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How the camel is helping
the rhino in Namibia

One of the projects Save the Rhino
supports uses camels to monitor rhino...

Save the Rhino -

2 'l', st'scameﬂeam

Rudi Loutit
CEQ, Save the Rhino Trust

amels were first introduced to
Namibia’s Save the Rhino Trust
{SRT: by the expiorer Benedict
Allen, who left thres cameis
:n the northern Kunene region {ollowing
his coastal trip from Luderitz to the Kunene
River in the early 1990s.

‘n 1997 Mike Hearn, SRT's Iate Director of
Resear:h, supervised camel patrois working
westwards out of & base in the Khowarib
Schlucht near Sesfontein, into the rhino
range. Together with Blythe Loutit, Simson
Uri-Khob and their team of ‘racxers, SRT
monitored the rhino and also atiempted
to introduce tourism in the form of camel
des to the Sesfontein Fort.

Further camels were acquired tn 2000 and
SRT moved the camels and trackers cioser
to the rhino range, creating a base at
Mbaxondja. The continued presence of

the SRT Camel Team in the core area of the
Kunene region’s black rhino range iwhere
more than 70% of rhino live in an area

cf zpproximately 2990 km-) is considered
crucial to the survival of this western,
desert-adapted population. This s because
much of the core rhino habitat is in areas
which are inaccessible to vehicles, and
therefore without the camei patro:s it
would be difficult accurately (o menitor
this rhino population.
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SRT's Camel Team provided extensive

. assistance to the Ministry of Environment ;

and Tourism (MET) during their March 2006
capture and translocation procedure, which a

saw 24 rhinos captured and marked. To get ¥

these 24 sorted out th2 camel team tracked 1.

A Wilderness Safaris guide accompanies
the trackers and tourists get the
opporturity to track and see rhino in

e wile. This s 3 sitneenng venture, that
should it ime prove wery successiul, tut
results for 2006 nave been disappointing.
Only two safaris took place, earning SRT
3 otal of N$14,72C 121,000

3Nng ‘ound 42 rhino, of which the 24 were
seleciad to receive transmitters. in addition,
two culls wers translocated to the Khoedi
anservancy. This was the first zTiempt

o =xpard the ~hino rznge in Kunene Region
since the dehorning and translocstion
programme in 1989.

This successiui operation couid nct have
been achieved withou: expert input irom the
Camei Team, Director of Research Simson
Uri-Khob (who co-ordinated the ground
opsrztions), and Director of Field Cperations
Bernd Brell (wnho piloizd the air¢raft used to
locate the rhing). | acted as navigator and
spotter from the air, which helped to keep
heliccpter hours to a minimum.

in future SRT intends to purchase more
camels and form a second ieam capeble
of dealing with the saiaris once demanc
would have 3n=
camel team monitering rhing, a sezong
team out on safari with Wilderness Safaris
clients and a third group of camels rasting.
in iime, income from ine safaris shouid
suDpor: the costs of 001h tracker teams
and all three strings of camels.

Many Thanks

In October 2006 Save the Rhino sent
£21,150 to SRT: £19,951 carried forward from
the Desert Rhino fundraising dinner and
dance we held back in March 2006, and
another £45 received from a private donor.
These will help cover the costs of the camel
team’s salaries, supplementary camel
fodder and camel veterinary costs for the
period November 2006 - October 2007.
Another £1,155 raised by Vanessa Buxton's
and-Allie Wharf's cycle ride in January
2006 will be used to heip cover the flying
patrol costs of Bernd Brell, Director of Field
Operations at SRT. Our thanks to all those
who supported Desert Rhino, Ness and

! Allie’sbike ride. A combined total of £1,230

‘from the Mackintosh Foundation and money

raised by Tom Collier, who took part in

ncregses. igeally SRT

SRT's continuing aim is to help communities
take ~n more and more of the responsibilities
of conserving and monitoring the rare desert
rhinc. As such, the camel project emp - s

10 community-based gzme guargs 12 0k
as tracxers and camel keepers therdes-:) and
one iemale office worker to do admin and

be on radio standby. A fraining prog-amme
has cesninitiated with the aim of n-"=azing
the 2zme quards’ abiiities in hand 1~J rhing
tours. gn camel back, vehicle or on toet
Continued SRT training of conser.anc

Jame guarcs and ongoing patrolinz anc

men:itoring af rnino in these conse  an~ =s
nas in¢reased the capacity of the gome
quard< to sustamably manage these rning.
Conservancies are currently being maZ
memcers of the MET Custodianship
Programme for state-owned black rn no
in Namibia.

Threa years ago a new type of tourism
venture was initiated between SRT and

Wilderness Safaris Namibia, whereby one
of SRT's camel teams is fully supported by
; proceeds from tourists staying at Palmwag
> Rhino Camp. in exchange for hosting quests

the Cardiff Half Marathon, is being used
to support a Stage 2 training programme
for conservancy game guards. Finally, the
EAZA Rhino Campaign has just granted
€30,000 to SRT.
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