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THE GREAT INDIAN RHINOCEROQS
By A. N. Roy

(Senior Forest Ranger and Game Warden, Bixa Foresd {ivision, Benguly

Undl recent years, there was a two-horned
rhinoceros i .\l'.ll'.l}'u, but it s probably  now
oxtinet according to Theodore Hubback, who
spent some considerable time looking for one.
There remains  in Asia,  the Great Indian
Rhinoceras (K. Sondaicus)y, which is also be-
coming very scarce bul is known o exist in
the dNepatese Teval, in the Kajiranga Sanctu-
ary of Assain, and in the Jaldapara Sancuuary
The latter is 46 square miles in
the north by the

of Bengal.
extent, heing bounded on
Madaribar-Nilpara Road, on the south by the
forest boundary, on the east by the Nilpara
Chilapatta Road wd on the west by the
forest boundary., Within this area, or in the
forest adjacent to it it that,
prior to g0, there ived about eighty rhino-
ceroses but in 1930 and 1931 a number of
Mechis (also known as Boros) came over [rom
the Goalpara district of Assam to join the
iwcal Mechis and, between them, during those
two vears, they murdered about se vhino-
ceroses. (In1gge and rogy T V. Denc collect-
ed about fifty separate skulls.)

way esthmated

In 1952, thanks to the representations ol
F. O: Shebbeare, the Rhinoceroses Preservie
tion Act came into heing and the above area,
known as the Jaldapara Game Sanctuary, was
decdlared a special reserve for the preservation
of the rhinoceroses.

IFhe  writer
Winrden ol this veserve in 1951 and scarcely
ever saw a thinoceros until 1936, The popu-

- Mation is now estimazed at Go and it s thought
that very few are poached.

was  made  Tonorary Game

Very little is known about the rhinoceros
and this sanctuary offers a unique opporiunity
for observation.

A large bull stands about live feet six inches
at the shoulder and is about 10 leet long. The
horn is about cight to 10 inches long.  The
cow is a somewhat smaller animal and her
horn is only rudimentary or, in some in
stances, non-existent.  Both sexes arce hairless

and have heavy folds of skin on the shoulders,
anks and knees which, at a distance give them
that  well-known  “armour-plated”™  appea-
ance. They are apparently monogamous and
paiv il Tor life, but this needs further investi-
gavion. The gestation period is thought 1o
he abou eighteen months and cows give birth
to one call every three vears, Calves are
generally born in the spring and are weaned
alter 15 months,

Like the clephant, the rhinoceros dislikes
heat and is wortied by (lies and
leeches.  He lies up in thick f(orest during
the heat of the dav, generally in pools under

mlense

deep shade or in muddy wallows,
lood consists mainly ol tall grass,
water hvacinth and other aguatic plnts and

1 hcir

their roots. -'l'hcy are also very [ond of maize
and rice and ¢an do a considerable amount of
damage 1o these crops just belove they ripen,

The horn is apparently never used [or root-
iag and is thought to he merely a weapon of
oflence and delence.

‘T'he rhinoeeros has no natural enemy in the
calf
has beea scen which had been badly mauled
by a tiger.  The rhinoceros having very poor
vision, bui good Liearing, is apt o be nervous
of any strange sound and will generally clear
oll on hearing the human voice. He is not
alraid of elephants but does not Jike them to

juagic with the exception of tiger, A

approach nearer ihan about u5 vards. He is
probably Lister than an clephant over short
distances and moves noticeablv faster than an

clephant in shallow water,

FThe rhinoceros” chiel cnemy is man and, in
this, he is more unfortunate than any other
animal Tor reasons which are based (llllill‘).'illl‘(l
superstitions,  "U'he horn of the male, which
is composed of compressed hair, is valued
greatly both as an aphrodisiac and as an anti-
dote for various poisons. including opiuny,
Its market value is about 25 rupees per ounce,
and a good horn weighs over 6o ounces,
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Rhinoceros blood caiv be sold at two rupees ket the entre carcase,  Livde wonder that
a botde and wine at the same price. The  the Game Warden must be about his job day
dried skin and mear ave worth about one  and night to prevent poaching.

I'll])('(_' 1)(‘]' l)()llﬂ({,

fv is  casy, 1herelore, to understand the

tremendous value of a dead rhinoceros to any-
one who is clever enough to Kill one and mar-

The rvhinoceros is held in great sanctity by
all Hindus living in northern India but, un-
fortunately, such religious awe is  insuflicient
o allord protection,
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