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Alrrrr Rnot 

IN September we carried a short pictorial article 
I on the fornous Arnboseli rhinos, Gladys ond 
Gertie. Here Major W. H .  M. Taberer, Worden 
o f  the Amboseli Notional Reserve, gives a much 
fuller account of their lives, and describes many AMBOSELI - 
more of the famous animals which con be seen there. 
This article also tells the full details o f  how Gertie's 

unique as Gertie no longer sports the fontasticolly world record-breaking horn came to be one of the 
shortest in the rhino world. long horn deplcted there. We ore deeply indebted 

to M r .  C. A, Spinage for this unrivalled study of 
Our coloured front cover picture this quorter is Gertie before her cotostrophe. 
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T h e  Amhoseli National Reserve has always 
been recognised as one of the best wild 

life sanctuaries in Kenya but until the Royal 
National Parks took over the administration 
and developed the area for tourisw. compara- 
tively few could set in  to see the game, as I t  
meant organising a large and expensive safari 
to do 50. NOW a well equ~pped lodgc has been 
built and two reasonable road% of access 
comtructcd, making travel much easEer and 
cvcn the srnalfest car can enter and move around 
the area. Thousands of visitors attracted by 
the many racilities offered at the lodge come 
eacl~ year to 01 Tukai to cce and photograph 
lhc wonderful display and variety of game, 

When the aiea was first opened to touri5ts 
the animals wcrc inclined to be a bit shy due to 
Iraving been shot from time to lime either 
for tl-lcir ~rophies or to make biltong, but with 
closer control they havc come to realize that 
they are not being honted and have gradually, 
over the past 10 years. accepted that man, 
with all liis strange smell% and noisy devices, 
means them no harm. Today after many 
ycars of peaceflu t existence and close protection 
some will barely raise a head at the  approach 
or a car. 

So peacefill is everything rhal some of the 
more regular habitue% are known by sight and 
even by narnc and several through press and 
film have achieved fame and become wild life 
personalities. and as a result of' this tameness 
the staff have found ahem easier to study and 
_gcrt to know more about them and their breed- 
ing habit?. Most of the beaer known in- 
dividuals are still with us. a Sew have passed on 
to bclter grazing grounds, but all have played 
a part in making Amboseli one of  the most 
wonderful wild life sanctuaries i n  East Africa. 

Therc is "One Tusk Charlie" the old bull 

elephant with only part of Itiq lcft tusk remaining, 
who still roams the roresrs; and "Kania" the 
great lioness with a blind blue eye. She Icd 
the family of 16 living near the lodge which 
now, after her untimcly dcath have taken her 
name and are known as the Kania Pride. 

Mr. "Cutty" was the first of 'the rhino lo 
get accustomed to cars and settlc down. Always 
fighting with others his cuts and hruisc~ wcrr 
responsible for his nicknamu. Wc too is no 
longer with us. 

"Tukai", was a near full grown rhino who. 
quite unconcerned about t l ~ e  noises or  t l ~ c  camp. 
took up his quarters i n  rronl of' t l ~ c  lodge. 
He excelled thc day Her Royal Highness J 11e 
Princess Margaret came to stay at A~nhoscli 
by standing in full view or the royal pasty 
just beyond the garden rcncc. Unl'ort unalel y 
he fell to the lions and was catcn arter hc was 
killed in a remarkable battle by the Two full 
grown sons of Kania, 

"Ndundu", '"Mjinga" and "Pixic" are all 
rhino with certain cl~aracttris~icr; and about 
wl~om there is a story: and "Sinya" the lioness 
who. becausc she was misbehaving, had lo be 
trappcd and was released after bving hcld six 
days. 

Those are just a Tcw or the brlter known 
personalities: there are others, but o f  them all 
"No. I" and "No, 2" the two old rhinoc with 
enormously long horns and hcltur known to 
visitors as "Gladys" and bbGertie" must be re- 
copnised as the two most photographed and 
spectacular animals in the Iteserve. Thcsc 
two fabulous creatures carried longer front 
I~orns than any other rhinn known la he living 
and it is quite possible that botb at one timc or 
the other bettered the world record for a Mack 
rhinoceros. 

They were ~hristened Nos. I and 2 by the 

unique and wonde~ful game reserve 

full of animal pevsonlalities 
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rangers at 01 Tukai. Gladys by virtue of having 
the longer horn by several inches was No. 1. 
Unfortunately in 1955 she lost neafly 18" off 
the tip so Gertie took over pride of place as her 
horn was now the longer, though the Rangers 
continued to, and still do, call her number two. 
After this sad accident Gertie become the most 
sought after animal in Arnboseli. Almost every 
visitor to 0 1  Tukai lodge wou!d on arrival 
enquire of her whereabouts and would depart 
with a happy sense of having seen ller or cap- 
tured her picture or perhaps wit11 a feeling 
that the trip, was not after all, quite complctc 
as Gertie was in a mood and would not show 
herself. 

Gertie's behaviour patterns 

With all this attention Gertie became so 
tame that she would lie in a dust bath wit11 her 
offspring and allow several cars at a time to 
approach within 30 feet and not bothcr to get 
up and often just continue to sleep. There 
have been incidents: when she refuses to move 
some unkind visitor, wanting action in 14s 
pictures, may deliberately drive llis vchiclc a t  
her and on such occasionc she will take her 
calf off and disappear into the bush to sulk for 
several days and not be seen. Such bchaviour 
is as good as a report to us that there is, or has 
been, a hooligan in the area who has disturbed 
her, as she seldom otherwise hides herself 
except when calving or  mating. 

I first saw Gertie in 1947; she was the11 
living round the 0 1  Toroto water holes in the 
vicinity of Kitirua and some 7 miles from her 
present habitat. She was running 154th a 2-2% 
year old calf at the time and was most aggressive, 
practically unapproachabIe in a vehicle; she 
would either charge an sight or disappear in a 
flash. Gladys too was in the same area and the 
two would often be together. Gradually as the 
wells in the outlying areas began to dry up and 
more and more Masai brought their cattle in 
to the much needed waters of Kitirua the two 
old girls with a nu~nbcr of other rhino moved 
away and took up their headquarters near 
Observation Hill in which area they are now 
living and wherc they came in more frequent 
contact with motor cars and human noises. 
At firsl they were very shy and cervous and 
would either charge or hide but after a couple of 
years had settled down realising tha l  the noisy 
monsters on four wheels presented 110 danger. 

T t  was in 1953 that Gertic ~cttled in at her 
ncw home bringing with her a ncwly born bull 
calf. This little oddity had only halr a tail, 

and no ears at all, and sooil received the name 
of "Pixie". The two presented a rare sight. 
The mother with the incredibly long horn and 
the cuiious little son with just two hdes where 
the ears should be. They were the real show 
piece of Amboseli and as a result took longer to 
settle down on account of being so much in 
demand. However, once they reatised there was 
nothing to fear they became the tamest and 
most tolerant of all. 

There was great consternation when at the 
end of April, 1956, Gertie suddenly disappeared 
leaving behind a forlorn Pixie who was then 
only 3% years old. Gladys and family took the 
little chap over and allowed him to join them. 
However, only two weeks later and amidst 
great relief and excitement Gertie suddenIy 
reappeared and was seen proudly displaying to 
a party of six others, including Gladys, a 
tiny and timid but nevertheless complete 
female calf. Pixie was allowed to join his wee 
sister and the three roamed together for two 
years. 

On March 17th, 1958, Gertie mated with a 
bull strange to the area. Fortunately the event 
was witnessed by a party of visitors so we were 
able to keep a record of the date. March 27th 
1959 was a sad day. Gertie and her calf had 
been seen at midday in a wallow; she was again 
seen at 4-30 p.m. that afternoon but minus 
about a foot of her wonderful horn. Between 
these two times she went to the swamp for a 
drink returning to the same wallow, and though 
we searched both ways along her tracks and 
for several days dug round the wallows with 
a tractor, and by hand, we never found the tip. 
Although this was a great loss we had expectcd 
it to happen as the end was wearing very thin 
through dragging when she was feeding low 
and no matlet in what position she was Iying 
the tip was always resting on the ground. 
Poor girl she did look odd, but only four weeks 
later she was to Iook even oddcr. 

I *  . . . irascible gentlemen . . . 
About 18 months ago the swamp levels 

suddenly began to rise and spilled ovcr to start 
the Semak River flowing again. This additional 
water had attracted a number of new males to 
tke area and in an encounter with one of these 
irascible gentlemen Gertie lost thc remainder 
of that beautiful front horn which broke off 
right at the roots. This was indeed a major 
tragedy. She was seen a day after the battle 
hlccding profusely from the hole where the 
horn had been. Thc entire Ranger force 

(continued on page 26) 
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LL too often 1 have heard the comment 
A''We never see anything in the Game Park" 
and I always wonder just whal such visitors 
to  the Nairobi Royal National Park expect. 
As a frequent visitor to t l ~ c  Park, both for duty 
and pleasure, T can recall scarcely any visils 
where there has not been at least one l~nusual 
incident which sticks in the memory and 
encourages an carly return. 

Other days are crowdcd with the unusual and 
one such day was a trip through the Park just 
bcforc lasi Chris~mas. We I iad met a couple 
from Nigeria on a visit to the Norlh Kinangop 
and as they lrad seen virtually no game through- 
our Lhc j o u r ~ ~ c y  by road from West Africa, wc 
invited them to join us in an outing to l h c  
Nairobi Royal National Park. Their slay a1 
the N. Kinangop was to have lasted three days, 
hut il was l h r cu  wceks later when they finally 
reached Nairobi so cnclrautcd wcrc thcy with 
boll1 the country and llle accommodation tlley 
had ioi~nd. Such is the charm of Kenya! 

We reached the Park cnlrancc at ahout 8.0 
a.m. on l l ~ e  Sunday helbrc Cliristmar and liad 
travelled less than a quarter mile bei'orc we 
saw two lionesses walking along, a few yards 
from tlte main road. Surcly no one could have 
iliissed seeing them, and judging from ihc 
numbers who sit patiently hesidc the lions each 
day, this alone is a sight to rcrncrnbcr. 

A few more 11 undred yards and a cheetah, 

wit11 tlaree alrnosl fully grown cubs, was seen 
walking away from the road on the other side. 
The cubs were playing tosether ac; they leisurely 
followed their rnothcr across the plain and their 
antics were gratefully recorded by the cine 
camera of our  Suests. Brcakrast was eaten 
a little later as we parked beside one of the well- 
known black-maned lions, wlia lay with another 
liontss in  sigllt of the main road. 

Slowly we made our  way to the ltippo pools, 
not always by way of I l ~ e  main roads and ~cldorn 
travclliny above 10 m.p.h. bul we were rcwarded 
not only with sights of lllc more coinmon 
game such a? zchra, kongoni, wildebeos~e. 
'I'hornson's and Grant's gazelle and impala. 
hut also wit11 views o r  the less r~*equcnlly seen 
species including eland. a lnnel y seed-buck. 
and bat-eared foxes. 

At the pool5 wc strolled slowly and quietly 

a l o n ~  the river bank and surprised two large 
water turtles which lay sleeping on the far hank 
but which slid inlo the water on our approach 
with scarcely a ripple to show wherc thcy had 
immersed. One of the crocodiles. well known 
t o  regular visitors lo the pools. was sleeping with 
wide open mouth in h ~ l l  view, also on the 
oppe~itc bank, and as we stood watching it, 
a malacl-ti~e crested kingfisher flew by. 

The hippos were also at thcir hest for our 
guests and the three of them were frequently 
half out of the watcr as they played around. 
Thc bird songs a t  the poo? are delightful, and 
alt l~ough probably at their best i n  the early 
morning or evening, gavc continz~al enjoyment 
as we strolled along. We l ~ a d  intended return- 
in? to Nairobi Tor lunch but so delighted w t i ~  
our guests that they were happy to makc do wit11 
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the remnants of our breakfast in order to prolong 
our stay in the Park. 
Our improvised lunch was eaten overlooking 

Leopard Cliffs, and although no game was 
visible at this time, the quict grandeur of tlie 
scme was sulficicnt to prolong our stay out of 
all proportion to the meagre meal. We moved 
on once more, making now Tor Ihr Langata 
Forest by way of the Somali Boma road. 
Not far heyond t l ~ c  bomas we came across a 
troop of baboons and watched several of thc 
younger members fighting over the remains of 
a very young Thornson's gaze1 le. 

Passing through tlic forest by the Kisembc 
valley we saw many stately glraflc and had 
a brief glimpqc of the shy bush-buck. We drove 
by the Impala Point salt lick at about 3 p.m. 
and made for t l ~ e  Langata exit-and the high- 
light of our day. Threr rhino were pazing out 
in the open and suRiciently l'ar r a m  the forest 
to give us a rcasonnblc view even though thcy 
made Tor cover immediately we came into sight. 

Rhino rarely seen 

I must confcss that this was only tlie second 
time in  five years that I had seen rhino in the 
Nairobi Park but since thcn I havc seen ~Ilcrn 
once morc and others have seen them at widely 
scattered points. Certainly judging by the 
droppings that are there for all to scc. it would 
seem that  therc are far more rhinos in the Park 
than most of us suppose. 

The remaining hour or so was possibly 
something of an anti-climax but certainly not 
dull as we watched stately water-buck beside 
the Forest and traversed the road pitted with 
antbear hoEes. We didn't see one o f  ,these 
fascinating creatul-es but their holes rernlndctt 
me of another visit when one had crossed 
our way giving a sudden prodigious leap as 
though pricked with a pin or stung by a bee 
on a tender part of its anatomy. 

Thcrc are many who will say that this one 
visit as described above is quite exceptional; 
maybe it. was but then so are all the other visits 
such as on a more recent Sunday morning when 
we watchcd two lionesses leisurely eating their 
kill-a wildcbeeste-within sight or tlie main 
entrance, 

Exceptional too was the visit when we 
watched ostriches mating and the subsequent 
visits when we watched male and female 
ostriches sitting on a nest of thirty six eggs until 
finally the young chicks hatched. The young 
arc always pretty and oslrichcs are no exception 
so that the sight of nearly thirty ostricl~ chicks 
being shepherded along by three adults will 

remain long in my memory. Pretty too is the 
young hyena-quitc unconcerned. and looking 
rather like a panda bear; one came towards 
us as we sat watching their den hut  illis or col~rsc 
was one or the few occasions when I was without 
my camera. 

Many will have seen youug buck sparring 
with llleis horns, hut how many have chancetf 
upon two fully grown konsoni really fighting 3.: 
T saw them a fcw weeks hack in the  valley by 
Lone Tree? Other cars were watching also as 
first one was felled and then the other; they 
also heard the resounding crack as thcir heads 
met and finally saw the twa kongnni racing 
away, both dripping blood from torn heads 
as vanquisher cllascd vanquished. 

Tt is often the most unpromising evenings 
that bring Ihe biggest rewards, 1 still clearly 
remember my first view of the lions, some years 
ago now, on a dull evening which followed 
a day of intermittent rain. A friend wac 
visiting from Uganda and wc warncd lrim 3s 
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Tlrcxc arc black h n d f d  trtck(rls whlclr lnhahir n p ~ n  c01~1tr1. fllfrl lkhl forrsls. T l l r ~  or@ mulnlv ~lnclurnulhut ow ojrcn @err in the uayrlm. 

we left for t l~c  Park: 'don't expect to see much the alerted kcrd. 
tonigh1'-and left our camera behind. We Suddenly the whole herd made for the river 
rounded the corner at W hi tc Grass R i d g  and with the cheetah in pursuit. Thc kill was made 
here before us was a pride of young lions. and as the cheetah lay panting with one paw 
We sat for over an hour watching; them playing across the still twitching body of a young impala, 
hogether and not another car came into sight. at least 30 pcoplc, some less than one hundred 

There were many cars in sight the day we yards away, carried on eating their lunch quite 
saw the cheetah kill, but only one other party unaware of the sight they had missed. 
saw thus unforgetabje sight. We had spent The hunters are not always so successful, 
the weekend at Arnboseli and decided to pass as we saw one evening when we sat with bated 
tlrrougl~ the Nairobi Park on our way home breath wl~ilst a Iwrd of zebra walked dircctly 
cntcring at the A t h  River end around midday towards a pride of lions. The leading zebra 
and passing by t l ~ c  hippo pools. As we dmve was within 20 Feet of the lioness which crouched 
up the Iiiill towards t l ~ c  Ranger Post we watched directly in irs pat11 bebrc il sensed its danger 
a licrd at' impala on our right, then, sensing and yct the whok herd escaped as thc three 
their uneasiness, looked around and saw a lionesses gave chase. I do not know whether 
cheetah approaching from our left. Tt crossed the youngest of  the lionesses in her inexperience 
the road ahead of us and, as we hurriedly sprang just too soon or whethcr the  leading 
turned t hc car around, stealtl~ily moved towards zebra sensed the danger just in lime but I still 
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marvel that E saw no kill  that night. 
As cach incident recorded reminds me of 

yet another mcrnorable event. I know that how- 
ever often T visit the Park its appeal will never 
lessen. Can ahc Park possibly be dull to any 
or  its visitors? P e r l ~ a p ~  it could be to the 
couple who approached me as I was parked one 
afternoon on the outskirts of a ring aT cars 
surrounding a pride of  lions and enquired 
"What are they all waiting Forl" meaning the 
cars and not the lions which they had failed to 
spot tl~ough they lay less than 40 feet away on 
a rise. 

Dull also maybe to the party in t l ~ e  car who 
hooted impatiently behind me one day on the 
fbrest road as I watched and filmed a hush- 
buck having a mock battle with a small bush. 
Tlicsc are in the minorily, and I know that for 
most a visit to the Nairobi Royal National Park 
is  a most memorable occasion. 

NOTICE TO 

MEMBERS 

Tire Eciiror u.ill bc on leave in the 
United Kingdom fr-on1 December 24rIr 

1959 rmfil approxitnafef~v 1 5fl1 Febrvnrj, 
1 960. ~ n d  En South ~ r n  Rl~odcsin .firm I 

Fehrrrnry 181h lrn~ril the end oj' hfarc'li. 
He u~oulii he dpli,$~r ed to rmct ~ t t c m h ~ r ~  

of rhc Kcn?.n Il'ild Lift Socict~,  ill 
those 114-a Counrries, and hir add.cs.~.v 

(n) 14. Oxford Avenue, Newlands, 
Salisbury, S.R. 

(b )  Goodwins, Copthome, Suswx. 



Sues-!racked egret?, or lick blrrls, roll oft~n Iw reen 011 t11e bucks of *Irinoc*ros and orher sr~irnulp cofchirrr in.~rrrr. TJIP~ rrtso gilmc wnrrzirrp lo llrp ~ l r u r l -  
siahrpd r t ~ i r ~ o  sknr dun~er o opprwchinr. 

AMROSELI (from page 19) 
started at once on a search. Tracking back 
they came on the scene of battle and From there 
took up the hunt in earnest eventually recovering 
the horn severat days later. 

This unfortunate accident made not the 
slightest~dil'ierence to her nature; she was as 
quiet and placid as ever. However, Gertie was 
to have her reward and to hold her head even 
hisher. On the 13th July last about 2.30 p.m. 
she produced another little son exactIy 16 months 
after she had mated. This was a great event 
and whit a consolation prizc for having become 
the ugliest rhno in the area where she not so 
Iong ago was the proudcst and most picturesque 
of lhcm a31. She has now produced five calves 
since I have known her, and I sincerely hope she 
WLL~ have a lot more, 

Gertie has featured in several fibs and 
papers in many parts of the world have repso- 
duced photographs of her. Recently a vcry 
wcIl known London illustrated paper showed 
a picrure of Gertie and calf whch achieved the 
distinction of being awarded the prizc for the 

photograph of the month. There is no doubt 
that she can lay claim to being the most photo- 
graphed living wild animal in the world. 

Tl~c broken part of thc horn rewverd 
measures 393 inches and by projecting a side 
view of Gertie on to a screen and blowing the 
picture up to a size that fitted the piece exactly 
I have been able to measure the missing bit as 
being 14-$ inches. IT these measurements are 
corrcct, and 1 don't believe they can be muell 
out, where, did she stand, with Iler 54& inches 
in the record list Tor a normal rhino horn and 
where in turn was Gladys whose horn was at one 
time several inches longer? 

So much more has to he tnld of this rnagni- 
ficent creature whose existence dates back to 
before World War 11 when she was known to 
the Masai as "Koormi" (one with a long nose 
or someone with a long:reach), but now thcrc 
is only space: to recount a few of the incidents 
during t l ~ e  lire since 1953 of this most famous of 
all wild animal personalities, GERTTE OF 
AMBOSELI who once again becomes the true 
*'No. 2". 


