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This communication reports on different 

parasites of rhinoceros recorded at necropsy. 

During 1985 to 1989 at the State Zoo, 

Assam, 12 rhinoceroses died. These were 

necropsied to ascertain the cause of death. The 

alimentary tract and other internal organs were 

examined carefully to detect the parasites. The 

parasites were studied as per the standard 

procedure. In addition, pieces of various tissue 

samples were processed for histopathological 

examination to have the presence of parasites 

in microsection. 

We recorded nematodes Kiluluma 

goodeyi, I; Chabertia sp. I; Necator 

ammericans, 3; Bunostomum sp. 2, trematodes 

(Paramphistomum sp.I), cestodes 

(Anoplocephala sp.7, Hydatid cyst I), and 

protozoa (Balantidium coli). 

Nematodes accounted for high infection. 

Hook worms like Necator and Bunostomum 

as reported earlier (Chakraborty .and Islam 
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Fig.l. Trophozoites of Balantidium coli in 
intestine H. &: E. x 70 

1993) were common. The details of 3 

unidentified amphistomes need to be studied 

further. AnophocephaJid infection was 

predoRlinent. It corresponded with the 

findings of Jones (1979). Anoplocephala was 

found within the biliary system in 5 animals 

besides to the gastrointcstinal tract. The 

occurrence of hydatid cyst in the liver of a 

rhinoc.:ros also indicated its role as an 

intermediate host of Echinococcus. The 
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possible explanation is the maintenance of 

sylvatic cycle in the wild animals. 

Trophozoites of Balantidium coli were 

observed in the tissue section of intestine 

(Fig.1). These corresponded the finding of 

Power and Price (1967). 
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