The studbook of African

~ rhinoceroses in captivity

by Heinz-Georg Klés

Black rbinoceros
“Kilaguni” with 17
day old “Saba” born
on 7 Feb 1991 in the
Berlin Zoo

ext to the giant panda, the rhinoceros is
scen today as a symbol and a flagship

for the world-wide protection of endan-
gered wildlife.  After the catastrophic decimation
of the black rhinoceros population in East Africa
from many thousands to just a few hundreds
between 1970 and 1993, the situation has become
more stable since that time. Thanks to a consis-
tent policy against international poaching and
especially by translocating the majority of the
available black rhinos from the large national
parks into smaller conservation areas and private
farms, the numbers in Kenya have grown to over
500 animals. In Zimbabwe, where about 300 ani-
mals still exist, a similar policy gives good hope
that some increase can be expected. However,

we have to remain watchful, because even on the
well-guarded smaller private game farms some
poaching is still recorded. We also know that the
possibility of political instability of the countries
in this region could have a devastating impact on
the numbers of rhinoceros.

In the autumn of 1966, on the occasion of the
21st annual meeting of the International union of
Directors of Zoological Gardens (IUZG), held in
Colombo, and in accordance with the advice of
the International Union for Conservation of
Nature and Natural Resources (IUCN), I was
appointed the studbook keeper for both the
black rhinoceros (Diceros bicornis) and the white
rhinoceros (Ceratotheriuum simum). As I was the
director of the Zoological Gardens in Berlin until
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my retirement in 1991, the data were collected
and recorded in the offices of the Berlin Zoo.
The studbooks are meant to be a tool for the
exact identification of each "individual animal
kept in captivity, as well as to provide scientific
and statistical background for the maintenance of
the rhinoceros in zoos, safari parks and circuses.
The data are regularly published by the Berlin
Zoo and in fact there have been seven issues of
all records between 1981 and 1997.

The number of specimens of rhinoceros
recorded in the studbooks has shown a steady
increase, for black rhino from 144 in 1969 to 238
in 1997, and for white rhino from 86 in 1969 to
697 in 1997.
captivity shows that there may be cause for care-

This increase of rhinoceroses in

ful optimism. While for many years in the past,
the percentage of rhino death calculated around
5,6 % was rather higher than the 4,7 % of births,
it is nice to report that during the last ten years
Since 1965
the number of individuals taken from the wild

this has shown a reverse situation.

has declined continuously and since 1991 has
gone down to almost zero.

An important indicator for the evaluation of an
With a

strong foundation of younger animals combined

animal population is its age structure.

with a reduction of elderly specimens, this shows
a favourable picture in the captive population.
This means that in the next few years we expect
that an increasing number of black and white rhi-
nos will be of the right age to breed. Concerns
for the healthy development of black rhinos kept
by humans still include some undefined
Rhinoceros-Syndromes, like a number of diseases
without obvious causes, and a phenomenon seen
in the American captive population where more
male than female calves are born. With this note
of caution, it can be said that zoos are able to
maintain their rhinoceroses at the same level and
thereby ensure that the species can continue to

exist.

Prof. Dr. Drh.c. Heinz-Georg Klds
Budapesterstrasse 32, 10787 Berlin, German

Black rhino mother
“Theluji” with her
daughter “Sita” (born
12 Oct 1990) when it
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Cover Story: “Mafunyane”

Alan Ainslie, South African wildlife painter and sculptor, was born in Port Elizabeth and grew
up on a farm near Graaff-Reinet in the Eastern Cape. His works rank amongst the finest in the
world and today, his sculptures, paintings and drawings grace the bomes of art collectors world-
wide. Committed to the conservation of wildlife in South Africa and elsewbere in the world,
Ainslie bas donated part of the proceeds from bis work to numerous wildlife organisations,
including REF.

Details on the raffle of this magnificent bronze of Mafunyane can be oblained through
wunw.ref.org.za or tel: 453-9829
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