African Rhinos increase to

11 000 in the wild

by Richard H. Emslie

he continental statistics for black and white

rhino in Africa (based on 1997 estimates)

were recently revised at the April 1998
meeting of TUCN SSC’s African Rhino Specialist
Group (AfRSG) held in Namibia, with some totals
updated in June ‘98. Guesstimates (based purely on
speculation or very old data) and orphans that are
not free ranging are excluded from the totals given
in the Table. As in 1995, the same countries (South
Africa, Namibia, Kenya, Cameroon and D.R.Congo)
remain the strongholds for the different subspecies,
with four range States (South Africa, Namibia, Kenya
and Zimbabwe) continuing to hold most remaining

thino. This paper also summarises the breakdown of

thino numbers by management/ownership model.
Despite the fact that 74.3% of Africa’s thinos are still
conserved in State run areas, the number of rhinos
under other forms of management and ownership

continues to increase.

White rhino population sizes and trends

Southern white rhino Ceratotherivum simum simum
numbers have continued to increase in the wild to
an estimated 8 440 in 1997, up from 6 780 in 1993
and 7 530 in 1995 (totals rounded off). All coun-
tries with wild populations recorded an increase in
numbers. South Africa remains by far the most
important range State with 93% of the wild popu-
lation, (7 913); while Zimbabwe (167), Namibia
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Black rhino population sizes and trends
Past AfRSG data indicated that at a continental
level, black rhino numbers in the wild stabilised
from 1992-95 (largely due to a combined increase
of the South African and Namibian populations
which cancelled out declines in other range States).
Encouragingly the latest 1997 black rhino estimate
of 2,600 (excludes speculative guesstimates) indi-
cates that numbers have started to increase, with
numbers rising in the major rhino range state of
Zimbabwe for the first time in many years. The
major range States remain South Africa (1,043),
Namibia (707), Kenya (424) and Zimbabwe (339),
while another six countries together conserve the
remaining 86 or so black rhino.

The most critically endangered subspecies
remains the central western  Diceros bicornis
longipes, which is now restricted to a small and
high fragmented population of 10+ rhinos over
an area of 3,000 km* in northern Camecroon.
These pockets of 1 to 3 rhinos each are probably
genetically and demographically doomed unless
they can be consolidated into one well protected
population. However, apart from the high
expense and logistic difficulty in doing this, con-
centrating the remaining animals is likely to make
them increasingly vulnerable to poaching unless

adequate security can be implemented.
The eastern black rhino, D.b. michaeli,
showed a very slight increase from 476 to 485
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Management authorities, ownership and
reserve status

While the majority of African rhino are still con-
served in state run protected areas (8,219), over
2500 rhinos are now either privately owned
(2145) or managed by the private sector on a cus-
todianship basis for the state (395). The bulk of pri-
vately managed black rhino are managed under a
custodianship basis on behalf of the state. This dif-
fers from white rhino, where almost a quarter of all
white rhino are privately owned. In 1997, of the
248 discrete white rhino populations in Africa, 184
were privately owned, and 51 occurred in state run
protected areas. However, many of these privately
owned white rhino populations are small with an
average size of only 11 rhinos compared to an
average of 123 in state run protected areas.

Of the 83 discrete black rhino populations in
1997, 45 occur in state protected areas. Of those
that are privately managed, 23 were managed on a
custodianship basis, while in one case the rhinos
live on a state protected area that is managed under
contract by the private sector. In 1997 there were 7
privately owned black rhino populations although
all were small.

Indeed, in four of the white rhino range States
(Botswana, Kenya, Namibia and Swaziland) more
white rhinos occur on privately managed/owned
or communal land than on land managed by the
formal State conservation bodies. In Zimbabwe in
1997 more black rhinos were managed by the pri-
vate sector on a custodianship basis (223) than
were conserved in state run protected areas (116).
In 1997 a further 171 black rhino were managed
under custodianship in Kenya, Namibia and
Swaziland; with 62 being privately owned in South
Africa. 167 black rhino in Namibia, Kenya,
Mozambique and Tanzania occurred on communal
land.

Approximately three quarters of both Africa’s
thino species are conserved on State land in
gazetted National Parks, Game Reserves and
Nature Reserves. These Parks and Reserves are run
by formal State conservation bodies. South Africa
pioneered the private ownership of white rhino
when the first animals were sold to the private sec-
tor in the late 1960's. By 1997, a fifth of Africa’s
southern white rhino (1 785/8441) were conserved
on 163 private reserves in South Africa, up from
only 791 on 80 private reserves a decade earlier;
with private owners in Kenya, Namibia and
Zimbabwe conserving an additional 242 white

rhino. A recent AROA survey by Daan Buijs has
confirmed that numbers of white rthino on private
land in South Africa have continued to increase
over the last two years.

In 1990 the first black rhino were sold on auc-
tion to approved buyers in South Africa, and in
1995 Namibia also sold black rhino for the first
time. While numbers of privately owned black
rhino have grown, total numbers are still small,
accounting for only 2.4% of Africa’s black rhino
population in 1997.

In 1997, three out of the eleven AfRSG-rated
Key white rhino populations in the world and a
further 12 of the 20 AtRSG-rated Important white
populations occurred on private land. Of these
rated populations on private land, 2 Key and 9
Important populations occurred on South African
private land, with Kenya holding the other Key pri-
vate population and Zimbabwe, Namibia and
Swaziland each having one Important white rhino
population on private land.

In contrast to the pattern with white rhino, there
are many black rhinos on private land in Kenya,
Zimbabwe, Swaziland and Namibia that are man-
aged on a custodianship basis for the State (as
opposed to being privately owned). By 1997, two
of the twelve AfRSG-rated Key populations of
black rhino were managed on a custodianship
basis in privately run Zimbabwean conservancies.
None of the AfRSG-rated black rhino populations
in 1997 were privately-owned.

Of the 15 rated Important black rhino popula-
tions in 1997, 3 were custodianship populations on
private land (2 in Zimbabwe and 1 in Kenya - the
latter being on the borderline of being classified as
a Key population). An additional Important custo-
dianship black rhino population has since been
founded in Zimbabwe.

A total of 394 (15.2%) black rhinos were man-
aged by the private sector on a custodianship basis
in 1997. This model has proved successful in both
Kenya and Zimbabwe where during periods of
heavy poaching in the past, black rhinos fared bet-
ter in private reserves than on State land.

Other

Black rhino numbers have in general declined

markedly over the last decade on much of the

communal land where they used to occur.

However, there have been exceptions, and in 1997

16.2% of the south-western black rhino were con-
Continued on page 7
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Continued from page 5

6.6% of
Africa’s black rhino occurred on communal land in
1997 compared with only 0.2% of Africa’s white

served on communal land. Overall,

rhino.

In South Africa, Kenya and Tanzania there are a
limited number of Reserves and conservation arcas
run by local area or municipal authoritics. The
Masai-Mara National Reserve in Kenya is run by the
local Narok and Trans Mara county councils; while
in Tanzania, the Ngorongoro Arca Conservation
Authority manages Ngorongoro and the surround-
ing area. South Africa has a number of small
municipally owned and run parks that have a few
white rhino. All local authority managed black
rhino are of the eastern sub-

areas, three were privately managed on a custodi-
anship basis and one was in a municipal rescrve
run by county councils.

Of the 11 Key white rhino populations in 1997,
seven were on State protected areas, one was in a
Park which combines both State protected land
and adjoining privately owned land, and three
were privately managed and owned. Of the 33
Important white rhino populations, 19 were pri-
vately managed, and the remaining 14 occurred on
State protected areas. 'Thus although many of the
privately owned white rhino populations are small,
half (22) of the Key and Important white rhino
populations are privately owned or managed.

species and make up 8.9% of
this subspecies in the wild.

‘Table 1: Numbers of White and Black Rhinoceros in Africa in 1997. By country
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Out of the 248 white rhino
and 84 black rhino popula-
tions in 1997, there were 12
AfRSG rated Key black rhino
populations (14.2% ) and 11
Key white rhino populations
(4.4%) as well as an addi-

tional 15 AfRSG  rated
Important black rhino popu-
lations (17.9%) and 33
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Of the 12 Key black rhino
populations in 1997, nine
were on State protected areas, two were privately
managed on a custodianship basis and one was on
communal land. Of the 15 Important black rhino

populations in 1997, 11 were on State protected
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