
T H E  CRADLE 

TEIE BLUE NILE. 

A VISIT TO TIiE COURT OF MSC: JOHS 

OF Fl'HIOt'Ih. 

IX T\VO JTOLU~1KS. 

VOL. 11. 

W I T H  MAP AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 

LOSDOX : 

JOHX JLVCTnRLiY? BLBEJIARLE STREET. 

J 677. 

[ A  l; righ?~ Y C ~ ~ C C ~ . ]  



CHAPTER 1L.XS. 

DERl3ER.-DEPARTURE FOR SUAKIS. 

J L L I ~ C  I.)th.-J'ournal continued.-" The sun is rising 
tllrough a golden mist, against which the mosque and 
palm trees of Berber st.and out quite black. The town 
is sollie distance from the shore, as when the Si le  ri5es 
it overflo~vs its 'hanks. The Reis still suffers : poitr 
Jacko, my monkey, is dead. He fell ill at tLc snille 
time as the Bt-i'q and like hiin, I believe, of fever ; * it 
was piteous to  sec him yesterday ; all his love of niischief 
seemed to have gone. IVtien I caressed him he loukecl 
in ~ n y  face and brightened up for a moment, but the 
heavy eyes closed again, ancl the little h ~ a d  drooped 
lower aud lower till it restcd on my hand, as the 
lethargy crept over him, and this morning Nustafa found 
1li:u Iyiug quite dead beside my couch. He  I~atl oftcu 
ileclared that Jacko litas tbe torment of his life, but 
now, as the honest fellow carried the frail little body in 

* I remember being told by s learned Russian doctor, who llall 
studied the habits of uonlceys, that he believed they are snbjec:t to 
the snine epidemic diseases as l lun~rn  beings, and that when rheumatic 
fever is prerdcnt in a \Vest Africen village, it often llnppcns that tile 
ll~oukeq's in the surrounding moods become so stiE i n  t l ~ c  jbintg t l i i ~ t  

they caunot run aKay if you try to catch them. 
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his anns, I tl~orlgl~t I saw a tear glistenii~g 011 11is dark 
ctieek, and lle laid Jiieko vurj-geiltly iu tlie grave had 
d u g  urlcler a sweet-scented niiinosa 011 sllore. Poor 
Jaclio I 

' I I linvc been to  the divan, w1lcl.c 1 fouild thc A l [ ~ d i ) f ~  
chief clerk trying some priso~~ers; he 11as proiniscd to 
get tne canlcls un the mol-row for my desert journey. 
l'resently t l ~ c  X ? ~ d i r  arri~cd in person, and of course 
gnrc rile spiced coffcc ; i t  ivas surrcd i n  rl~inoceros horn 
,lis\jcds, wlticli 3"ve to the hot cof ie  a mingled flavour 
o f  rhinoceros nlrd burnt  hol-n tltat was anytlling but  an 
iniprover"~i;t. AS the ~I Iuc l i~  11as not n house to lend 
Ille, lle I n s  ustnllished mc i11 an unoccupied wing of 
t l~c  I~arecm, with a bat11 attaclled to it, and has sent 
me R sheep, some bread, a i ~ d  a nilmber of large jnicy 
uleluus, which are a great luxury. 'l'l~e jalousies of 
tlla Ilnrcenl look on s pretty garden, nil~cre I call sce 
;La 1111for t ~ t n a t ~  P ~ ~ s o ~ ~ c I ' ,  ivi tll two enonnous iron 
slincklcs on 11is uncles, linked together by s heavy 
cl~,zili, picking away a t  thc! eai-th with a short hoe in 
the I~urning sunsl~inc, and looking like the traditional 
picture of an Algcrino cnptice in the good old piratical 
dnys. It is no joke t o  Lc a prisoner here. 

" In the Kast you arc either s slave yourself, or 
surronnded by slaves, an3 i t  is wonderful wit11 what 
rapidity n divan will form itself about you if you have 
anything to do. I sent for my boatmen to pay them, 
;ind iminediatcly my rooin was filled with scribes, \~b ip-  
l~carels, soldiers, attertdants, &C., wl~o seemed to  come 
fi-om ~rowi~erc ill particular, allcl, as soon as thc mon 
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v-ere dislnissed, disappeared again as silently aud inys- 
teriolisly as t l~ey  had nppearecl. 

" Ancl still the wretched prisoner outside is pick, pick, 
picking away a t  the liard earth. How dicerent arc the 
fjrtuiles of men i " 

Xest  morning, June lntli, I inaclc preparations to 
colltiiiue my journey, ancl as we sl~ould not Le able to 
~ ~ O C U T C  food on tlic way, purchased two dozen slllnll 
Loses of sardines ~vhicl~ n Greek mcrcllmit llnppeued t o  
have i n  his store; wit11 these, and two small Lags of 
coffee anil flour, I calcrilsted I sl~ould be able to reach 
the sl10l.e~ of tlie Red Yca. 

Berbcr is an inlpilrtant Subian town, and has direct 
canlel commeuication across the desert with Koro:k -, o 011 
the Silc, and Suakin ~ I I  the Red Sea. I tleciiled to follow 
the lnttel. route, in tjlle ]lope of catcl~ir~g at Sual ; ~ n  ' an 
Egyptinn stcnmcr, tlrnt wns espccterl to tooch t l e re  on 

its vay  up tlie Red Sea t o  Jirldnll and Sucz. I was 

told that ire ruiglit l)c a fortnight on the desert, nut1 
that tllc wells wcre nearly dry. So I sent Mustafa to 
1,uy water skins. I n  tlte tclepapll o%cc of B c r k r  I 
founll 3 Cloptic clerk, wllo could speak :L little Euglisll ; 
he was n gllnstly sight, wstetl  almost to a. skeletonl 
having Lucn " caught by the fever," as bc ex~~ressecl it. 
Full often does t11c black camel kneel before the t1lre.s- 
hold nt Bcrber, ancl sooner or later tlie fever seems to 

catch " all who stay there. If they do 110t take refugc 
in flight, it. ends by carryiug them off. 

The J I ~ t t l i ~  came and presented me with s rllitloceros 
horn cup, espressing with Arab courtesy an cleboratc 



264 The C~*~c(lc of the BZZLC A'I'ZL?. clr. ssr. 
- - - - -  - ---- - p 

Ilope that he 1nib'llt tl111s (livc'tl ill tllc llnbitntion of 
111y tho~ig l~ ts  wllci~e\~cr I qt~e~~cllccl my tliisst. Rhi- 
uoccros iiorn nppenrs to be l~clcl in grcat ehtituation 
11cl.c. 

It upas son~i! ho11r.s after noon wllcn fivc camels 
kr~cl t  a t  itlg cloor, one for m!-sclf, oile fbr >lustafn, and 
thc o t l~cr  t l~ rcc  for t h e  crocotlilu skirl, the bnggqgc, and 
l:istJ 11ot least, t l ~ e  water skills. I sclrt for n sixth camcl, 
ir~sisting that lily Ar:h g u i ~ l ~ :  slioultl also Le lnounteil. 
If I rcincinber rig11 t I paid tbwe tlollars (t\\fclvc shil- 
li~~g.;) npiccc for tllcse camels, ~ s l ~ i c h  were to convey 
111c nearly tllrec 11 ~in(li.ctt ~niles. 

S o  sooucr had ~ v c  left the town than wc cnt escd on 
tlia clcscst, an arid scd~lish plain of corrugatccl ~ m c l  ancl 
i t  At sunsct, ns at  SUDT~SC,  thcse \irca.s a goldcn llnzc 
ovcr Ecrbcr, and-n rare phcno~nexlon in this clillmte- 
t11u s u n  loc~1icll cltlite op:ulnc, as wlrc~l secn through i l  

London fog. Tliough Bcrhcr was ciivclopucl i l l  tllcsc 
v:~1'ours, \VC were now l i s t  tIic linlit uf tltc tropical 
~*iliiis, n t d  tlie only supply of \sater we co~iltl look forivartl 
to ill thc f11tul-c was that ~ ~ l ~ i c l l  might l~avc filtcrcd its 
way below the surfitcc of the  groulld. A t  ~liglltfall we 
reaclled thc first well, wl~erc we fillcd the water skins, 
and nnde :L fisc of atmeis' clung, the only fuel on the 
ilescrt. 1\'hcn tlic moon rose we cout i~ucd  the journey, 
and run~*cliccl a11 n igli t. 

J u ~ t e  14th.-NTc were still plodding slowly along 
when the s u n  peeped over thc l~orizon, casting n bright 
mscntc glow LIPOU tlle sky and pl~i i l .  Not a vestige of 
reptat ion was to be secn, m y  six catncls looked like :L 
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In  tbe evening Alegas related llow he once came 
upon seven lions in a forest, but  managed to effect his 
escape ~inperceiverl. TiTc slept for t\vo hours, when 
Xustafa at  1 s t  arrived n-itli the  tent, aftcl- lnuclr wan- 
dering; and not a little friglitcnecl a t  having missed 
liis vay in so wild a county, for, though he trusted im- 
plicitly in our power t o  protect him, he knew that, being 
an  Egyptian, he was looked on 3s an cncmy, nod did not 
low to find himself alone. When a11 our people were 
asleep, C'. ant1 I strollccl donx by the lake to look for 
h ippu~ ,  as tlrc JVito had told us they usually came on 
shore at night to cat tIic grass, but we saw none. Tzann. 
looked lovcly (IS tlic Lalian lake by moonlight, but  in 
the jungle hard-by we could hens a t  intervals the 
growling of n leopard, breaking the quiet stillness of 
tile night. 

S a y  Gtlt.-We were up a t  daq.lrl*eak, and walked by 
the shore towards a headland that  we saw on our right. 
The beautiful trees and creepers of the jungle were 
reflected in the  water as in a vast mirror; further on 
were some great grey rocks, and beyond these me came 
to a long reach of grass running down to the water's- 
edge, as smooth and green as an English lawn. 
Geosc, spoonbills, black slvans, and every variety of 
duck abounded here, and paid no heed to our approach, 
for they were unacquaiuted with the sound of lz gun. 
C. shot a fine black swan, and I a brace of woodcock, 
which were also plentiful. Presently the noses of 
two large hippopotami appeared above the waters of 
t.he lake, but out of range from the land; hou-ccer 



n canoe loaclccl with cottcrn was rout~ding tllc llcntllaud, 
so we liailcd it, and after sowe parley, induced tllc 
~ ~ n t i r c s  to bring their lond to sllore, and carry 11s 011 

their shoulders to the canoe, which, being little rnorc 
i lmn n large buudlc of rushes, floated vcry low ill the  
wntcr. Alegas was to llnvc accon~panied u s  as intcr- 
preter, but, likc Bob Acres, his courage was rapidly 
oozing out at thc ends of his fingers, aid fxilcd him a t  
tllc last momcut. H e  said the Gozrmcci*ic * \\-ere sonlc- 
times very bold i n  their onrn clcmciit, and ~vould tnlie 
i t  into their heads to attack s canoe, anti crunch it up, 
men and all, betwecll their enormous jaws ; so ~ v c  left 
l ~ i m  behind, ancl took tllc canoe as near to the hippos 
as Itre coultl get the natives to venture. On our np- 
proacll, tllc huge beasts (1 isap1)cared under tlic ~vnter, 
but  ouc of thurn comii~g up  again to  breathe about 
thirty yards off, I firetl n shot wit11 nly t~velvc-bore 
UTcstley-Richards, which stnrck hiin on the ~ e c k  with 
s dull thud, aid at once sent liilll clown again. Thc 
other then rose, on whicl~ C. fired wit11 his Dcvisine, but 
leather too high. They did not re-appear nftcr this, so 
wc returned to sllore, and ~ ~ a l k c c l  on to t h e  licadlalld, 
Jvliere C. bagged s brncc of guinea-fowl, of whicll thcrc 
were p e a t  numbers among the bushcs. 

On tlie way back, me noticed that  the ground was 
Jecply indented with the foot-prin ts of hippopotami 
and wild pigs. WC were examining these, ~vllcn our 
gun-bearers were suddenly chargecl in rear by a trucu- 

Goumric,  ;\l)yssi~tinn for liiypopotarnus. 



lcilt-looking 1)ullock wbicll was grazing ou the plains, 
antl which rapidly put them to flight. Sl~ortly after\vnrds 
we encountered our  fricud the JVito, who had come to 
tell us that l ~ c  had sccn two hippos asleep on a rock in 
the lake. We tllcrcfore dismissed the noisy nuphieiiils, 

ancl folIo\ved liiin silently to tlic spot he inriicated. 
Only the blwk iloscs of tllc l~ippos were visible, near n 
reef of rock solno distance from the land ; Lut a secontl 
IYito hacl brollgllt his cauoc round, and iu this I em- 
hnrked, first takiiig off iny boots, and making all 
-;ecurc for ncapsize, :LS the tiny craft was not more tlmn 
ten feet long, 2nd could barely 110111 tlio Wito and 111~- 
sclf. These IYito canoes are of cliar~ningly simple con- 
struction. A narrow ~ n x t  of long rushes is tied 
together at ei~c11 end, slid distended in the centre witi: 
s bundle of ruads. 0 1 1  this bundle kneels tllo Il'ito, 
wl~o paddles his frail Lark with a long stick, whicll 
lias no blade attached to it. When tbc canoe is dry 
it  floats pretty lightly, but the watcr soon filters 
through the ruslzcs, antl tlic canoe sinks lower and 
lo~vcr, till i t  hardly rises above thc surface of tlle 
lake ; nucl, being nearly round, of course thc least 
inotion is liable to capsize it.. Iudcccl, ihcsu boats 
bear a strong ~Vcsemblance to t . 1 ~  vessel on ~vhich 
the primeval navigator made 11is first voyage, which 
tradition tells us was simply a log floating upon the 
water. 

h fresh brcezc had sprung up, and the little canoe 
clauccd about ou the rising \vavelets like an egg shell ; 
however, the Wito managed it with great dexterity 




