M okora—The Sole Survivor

Mokora(Swahili for “naughty”) isan adult malewhiterhino who wasbornin Meru National Park in 1973. Hismother,
Matama, cameto Meru Park in 1966 from South Africaa ong with another fiverhino asagift to Kenyafrom Nata Parks
Board, asaninitia tria tointroducewhiterhinoto Kenya.

In 1984 amal e captive whiterhino wasflowninto Kenyafrom Caifornia, to star in thefilm* SheenaQueen of the Jungl€e”’
being filmed a thetime. Theanima wasrel eased in Meru Park and M okoramoved out to L ewain exchange. Breedingin
Meru had been dow over theyearsand it wasthought that the Californian maewoul d do better than Mokoral Unfortunately
hedid not get achanceashedied not long
after from Trypanosomiasis (Sleeping
Sicknessfrom Tsetse Fly), by not having
any immunity tothissickness.

Mokora can count himself a very, very
lucky rhinoto havebeenmoved, inthe* nick
of time”’, toLewa. In 1987, hismother dong
withal theremaining whiterhinoinMeru
Park werewiped out by armed bandits. If
he had still been thereit isacertainty that
hewould havefalenthesameway. Heis
thesolesurvivor of theorigina Meru Park
whiterhino population.

He was the first white rhino to step foot
onto Lewasoil and remained aresdent here
for 17 years. Heestablished hishomerange
astheterritoria malearound the Lewa Safari Camp and wasaregular visitor to the camp lawnswhere hewon the hearts
of many Lewavistors. During thistimeheasowon the heartsof severa femadewhiterhinointhevicinity and sred over ten
calves. Over time, thema e calves hefathered reached maturity and started to dominate himin anumber of severefights
and it wasonly amatter of time before seriousinjury occurred. At the sametimeasMeru Park was paving theway tore-
introduce both black and white rhino back into the Park M okorabecametheideal candidate to set aprecedent to re-
stock Meru Park.

In March 2001, Mokoraachieved yet another
“firs” by being thefirst whiterhinoto bemoved
back to Meru Park, hisformer home, following
17 yearsat Lewa. Hewent onto win several

morefemaewhiterhino heartsinMeruandis
now father to another threecalves. Injust five
yearsand following introductions and births
within the park starting with Mokora, Meru
National Park can boast a population of 38
whiterhino and 21 black rhino. If thereever
wasawhite rhino Ambassador from Lewa, it
was M okoral

[ronically, thefirst black rhinoto bemoved back
into Meru Park also camefromLewa Kelele,

amale, was moved on 22" March 2003 and
he too, like Mokora, paved the way for a
further introduction of 20 black rhino in
February 2006.
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