The prepoceros rhinoceros

Joanna Skipwith's new book, "Rhino: Animals in art” tracks down some wonderful rhino
gems of art, myth and literature, including Ogden Nash's charming rhyme:

Cathy Dean
Director

The rhine is 8 homely beast,

For human eyes he's not a feast.
Farewell, farewell, you old rhinoceros,
I'lf stare at something less prepoceros.

Looking at our front cover illustration,

it's not hard to work out why Nash thought
these animals are prepoceros.

The Sumatran rhino - only 300 of them
surviving in the world, rarely seen - really
is a strange-looking beast. With its reddish-
brown hairs, elongated head, stubby horns,
it's not the iconic silhouette that any child
would immediately recognise. No wonder
so few people have heard of them, know
what they look like or realise how critically
endangered they are.

Yet even the much better-known African
species, black and white rhinos, are in dire
straits. | was at the African Rhino Specialist
Group meeting in Swaziland in June, when
it was confirmed that the western
subspecies of the black rhino, which two

or three years ago was grimly hanging

on in small pockets of forest in Cameroon,
has gone extinct. Not threatened, not
endangered, but extinct. The northern
white rhinos of Garamba National Park

in the Congo are now down to the last

four individuals. Even if they survive the
attentions of the Lords Resistance Army,
even if there are rhinos of both sexes of the
right age to breed, with a gene pool of only
four, the prospects are not good.

www.savetherhino.org

Not all the news is bad news. Overall, black
and white rhino numbers are up, as shown
below. | calculated at one point that if black
rhino numbers increase by the target 5%
each year, then by 2025, when | will be 59

years old, there will be 10,000 black rhinos.

That would be a nice note on which to retire.

But it's going to take & helluva lot of hard
work - and probably guite a bit of luck {oo.
What a prepoceros challenge.
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