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Making
the video

CFTWI's researcher, Justine
Pascoe reports on her filming
trip to Kenya.

To help film the perennial update for our elephant
and rhino foster parents, | travelled to the David
Sheldrick Wildlife Trust in Kenya. Accompanied by
Paul Hodgeson-Hutton, our trusty wiidlife
cameraman and Jo Hastie, the organiser and
general ‘fixer’ for the trip, | travelled out to Nairobi
to begin our two-week filming trip. On arrival we
were warmly greeted by our man on the ground,
Asgar Pathan, the Director of Care for the Wild
International in Kenya, before being Swiftly whisked
off by Landrover on a seemingly endless journey to
Tsavo National Park’s scenic piains. We soon
settled into our lodgings near the Voi elephant
sanctuary. Being surrounded by such an astounding
variety and quantity of wildlife was absolutely
incredible; rock hyraxes at the dinner tabie, dung
beetles and fizards on the balcony and elephants
and antelope at the water hole below.

Although the filming schedule was intense and
exhausting, at the same time it was an absolute
joy. | felt incredibly privileged to be able to meet
and interact with the 28 elephant orphans at the
sanctuary, which | had been writing about for so
long. As camera assistants, Jo and 1 kept a record
of what was being filmed and when (with a great
deal of help from Joseph, the head keeper, who
toid us who we were filming), as well as keep an
eye on the whole herd and look for the next
interesting shot. | will never forget filming the
orphans enjoying their midday mudbath. Despi
ieng us running around, the elephants were
incredibly ¢content and caried on slapping mud on
themselves and playing with their friends, obli
to the strange humans around them.

Another personal highlight of the trip was
meeting al| the dedicated dpeople involved.in
elephant rahabilitation and conservation. Dr
Daphne Sheidrick graciously welcomed us to he
home in the heart of the elsphant orphanage in’
Nairobi National Parlcand it was a pleasure to
meet Dr Samuel Kasiki of the Kenya Wildlife
Service (KWS) who facilitated memorable mestings
with KWS rangers and de-snaring teams. Seeing
the finished | vas the icing on the cake, and
the film will ba a constant reminder of my amazing
experience. Thanks 1o everyone who helped us
make the video, inicliiding Jamal, cur driver, for
giving us impromptii Kiswahili lessons, and a

special thank olf Harris for donaling his
time and ekpertise to record the voice-over.
if you would fike to adopt an elephant or

rhino and receive a topy of the video or DVD
‘Jambo’ (meaning Hollo' in Kiswahill), please
contact us by cafling 36279

info@careforth lg;’
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