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CHAPTER IX.
THE SEMANGS OF THE MALAY PENINSULA.

WILD TRIRES OF THE MALAY PENINSULA—MBR. ANDERSON'R ACCOUNT
OF THE SKMANGS—DISTINCTION OF TRIBEA—HAHITS=FOOD-~-SKILL
IN THE CHASE~~LLEPHANT AND RERINOCEROS HUNTING—MODE OF
BERTOWING NAMES ON CHILUREN—CHARACTERISTICE OF A SEMANG
BROCGHT TO TINANG—THE PANGAN TRIEKS OF TRINGANU=—DU.
MESTICATION OF A BEMANG ¥YAMILY IN PROVINCE WELLESLY-—
SUPPOSED WOOLLY-HATHED TRIHES IN ANAM OR COCHIN-CHINA—
THRADIFIUNS OF THE CHINESE AND BUDHINTS OF HINDDOSTAN.

Tuae woolly-haired race of the Malayan Peninsula,
is & mere remnant of tribes which, according to native
tradition, oceupied a considerable portion of the interior
of the Peninsula at a comparatively recent period. At
the prescut timwe the race is only known to exist on the
mowntain Jerel, in the Kedah territory, a little to the
north of Pinaug; in the neighbourhood of the mountain
range which lies immediately opposite to the latter settle-
ment; sod in the uplands of Tringanu, on the east coast
of the peninsula; but it scons probable that seattered
remnants are to be found in several other spots, which
lave not vet been visited by Kuropeans. The Sakai and
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and touched with poison, into the sole of the elephant’s
foot with all his force, which effectually lames the
animal, and most commonly causes him to fall, when
the whole party rushes upon him with spears and sharp-
poiuted sticks, and soon despateh him.

“The rhinoceros they obtain with even less difficulty.
This animal, which is of solitary habits, is found fre-
quently in marshy places, with its whole body immersed
in the mud, and part of the head only visible. The
Malays call the animal *Badak Tapa,” or the recluse
rhinoceros. Towards the close of the rainy season, they
arc said to bury thewsclves in this wanver in different
places; aud upon the dry weather setting in, and from
the powerful effects of a vertical sun, the wud becomes
hard and crusted, and the rhinoceros cannot cffect its
escape without considerable difficulty and exertion®  The
Semangs prepare themselves with large quantities of
combustible materials, with which they quietly approach
the animal, who is aroused from bis reveric by an im-
mense fire over him, which being kept well supplied by
the Semangs with fresh fuel, soon cowpletes his destruc-
tion, and renders him in a fit state to make a meal of.
The projecting horn on the snont is carefully preserved,
being supposed to be possessed of medicinal properties,
and highly prized by the Mulays, to whom they barter it
for their tobacco, &ec.

““ A more sinple and natural mode of bestowing names
cannot well be imagined, than that adopted by the Semangs.

* The wild bulfalves of North Australia are often found in a
similar predicament, and are sometimes shot by the hunters hefore
they can extricate thewselves.—G. W, E.





