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(PREVIOUS PAGE) Keeper Lydia Frazier enjoys 

a companionable moment with Randa, the 

feistiest member of the Zoo's Indian 

rhino clan. 

(TOP) The tallest of the Zoo's Indian rhinos. 

Terai has a longer, narrower face than either 

Herrnan or Randa. 

(MIDDLE) A male in his late 20s. Herman can 
be identified by the mole on his upper lip and 

the massive folds around his neck and 

shoulders. 

(BOTTOM) Unlike her two companions who 
sport curved horns, 23-year-old Randa can be 

distinguished by the flat surface at the front 

of her horn. 

"Ruster is wonderful." says Richard, "very p1e:isant :ind even-tempered." young breedine 

rn:ile. Buster has sired two offsprink, one with Sweetpea and the other with Twinldetoes, 
since his arrival. 

True to her name, Sweetpea displays a Qentle demeanor. "Sweetpea." says Richard, "is 
good-natured and e;rsygoin& She's very mellow. like Bustcr." Twinkletoes. or "Twink." :IS 

&chard c:rlls her, is less ;~gree:ll)lc. "She's :~lways heen st:lndofAsh," explains R i c h d .  11 
prolific breeder. 'l'wink h:ls produced six cal\les here at the Zoo. 

Now ttie picture of calm, blabcl was a veritable b:rll of fire when she first came to the 
Zoo, thrc:ltcriing t o  bre:llt throua~h her crate. Fortunately. after becoming a mother. this 
feistl; fern:lle settled do\t.n. (:us. in contrast, was lo\v-key from day one. "\\'ith hlabel so 
:~gressive, 1 tllo~lgl~t GLLS would I>c ten tinies worse," laughs lachard, recalline the pair's 
:lr*va]. "l3ut whell I looked in the crate, he was fast asleep!" Shabani. unfortunately, is not 

so serene. "l h:lve to \v:~ccli Sh:ibani consc:lntly - she's so nenlous and easily spooked," 
says 13ch:lrd. 

R 
icharcl has :rlso had tile privilejie of I~cirig the Zoo's Sun1ntr:ln rhino keeper. Of the 
three Sumz~tran rhinos he has cared for, Rich:ird claims that Embam. who arrived in 

l ,  is the most genial. "Evcn on her first day here, Em was ssweec and calm," says 
Richard. "She's \ l eq  active and alert." Bec:luse of the Surnatr:m's gentle nature, 
Richard can enter Em's exhibit to hand feed her sorne of her f:ivoritc tidbits - kaffir 
plum and ficus leaves. Fond :IS she is of tossing ;iround hcr boomer ball or splashing 
in her pool, E111 will not hesitlice to trot to the front of her exhibit \vhene\.er Richard 
passes by. In spite of his affection for this hzzy youngster, Richard is equally de\.oted 

to all his charges. "These animals arc our friends," he says. "Talting care of them is a privi- 
lege. You feel like you're doing something worthwhile and meaningful with your life." 

On Richard's days off, Keeper Marilyn Fackler-Gray cares for the black and Sumatran 
rhinos. 'fhe other three days, she is a "demand" keeper, worlung \vherever she is needcd. 
blarilyn initially joined the Zoo as a part-time keeper in 1982. Prior to that. she held a 
number of diverse occupations. "I've been everything," laughs Marilyn. "a shoeshine girl, a 
secretary." I11 1985, hlarilyn became a keeper full time. 

blarilyn has sewed on a vnriet): of strings, including the elephant barn, where she 
worked for many years before tr:llisfemng to rhinos in October, 1991. Thanks to her prior 
experience. klarilyn has developed n wealth of knowledge and a healthy respect for worli- 
ing with large, potentially dangerous animals, which she brings to her present :rssignment: 
"It's deceiving when you see rhinos at  a distance - from the front of the eshibit, for exam- 
ple," explains h1:irilyn. "You don't :rppreci:lte how I~ig and powerful they really are - or 
how fast they can move." 

 though she clearly enjoys ;incl c:lres :rl)out animals, Slarilyn also appreciates o t l~e r  
facets of lteeper life: "I like the physicalin. of the job, k i n g  outdoors. It's great co get paid for 
something you lilie to do!" LVhen i~slced if tli:~t includes such lteeper duties as lifting he:i\?- 
Ixlles of hay, t1osin.g yards or totil~g several hundred pounds of manure in a wlicclharrow, 
hiarilyn laughs, "12eing r i  lteeper is like being a firefig~ter or a stilritpersori - it's :I caUin~." 

Iieepers Lydi:r Iirazier :~nd S t u  h#iillar :ire responsible for the Zoo's three Indian rlii- 
110s. Stir. 1-ydi:t's relief lteeper, is I:tirly new to the rhino string, h:rvi~lg only trnnsfcrrccl 
over from the Zoo's nursery in I'ebruary. Lydia, however. has iirorlied with Indian rhi- 
nos since e:irly 1990. :l graduate o f  U.(:. Herkelcy in psychology and anthropology, 
1,ydia first came ro the Zoo as a research :~ssistant. After talring a keeper class, however, 
Lydia e\rentually cut brick her research hours to become a full-time lteeper - a tronsi- 
tiorl she made in 1985. 

The Zoo's Ir~clian rhinos consist of IIer~nzin, who arrived in 1966, Randa, :I fem:tle 
acquired from the Gladys Porter Zoo in 1974, and Terai, a 12-year-old female who came in 
1990 from the Oklahoma City Zoo as part of a breeding exchange. 

Bec:~irse of the strong rapport she has established with these three over the years, 1,ydia 
routinely enters their enclosures to trim their feet or give them mineral oil rubs. On one 
occasion, 1,ydia removed part of an infected horn from one of her rhinos - :i grueling, 
weeklong task that involved cutting back the horn with a fine-toothed saw. Ilemarkably, 
this task was accomplished without the animal being restrained or tranquilized. 
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Although the Indian rhino tends to be docile in captivity, Lydia is aware at a11 times of 
the potential risks inherent in performing hands-on care. "There's always an emphasis 
on caution and s:iiecy," she says. "\Vhenever 1 go in with them. I make sure I have a 
clear escape route tvithin a few feet. Generally, I only Go in when the :inim:ils are lying 
down o r  r e l z ~ e d . "  

Lydia's charges are :I diverse trio. Calm, ; ~ n ~ i a l > l e  I l e rm;~n  is ttie group's hreeding 
male. Comfortable bt-ith visitors, h e  often semes as Lydiil's "p:~rtner" in her kceper 
close-up tallrs. "Since Ilerrnan's :I little hard of he:iririg, it's difficult to get liis :itten- 
tion," says I,ydia, "but with the Iielp ol' twenty people shouting his name,  he'll come 

right over  anti hang :iround w:iiting for treats." Oddly enough.  adds I,\-di:~ with r l  

smilc, IIerrnun displays an unc;lnny ability to hear the  rustle of I~rowsc, n o  m:rtter 
where h e  is! 

.\Ithough newest to the cl:~n. Terai talies the honor 01' hein2 [he most c:~,ger t o  ple;rsc. (TOP) Em* theZoo15femaleSumatran 

,.r I'crai is :I swccthc;irt," says 1,)-diil. "\Vherl 1.111 re;idy to clc;ill ller yard, slic's :~lre:~cly in ~~r~~~~~ lea' weat from Lead Keeper 

tier st:ill waiting for me to close the door. \I%en I nrant to chcck her feet. she'll lift them 
one :lt a time, SO I c:ln l00l< :lt them." (BOITOM) Since her arrival in 1966. 

Old-timer  rand:^ is not so :lgrceal,le. "ll;lnd;r's ;I ieisty pcrson:~liry," says 1,ydia. "Sllc Twi"k'etoes has six at 

the Zoo. 
can get crrlnliy. Sometimes, when I \van[ her to 20 in her stall. R;lnda \\rill just iQnore rne 
:rnd stay lying in the sun." Although dealirg with IXancl:~ can be ;I  b:~ttle ot' wills, 1,ydia 
confesses that the older female is her i:ivorite. ''l love then1 :ill, hut ~ i r h  Rnnd:~ I've :~l\irays 
felt more comfortable. in spite of her cranlrincss. 

"I feel lucky to have the opportunity to get closc to thesc magnificent :u~im:rls," she 
a ids .  "There's a sense of communion tvith them thnt's very rewarding to me." 

Richard Floyd. hiarilyn F:~ckler-Gray, Lydia Frazier. Stu Millar : ~ n d  their fellow lieepers 
play a vital role in the Zoo's n~ission of conscn-ation. for i t  is tills group's 1i:ird worli, 
expertise and commitment that enable the Zoo to support ;ind presenre the lives of such 
endangered species as the rhinoceros. l 
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