HISTORY
ETHIOPIA.

BEING A ,
Fulland Accurate DESCRIPTION

OFr
‘The FKingdom of AbeMinia
Vulgarly, though Erroncoufly called the:
EMPIRE of PRESTER FOHN.
~IN FOUR BOOKS,

Wherein are Contained

I An Accountof the Nature, Quality and Condition of the Country,
and Inhabitancs ; their Mountains, Metals and Minerals 5 their Ris
vers, (particularly of the fource of the Nife and Niger ;) their Birds,
Beafts, amphibious Animals, (as the River Horfe and C rocodile ; )
Serpents, &c.

I1. Their Political Government ; the Genealogy and Succeffion of their
Kings ; a defcription of their Court, and Camp ; their Power and
Military Diﬁ'ip}inc; their Courtsof Juftice, .

ITT. Their Eccleliaftical Aftairs 5 their Converfion to the Chriftian
Religion, and the Propagation thereof, their Sacred Wrirings, their
Sacraments,Rites, Cieremonices,and Church Difcipline ; the decreafe
of the Romifb Religion, their ‘Contentions with the Jefuits, their
Scparation from the Greek Church, e,

IV. Their private Occonomy, their Books and Lcarning ; their com-
mon Names, their Dyct, Marriages, and Polygamics, their Mecha.
nick Arts,and Trades, their Burials, their Merchandize

and Com-

 Hufirated with Copper Platcs,

By the Learned Job Ludolphus Author of the I;E;[uc Lexicon.
T Made Fuglh, by 1P Gege,

LoNDON ™

Printed for Sumuel Smish Bookieller, at the Prineds dymsin
St Panls Church-yard, 1682.




_58

Tie HISTORT o  BooxIL

on the Ant-heap, as faltas the Emmets creep into their trea-
cherous Palmes, they lick ‘em off with great comfort to their
Stomachs : and there they will lie till there is nor an Emmet
left. They are alfo pernicious to fruic and Apples, and will
deftroy whole Fields and Gardens, unlefs chey be carefully
Jook’d after.For they are very cunning,and will never venture
in till che return of their Spies,which they {end always before ;
who giving Information,that all things are fafe, in chey sufh
with their whole Body, and make a quick difpatch. There-.
fore they go very quictand filentto their Prey ; and if cheir
young ones chance to make a noife, they chaftite them wich
their fifts,but if they find the Coaft clear,then every one hath a
different noile to exprefs his joy. Nor could there be any
way to hinder them g‘om furt{mr Multiplying, but that thCK

fall’ fometimes into the ruder hands of the wild Beafts, whic

they have no way to avoid, butby a timely ﬂifht’ or crecp-
ing into the clefts of the Rocks. If they find no fafety in
flight,they make a vertue of neceflity, ftand cheir ground,and
filling cheir Paws full of Duft or Sand, fling it full in the
Eyes of their Affailant, and then to their Heels again.

Butthere is another fort of Creature -very harm efs, and ex-
ceeding {portive, call’d in the Ethiopic Language Fonkes, in the
Ambarc Diale& Guereza, ( whichis akind of Marmofet ) and
in Latine Cercopitheculus. Of which the following Rhime is
common in feveral partsof Ethiopia.

I put no Man to pain,
I eat not his Grain,
They bate me in vain.

' They are varie-Colour’d; and skie-Colour'd mixt with
gray : Indiabreeds them white, and beautiful ; but fo tender,
that unlefs they be wrapt very warm, and carry’d in your bo.
fome, they cannot be brought into thefeParts. Whether i€ be the
Calli-triches, or Fair-hair of the Ancients, 1leave to others to
judge. Of themafter a Difcourfe of Apes,thus Plinie, The Calli-
tricks differ in the fhape of the whele Countenance. The Beard
is in the midft of the face, the Taylis broad in the fore.part;
This Creature they fay,lives no where but in the Etbiopian Cli-
mate where it wasbred. Solinus hath the fame words,only ad-
‘ding ; Tocatch thefe is eafie, to bring away very difficul.
Befides thefe, Gregory nam’d to me another fort of Beaft,
) both
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~both Suong and Fierco, call'd Arweharis, from the Arabic

;Harz%,-drv Harfhaw; which fignifies wich one Hor. This
‘Beaft:tefombles 2 Goar, bur very {wift of Foot; whether it
ibe ohi¢ Mondteras of che Ancients, which as Feronimms Lupns
keports, is found:in Hubiffinia, X loave co the Scrutinie of dthers.
Many skilful Authors Jook’d'upen this Four-footed Beafls s
a kidd:iof | Chiméra,’ confidering the idle Relations:as f i
<onld not be taken alive, thac it was a Beaft com‘po&’:d of
*#wo Creacutes of different Forms : ag if Wricers were framing
Fables -doncerning fome Erronr of Nawre. ' However the
Portugals'tell us, that the Repore was not aleogether vain.
For :bde of - them: was féen by Jobi Gabriel; Whom wé Leve
already ham’d, in the Province of the A¢awi, in the Kingdam
of Dannta ; it was a Beaft with  fair Horwvin the Fore:hend,
five - Palmes Jong, and of a -whitifh Colonr, about: thic big-
nefs and fhape of amiddle fiz’d Horfe, of 'a Bay Coleur,
with a Black Main and Tayl: buc fhore and thin (thengh
{fome have been feen wich lodger and’ thicker ) a ively
Creature, haunting the thickeftWdods, ‘and {tjdom appéar-
ing in theFields.  And left there fhould be any doubt of
the Truch of the thing, there wasa young Colt brought to
‘one of the Fathers of the Society, who wis an Eyc-witnefs
of the reality of the thing. Morcover, feveral Portuguefes
who were baniflyd by the Emperour Adamas Saghed, o a
certain high Rock in the Province of Nanina, which is a
part of Gojam, thave attefted, that they faw feveral fich Uni.
corns feeding in the Woods chat lay nnder the faid Moun-
tain. From whofe Relations Jobn Bermudes, and Lodowick
Marmaling made their ‘Reports: concerning . (7) ¢his Beaft.
“The Deefcription of the Portugefes feems mof} dgreeable to
“Truch ;- For what the Ancictit. and Moderit’ Writers have
written'‘concerning (1) Unicarng are {0 config'd, that fome
things have reference to the Monoceros ; other things to the
(m) wild Stag, ov:wild Goat , fomathings. ro the wild Indiox
4fs ; and other things in-reference to the G{pinland-Wlfa\l_c,or
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(5) In bis Relation Tranfluted into Englith ; Tir. s fhore Relation of the River Nile.
= (k) ByBochare inHicrozolco. ‘1. 3. . 76. C o

(1) At large by Bochart, snthe place already cited,

(m) I the velmsan of Paulus Venctos conterming the Unicorn s Yava the bifr.
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¢ Nahrwhale; . [b many: Behfls were required to.formithis
Chithens: howeveh; therels no quefltionca be made, bye that

theré, are many Unicorns up and down the World.. :Only therk

is ftill famie Controverfie remaining, whad chofe Beafts fhould

e, of, which the Seripture makes mention § -ih regard.cthat all
Interpteters, aftenshe Severky Seniots, agree, thar the:Hebrew

Numb. 23, £ or. et Rinf.or Reemiwas a Beafhalcogeeher uhknéwn
2.0 2489 the. §fraclites. .. ‘T he Ethiopie. Interpreter, Whetlier igorant
of thar-Bealt in, &thiopia ; ox. believing fome other Crearnre

10, hg thereby upderftaod, venders the Greek Monokeros,. chie

L.3. <. 27. Boaft with oneForm . The molt famous Bochart :tells us, That
16012 o A abian: Rim, is & foxt of wild.Goat; of which feerds
smgire, probable to me, ‘2 kind of wild Bear. .. The Word

Dok ihe- drabia;and Deb inthe Hebrew Languageyare che

Wb Words that figaifie 4. Bear: yet is thar Beaft unknown. ih

£.8. c.36. thee. Parts. ;.‘P.lin%al[o Affirms, That theroareno.Bears in
Loge e "Jqﬁjm 3 But.as|for o4rs, ¢Har(r:, and’ Goats théy.are granted to
bireqd thee; asiin ather places;’ contrary tb. Plinies Opinion's

?nle il:jc may be thoughe.so' fpeak only of Africa-properly
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The RiverHot [} mhense bis Name : the Behemoth of Job : peraicions
3 89 Gorm.: Boagig;and Men 3 frightned wish fire ; why taken. . The Cro-
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R/ /1 hieares, and fich as live alcogether i the Water.
Among which, the firft is thac Monftrous Beaft
calt’d Hippopotamos, or the River.Horfe : in the Ethiopic Lan-
guage Bibat, in the Ambaric Diale, called Gomari, (n) avaft

(). So corre@ Bochart i Bicrdz, / §. 6. 15. for Bicht. and Gomar.
‘Bulk




