rhinoceros, n 

sight which still further incrcuaed our alarm. 011 
comillg out from anlong a clulnp of low bushes tiiat 
skirted the edge of R su~all plain we observed a dark 
object lyiug on the ground about fifty yndv distilr~b 
from us, I almost swlk down with an undefinable 
feeling of dread on beholding illis. 

MTe held our - riff cs in readiness as x e  al)p~+oaclled 
it a t  a quick pace, for we Itnew not wlletl~er il wits 

11ot B wild mimnl which might ~pring upon us the 
iaanent we came close cnoug1i. But a few seconds 
dispded our dread of such a11 nth& and confirtned 
olcl. T Y O Y ~ ~  fears, for tlierc, in o pool of blood, lay Jacli'~ 
lllanly form. Tile face was upturacd, nnd the moon 
wllic11 shone full t~poll it sl~owed t l~nt it was pilie a.1 
deatl~ and covercd with blood. His c1otl~o.s weIc Y C I I ~  

nlld dishcveiled and coverecl ~vitll dust ns if lrc 11ad 



lllo spot were footprints of a 1.lliooceros, reveditlg 
too clearly the ch:~rackr of the terrible monster with 
~vllich our friend knd enpged in unequal conflict. 

Peterltin darted forward, tore open Jwk's sliirt :tt 
Wje bronsb, md laid l i is Ilmd upon Ilia heart. 

''Thailk God," ho  muttcrccl in  o, low subdued tone, 
ul~e:9 not dead. Quick, lLidp11, the brandy-flali." 

l I instmtly poured s little of the spirit illto t l ~ c  
1 

l silver cup attached to the Basic and handed it to 
Peterkin vho,  after n~oistming Jack's lips, begin assi- 
duously to rub his chest. 3rd forellcad wit11 bmndy. 

I Kneeling down by his side I misted him, wllile Malta- 
! 

rooroo q ~ l i e d  solnc to his feet. While we were thus 

e~lpged \VC ohservecl that  our poor friend's azarns slit1 

1. cllest bad rcceivrcl several sevo*c i~ruiscs ant1 sonic 

sliyllt wounds, and uve also diseovemd a tcrriblc gad1 
it1 his riglit thigh whicli had cviclcnblg beell mndo 11y 
the fo~wiid;~ble liorn of tlle ~*lrin~ccros. This, :m(\ 

1 t l~c  otlicr woe~ids wllicll were still blccding puetty 
D ft.ccly, tvc stntlcl~cd nrld k)rrntl up, ni~d our csertions 
i 

l i  I Y C I . ~  :)L in~gtll rewirrded by the sight of n f;rint tills 
I' of coIool1 r e t u ~ ~ ~ i n g  to Jacli's cllecks. Pres(?n tly 111s 

cycv cluivcred, a~td 1,e:rving n sllort hl.okea sigh. Is 
loolied np. 

" JVllerc nm I ? cl) ! why, wl\;~t'a wrong 7 wliht 1 l . l ~  

I 1  

I Ilnpl~caed? " I)c nslietl f:~inLly in n tone of s~rprisc." 

" All 1 i$t, old boy. TIcre, Ldcl;c il swig of this, 
I 

i 

Rbn~inabl~ gorilla:' said Pctcrltcrkin, holding the brandy 
flask to his mouth, while one or two t~rrs of joy 

" I've been ill, I see," he said gently. "Ah! I 1.e- 

member now. Z'vc bccn hurt, the rhinocero+--eh 1 
i)n,ve you killed i t? I gave it a good shot. It must 
have been rnorhl, I tllink," 

Whether you'vr killed it or not I cannot tell ;" 
%id I, taking ofl'rny coat 2nd putting it under Jack's 1 

head for a. pilIo~v, " but it lras pretty nenrly ltilled , 

you. Do you feel rvorse, Jack 1" 
I nclted this in soine alarm, obscl+ving t l~at he had l b 

turaed deadly pale aptill. 

" He'$ fainted, m:iri, out o' the way," cried Peter- 1 
1 

Iiin, ns he applied the braldy xgtsin t o  liis lips nntl 
temples. 

111 a f ~ w  S W O I ~ ~ ? S  Jack. agiti~l ~*nllied. 
" No\\., Blirk, bestir yourself," cried Peterltin tllro W- 

ing off  his coat. " Cut down two stout poles, ancl 
~ c ' l l  itlalte some sort of litter to  cnrry him 011." 

" I say, &lph," wllispered Yiick hintly, " do loolc 
to my wounds nntl see t l tnt tltey n1.e ail tightly bountl , 

up, I can't :r(i'ord to losc :motlrer drop of blood. 
It's drnost 1111 dr:dned :bartry, I believe." 

l 
While I exnlnined my fi.icl~d's ~vvo~ultls nnd re-atl- 1 juntcd thc inndages my eo~ngirliolir ctit down two 










