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A FILM ON AFRICA. made by an Itallan company, has been 
shown in Europe; it purports lo survey [h is  continent and some 

scenes are believed to have been shot in East Africa. But it is unlikely 
to be screened in these countries. 

The film causcd riots in West Germany. wherc masriivc protests by African 
and German students dcrnanded that i t  be withdrawn. In  Italy, a Ministcr of 
the Governrncnt publicly rlissmiatccl himself from i t s  prtmiere, reportedly 
castigating the film theme as in line with neither his own vicws nor those of 
his government. 

The film is said to dcpict Africa as a pfacc of hopelessness. i t s  peoples 
bcnt only an dcstn~ction - ecpecially- of wildlife. I 

I f  the reports be rrvc - and at leas6 ane East African ambassador givcs 
confirmation in his slrcnuolts official prrest - Ihe facts mtrst he given speedily 
to !he wotlcl and the mutives of the film-makers hared to the public Faze, 
hcfore this libel-on-film gains crcdencc. 

The plain truth i% that cooservstinnists living and working in Africa have 
nnrhing hut praise for the eRnrfi of Government lenders of  the East African 
countries in $afeguartling wildlife. I 

Each of the Governments of Kenya. Tanzania and Uganda inherited from 
the ctlloninI admini~trarionr a sitra;it~on in which conscrv;irion plans might 
easily h a w  gone wrrm_c. 'Thc rcaqon? For ~ h c  most part. Africans thcmselvcs 
had not hccn concerned with thmc plaos. 

For many African%. indeed. the admis~ion charges (necersarily levied in 
attcrnpts to make the new sancti~aries self-supporting) had the effect of putting 
the National Parks out or their rrach. 

They neither knew why people traveHed across the world to thrill to the 
sight of wild game in i 1s natilraf surroundings. nor did they care, for they could 
nnt share thc experience rhcmselves. 

But today. the s i t~~at ion  is vastly diffcrcnt. Conservation fvundations ) 
estahlrshed in Eastern and Ccntml African countrim reporl a ggrwlng amarc- 
ness of Ihc tn~st which thc African governments have undertaken. 

BIG GAME 
IS  OUR 

BUSINESS 

Inrder on the tlonntep. 

But Mr. Milne btreraeg that. in this battle 1 0  explain. time i s  not on the 
~ i d c  or the rnn~ervarionrst. The rrohlern i s  ~ndeecl s r r l l  urccnt. for there ore 1 KER, DOWNEY & SELBY 

Whereas it might be true to sav thar. a few venrs agn. nnly government 
leaders could see rhc purposc of the pledges girvsn, to-day Kenyans. Tan- 
anlans anrl Ugandans arc learning thnt the exciting hcritage OF wildlife in their 
cnunrries i s  part of their CII~~II~L' and of thc E;,sl Africsn ~ ~ ~ t r i b l l l i ~ n  to the 
enjoyment of the rest of the world. 

The change i s  attrihutd-de to two n~tahlc advances: First. the spread of 
wildlifc educdtion amonst  :he African peoples - many of whom knew wild 
animals only by their d.lngerous reputations. Secoodly. a growing appreciation 
of rcasons rvhy E B F ~  4fricd.s wildlifc i s  essential to the wtirld 

As Rohert Milne. African Wildlife Leadership Fnirndation's Educalion 
Warden in the Nairobi Narional Park. points out cIscwhcre in this magazine. 
thourand5 of children arc making long joirrneys tn sec wildlife education ex- 
hihits. rhcy will no? regard wildlire in thc wav their fntherr did - ; I S  ihc mcat 

manv millions nf ~ c t j n l e  in ~ a c i  Africa who - desoite che~r  willineness to I 

Na matter what YOU want or 

expect of big game, Ker, Downer & Selby 

can provide the answer. The 

world's leading safari firm is at  

your service for information 

and advice. 

trusi their leaders' jirdiment on wiFdl~f~ - are not yct 'convinced, bccGiw they 
have had no pcrsonel contact. 

The whole world can help in  this situation. And help is eaqv KO givc. Safe- 
guard chis East great concentration of Alricrrn wildlifc by enrolling your friends 
in the East Atricnn Wild Life Society. 

For Christmas. makc a ~uhvcription to the Exst African Wild Life Smicty 
yaur rcally worthwhi[e prercnt ro your friends. Thar subscriptinn f;~ntI rhcir 
gifts, whcre pos~ihlel will he put to work irnmcdiatcty ia  projcctr such r t ~  wtlrr- 
life cdu~tt ion extenqion work. in ensilrlng that E a ~ t  Alricans arc protided wirh  
the ZOOIF to cornhill misu5e of n oriccle~s wildlife resource. 

SAFARIS LIMITED 
New Stanley House 

P.O. Box 1822 

Cables: "Gamefields" Nairobi Tel, 20667 
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LETTERS to the EDITOR 
wish to refer to "White Rhino in I Kenya-' on pagc t9 of Afiic(rt~lt, 

'L 01. 2, No. R, June 1966. 

Para. 6 of lhis article states. . . . . . 
"Wc are rt.-irrtrodtrri~~g thc white rhino 
in111 a country from which they dis- 
appeared sonle tinre ago . . . . . it is prob- 
able that thcy disappeared througli 
hunting. . . . ." (my ifalics). 

This is entireIy misleading. There is 
not the slightest evidcnce that white 
rhino cvcr nccurrcd in Kcnyn within 
historical times. and i t  is practfcal!y 
certain that hunting had nothing 
whatever to do with their abwnce. 

The most striking thing aboul the 
natural distribution of the specis  i s  its 
discontinuity, I t  occurred,  FOE E ~ U C -  

lion through human agency in the 
19th and present mnturies, roughly from 
aboul Zululand and the Orange R~ver. 
northwards to the Zambczi. and again 
west o f  the Ni le from northwestern 
Uganda to sourheastern Tchad. 

This distribution does, of course, 
imply that at one time it occurred in 
the areas &tween. but this war in 
remote times. long before the dawn of 
rccordcd history. since when izs range 
b w m e  reduced by natural causes 
to what it wps whcn the earliest records 
wen: made during the early 19th 
ceni ury. 

The exercise reportad is. therefore, 
not re-introduction or a spits de- 
stroyed by human agency. but simply 
introduction of what has, i n  post- 
Pleistocene times, bccome an exotic. 
and it shottld be understood as such. 

Whetlier or not i t  is justifiahle, and 
ronns a "'natural cwlogical expxinicnt" 
is a matter o f  opinion but what i s  
important is that rt sense of proportion 
qhould be maintained, and that trans- 
locat fon~i ther within the original 
mngc (i.t,. genuine mintroduction) 
or introduction of exotics I P . R .  the 
present case)--shoeld not obscure thc 
underlying aim OF wild lire conserva- 
tion. 

Thcre arc many instances loday 
whcrc limited areas arc Fcnccd or. 
stocked with gamc From elsewhere 
(not ncccssarily i~~digenous). and then 
called "gamc rescrve.5" or "nationaI 
parks". Thcy are not-at Icas~, not in 
the original and usually accepted sense. 

Of course i t  is bertcr that there should 
be Pkrc David's Deer is semi-csaptive 
conditions in an English park rather 
than none at all. OF course it is prefcr- 
abIe for the Pr~ewalski Horse. nr the 
Arabian Oryx, to remain in cnclosd 
conditions in foreign countrics rather 
than become extinct. 

But such consideration should not be 
allowed to obscure, or divert eRort from, 
the basic and fundamental object 
of wild lire conservation, which i s  the 
perpetuation of indigenous, genuinely 
wild, fauna in i t s  nalural habitat. 

W. F. H. ANSELL 
Livingstone, Zambia 

*WE WELCOME 
letters of general 

interest about Africa, 
its wildZiJe, its Jtistory, 
irs people. Address them, 
please, to: AFNCANA , 
Box 9010, N a i r o b i ,  

Kenya. 1 
A NYONE getting rid of p a p r  

hacks (or other books for that 
matter)? People with hotels, lodges 
or clubs might like to try thie idea. 

We havc a box of books in the 
Camp's taunge. h notice invites 
pcople to buv a hook and to put 50 
centq in a [in in aid of EAST AFRI- 
CAN WILDLIFE FUND. 

Wc also ask people who have an!, 
books they havz liniqhed with to put 
them in the book box too, so that the 
good work goes on. 

JANE STANTON 

Bushwhackcrs Safari Camp, 
Kihwezi, Kenya 

I N JUNE of this year, the Zambia 
Game Depanment undertook a 

Red Lcchwe count which showed as 
follows: 

Lmhinvar 7.5QO 
Rmearch Station (snuth hank. 

Kafueb 130 
Blue Lagoon (west hank) X.700 

(north) 7.000 

Two years aso. Rohinette under- 
took a lechwe count a t  Lmhinvar 
which showed thc population to be 
17.500 i.c. 60.000 head down. For 
the Research Statinn. Rnhincttc's 
figurc for 1964 was 4.000. 

T h c  only place that shows any in- 
crcasc is Bluc Lagoon. up hy about 
1.000. The total herd of red lechnc 
at Kafuc Flats is now no more than 
23,1100. 

The position regarding black 
lechwc is evcn worse. The 1934 coun! 
[Pitm:in) showed 150.000; rhe 1954 
count (Game Department) 15,000: 
1966 count (Gamc Department) 4.000. 

In view af thc alarming position. 
application has been made ta the 
Survival Commission of IUCN ask- 
ing that black lechwe he placed on 
the lirt of endangered species. 

Quite ohviausly, t~nless smcthing 
is donc or otlr~, the next two years 
will probably see black lechwe listetl 
as an extinct spmie. 

Anti-poacher patrols by helicopter 
wcrc financed from a E1.000 grant by 
the Wild Life Smiety of Zambia. 
whosc rnemhem hope the Zambia 
Govcmment will carry on the wwk 
whcn thc Sxxiety's cash has run out. 

JOHN A. PiLE 
Nairobi. Kenya 

"111. Berne's pii>rtrr.t of n hrrffulo at Lake Marrynra. Tanzania, 

TI-IE M A N Y A R A  BUFFALO Fore prcwrvc for posterity this 
& -  - - r  .- IN REPLY to Mr. '- F- Tyers letter Since he has not been seen since, June 19661' althoi~gh the herd he was with has a pho'owaph of the Manyara Buffa'o hecn s~ghtcd on many occasions. one taken in 1958. mav a5rumc that he has died nf nlrl . . . - . - . 

Yet another 'Buffalo - in my a& ((he l ~ad  vcry iitrl: halr on his 
opinion still larger and with an in- body and was thin). or has raIlen 
credibly heavy boss - upas sccn by victim to the guns of the Tsetse Dc- 
mc on two occasions in the Lake partrnent and lies In a hean of banes 
M huro arza. in lqd3. together u ~ t h  slrnilar victims. 

Unforlunately. no wtrdhy trophy R R I A N  HERNE 
hunlcr has had the good rorttrnc lo Uganda Wlldlire DevcIopment I-td., 
5htm1 the Mbcrro ht~ffalo and therc- Kampala. 
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