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PREFACE. 

URING the last decatle of niy service in the forests of the D Unitmed Provinces, India, which. adj oil1 the Sepal 'I.rrai forests 
oil the west and sout!lr-west, I used t,o hear wonclcrful accounts 

of the Maharaja of Nepal, his shikar txploits and his phenomenal hags 
of tiger and other hig game. Being a shikari myself (as ;ill Indiail 
forest officers are) I was al\vavs anxious to hear further details. ant1 when 
I came as Forest Adl~iser tb Sepal 1 fortunately llatl all opportunity 
to see and read the very interesting slrilcar diirirs of the Jli~llnrajs. 
translated into English. aid illustrated ivith inany wondrrful pllotographs 
and pictures. As 1 read tthroug1r tlie pages, 1 soon rc~aliscd what wc-)1ld(1r- 
fnl inaterial there was for a shikar I~ook, if only justice c.oultl 1)e clone 
to it. I ventured to suggest this. atldir~g t,hat such a book could onlv 
be written by one having an intinlate knowledge of jungle life. ao;l 
if His Highness so desired, I should be delighted to do anvthiiip I could 
to help. In due course His Highness approved of this &ggestioii. and 
I was given the honour arid responsibilitr of the task. J1'v chief fear 
is that I have not done full justice to  is Highnrss's ulGqrlt. sllikar 
experiences. During 1111- 30 years of servi(*c+ in the Indian Forest 
Uepartnlent I have bee; in close contact wit11 plenty of slrikar (\r.liich 
in India is controlled br t8he 17orest Uepartnlent) aid have had plentv 
of thrills of rnv own : I 'have inet and exchanged yarns witjh most of tie 
famous big gake sportsmen of northern lndia, but never liare I seen or 
heard of anything like the lfaharaja's shikar in Nepal. 

Xonie big game shikaris---and I include myself in this category-- 
prefer to kill their tigers neatly and quickly, witJhoot undue fus; or 
danger. There are others- like Sir lFTillianl Stampe--who positivelr 
prefer to have wounded and figllting tigers trying to uiaul t'hern and 
their elephants. His Highness is evidently $ the latter ~at~eyorv ! 
That his shootrs should hare produced a high proportion of such incidents 
is not surprising. because the Nepal ring met hod of tiger shootii~g, 
although s11prei11ely efficient, empllati~a~ll~ encourages nerve-racking 
episodes. A slightly wounded and wrjrcrfd tiger is about the most 
dangerolls nniinal on earth. With his pluck, ferocic, agility and 
treinendous strengtfh he is bound to attack sonlebody or something. 
And in the Nepal -ring, wounded and cornered tigers are the rule rather 
than the exceptlion, the ring corners tIhe tiger, and in the trenieildous 
Terai grass and nndergro~~-t~h to wait for or pick outl an immediately 
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vi Preface. 

fatal ~pot~s~zch as the heart, neck or head-is practically impossible. 
This explains why in this book so niany shoots occur with fighting tigers 
charging and mauling the eleph;~nt.s, putting them to flight or alternat1ely 
the elephants trying to kill the tigers 11). their tusks or weight, mahouts 
being thrown and ot'lier hair-raising escapes. Everyone who has seen 
tlre illamharaja in action, following wounded tigers into their lair in thick 
underqrowth, C bears witness to the fact that the greater the danger, 
t>lre more he elljoys it ! 

Having been privileged to tour extensively i11 the great Terai forests, 
in the areass where these shoots take place, I have tried to give some 
idea of the atnlosplrere that surrounds these shoots, the appeal of these 
wild jungles to some atavistic trait in modern man, the lure of trackless 
forests far from civilisation, the calls of wild animals often heard, the 
glorious scenery of plains and wooded hills, with the cold glitter of the 
everlasting snows ever visible on the far horizon. 

I have also tried to give some idea of this only independent Hindu 
kingdom, Nepal, of which the Maharaja is the sole and absolute ruler, 
of her tribes aid peoples, and temples, her flora and fauna, and her 
geography. In this I lrave drawn freely from previous books about 
Nepal-Percy Brown's " Picturesque Nepa.1": Northey's " The Gurkhas " 
and " The Land of Gurkhas ". 

But the bulk of the book is l~ased directly on the illustrated \~olunies 
of tlre Maharaja's shooting diarv. The photograplls and illustrations 
were taken and nrarle chiefly 11y he artist-photographers, Major General 
Sainar Slruinshere and his son Major Balkrishna. Shumshere. TZlc 
coloured photographs, excepting the hire of His Highness in nllrlrnr 
dress, are all made by plrotograpllcr Subu B. I). Joshi. To Brigadier- 
Coloilel S. P. Thapa, u.sc., 1 inust express my special indebtedness, 
for his continuous assistance and advice in the preparation and publica- 
tion of this boolr within such a short time and in arranging, under his 
personal supervision, the Englislr translations of the 8 yeam' voluminous 
diaries, done hy Pandit Lakshmi Prasad Ilevakota, B. A., LL. IL, 
which I have &ten cluoted verbatim. ('omnrandin~ General I<ais~r 
Xhulnshere, whose knowledge of big ganre shikar in Nepal is very widc, 
has very kindly supplied much information and gone through tIhe draft 
of the various chapters, making c~rrect~ions wlrere necessary. C'omiiland- 
ing General Bahadur, during a short stay in Nepa.1, very kindly ~vcnt 
through soirle portions of the writings and made valuable srlggestio~ls iilld 
corrections. This has erlsured that the descriptions of the many exciting 
episodes, and the information regarding the irleasurerrrents and iminbcrs 
of animals shot, are really accurate and correct. Inaccuracies, exaggera- 
tions, alnd insincere flattery lrave been scr~~pulously avoided ; this 
assurance seems advisable, as many of t'he shikar incidents are so 



extraordinary, and BOI~ of the tiger ant1 leol)ar(l 1n~iiu11r(?ln~11ts uo huge, 
t,liat n degree of scepticism might ot,herwi~~ crecAp in. J,astly, I am 
thankful to Brigadier-( 'olonel Indm Hahadur Kttrki, A.1 ).V. to Iii~ 
Highness, for ki~ldly verifying my writir~gs with the original clitrric*~. 

His Highness entrusted lrle with a task which J have found of 
absorbing interest, and whic.11 has given rile niontlls of plm~urc. JTy 
knowledge (and love) of Indian j~ii~~les and jlirlgle life help(~1 nnle to 
describe the scenes, altliough the lirnitlations of my literary  kill have, 
I fear, prevented full justice being done to the subject. But, if I have, 
as I hope, at least succeeded in giving a picture of a thorough sportsman, 
as well as a great ruler and a charming personality, I shall have 'the 
satisfaction of knowing that in the task I set out to do I lmve not 
altogether failed. 
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CHAPTER I. 

THE KINGDOM OF NEPAL. 

traveller's first glimpse of the beautiful valley of N~pikl wlierc, 
)eats the real pulse of the Nepalese nation, ancl in w11ic;li is TH f. 
sit,uated I<nt,hnianciu, the principal spat of the Xej):ll (:o\.crn- 

~nent, is gained fro111 tlie top of C'llaridragiri, a hill that sc3rvcs as the 
southern rampart. The I)ezutif~~l panoransi 01 golden pagotli~s. I)r.o\vn 
templcs, wliite edifices, and red llanilets see11 in a lorna~ltic-. setting uf 
hill ant1 dale reinsills an ineffac.cal,!e n~enlorr. Fa,r awa \- a11 ti) (J nortiicrn 
horizon. domillatirig the whole scene, rise tile snbn-(.la(~ llraks of 
Dhaulagiri ancl Gosaintllan. and in front of t'l~ern a inajest,ic. series of 
sniallcr mou~ltains, tier upoil tier, in hold relief against the clear I)lue 
sliy, sloping down to the l-erv edge of the vallev. I(athnia11du. the 
capital, lies in tlic heart of this rallej-. Here and in 'the two i~eigllhouring 
cities, Patan and Bhatgaon. one finds n~ag~~ificcnt nlodern palac-es side 
by side with ancient pictri~nescl~le temples and pagodas, the like of wi1ic.11 
cannot be seen anywhere else in the world. 

The vallev of Xcpal is 15 miles in length and 13 in Lreatlch and 
is said to have been originallr a lajlie. \Tithin this small arca stand 
practically all the prinripnl thpl~s of Xepal, and t,lie teml~lcs art! the 
chief glories of the countrv. On their 11-alls are to be fouild some of 
the most wonderful handicraft of hr-gone ages--1%-it11 scrnlons i11 
stones - carved by pious monarchs who'se cllief ainhition seems to 11a-i-e 
been to lrave behind then1 undyiog testirnonj- to the burning c!erotioii 
in their hearts. 

TEnlPLES *iXD FESTTVAIi3 OF NEPAL. 

Of all ifhe Bltddllist t8eniples. the oldest, finest. anci most perfect 
specimen is Swavanibiluiiatii, on top of a, snlall hill near Iiathlnal~du. 
Its origin is lost in the mists of antiquity- one legend (recorded b1- 
Oldfield) sr~ggest~s it was pre-Buddha.  he chaitp, \vhicll fornis ti'e 
main stlructule of the t,elllple. is coniposed of s solid hemispliere of bric li 
and eart?jl, supporti~ig a loft\- conical spine. the top of whic.11 is capped 
by a pinnacle of copper-gilt, kid on the four sides of the base are painted, 
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2 Big G'anze Sl/oot.ing in 3'epnl. 

verv realistically, the two eyes of Buddlla-. Accortiing to the belief of 
~ekrs, as far as these eyes can see tlie land may never be plooghed wit,ll 
oxen, but may only be dug by hand. As an instance of the curious 
blending of 1-linduism and Buddhism in Nepal, Northey has noted the 
interesting fact that. situated in the very cloisters of ~wa~ambhl~natll 
there is a purely Hindu temple, dedicated to the goddess Devi Sitla 
(the goddess of smallpox), which was built by the Buddhists, and a 
visit to it is part of the ceremonial attendant upon a visit to this fanlous 
place of Buddhist pilgrimage. 

Other Buddhist temples and relics include the very similar temple 
of Bodhnath, and the .five stupas of Aso1;a erected in and around the 
city of Patan. 

There are other examples in Nepal where Hindu shrines have been 
erected within the precincts of Buddhist temples, which are decorated 
with Hindu gods and Hindu symbols. While the national religion 
of the Newars was originally Buddhism, about half are now followers 
of Hinduism, and the influence and spread of Hinduism is steadilv and 
surely pushing back Buddllisrn to the lligller mountain ranges adj;ining 
Tibet,. This trend is naturally influenced by the fact that the rulers 
of Nepal are strict followers of the Hindu faith in all its details, 
whose example influences the ma,jority of their people towa,rtls the same 
religion. 

Of the sacred Hindu temples anti places of pilgrimage in Nepal, 
which are legion, only the most important car1 be mentioned here. They 
can be classified as belonging or dedicated to Shiva, or Vishnu, or Shakti 
(the goddess of power and procreation). The most sacred of all the 
Hindu temples to the followers of Shiva is Shree Pa~hnpatinat~h, where 
annually pilgrinls from all over India assemble in thol~sands during 
a particular fortnight. 

Brown in " Picturesque Nepal " has described it as follows :- 

" Pashupati is a picturesqne collection of temples and shrines, about 
three miles north-east of Katllnlitndu, on the banks of the Bagma,ti 
river. Here this stream passes through a. narrow gorge, which may be 
appropriately called ' the valley of shadow ', for Pashllpati is truly 
the dot~rwav of death. So holy is this place t,hat the onr great desire 
of the ~indu is to gasp oilt his last breath on the steps of the ghat. with 
his feet lapped by the swirls and eddies of the saclred streilin. ,Ind so. 
lying about in corners and recesses are people in the last stage of life, 
tortnred perhaps in body but happy in mind, be(.ausr they 11il.ve been 
spared to die within the llol~ precincts of Pashupat,i. And in the 
gloaming one ma'v see the tu;ret,s and gilded roofs lit np by the glow 
of the funeral pyics of the dead." 
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Paahupatinath is one of the twelve most ~acred Lingams of Irldia, 
and ranks with Rarneswaram of Xadras, Kedarnath of thr! United 
Provinces, Viswevwarnath of Benares and the others. 

North of the Nepal valley, where the encircling snows hang highrut 
in ethereal space, towers the grcat mountain of (;osaintlian, and at its 
foot, at an altitlrde of nearly 15,000 feet. is the sacred lake of Gosainthan. 
Here every vear thc pious devotees of Shiva Mahadev (orne to worship 
the divinely carved representation of their god, sunk in the water of 
the ire-cold lake. This is another of the amazing pilgrimages to Hindu 
shrines which lie concealed in the ice-bound fastnesses of the Himalaya, 
like the pillar of ice at Amarnath in Kashlnir, and thc C'ow's IIoutb 
(the source of the sacred Ganges) at Badrinath in Kumaon, but the 
sacred lake of Gosainthan in Sepal is the severest and greatest penance 
of them all. To anyone who has seen (as the writer has) old men and 
women attempting to scale the heights, gasping and palpit1czting from the 
ra-rified atmosphere, shivering from the intense cold, it appears a miracle 
of surpassing faith-faith that can move mountains-that the goal 
is ever reaclied and the pilgrimage successfully accomplished. 

Other famous temples dedicated to Shin, outside the Nepal valley, 
anre Jaleswar in hlahottri district and Pindeswar in Morsng. 

li'onr sacred temples dedicated to Vishnu, guard the valley of Nepal-- 
Changn Naravan 011 the east, Ichangu Narayan on the west, Bishai~llchu 
Naravan on the south, and Naravan or more commonlv Bnrha Nilkanth 
on the north. This latter has s colossal figure of \'~sllnu reclining on 
serpents, carved from a great 1)locli of stone. Tne beautiful Krishna 
temple in the maill square at Patan has superb decoration and architec- 
ture. Janakpur (in hfahottri district) marks the birthplace of Janaki 
or Sita (wife of Rama), where two great fairs are held annually. 

In Nepal, there are also two of the five most sacred places in all 
India of the followers of Vishnu, which rank with Pushk-a.r in Ajmer, 
and Kurukshetra near Delhi. These are 17arahkshetra in the Bosi 
aorge in Morang (the birthplace of the third incarnation of Vishnu) and b 
lfuktikshetra, in the high Himalayas, the source of the sacred river 
Gandak. 

To the goddess Shakti are dedicated a verr large number of temples 
and shrines. In one of these - -Talejo ~haivani in Kathmandu-the 
last of the Xemr Icings co!lcealed himself wlien t'he victorious Gurkhas 
besieged the town in 1768. Another is Bhadra liali on Tundikhel 
(the big parade grounc-i of Kathmandu j near the Rilahara ja's officia,l 
residence Singha Dnrbal. Rut the inost, famous is Shree Guhyeswari, 
the consort of Shree Poshupati, and sitluat#ed tiear his temple, on the 
opposite bank of the river. 
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In this brief survey of the sacred temples, shrines, and pilgrimages 
of Nepal, it has only been possible to mention a few of tllc more famous. 
But to appreciate the religious atmorpliere of Nepal, and of the vnllev 
in particular, one must realise that there are scores and hundreds 61 
temples and shrines, tucked a\rTaJr down alleyways in the towns, or 
on the wayside in villages, by riv& banks, on hill-tloys, or buried away 
in tllc forests. Over tthe country there ilangs, als it werc, a pall of fervent 
religion, which is intensified bv the enthlisiasm of tile people in observing 
the endless sorcession of rai?lgious festivals, and strengti~enerl by tile 
deeply religious attit~tde of the nlnharaja !~inlself. 

Just as almost every situation is sanctified hv its altar or sl~rine, 
s(i alnlost every dav of he vear is marked by its rrligious cerenlonv or 
festival. >ran$ aFe mere I&RI observances associatetl wit11 a rillage 
saint or a minor divinity. The Nepalis love tlisplavs of dancing, music, 
and general hilarity, which are considered an indispensable ingredient 
of Hindu lestivals: and so are indulgrd in with the greatest enthl~s~nsm. 

There are a number oE great national festivals peculiar to Kepal, 
besides several others which differ little iron1 those practised in India. 
Of the purely indigenous festivals, the most importlant is that in honour 
of Machhendranath, the patron saint of Nepal. The ceremony of 
annually presenting his present-day embodiment (in the form 01 an 
image) is one of the most, fascinating events of the vn1le;-, which has 
been maintained for centuries. 

Of the more than twenty other indigenous festivals the most 
interesting or important are the following :- 

The Indrajatra, which takes place earl~ in September. and lasts 
eight dass. On the third dav there is a' grand procession, when 
elephants, gaily painted and ' caparisoned, bear in their gilt and 
silver howdahs the rulers of the State ; when throl~gi~ the crowded 
streets of Kathmandu three great wooden chariots are dragged in 
which, with their attendants, sit two little hors. representing Oanesil 
and Bhairab, and a little girl representing tile .gbddcss Kl~rnari. in whose 
honour the Indrajatra is held. In front, between, and behind 
these rocking chariots t.ha regiments of the Nepalesr Armr with their 
bands march on, interspersed with groups of Nm am with torclles, 
incense, and men with huge masks dressed as wonlen dancing along 
a Saturnalia of noise arid revelry. 

The story goes that the (hlrkha (:onqllnror 01 Nepal, Prithi~vi 
Narayan ~ha~h, arrived in Kat,hnland,[ wit,h his trooj~s in the middle 
of this festival, and tllr Newars- or srlch of them as 11~erp still capable 
of running- flrd, leaving tlln goddess ai~d the (.lla.riots deserted. 
Suddenly a voice was heard, the voice of no other than the goddess 





lrerself. who, evitlentl~ disgusterl at the \va.nt of rrgn'rtl ~11 own to l~er 
h~. llrr votarirs, de;llanded tllr i.onrplrteion of tllr procepsio~~ alr(l 
pronlise(l tlie rille of all Nepal to whoe\rrr wol~ld fulfil lrer onler. 
Prithiwi Narayan. hearing this, tool< chargc of the sl~l~src!llrnt procaeed- 
ings n11d with his troops dragged the rllariots rollnd to their final 
destination. His reward was the. cnnq~lest and first kingsllip of all 
Nepa 1. 

lhring the evenings of this festival. and sonletimes through tllc 
whole niglit,. there are fnrtlrcr tu,~rzaslr(~s. Tn the caourtyard of the King's 
I)urha,r llall sompthing not 11nliLe a sort of primit'ive Spanish hl~ll- 
fight is held. 

Of the purely Hindu festivals of India, the three that are celebrated 
on a grand scale'in Nepal are the l)ashera, the Dewali and the Holi. 

The 1)aslrera or Dnrga Puia lasts for ten davs, of wl~ich the first 
six days are 11ot so imp&tant,." On the seventh nay a grand review of 
the troops takes place on the Tundjlthel parade ground, in the presence 
of His Majesty and His Highness. All round the Tundikhel the people 
stand in dense crowds dressed in gala attire. The troops are drawn 
up forming sides of a great square, kith the artillery at iniervals drawn 
up in the space left, and massed bands in the centre. At a given signal 
the troops commence to fire a feu de j~ic, in which the artillery presentlv 
joins. The noise becomes deafening and zontinlles for several minutes 
when it, sucldenlp ceases, and the crowds disperse to continue the 
festivities in their own homes. 

The Dewali, which occurs three weeks after the end of Dashera, 
is a festival of a very different nature. It lasts for five days, and is 
sacred to the goddess Lakshmi, the consort of Shree Vishnu, and the 
goddess of wealth and good fortune. During this period the many 
palaces of Kathmandu as well as the streets and bazaars are ablaze 
with multi-colonred lights, and so this festival is called " The Festival 
of Illominatlion ". Tn Nepal, however, there is an additional interesting 
feature in it. Gambling in all its forms is strictly forbidden throughout 
Nepal, bnt the ban is ~-emoved for three particular ocrasions. The 
one in Dewali lasts for three days and nights, and gives an opportllnity 
for the display of a grand orgy of games of chance. 

The Durbar sqrlare, the streets and bazaars are crowde(1 \\.it11 
little booths each with its coterie of enthralled players and interest,ed 
spectators, while in the seclusion of the lrol~ses and palaces play is 
universal and stakcs run higher. The 61-ourite game is (.al!ed 
" Chharuwa " and is plaved with four players and 16 cowries (sl~olls), 
each player having a pbup of four numbers (e.g., No. 1 player has 
1. 5, 9 and 13, No. 2 has 2, 6; 10 and 14 and so on). The shake 
the cowries in the closed hand and throw them on the board (carpet 
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arouncl wliic~l~ tlley sc~u;lt), ii11c1 if. for c~sanq)l(~. 9 (.o~vricw fall with tl~c* 
c.~rr.vi~tl siclth ul,warcl~, No. I ~)lii\.chr. s(.oo])s tl,~ r)ooI. It ih a fn.rt.irrat.ing 
sight to scio tl~t~ swanni~~g 11 ~LI)]I!' (-ro\v\'ds (b(l(J~ilrg ~rou 11~1 t11~ tvnse- 
fac.ed pla~~rs (~onret~i~nrs UV~~II 1)oys plaving for fikrt,l~it~g~) ~t~l~r thta 
eavw of b~aboratel~ (:nrvtvi ~~ollschs nnrl gildrcl t,(i~llpIes. t1bt1 WIIOIP sc.~nt* 
lit up wit,ll electririty or pctroalwx .I n(l tllousa~lcls of Ri(.kc.ri tlg I )iwnli 
lights. 

Tlic Holi, which is the great Spring festival. is c.c.lchratcc1 all ovchr 
Nepal in the same wav as in Intlitt, and lasts for (bight da\.s. I)rlrilig 
these eight days it is t,ll(~ fashion for all and s~l~ldrr wlio c.l,obsc~ to regal& 
themselves tlks. tro go allout \rritll a of I rrrnliliorl powder 
and vessels of coloured ~vatc~r, with which th~ passers-l,y are yletlti- 
full7 bombarded. To\vanls tllc end of the festival the 61Io1r popula- 
tio~; exllibit conspicuous traceen on their (.lotlles anrl on tlieir faces of 
active participation in it. 

Besides these religious festivals. there are also many civil  festival^ 
and holidays which are usuallv attended bv some sort of tunraslta or 
mtertainrnents, such as the birihdaY of the Laharaja or the anniversarv 
ot his accession. In fact, anlongst this galr and care-irre people 
rarniva,l spirit seems to predominate on mist darn of the vear, and 
there is no lack of llolidavs to give free scope for'the peoplbs' love of 
ceremonial and martial d~splalys of ha,nds and music and song, and of 
religious ritual and observance. 

THE PEOPLE OF NEPAL. 

All writers about 1L'epal have heen struck \-vitll the estraordinarr 
variety of races, tribes and languages in Nepal. Professor ~urnCr 
has written this about it :- 

" To the western European nothing could be more astonishing 
than t'he dirersitv of races and languages which he would find in Sepal. 
In a population of about six millions in all, there a$re spoken at least, 
a score, if not indeed a still greater number, of languages all mutually 
unintelligible, and some broken up again into nnmerous and often ver\- 
different dialects. Even within the limits of a single raller there nlab 
be, and often is, a village the inhabitants of which speak' a language 
completely unint,elligihle t.o their neighbours in the nest village a mile 
away." 

The origin of this diversity is t'o be found in the various ~nigrat~ions 
whicli have brought the present population into the count,nT. 

These multifarious languages belong to at least three different 
families of speech : (a) Munda, a division of Austro-Asiatic, (b) 
Tibeto-Burman and (c) Indo-Aryan. 
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The earliest 01. al~origi~lal inhabitants of the r.o~r~ltrv were 
Dravidian or Au~tro-A.riat,ic, whose dialccat is still eurvi\.ing in thf* 
plateau of ('liota Nagpur anrl amongfit, rac.c.s on the 60llth(~rll slopes 
of the Himalayas and the Tcrai. in(-Iutlirg N~pal. But these primitivc. 
races have been overlaid and enulaved bv two waves of inva~ion, by 
Mongolians from the north and hy tlie '~r~ans from tllc south an;] 
west, and have largely tlisappealaed now. The two main Lranciic.~ of 
the popillation of Nenal are thus: (1) Mongolian or Tibeto-Burman 
and (2) Indo-Aryan. While the Aryan invader6 of India were pouring 
into India from Iran through the north-western pafises sonlewherc 
in the second inillenium B.C. -tlic BIongolian emigrants were pouring 
in from Tibet through the northern passes. and, rouglilv speaking, the 
latter occupied the northern, central and eastern tracts of Nepal, wlrilr 
the former found themselves in the western and southern tracts. 

At a much later date. there was a further invasion. wllich has had 
a predominant influence on present-dav Nepal. As a result of the 
~~oghul invasions, a number of high-cast; Thakurs and Rajputs, driven 
out of Rajputana and Central India, took refuge in the Himalayas, 
and from tlrese immigrants halve descended the present rulers and 
nobility of Nepal. Thus the family of the Maharaja traces descent 
back to the Rana family of udaip;r. 

This invasion, if tradition can be believed, had another and more 
hnn~ble influence on the population of Kepal. The malario~ls and 
deadlv Terai is inhabited by a race called the Tharus. who are pmctic- 
nllv irnm~ine to malaria. * Nortlley has quoted the follo\r-ing story 
of 'their origin :- - 

" The Terai was originallv inhabited bv a race of wild men 
(ahoriginals) who knew not the" ineaning of liw and order. Sometime 
during the twelfth centnrv, when the Rajputs were about to he besieged 
in Chitor, they sent the& womenfolk to take refuge in the lower hills 
of Nepal. Later 011, when Chit.or had fallen and most of its garrison 
hacl been slaughtered. the Rajput women, who until then had held 
aloof from the local inhabitants. be,aan to take husbands from amonpst 

0 

the inhabitants of the Terai, and "t,llrir offspring were the original 
Tharu s." 

It is interesting to note t,hat even to-clav the Tharu women, who 
are Icnow~l as Rulris (clueens), are considc~re(f to be the leaders of the 
race. 

Tharns figure largelv in the shikar inc.id(~~ts recorded in this book. 
as t,lrey ocaruyy t1he l~e~-~~osition of slako~rts ant1 attendants of the 
elephants of Nepal. and their pluck ancl skill is a predominant factor 
in the succesa of all big game shooting in the Terai. 
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111 additioil to tlie semi-ahoriginal Tl~~rus, tJlere a,re (more 
parti(*,l ]a,rly in tlle cast) otlier arnd ;~lt~oget~lirr ogial tribes full 

ill tile rI'tqyii, ~11~11 as the Ilhinlals of tllr Tcrai ant1 the Satars or Salltllal~ 
(2 rtlrrnt (31liigra tjiun). sl~illed lllliit,ers wit11 bow and spear. Tile 
1;~llgoage of these tribes is quite uni~ltelligihle to tl~s ordillarv inllal,i- 
t,aiits of Nepal. The Uotials of Western N~psl arc another primitive 
race, which is possil~ly a niixtnre of Arvan and aboriginal, but not, 
llongolian . They are the weight-carry ing coolies of many hill stations. 

Turning to the illhabitants of lfongolian origin, which supplv 
all the recruits for the Gurkha battalions of the Indian Armv, t,l;e 
principal tribes or races are the CT~lrungs and 3lagars of Central ~r~al. 
and the 1:ais and Limbus (Kirantis) of Eastern Nepal. (Proin t8ime 
iminemorial, i.e., in the hfa,habharat and Ra~uayana, the nanlc Kiranti 
is associated with hill tribes outside the 1-roonda.ries of the Aryan 
invasion, but has a more limited application now.) 

Although these four tribes supply t.he bullc of the recruits for 
the 20 battalions of Gurkha regiments now increased to 40 owing 
to exigencies of war, historically and geographically only the Gunings 
and Magars can claim to be the original Gorkhali or Gurkhas. Two 
centuries ago Gurkha was a petty kingdom in the Gllrung country 
with a small hill villa,ge called Gllrldla as capital. In 1742 Prithiwi 
Narayan Shah became king of this village and surrounding territory, 
but before he died in 2775 he hacl conquered the valley of Nepal itself 
and consolidatecl his power and expanded his lcingdom over the Kirantis 
in the east, to the passes of Tibet on the north, to the Terai in the south 
and far to the west, thus becoming the first Icing of Nepal. 

The Rais and the Limbus, the aboriginal Mongolian tribes of 
Eastern Nepal, were amongst his conquests. 

Other fi'longolian races of Nepal include Tibetans, Lepchas, and 
Sherpas-the latter now world famous as the high-level porters for 
Everest expeditions-of the higher mountain, and Pr~nwn~ris, Rhotes, 
and others of the outer hills. 

There is one important race left to describe, the Xewars of the 
valley of Nepal. Their origin has been a 1na.tter of considerable 
speculation. Some authorities consider that the Newars origina,lly 
migrated from Sontheril India, being the Nair soldierv who forined a 
part of an army which invaded Nepal in the ninth centl~rv .4.D. But 
it seems more probable that thev have been the inhah~tants of the 
Nepal valley for a much longer peAod, and probably migrated from the 
north befork the spread of Buddhism. 

Dr. Oldfield, writing many years ago about Buddhism in Nepal, 
records a legend which, if true, suggests a possible origin of the Xewars. 



" Having travc~lletl t,llrougl~ thtl grc~ater part of nortl~-wc~st~c.rn Intliil. 
Buddha 111ilde rt pilgrir~age t,o Nepal. ac.c.olr~l)a~lietl IJJ~ c)nc thousant1 
three llundrecl and fifty lnr~lcli(.a~~t uru*rtfi(.u, ard hitvilli with hi111 tht: 
Raja of Renares with his hfinistrr of State ;inti an i~~l~rlc~nsc* c.rowtl of 
all sorts and contlitions. 111 Nepal h(~ founcl that thc~ c1cn:triric.s of 
which Ile was the apostle had alro:i(ly trakt~n fir111 root,. 7'ht.v hacl },(hen 
introduced into the country bv a distinguisl~nl tchacl~c~ iron, Tibrt 
named illanjusri, who had led the first colony fro111 China into ScapaI 
and built a temple to the eternal self-existent spirit Swavajl~l)ll~ 
-- --- . When Sakva. (Rudcll~a) rt~t~ur~ictl to llin(lust1ri;n. rl~ost 
of the followers who ]lad 'aet.ompaniecl hinl 1,eing c.harn~rcl wit11 t]lr 
beauties of the sacred valley settled in Nrpa 1 and bt1c.a ~nc~ grad ~lall~ 
blended bv intermarriage wit11 the rarlier inhabitsants of the (aoontr\-." 

The style of buildings and the rnost charac.teristic. types of Sepal~sr 
tenlples ark in the so-caller1 pagoda stvle. ~rofesso; Lrri tlrinks it 
not improbable that the pagoda style \Gas in existpnce in Nepal long 
before it made its appearance further east, and s~~est~ that tllc pagodas 
of China and elsewhere are due to the influence of the Newars, who were 
employed as skilled workmen (up to quite modern t>in~es) in Tibet, Tartar\. 
and many parts of China. 

Recnlitment for the Gurkha battalions of the Indian Armv is riot 
alloired in the Nepal valley and adjoining hill districts, as t,h& is the 
main centre of recruitment of the Nepalese Army. The Nepalese 
Army is recruited chiefly from the castes of ~hetri, Gorung, 3Iagar, 
and Limbus. 



CHAPTER 11. 

PHYSIOGRAPHY AND NATURAL 
HISTORY OF NEPAL. 

PHYSIOGRAPHY -4ND GEOGRAPHY. 

HE numerous expeditions whiclr have struggled in vain to ascend T Everest and Kanchenjungn, tlie Hinialayan giants on the 
borders of Nepal, have brought into world-wide prominence 

the physiography of this Himalayan kingdom, so a brief description 
will be of general interest. 

The geography and physiography are rrluch better lrnown than 
forinel.ly, thanlcs to the survey carried out about 15 vears ago 
and the excellent maps resulting therefrom, published hg tlre $fap Office 
of the Survey of India. 

The total area is about 54,000 square nliles and it stretches about 
540 miles in length parallel to the Hirrlr~lavan axis, and averages about 
100 miles in breadth, lying between 8O"O and 88OE. longitude and 
between 26" and ,?OON. latitude. The eastern boundary with Siklrim 
is the great transverse Singalila range. which rnns through the beatltiful 
but terrible mountain Ka.nchenjunga (28,146 feet) and divides tlie 
waters of Sikhim and the great fianjit river fronr tilt. waters of Eastern 
Nepal and the Tininr river. Tliis rangc and valley of the Timur was 
explored nearlv a c.enti~ry ago. by special permission of Maharaja Jnng 
Bnhedur, by 'the great naturalist, Sir Josepll Hooker, and described 
in his c~lassic book " Hima1ay:tn Journal ". This is tlre only occasion 
in all Nepalese historv that a European has been permitted 'to explore 
extei~sirely the hill portions of the cour~tty ;rbovc tlie Terai and subnron- 
tane belt ! 

Where the Singa.!ila rangc fades out near t'he plains, the Mechi 
river c~ontinues the boundary. dividi~~g the Iil'nrang clistrict of Kcpal 
froin the Siliguri tlistrict of Bcnga,l. The sol~tlit~rn hounda~.)- is over 
500 miles of artificial delrlarr;ition, srparating the Tnai of ~e~nl from 
tile adjoiuii~g t1i~t~ric.t~ of Billar and tho I1iiitec\ PI-ovinc~cls. ant1 yntrollctl 
and gu arcletl tlirol~glron t I)v Xepa1t)sc troops. 

The western bouudarv is tIl1e Sarda or Rlahakali river, iron] Ranbassit 
where the headworks of the great Pard~ canal are situated, to its source 

( 12 ) 
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at the Lipulckh pass, wllcre Nepal, Rritisll India and Tibct nwet. Frorn 
here the northern boundary run6 south-east for ovcr miles 1)nr.k 
t>o near I(anchenjnnga, along the roo1 of the world in a groat maze of 
IJirnala,~cln snowy ranges, over great peaks and \vatcrshc~cls wl~cro no 
llunlan being has ever heen. In the oastc~rn half, thcl 7'il)c.t-Ncpal 
boundary follows the main c*rystalline axis of ti)(. Hi~niilaya tt~ltl ir~c.lrl(l(bs 
such giants anlong mountains as K:inc.llenjunga. ;\fa kalu. I<vchrcrit. 
Gaurisanker a,nd a dozen peaks of over 24,000 f~ct w,ltit,utlc*. I lc3r.c. tllo 
Kosi river and its grmt tributary t11~ Arur~ Ijrclak thror~gl~ tlle I~ountlarv 
and drain vast areas in Tibet before enteriag Npyalrse territory. 

Rut in the western half, the Tibet-Kepal hollnda.rv swings north 
of the main Himalayan axis and follows instreil(l the watt:rsllp~l of tllr 
Candak and ~arnali rivers and t,hzir trillutaries. Here the great peaks 
of Himalaya, Manaslu, Himalchule. Annanpura. I )tlaulagiri, a dozen 
peaks in all over 24,000 feet, lie \vhollv within Nepal te~.ritor\-, hehintl 
which lie Mustang and many othe; districts of Sepal ~-1iicll arc 
practically unknown. It is interesting to note that Kepal has ivitllin 
or on its boundaries 26 peaks of over 24,000 feet, which include 12 
of over 25,000, eight of over 26,000, three of over 27,000. and the one 
and only mountam in the world over 29,000 feet. Such an agglornera- 
tion of high peaks maltes Nepal unique amongst all the countries of the 
world. 

This brief description of the boundaries of Xepal will suffice to 
explain how natural features and gecgraphv have rendered pofisible 
a policy of isolation from the rest of the 1~0rid. Onlv on the southern 
frontier is the country at all accessible, and this frontier is backed by 
a great belt of dense'tropical forest. which runs its whole length, ad 
is intensely malarious for seven or eight months of the rear. Behind 
this Terai belt lies the trackless and equally nnheal&r Churia or 
Siwalik ranges of foothills, behind which. again. is the lbng range of 
Mahabharat that forms a further barrier to the hill districtls of Bepal. 
To a wonderful extent. therefore, phy~iogra~phj- has simplified the 
policy of isolation. 

The whole liingdom is divided into t>wo main zones : (1) the plains 
or " Rlades " (which includes the submontane Siwaliks a.nd " Duns ") 
and (2) the hill districts or " Pa3har ". The hill districts greatlr exceed 
the plains in area a<ntl are exclasively the source of recruitment Ior 
the Gurltha batltalions of the Indian Arnly. They fall naturally into 
four basins. 

011 t.he east is the basin of the seven Iiosis that is. the countr~ 
drained bv trhe J<osi and its great. t,ribut!aries -- the home of the S 1- unwars, 
Rais, ~imbos, and Lepchas. In the centre is t'he great. t'ract drained 
by the seven Gandaks, e.g., the Narayani or Gandak and its great 
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tributaries. Here we find the Gurungs and Magars, and it includes 
Gurkha, the ancestral home of the Gurkha Raj. To the west lie the 
ba,sins of the Karnali and Mahakali rivers (ca.lled Gogra and Sarda in 
India), inhabited by Magars (to a limited extent), Bhotes, Dhotials, and 
tribes of Tibetan origin behind the great rang2s. 

The fourth basin, although much the sniallest, is also the most 
important. A great, ridge coming from the sacred mountain of Gosain- 
than in Tibet (over 26,000 feet), which divides the Kosi and Gandak 
basins, s~tddenly and unexpectedly bifurcates to enclose the Bagmati 
basin and the valley of Nepal proper. This lovely and fertile eleva,ted 
plain was once a v&st lake; a& remains of fossil" elephants have been 
found in the deposits. To Nanjusri by the Buddhists, and to Vishnu 
bv the Hindus, is given the credit of transforming this lake into a fertile 
plain, by cutting a pass through the mountains with his sword. Science 
suggests a more prosaic agency in (geologically) comparativelv recent 
times. The plain is now covered hy a thick deposit of rich dark silt 
which ensures its wonderful and perennial fertility. 

It lies at an altitude of 4,500 feet and is surrounded bv a ring of 
forested mountains reaching to over 9,000 feet altitude, composed of 
the limestones, slates, anti quartzites, typical of the Mahabharat. 
Descending from the Chandragiri pass on the road from the plains, one of 
the most glorious views in all the Hi~rlalaya becomes visible. Imagine 
a great amphitheatre of well-wooded mountains, 15 miles in diameter, 
rising 2,000 to 4,000 feet above an emerald plain of intense cultivation, 
which is threaded by a broad river and dotted with many villages. In 
the centre of the plain, every detail clearly visible in the diamond air, 
lies Kathmandu, the city of palaces, and nearbv is Patan, the sacred 
city oi 1;emples. Beyond and behind the ring df encircling mountains, 
thkre rise the great ;nowy ranges, with Gosainthan and Ganesh Himal, 
giants of this wilderness of snow and ice, towering above a host of less 
known peaks and ridges; and far to the east, a distant view of 
Everest the unconquered. 

This land-locked basin to the Nepalese is Nepal, the rest is Mades 
or Pahar. It contains the seat of a,dministration and Government, 
as well as the signs and records of the oldest civilisation. ancient build- 
ings, temples. carvings of the last two tjhousand years (as are described 
elsewhere). The population of the vallcv exceeds 330,000. Thus 
its importanor bears no rela,tion to its ao~~parativel~ small size. The 
hulk of the population is Newar. but this race is prarticallv not, recruited 
at all for the Nepalese Army which is recruited chiefly fr"on1 the Chetris 
of the valley. 

There remains for c~onsiderat~ion the " Nades ", a continuous belt 
along the sorltlleril bollnclaries consisting of three distinct sub-zones, 



(1) the l'erai propcr, (2) the Bhakar, and (3) the C'huria and " Hhitri 
Mades ". It is these three zoncls w11ic-h chic~fly c.oncbern thi~ l~ook. as it 
is in them that the tigers and Ioo~a~~ls and rhino livr, and in thern 
therefore all tlie big game shikar oc.clurs. 

The Terai is a fertile wclll-watrred alluvial plain. ahout 2.50 to 600 
feet above sea-level. Originally the Terai was coverc~d with clcnsc~ 
forest and was notorious for its hnhnalthr and malarious climate. Hut 
now a large proportion of the wholc has ljeei1 (Iisforest(!d and cleared for 
cultivation, and the process is still continuing, altliough there are still 
islands and pocltets of forest of varving extent in some diatric.t.s. 
This Terai cultivation is fa.r more valuable and pays far higher land 
revenue than hill cultivation, and in fact the land -revenue from the 
Terai is more than IlaJf the total revenue of the whole kingdom from 
all sources. 

North of the Terai belt and south of the foot of the hills. approxi- 
lnatelv from 600 to 1.000 feet above sea-level, lies the Bhahar or, 
in aepali, the Clmrkosp jlrari (eight-mile wide forest). Here the 
Terai alluvium has been oveilaid br sand. pebbles and boulders, which 
during the course of ages have bee; washed d0ii.n fro111 the hills by the 
strearns and rivers. The soil is tirr, infertile for c~iltivat,i~n, and so 
porous that even drinking water is' usua!lr unol~tainable during most 
periods of the year. It is therefore unfit for eolonisation, and 
efforts to create village ~ett~lernents are foredoomed to failure. An 
example of such a failure is Anllekliguilj (the terminlis of the Sepal 
Government Rail~var leading to Kathmandu), which lneans the place 
of the free, where enlancipated slaves were given land and hnts, hut 
little or no cultivation survives to-day. The Rhahar is almost as 
malarious as the Terai, despite its dry nitore. 

Although this eight!-mile wide belt is unfit. for cliltivation, it is 
ideal for growth of forest trees, and the Bhahar still is. and always ~vill 
be, forest. The different types of forest are described in a la,t,er sirtion. 
This is par excellertc~ the belt of forest where the 3lahara.ja indlllges 
in his great sport of big game shooting. 

North of the Bhabar co~lle the foothills. the Chliria Range. This 
lamst rampart of the Hinlalavas rises abruptlv from the gently sloping 
pla,ins tlo a height of 2.000 tb 4,000 feet. tier 611 tier of ivild. bGoken and 
uninhabited coniltr\-. intersected bv ravines and streams where tigers 
and sambhar roan). Xear the moutLs of thr great Himalayan rivers, the 
I<osi. the Na,ra~ani and the Karnali, this range of foothills is composed 
of enornlous river deposits of boulders. pebbles and sand. These, as 
described elsewhere. were caught 11p in the la at spasins of Himalayan 
uplift a few illillioil years ago, to for111 these unstable hills liable to 
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swift erosion, but in Nepal prote~t~erl for the nlost part from soch erosion 
bv virgin forest. 

lfThere these old river deposits do not exist, and behind tlienl on 
t,hc north where thev do exist,, is found a range of sandstone liills (the 
geological nanle is Na,han sandstone) more stable, inore fertile. wit11 
still more luxurious forest vegetation. Between these two ranges are 
found the " I)uns ", the largest a,nd most faillous of which is the Chitawan 
big ganie preserve in the iiapti valley, a description of whirl1 is given 
in Chapter VI . 

FLORA AND FAUNA OF KEPAL. 

Since this is primarily a book on shikar, a short. description of 
the natllral history of ~eial is clearly indicated, the animals and birds 
of the forest and the forests in which they live. It is an axiom to say 
that the fauna of a country depends on the flora; while the flora 
clepends primarily on altitude, soil and rainfall. As might be expected, 
therefore, Nepal, with its unique range of altitnde (from 200 feet to 
39,000 feet above sea-level), its soil varying from rich alluvial plains 
to bare crystalline rocks, and its 1.ainfal1 from 150 inches on the outer 
ranges to perhaps a tenth of that amount behind the great mountains, 
has an amazing range and variety of both flora and fauna. The central 
position of Nepal in the great IIimalayan chain malres it the nlceting 
ground of east and west himalayan vegetatioil and races ; it provides the 
connecting link between the dripping broad-leaved evergreen forests of 
Sikkim and the drier pine and coniferous forests of the Gnited Provinces 
and the Punjab. As will be explained later, there is a gradual and 
progressive change in the forest type at any particular altitude as one 
proceeds from east to west of Nepal. This is due to the climatic factor. 

The altitude factor requires a division of the country into three 
zones or regions :- 

1. The lower region which includes the plains, Terai and Clhuria 
(Siwalik) toothills up to about 4,000 feet. 

2. The central region, conlprising t'lle bfahabharat and central 
hill ranges and valleys from 4,000 to 9,000 or 10,000 feet. 

3. The alpine region, whicli includes th n main I-Iimalayan 
chain and peaks above 10,000 feet. 

These three zones, altilougll overlappii~g t80 some extent, srlpport 
in general a fauna and flora nriiich are characteristic of thrce distinct 
geographical regions, tlie Cis-gangetic or 1 ndian, the Trans-gangetiv 
or Himalayan, and the Palae-arct>ic. It is ilecessary to repeat again 



that the flora ant1 tlr crcforc., indircwtly. t,llc fauna arcb i nfluc~nt.cd t)y tlle 
altitod~ factor working honl sou tlr to tlortlr , ant1 sirnulta~co~~~l IJII t 
to a less ext,c.nt hv the clinlatic fac.t,or working from c;tst to ~vchst. 

Thc lower Terai zone is charac*tcristvl 1,y ini~llensc exps~rsior~ of 
tropi(aa1 forest. Here the valuable Shorra rol,;lsta* iltt,tiin~ its optirnl~rn 
conditions of growt,lr, and with it are mixed niitny ot,h~r spcb(.i(*.q too 
numerous to ment#ion, columnar sterns rising 150 feet or nlorch in ~IOFIP 
array. Poorlv drained areas are saviinnalls of gigantic grasses. often 
twice the height of an elephant. The turl,ulent streanr beds are 
bordered with Dalbergia sissu and Acacia catethn, important for 
furniture timber and production of katha and catec.1111 respectively. 
The dry Churia hills produce baih grass (the basis of paper nianufacture 
in India) and tall Pinus longifolia. Orchids clothe tllc stems of trees 
and gigantic climhers smother their cro~vns. As descri~~tions of these 
forests accompany the descriptions of sliikar in different districts. it 
is unnecessarv to add more here. 

In the middle or Himalavan zone, genera that occur in Europe 
are more abundant. This and the Alpine zone together have four 
species of willows, eight species of eyergreen oaks, eleven rhododendrons 
and a, dozen conifers, besides birch. alder, hornbeam, elm. poplar and 
the valuable walnut. Other common species include Castanopsis, 
Magnolia, 1Iyrica nngi. Celt'is australis, Pieris ovalifolia. Jiichelia 
champaca, Boehmeria rugulosa and nianv others. 

As alreadv indicated, the charact.er of the forest varies progres- 
sively. In the east,, rhododendrons, oaks and magnolias predominate, 
the conifers being rhieflr Tsuga, br~~noniensis and larch. In the west. 
the evergreen forest and Tsuga are Isrgeh- replaced br the conifers 
of the north-west Himalayas, Pinus longaolia and exrelss, and the 
sacred deodar, all of which 'are commercially exploited. 

In the high Himalaya, dwarf rhododendron, juniper and birch 
struggle to live in a smother of snow, and with increasing altitude tlle 
last vestiges of veget.ation finally peter out tlo give place to naked rock 
and perpetual ice and snow. 

From time to time several distinguished bot.anists. including Sir 
Joseph Hooker, F.K.s., had made hotanica,l survevs and collections of 
Nepal flora, and this work was greatly advanced br t'he appointment. 
in 1932, of Professor R. N. Sharma, io carrv on the bot.anica.1 snnrev of 
Nepa'l. In t,lie course of his work he fou6d man7 new species and 
varieties of interesting plants and out of his laige collection, about 

* A li~t conlpiled by the writer of i6 comnlonest trees, climbers and shrub8 of the Terai forests, 
with bota~~ical, Hindustani and Nepali names, is given in the Appendix. 

5, BG 2 
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700 pla,nts were sent by His Higlrnibss lfallarajn8 .Too(ll~a Sllnmsliere to 
llis JIajestv King George V, \vhicll \c-ere a,ckoc,wle(lg~(i hy Sir Clive 
JVigr;tnl as follows : -- 

LC The specimens have arrived safely and have heen nnpa.c.kcd and 
sorted. Tl~er are a gloriolls lot, and 1' ileed l~a~rdlv ,say how grn,ttef~ll 
Their ~lajest~ies are to Your Jliglmess for all the trol;l)le ).ou Ilave taken. 
Tlrer are certain to create glpat excitement among tile botanists, as 
the& innst be quite a nnn~her they have never had the pleasure of 
exanlining before, ant1 never would liave but for Your Ilighness's 
lcindness in 11a~ing them collecteci." Later, Professor SIra,r~na, was 
prcsentetl with the lioyal Hort,icliltural Societ;v's goltl nleda,l. 

T. Hay in " Plants for the Connoisscws " and " Pl:~,l~ts of Nepal " 
(Jour. Roy. Hort., Sec. LIS. ir, 459-462) spealis very lligI11~ of 
RIe,c.onopsis, Gentian. Potentilla, Primula, Anelnone, Cyananthus and 
other beal~tifol pl;~,nts collected 11~- the Botanical Department. Nepal, 
wllicll was instituted by His Highness. l\Titllin a short period of two 
years Professor Sliarnla liad collected s~ifficirnt material for the develop- 
ment of minor forest produce. Now the departmeilt supplies several 
thoasan(1 rupees worth of crude drugs to the world marlret. The success 
ncllieved by this depsrt~nent is mainlv due to the keen interest talien 
by His ~iglrness 3fsllaraja Joodlla ~lklmshere J. B. R. 

The variety and abundance of t'he fauna increase progressivelj- 
wit'll decreasing' altitude and increasing hxuriance of the ~eget~ntioir. 

. 

Jn the high Blpirle none, species and animals are relativelv few, 
and in(:lrlde the snow leopard and marmot ; blraral, ibex. alnd talrr 
represent the sheep arld goats, yak the bovines. possiblv tlre rare 
Tibetan stag exists in the uncxplored districts north of thr great axis. 
In this zone also are found some glorious pheasants, the rare blood 
pheasant, the Ilandsornc tra,gopan and the srlperl) monal. 

The nriddle Himalayan zone has a richer fauna,. The cat tribe 
includes the leopard. the beautiful clouded leopard, and t'lle rare golden 
cat, while the civets include the tiger civet, Ilirnxlava~n civet and 
pamdoxurus. Jaclcals, wild dog and two species of fox occur in this 
and tlre Terai zone, as does also the black Himalayan 1)enr and rate1 
(badger). The beautiful slrv flying squirrels are represented by four 
species. the goats by the serow and gural, the cervidae 11~- thr irlusli 
deer, and the red lrarlcing deer, wlricll, like the porcupine and mongoose, 
the red monkey and the grey ape (langnr), is equally abundant in 
the Terai. 

Anlongst the game birds of the Himalavan zone mar. be mentioned 
the cl~ir and lialij pheasants, the chikor, 'black partrage and wood 
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partridge, while various sortq of pigcon, snipe ant1 ot~r.nsiona1 tlr~t-k ihre 
seen in the valley of Xepal. 

The Terai zone has a still more abundant an(1 varied fauna. Tljc 
great Terai forests are the home of the tiger and I(wl);trd, the sloth 
bear, the wild elephant, tlie great Inclian rhino(-cros arltl the wild buffalo. 
The deer tribe includes the sambhar. gond or swanlp (leer, cahittil, parha 
or hog deer and the little mouse deer. while the arit,elopes arc r~pres~ntcd 
bv the black blick and four-horned antelope. and wilt1 pig. \vhic>h are 
too appreciated by the Nepalese to he aholdant. 

Amongst the smaller animals mav he mentioned the fishing vat, 
leopard cat and cornlnon jungle cat. The large anti snlall csivet. the 
beantiful black and vellow giant squirrel witoh three ot,her spcht.ies of 
squirrels, and that \;.eirrl msly animal. tile pangolin, add furtller 
variety. 

The principal game birds are the peacock, jungle fowl and 1,lac.k 
partridge, while migratorv d~ick and geese swarm on the j11il.r and great 
rivers of the Terai. 

It is scarcely surprising that the Terai has a.lways been regnrded 
as a sportsman's paradise. 

When King George V came in 1912 to slloot in the Xepal Terai. 
and again when the Prince of Wales cailie ten Tears lat,er. wonclerlul 
col~ecGons of live anirna>ls of Nepal were presehted br the )laharaja 
to His hfajesty and H. R. H., to enrich the zoological gardens of the 
Enlpire. These included - 

(1) In 1911, a young elephanb. as roung rhinoceros, snow leopards, 
panthers. bears. ~&eta~n jackals. ~ibe'tan nrastiffs. harasingh. sanlbhar. 
hog deer, chital, jacltals, mongooses, with other small nlarnnlnls 
together with peacoclrs, jungle fowl, several s0rt.e of pheasants a'nd 
partridges. 

(2) In 1921, 1 babv elephant. 1 rhino calf. 2 leopard cats, 
1 Himalaran black bea,r,'l black leopard, 1 clouded leopard. 1 tiger, 
1 ~ibet,anfox, 1 mountain fox. 2 samhhars. 1 tahr. 3 musk deer. 1 unicorn 
sheep, 1 four-horneti sheep. 1 one-horned Tibetan shawl goat. 2 Tibetan 
mastiffs and 4 pups, 1 monitor and 1 pvthon. Tllr birds includecl Nepal 
ltalij, white-crrst'ed Icalii, niooal. chir, knd koklas pheasant. chikor and 
swamp partl.idg~s, pigeon. bronze-winged doves. adjut'ant birds. 
hawl<s and peafowl. Wonderful c~llect~ions indeed ! 

Of tile wonderful avifauna of Nepal, no detailed account. can be 
given here. It will suffice to me~ltion that Brian Hodgson, who resided 
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in Nrpa,l from 1816 t,o 1843, and to whose labo~irs we are indebted for 
alllrost all our knowledge of the natural liistory of this wo~iderful 
countr?-. recorded over 560 species of birds*, and the vast collection 
wllicll lie presented t,o the British Afusellm inell~ded over 9,500 speci- 
mens of birds, !I00 of mammals, and 80 of reptiles. 

This sketch of Nepalese flora and fauna ~nust suffice to indicate 
what a pa,radise this marvellor~s coont,ry is to the lover of wild animal 
and bird life, to tlie naturalist a,nd to the forester. 

HABITS OF SOME WILD ANIRTAIAS. 

,4s this book deals chiefly n-itlh tigers and leopards and other 
animals of the Terai forests below the Himalayas, some notes on their 
habits and rustJorns may be of interest to thoie readers who have not 
had the opportunity of studying them as the author has had during 
the last 30 years. 

There are several widespread misconceptions about wild animals 
in tlle jungles. The average stranger appears to l~elieve, (1) that tigers 
and bears will growl at him round everv bush ; (2) that it is essential 
to go armed to the teeth wit11 rifles and revolvers ; (3) that he will 
be besieged by sna,kes, and (4) that in fact he takes his life in his hand by 
ent,ering tlie jungles at all ! How different it is in reality every forest 
officer knows. .li man mav consider himself lucltv or nnluckv, according 
to tlie point of view, if tiger growls at him inre a year and a bear 
once in five vears, and even if he sees then1 so often. As regards arm. 
the sportsman naturallv takes weapons because he hopes to shoot 
something, while the fork officer may take a gtln if lie wishes to sopple- 
ment the larder, very seldom a rifle, and never a revolver. Snakes, 
again, are conspicuor;slv ahsent in the Trrai forest except during the 
late hot weather and rains, when the forests are closed. It is empllatir- 
ally true, as Champion has pointed orit, that one is infinitely safer 
~rallting in the Terai jungles than in the streets of IAondon. There are 
dangers, very consideiahle dangrrs, but not the sort tlre avera,ge stranger 
recogniscls. and against which arrns and munitions are useless ; for 
example, wild bees and the anopheles rrlosquito and unboiled drinking 
water. These are tlre dangers the experienced jungle-dweller worries 
about, not the carnivora,, pachyderms and snakes. 

Having removed some common misconceptions, let us consider 
first the tiger. This magnificerit animal is popularly regarded a,s tlle 

* The majority are described and many illustrated in Smybhies' " Birds of Burma ". 





22 Rig Gnntr S/tooti,~,q ill Kc pal. 

epitome of hrrltalitv, crnelty i~~l(l savagery, t1he t~rpe (in popular litera- 
tllre) of a,ll that is ioathed in ordinary huinan intercourse. It is u. gross 

\\-icked lil~el. The avemqe tiger, lord of the jungle, is neither cruel 
nor savage ; like man, he lcills for food, but, ur~lilie man, lie ~OPS not 
kill \vantonl?- for sport. IVhen he kills. he kills etTi(~ient1v and allnost 
i~~stantnneoosly, and does not gloat over t#he agony of his victims. 
Having not,hing to fear in t,l~e forest, he is completelv fearless, hut he 
does rerogaisc a man as an overlord, and wllen mct' hy chance on a 
juilgle path lie politely turns aside and gives the right-of-way. 
?his makes a chance encounter with a tiger a positive. plenszlre, one 
of the chief pleasores of a jungle life. (It is verr different with the 
stupid quarrelsome bear, who, very often, does nit politely turn aside 
and give the right-of-wa,y.) 

There are, of rourse, exceptions. An old and mangy tiger with 
decayed teeth 01. some physical detects, which cannot kill jungle animals, 
nlav turn cattle-killer, and then man-killer, and become a terror to a 
dozen jungle villages. d tigress with young cubs will first growl a 
warning and then attack and drive off any man or a party of men 
blundering near her young family. A hungry tiger, enjoying a, sncculent 
meal of venison or pork, will not willingly depart without protest. 
These exceptions do not disprove the general rule that the average 
trhance-nlet and undisturbed tiger in the jungle is really a welcome, 
interesting, and friendly acqnaintance, and not a source of fear or 
danger to man. But doubtless the average stranger to jungle life will 
not believe this. 

In this book, however. this aspect of a tiger is not very evident, 
so it is the more necessary to i~lention it. When, however, a tiger is 
hunted and chivied and chased, he becollies annoved. If he can find 
no way of escape, he becomes really angry. When cornered and 
wounded, his armament of claws and teeth; his tremendous energy 
and power, his superb pluck and fearlessness, co1n1)ine to make him the 
most terrifying and the most dangero~ls animal in all the jungles. This 
is the view of tiger that is presented again and aga,in in this boot, \vhi(*Ii 
follows inevitably from the nietllod of the &laharaja's shilrar. But 
it is an abnormal view, as abnormal as the view the author oiwe had 
of a, tiger clirnhing a tall tree to l<nock his wife out of 11cr higl~ rnacllnn, 
and does not i-epresent the tvpical live-and-let-live ;~ttitucle of a tiger's 
life. 

A Terai tiger, on the whoie, has a grand tirnr. He is so ptlrfe(.tly 
suited to his erivironnlent that he lias no difficulty (unless diseased or 
maimed) in obtaining abundance of food and l;eeping in splendi(l 
condition. IIis t.reinendous shoulclers itlid bulging IIIIIS~~PS are ill 

striking contrast to the urlsroidable parodies of tigers in zoos all the 



world over, which do not cover tcbn or fifteen ~nilcs a 1lig11 t, 11or l~roak the 
great neck of a huflalo or a tsan11)I~ar ~titg. JVl~cn aho~it on(? \.clar oI(1, llc 
leaves his rnot,t~er a11r1 fanlily anrl succesr;f~~llv fends for *llin~i(~lf, in 
due course picking up a mate. The anat of hrec&;ling by wild tigm 11;m 
very rarely been actually seell, hut has more oftell been I~c~ard. as it 
is rliaracterisrd by an appalling amount of noise. A tiger will oftc~n 
stay with his mate for years, successfully raising one faniilv of cubs 
after another. If the iriale cubs do not leave w11c.n thev slio~ld. SOIIIC- 

times trouble arises. The author knew a big tiger and tigress who lived 
together for seven years, and twice in tl~at period the father killed 
one of his sons when about seven feet long--probably for 1)ecotriing 
obstreperous with his nlotller. In each case there \;.as not ;I mark 
on the cub's body, except tooth marks on the llcad, and the skl~ll 
crushed and cracked like a walnut ! Such is the strength of a big 
tiger's jaws. 

The illustrations in this book give a poor idea of a tiger's wonderful 
camouflage. because they were niostlr take11 when the tiger was 
attacking or being chased. (Photo (i) on plate 6 is an exception, and 
gives a good idea of a tiger's power of concealment.) A tiger's favourite 
haunts are in the Terai savannahs, or along the margins of streanis, 
or in the foothills, where for seven nlontlls of the year (Dec.ember to 
June) the grasses are red or ochre or brown with which the rufous and 
black stripes blend perfectly. In spite of this. Ilowever, the eves of the 
other forest denizens, incredibly quick to catcli szovemnc~rt, ofien pierce 
his disguise, and a tiger's ro~te'tliroo~h the forest is frequently marked 
by the alarin calls of his potential prey, a sambhar's nielodidus bell, a 
cliital's or a porcupine's treble call, a karkor's llarsli bark, a grev 
ape's violent A- a-a-- aw. IV11y the hr~,qr,r (grey aye) slio~ild g& 
more excited over a tiger than a leopard is a jungle ~nystery, since 
the latter is the Iangnr's real danger. Perhaps it is some race-inherit,ed 
instinct. 

Magpies and crows chatter and caw vociferously at the sight of 
a tiger ; these little thieves. who steal a meal froni a tiger's kill when 
they can, have been too often disturbed by the tiger's approach not to 
feel annovance at t'lie sight of one. A tiger, on the other hand, feels 
(and roars) his annow1.t. at the siglit of vultures. those larger thieves 
who spoil his kill altJogetlrer. unless it is carefully concealed and carefully 
guanled. He nillst experie~ice great satisfaction when. as ocvasionalf; 
happens, lie mallages to kill one tliat has failed to escape his swift 
return. 

In the cold weat,lier. n tiger likes to lie up in the day in the warm 
dry savannah grasses of t,lle Tera,i. or on a sunny spur in the foothills. 
He hates the fierce heat of an Indian summer as much as a European, 
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(i) TIGER SNARLINGI. 

-- 

(ii) TIGER PREPARES TO CHARGE. 
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and then he is found in the cool shady c.anekraltcs of the Teriti 
or on a patch of damp sand hv a shadv rock in some wild stjrclanl of 
the foothills. 

Ax regards a tiger's senses, it is well known that while his sense 
of smell is negligible, his hearing and especially his eyesight are siniply 
marvellous. It is however movement and not stationary ohjccts that 
catch the tiger's eye. Once the author sat on a bare burnt fireline 
by the side of a forest road watching, in full view hut unfieen, a tiger 
come leisurely along the road from a quarter of a mile away to within 
a dozen yards. Then the orderly's nerve hrolte, and he dashed up 
a tree. With his first slight movement, the tiger saw the two humans 
and bounded lightly away into the tsll grass nearby. On another 
occasion the author sat unobserved on another ihl~ared fireline, 
watching, at a railge of about 40 yards, a faiililv of 4 large tigers 
playing in the sunshine, until after a quarte; of an hour or 
so they moved off into the forest. In both cases, it rnay he noted, 
no weapon was available and it wa,s knowledge, not hrarado. that 
enabled the interesting scene to be enjoyed without a sense of fear. 
But had t,hc family included young i,ubs, it would have been quite 
another matter ! 

The enorinous power which n tiger can exert in his spring is well 
illustrated bv an incident in the hfaharaja's diary, when a big tiger, 
dragging his" kill, weighing probably ifr to 2 hundredweight,, came to a 
sheer bank of over 15 feet. Carrving his kill. he leapt this in one bound. 

The author salv a similar case in another part of the Hinlalavas, 
where a small stream cascaded over a sheer waterful of 11 feet. whiih a 
tiger negotiated in a hound, carrying a full-grown hill bullock. 

Someone once wrote that the tiger is a gentleman, but the leopard 
is a bounder, a statenlent, which is verr largely correct. The dog- 
snatching leopard of hill stations and cantonments is a rlnirersal and 
unavoidable evil of Himalayan sanaboria. So is the goat and co\fr- 
killing leopard of jongle add hill villages. \Then he turns to man- 
killing he is a perfect terror, witness the fainous man-eating leopard of 
Rudraprayag in British G:trhwal. which killed 126 liunlan beings before 
he was finally shot. The boldness of this animal was incredible. His 
favollrite method of hunting was to go into a village at night, push 
at the doors until he found one open, and then go in and drag out the 
nearest hunlan being. Towards the end, such was the terror he created 
that evcrj. hut and building within a ten-mile rdius of Rudraprayag 
was barricaded every night. 

Wherc tigers abound, leopards a.re scarce, and vice versa. As 
tigers increase or decrease, leopards show a corresponding decrease 
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or increase, aild generally speaking leopards shun the vicinity of tigers, 
It. is re~llarltable that on several occasions in the lfaliaraja's slioots, 
one ring shorlld have enclosed both a tiger and a leopard. 

Leopards are bea~lt~iful tree-climbers and verv arboreal, and, as 
recorded elsewhere in this book, quite a number have been shot bv the 
llaharaja up trees. Several cases are known of a leopard being trekd by 
a pack of wild dogs. It is also quite common for a leopard to pull his 
kill up onto a tree. The author once saw a chital stag in a fork of a 
tree 15 feet from the ground, in an open place not far from a forest 
encampment. Vultures were perched around, hungry but incapable of 
eating the kill in a tree. The next day, half the chital still remained, 
and now 35 feet up the tree, with the hungry and tantalised vultures 
still hanging about. 

The leopard excels even the tiger in its power to nlalte itself 
invisible, and to move silently as a shadow. Sitting up in a quiet 
nlachan over a Itill, one usually sees and/or hears a tiger approaching 
some way off, but a leopard-materialising out of thin air-is suddenly 
there, with no sound or sign how it arrived. In the ring shoots df 
Nepal, leopards sonletimes manage to sneak out unseeh, but a tiger 
never does. 

It is interesting to see leopards hunting in couples, exhibiting 
team work. On several occasions a leopard has been seen lying 
concealed and motionless on the horizontal branch of a tree, while 
its mate rrlanaevres about on the ground, trying to drive or f~~ighten 
a sarnbhar hind or a herd of chital under that narticrllar tree. 

I 

And, reversing the position, a leopard has been seen clinlbi~~g about 
on trees laden with numerous brown monlteys, trying to drive one 
or two t'o make a hasty dash from one tree to anotllkr along the ground 
where the !eopard's mate was lying concealed, hoping to cs,tch one 
ell route. 

The onlv other carnivorous animal of any irrlportarlce in the footllill 
forests is tho wild dog. The size of a collie, and as red as a fox, the 
wild dog usually hunts in smilll packs of six to tcn not in Il~~i~dreils ass 
Kipling dea:ribed it1 the ju~~gle books. Thc 1notllo(1 c~t~plo~-o(l 1)~ a 
pack ill killing their prey is, from the llutrlsll point of view. iltogrhlrr 
abominable. They are quite tirelcss and hunt their prospcc:tive kill - 
a sarnbhar Iiind, for example - for rnilcs, in the end usllally driving it 
into an open stream hcd. The author once disturbed a pacli in :t stony 
river bed wliich had just brougl~t down a, sambhnr hind. It was still 
alive, the flanks were bleeding from n score of bites and 1)otll CJ'(:S had 
heen bitten out. But for the ititcrruptio~~, the pack woulcl 11;tve started 
to eat it, helpless but still alive. 





Ixhinos ocrrlpy 21. ro~~spir~~o~~r plaw in the Afaharajn's shootitlg 
tli;lq-. 1,ut t,lle author's experience of these great beasts is as limited 
as tl~eir distribution. (*4 few specirllcns of the great Indian rhinoc.eros 
still survive in pa,rts of Bengal a8nd Assam, but in appreciable IIUII~~~ 

tllev amre now tjo b~ fo~lnd onlv in thc famous Chitawan vallpv 
in &epal.) 

The undisturbed rhino appears to be as inoffensive as he looks 
alarnling. One evening a specimen. that must have weighed a couple of 
tons, took np his stance a few rards in front of the author's tent, and 
di~t~urbed the process of bringing his dinner. The beating of a frying 
pan on a kerosine tin did not perturb him, nor annoy him, but he moved 
off quietly when a shot was fired in the air, and the delayed dinner was 
resunled. He could of course have trampled the whole camp flat in a 
few monlents if he had so desired. During the nights of early winter 
in Chitawan. nunlbers of rhino visit the ricefields ripening to 'harvest, 
returning in the early dawn to the areas of tremendous grass growtll 
and scattered riverain trees of semal, khair and sissu near the rivers. 
111 the hot weather, when all tlhe forests and most of the grassy savannahs 
hare been burnt, thev can he seen, a dozen or a score at a time, wallowing 
in jungle pools and hackwaters. In the rains, when the tall green 
grasses are shooting np everywhere, they scatter and graze in all the 
open forests. 

The Tharu cultivators are kept busy on winter nights, clanging 
tins over their fields. They also dig deep trenches-almost minature 
tank traps-to check the rhino's depredations. 

The rhino has the curious habit of going regiilarly for davs to the 
same spot to deposit his droppings (which look like droppings df a small 
elephant), until they form quite a high pile ; these little pyramids of 
droppings are a common feature in Chit!awan. 

Major Lamlit Bahadnr (His Highness's head shikari) has supplied 
the following additional and interesting details about rhino. Although 
rhino are usuallv fairly harmless, under certain conditions they can 
be very dangerous. As a COW with calf will charge a man 'or an 
elephant, so also will a mtrsth rhino ; while a wollnded rhino or one 
that has once been wounded and has recovered is particularly 
dangerous. 

An extraordinary feature of rhinos is their behaviour towards a 
padah tied up as bait for a tiger. A male mztsth rhino will attack it 
and kill it ; a female rhino, on the other hand, shows a strong protective 
reaction, and will stay by or near the little paduh. Should a tiger make 
his appearance during the night, she scares him away and will not allow 



Plysiagrapi~ y and Nnt wal H,i~bry of A'P~ML/. 29 

11irn to make a kill. It is suggested tl~nt t,he ferllalc rhino in rrr)rrrcA way 
eo~lfuses the young buffalo for n your~g rbino. and ilrra-r thiw l,n,te,vti\v.c* 
attitude ! 

It is hoped that these random notes 011 the natural history of r~orrle 
of the animals frequently mentioned in the Maharaja's nhikar diary 
rnlty prove of interest*. 



CHAPTER 111. 

A SHORT LIFE-SKETCH OF HIS HIGHNESS 
THE MAHARAJA. 

B EFORR procrcding to deacrihr the 3lallaraja's sliikar exploits, 
it will 1)e of interest to give a sllort life-sli~tc.11 of t,lle ruler of 
the indepencla,nt Itingtlonl 1vJii~11 has I)tv~ll briefly described in 

the previoris chapter. Tt will I)r vrrv short. as a (~onlpl~tr ar(aolu~t 
rnollld fill a roltune, and that irlrlst 'be tJhe work of some future 
Iiistorian. 

He was l~orn on the fourth day of Raisalill 1932 (April 19, 1875 
A.D.) at Iiathnlandll. He was the tenth (and yolil~gest) son in the 
line of succession of Cencra.1 Dliir Sllnn~sllere, who had hel(1 for a long 
time the office of Commander-in-C!ljef and practically that of Prime 
Minister also. In accordance with tlie 1isna1 custom he was created a 
Colonel of the Nepal Army in his infa11c.v ", IN tllc Prirne Minister Jang 
Bahadur (elder brother of Dhir Shumshere). 

In 1884 when the boy Joodha was eight or nine years old, his 
father General Dhir Sll11rnsiie1-e died, and with the death of this power 
Ijellind the Prime lfinister, a period of disturbance followed. 

At 16 he was appointed General, and his niilitary duties 
began in earnest,. Two years later hr was pronioted to the comniand 
of the Patan Brigntle. During his early manllood General Jootllia 
suffered from poor ile;~ltll. but his strong character and powerful sense 
of duty enabled llinl to overcome this handicap. 

With the death of Rfaliaraja Bir, and after Deva Maharaja Chandra' 
Shnnlshere became Prirlie i\Iinister, General Joodha becamt. Command- 
ing General at the age of 28. Ie accompanied his 1)rotlier tlie 
Bfahnraja Chamha in 1908. in tIhr ci~pacity of Chief General of his staff, 
to Europe and visited Britain, Frmlve, Switzerland and italv. He 
filled this post again when l<illg George 1' came for liis famoll; shoot 
in the Nepal l'era,i in 1911. Two yr.;irs lnt,er 1le becalnp senior 
Commanding General and tllus responsible for the orga,tlisatio~~, 
training and aqnip~nent of tllc Ncpalesr iirrnv, a largr (:ont!i!)g~nt of 
which went to British Inclia at the outbreill< bf the first world war of 
1914-18. 
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From 1926 he ~ufferecl again from ill healt,l~. ant1 at one time the 
iloct,ors despaireil of Ilis life. It was due to tlie efiki~nt niedi(.al aid 
and ministration of an eminent Ayurvedic phvsiciar~, Kaviraj Sivanath 
I<ei11a1, that IIis Hig111ies~'s life was not 0111i S~VP~, bllt lip till now 
llis Ilighness is keeping perfertlv fit and well. But hefore the death 
of his I~rother Maharaja C:liandra,. Ire llad fortunately ret~lrned to perferlt 
llealth and vigoiir, and during the life of Xahnraja Bllinl Slillnlsl~ ere 
he occupied the i~nport~ant administrative post of ('omnlandcr-in-('llief. 
On his death in Scpten~ber 1932, llis Highness Maliaraja .Jootlha 
Shumshere became Prinle RIinister ant1 Jlaharaja, and for thc last ten 
years t,he pro~perit~y of his peopl~ ant1 the tlestiriy of Ilis ro~intrv have . -. . 
been in h~s hands. 

The Maharaja was 58 vcars old when 11c becanie Prime Minister. 
For more tllari 30 venrs u.ncler llaharajas Bir. ('llandra and Rhim, 
he had held irllportint aclniinistrative and military posts. and was 
thoroughlv experienced in the art of statesnlanship *and trained to the 
high ofice he has since adorned. 

Within a few months of his accession, the Prime Minister was 
faced with a national disaster altogether without precedent. On 
January 15, 1934, when the Maharaja was shooting in tlie Sara 
Muluk (see chapter V), the appalling earthquake which shattered ~i6ar 
and north-east India generally wrought terrible havoc in tlie valley 
of Nepal. which was near tlie epi-centre. Many of tlie old stone temples 
suffered severelv, including Mahabudha. (1t' is interesting to record 
that this temple \\.as built about 280 B.C.. and in tlie foundation was 
fourid a parcllinent giving exact details arid nieasurements of tlie temple 
froni which it has since been accuratelv reconstructed.) But it is worth 
noting that the pagoda-like wooden 'ten~~les escaped almost entirelr, 
while the most fanlous and sacred of all, Sha~anibbunat~l~ of the 
Buddhists and Pashllpati of the Hindus. were also unscathed. 

It may be noted thai His Highness has contributed in all nearly 
Rs. 75,00,000 (f580.000) including. inaterials and no one would no& 
imagine that tlie vallev of Nepal had ever suffered an earthquake at, 
all ! The Joodha roaA. t,he main thoroughfnre bet\veeo the parade 
ground and the Durbar square in Kathmandu. is a fine modern creation, 
60 feet wide, lined with fine sllol~s a~:d hoi~ses. and lit with neon lights ! 
It is largely clue to His TTighness's action and energ\- that Nepal has 
made so rapid a recovery from one of the grea4test disasters iii all its 
history. 

While Maharaja Joodha's iia,lne will alwavs be associated with 
tlie remarkable recoverv of Nepal from the great earthquake, there 
have been many ot,ller' developnlents and activities during t'he nine 





years of Jiis nil(.. (:liief among tlirse ia perhaps (r.onoa~ir. (lrvelopn~c~rt,, 
and among thr itenls of rc.onoiniv importanet: to the oountry may be 
mentioned a big jute mill, a soap fitctory, a match factory, new hydro- 
electric power houses near Kat,hmandu and Elforang, a new branch of 
the Ne a1 Government Railwav at Jayanagar, and the creation of the 
Nepal ganlc and its branches in Terai districts. To examine and plan 
further developments, the important nevelopment Board was set up 
with C'omrnanrling General Bahadur as President. which is s~~pplemcnted 
bv the Board of Agric.ult,~~re and Porestrv. under ~'o~nrnltnding General 
~a,i ser. 

The Mallaraja has taken a keen interest it1 tlw tlevelopnlelit of 
cottage i~i(~ostriks. for wbicl~ a spec*iaI department Lax i,evli startcvl 
and special funds allotted. 

On the civil side, reforms in tlie civil adnlinistration of the countrv 
have been inaugurated. too non1rrous to inention in detail. but the 
following tieserve brief reference. .4 svstem of ye~~sions for civil 
servants. (Previous1 y no pensions xhetevcr were pavablr ill Sepal.) 
The j~tdieiary anrl &evutive have been separated.   he wllolr Terai 
fro111 east to' west has been. and is being, linked up by telephone wit11 
l(atlimandu, facilitating adnrinistration in thifi land of di6c.u l t 
c*onimunications. Arrears of long outstanding fines, court fees. rht~. .. 
Ila,ve been renritted to the value of many lakhs of rupees. 

On the social side, abuses have been abolished and steps of a far- 
reaching character iritrotluced. Thus t'he Hindu c.ustoni of wild 
t~xtravagance on nlarriages and wedding feasts has been coinpletelv 
stopped by fixing a prescribed ~nasinir~nl on these. arid the same applies 
to funerals. 

On the nlilitarv side. the opening of the BIilitary Acadeniv School 
and Armv savings Bank, Army pensions and the expansih of an 
explosive' and amnlunition fart'ory. and additions to the Nepal 4rnly, 
should be mentioned. 

On the political side. the creation of a Minister. and appoi~ltment 
of a Minister, in London has been an important step, and diplonlatic 
missions have been sent to Belgium. France. Italy and elsewhere. Tlre 
Mal~araja 11:~s also made diplomatic visits to  leih hi and Calcutta fro111 
time to time. 

These visits ill rrulain ever nle~rlorable in t.hr annals of Nepal. 
in so far as thev garr striking proof of the big11 cstreln and regard iin 
which the Mahakja is held not o~ilr by his co~uitrymm but also br the 
Government and the people of india. During His Highness's ribit tro 
New Delhi in Januarv 1935. he st>ayed in the Nizam's Palace as the 
special guest of the 'lTiveroy, and a magniti(.ent niilitnry rnanaurre 
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at1 p:~rade, in which 15,000 troops took part,, ~va~s held in his hoaour- 
a special n~arlc of respect and recognit'io~l which no other Eastern iluler 
or potcnt,atc appears to hare ever received in India's ca(pita1. Again 
whc11 the BIal~ttraja visited Calcutta in December 1939, he received 
manv inore convincing proofs of India's cordiality and affection towsrtls 
llim "expressed in nmnv a meeting and civic reception held in his honour, 
and yet annother signal mark of distinction, viz., the insignis of the Order 
of G.C.B. (Militanr) which was conferred upon him by His Excelle~lcy 
the Viceroy, the ilfarquis of Linlithgow, at a special investiture ceremony. 
Indeed, the JIaharsja7s visits evokeci great enthusiasm and interest 
in India. 

At the ~utbrea~k of tlhe war in September 1939, the Maharaja 
foresaw that the struggle would be long and hard, and as a staunch 
friend of Britain and supporter of the British cause he immediately 
came forward with a spontaneous offer of friendly help, whioh was 
gladly and gratefullv accepted by the Government of India. That 
help included the clkspatch of two brigades of the Nepalese Regular 
,4r1ny to India, nnder the command of His Highness's eldest son, 
Commanding General Bahadur Shunwhere J. B. R. (formerly the first 
Nepalese Minister in London). The recluest for recruits from Nepal 
for the British Gurkha Regiments in India also found a ready response, 
with the result that verv soon the strength of the Gurkha battalions 
of the Indian Brmy &as doubled, i.o., increased from 20 to 40 
battalions. Requests for 10 to 14 thousand more Gurkha recruits were 
subsecluentlv received and by special recruiting measures were complied 
with. ~his"was a tremendous effort for a comparatively small country, 
but carried out punctually and efficiently under His Highness's 
directions. 

Nepal's ~ontribut~ion to the war effort was not confined tlo the 
s~ipplv of troops and rec,ruits. The output of timber and other 
materials for war purposes was considerably increased, while money 
contributions to the various war organisations were also liberally given. 

All this shows how closely the Maharaja has associated himself, 
and the country he rules, with Great Britain, and his determination 
to do everything that this small and independent kingdom can do to 
help the Brit,ish Empire in her life-and-death struggle. 

His Highness Maharaja Joodha Shunlshere Jung Rahadur R.ana, 
though over 66 years old, is an indefatigable worlter, wonderfully 
active and vigorous. Being a very devout Hindu, he rises early in 
the morning, takes his bath, his puja, goes out for a 
morning ride, after which he hears in detail prtblic petitions presented 
by the Bintipatra Niksari Adda, with the petitioners picked out standing 
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beforc him. I!!ven the poorest of his subjec.ts a,rc grilntctl audicnc:e 
aiid this personal touch with the ruler ix vev 11iglllv t:stt:e~l~ctl and 
appreciated by his subjeats. Ire then hears tb(: offic:lal'lt:tters of Chittlli 
Niksari Adda and t,he papers brought hy t'he E-Tazuria General. In 
order to keep himself in close tonc.11 with the working of cb\,crv cicpi~rt- 
ment of administration the Maharaja, everv rlav after his illnriing meal 
at 12, gets into telephonic communication" with all heads of important 
departments. He then attends to the official corrcspontlt~lic.e of the 
war office, and then takes a short rwt. JIe t,olrles out at :{ or 4 p.m. 
when the heads of the several depart'ments according to routine c;onlc 
in turn with their papers for liis necessary inst,ruc.tions. IIc: then goes 
out for an airing on an elephant towards Tundikhel after wliicll Ile 
reads newspapers and listens into radio neus. Then 11e takes rest 
and notes important points of the day. After supper he t,al;es his 
night's rest. 

Everv Saturday is his day of norninal rest: for he has to attend 
to persoial affairs. 

When the Maharaja goes on a long tour in the Terai, the schedule 
of work is modified. It sllould be nlentioncd that all the iinportant 
officers accompany him. Normally, on tour, High Highness att,cnds to 
correspondence and office work from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Then after 
lunch, if there is a ringed iiger or other shikar, lie sallies forth to enjo~- it. 
On off days he continues ~ith office work froill 2 tlo 4 p.m., and then 
gets some fresh air on an elephant. Tlle combinatinn of \vork. touring. 
and shilcar, make these periodic visits to the o~itlying parts of his domain 
a very busy and strenuous time. 

Rut this book is concerned chieflv with the JIaharaja as a shikari 
and sportsman, and the following 'brief description is given by 
one who has often seen him in action :- 

" What strikes one chieflv and primarilv about His Highness is 
his absolute fearlessncss. He goes into a ring raging \vitli tigers, and 
remains throughout cool, calm, and collectred. never flurried nncl readv 
for all eventualities. By nature a.nd abundant practice he is a magni- 
ficent rifle shot, quick to spot the aninla1 in the thick grass or under- 
growth and quick to kill it as soon as a fair opportunity arises. IIis 
knowledge of wild animals of the jungle is immense, and his s'uikar- 
craft inost impressive." 

The striking illustration of His Highness ainling at a tiger, which 
is in the very act of leaping on his elephailt (see plate 23), is a fine 
example of his coolness and nerve. 

It will be convenient here to summarise His Highness's ~lnique 
record of shikar. Other individuals may, in a life-tinie of shootling, 



Iravc csc.eeded t,lle t>otal bag of tigers shot (his ilnc*lt~ ,Jung Bullnclur is 
ouc for exainple), hut for veloc~itv or ~.;ipi(li tv of shooting, there is 
~lotlring, it is helieved. to approarh the follo\i;ing rcvords of big game 
Icilled in the Marllaraja's shoots : 

(1) Individual nail!! bags : Seven t>ige~.ti, 5 rhinos, and 5 bears. 

(2) Single seasot& bag : In one season, covering 68 days, the 
tot,al bag included 120 tigers, 38 1.1linos. 28 leopa'r(ls. 1 R 
bears, i 1 crocodiles anti 1 elephant (captured). 

In another short season of 21 dam. tlhe 1)a.g wa,s 41 tigers, 
14 rhinos and 2 leopards. 

(3) Total bag in seven seasons : 433 tigers. 53 rhinos. 93 ieopards, 
22 bears, 20 crocodiles. 1 wild l)llffalo, 3 elephants (cap- 
tll?ed). and man\- wild dogs, hyena, (leer, etc:. 

(4) His Highness has shot the world record for Indian leopard, 
t'lie measurements, as recorded in " Rowlan(1 Mrarcl's 
Records of Big Gar119 ", are-- 

Length before skinning . . 9 feet 4 inches. 
Length of dressed skin . . lofeet 1 inch. 
Width across fore and hind paws . . Fi feet 1 1 inches ant1 

5 feet 8 inches. 

(No other lndian leopard is recorded over 8 feet 6 inches, and this 
received the Gold Rfedal for the finest shikar trophy at t,he *4llahabad 
Exhibition, 191 1 .) 

His biggest tiger rrleasured 10 feet 9 inches, a gigantic animal that, 
weighed 705 pounds ! 

The figures given above, which are scrupulonslv accurate in every 
wav (being surnnrarised from His Highness's shiliar diary, in whi& 
no'exaggeration is possible, as it is written under his personal direction), 
prove conclusively, what a wonderflll countrv Nepal is for big game 
dlikar, and what a wonderful big game shikari Maharaja Joodha is ! 

His Highness's favourite weapons for tiger shooting are in order 
of preference -(1) -465 Express Rifle, (2) 12-Bore Parotlox pa nil 
(3) -375 lfagnllnl Rifle. For rhino and buffalo he uses chieflv t,he 
-46.5 Rifle. 





CHAPTER IV. 

EVOLUTION OF BIG CAME SHIKAR IN NEPAL. 
(Including the Hunting of Elephants.) 

ONTEMPORARY paintings of tiger hunting in the Nepal Terai C a hendred vears ago give a vivid iinpression of the thrills of big 
game hnnthg by conlparatively primitive means and methods 

in those early days. Prom these old paintings it appears that in the 
times before the days of Maharaja Jung Rahadur, various nlethods 
were used. Sonletimes tlie tiger was brought to bay by a posse of 
elephants, occasionally he was attacked at close quarters on foot with 
sword and spear. The rulers of Nepal have never lacked pluck and 
courage both ill war and in their dangerous sports. 

Maharaja Jung Bahadur, after he became Prinle Minister in 1903 
(A.D. 1846), was able to indulge in his passion for big game hunting, 
and during the next 31 seasons he nlade many cold weather shikar 
trips to the Terai, amnd is said to have ltilled over 550 tigers. At first 
shilcar methods were simple and primitive. Wherever Jung Bahadur 
camped, inquiries were made from the local villagers regarding recent 
kills, or where tigers had been seen or heard, and on such uncertain 
khabbn~. an area was beaten by elephants in the hope that the tiger 
might be inside. In those days, the number of tame elcpllants in Nepal 
was enorinous, and Jung Bal~adur freq~ent~ly had as many as 700 for 
his shikar. Rut the u~lcertain methods of locating tigers did not at 
first produce very good results. Later Jung Ballttdllr created a special 
service of 120 sllil<ar.is. whose duty it was to find fresh tiger tracks and 
other signs, to tie up ltills (goat at first and later yo11ng buffalo calves), 
ant1 quickly send in iiews of any kills. It was Jnng BJlaCIur who first 
evolved and developed t,lle ring nlethod, wl~icll inore rt~cently has been 
improved and supplenlented by His Higllness the present Maharaja. 

Before at'tempting to describe His Highness's shooting experiences, 
it will help the reader to visualise the scene if a description is first given 
of the nlethod alnlost invariablv used in all big shoots in Nepal, tlie 
fanlous and unique "Ring". This methocl is used only in Kepal, 
where it has been brougllt to an art, the highest pitch of perfection, 
and a most deadly nletllod of killing all big game. There is in fact no 
other country in the world where the necessary factors for the " Ring " 
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shoot exists, the enormous stlid of d~ikar clephnnts, tlrc trained 
experience and skill of their mall011 ts and tl~c shikariu, the tremmclona 
stretches of Terai forests, and the wonrlerf~~l stoc.k of tiger arid rhino. 

The natural home of tiger is the forest-[.lad ioot,hills of the Churia 
(Siwalik) range of the Himalayas, with the enclosc(1 duns anti valleys, 
and the adjoining forests of the flatter Terai. This great 1,elt of tiger 
country stretches the whole length of Il'epal, a disti~nce of nearlv 6.30 
miles on the map, and for more than half the vear it is deadly td man 
owing to the malignant Terai malaria. But from iIrcen11,er to llnn:h, 
it is a perfect paradise, with a glorious climate, wondcrf~~l scscnery, and 
always to the north the increciible paliorainii of the eternal snows 
towering into the sky. 

In this superb setting occur the big Kcpal slloots. A ~roncleriul 
organisation is employed to ensure success. For weeks 1)eforc the 
shoot commences, rough but serviceable motor roads and tcniporarv 
bridges are constructed radiating out from the various jungle camps. 
All the jungle paths and streams and sandy river beds are esaniined 
to see where the tigers are, for in such places they leave their footmarks. 
A day or two before the shoot starts, young buffalo calves are tied up 
as bait, in scores or even hundreds, on every likely route a tiger map 
take. (The cow, being venerated, its progenv ?annot he used for tiger 
bait.) 

There are seven or eight groups of regular!? appointed shikaris, 
each consisting of an officer (sutrcdar), ten or twelve su hordinates, and 
two mounted soldiers for taking messages. El-en- groq of shikaris 
has tell to fifteen buffalo calves (padaA.5) for tring lip at sllitxble places. 
They live in temporary sheds in the jungle. brimitire lr~~ts of lvood~n 
poles, leaves, am1 jungle grasses fasteuetl with strands of creepers; u-hich 
they quickly erect with their kukris from the abunclant material all 
around. Between them the various groups cover the wllole tract of 
forest for miles around trhe central cainp. 

At dawn the slliliaris go out and exailline tllie pdnks, tied out 
the previous evening. If or when one l~as been killed. the? carefully 
examine pugmarks   footprint,^) to see if it is a big tiger or small, 01. one 
or several. They exanline the drag and the direction taken. They 
then qllietlv proceed on foot and make a large circle of a quarter to a 
half mile Jianleter, demarcating the circurnfere~lce with chipped stenls 
and grass knot,s as t,llev go and are rer? careful to we that the drag 
has not gone bevond the circle. If it has. they il~ake another one, as 
they must have the circle enclosing the end of the drag. This is called 
" cutking the circle " by the shikaris, and the final circle makes the 
future " Ring ". 





Mcanwl~ile. as soon as it is seen that a p~ncG11 hits 1,ortl killcil 
an(l dragged, :t special rnc:sscnger mounts his horsc and gi~llops off' to 
I~ring t,lle k?tsbbir. So~net,inlc?s motor cars a~.c~ parked at c.cbt~tr;tl 
spots to acceleratc~ the ilelivcry of thp news. and so~iieti~ll(-s ~!VPII ;L 

telepho~lc~ line has t~c.cln ]>rc~psretl an(1 operators 6~ngagc.d to flitsl~ 
messages t,o the c.i~~n],. 

Withill ii verv sl101.t tinlch t,li(' ll(AWs Ilit~ PI'~~(.II~'(I th~ (.i~rllp fro111 
all directions whe'ther an(l I t.llere are kills. a~al tlr(2 dav's plan 
of ciinlpaipn is discossecl and stbttled. 1 n~n~e(liately a great &ring of 
200 or elepl~nnts nlovih off in single file to the first kill. a fo~v with 
howcialis. the nlajoritv with pads. The shooting party follow at leisure 
in cars as far as bossihle, an0 then or1 pad eI(.plt;int,s. 

The tiger or tigers I~u\lch 1)echn :~pproxin~at'lv lo(,atc~l I)v the shikaris 
from the direction of the drag, the nature of't,llp (.over 'for lving 11p. 
and the process of cutting the cin.le as already (lescri1,rd. l?hen thtl 
elephants arrive. they divide into two part,it;s. which proceed \.cry 
quietlv in single file right and left along the line of the cut c9ircle and 
it, is ktonishing how quietlv an elephant or line of elepliants can niove 
through the jungle. The rear elephants gra'duallr drop out to take 
their stations at regular intervals. and filially the two leading elephants 
meet. and the word is passed tiown both sides that the circuit is 
caompleted, " Lam pugyo ". Theri t'he order " Altrdi phirn " turn the 
heads inwards--is passed down. 

The shooting party mount the elephants. and the whole c.irc.le 
now iuove inwards. crushing the grasses and shrubs. and t'he riien on 
their backs shouting and whistling to drive the tiger towards the centre. 
The circu~ilfereiice of the caircle of elephants gets snialler. until finallv 
it is less than half s inile round. and the elephants get (*loser and r~oskr 
until thev are alriiostl tonching, a>nd t'he tiger is surrounded bv a solid 
wall of elephants. Then the order " Lam-tBnm "-stop th' line is 
shouted out,, and the ring is comp1et.e. 

The st,auncher elephants then move into the ring. (4limpses of 
one or illore slinlting forriis are seen in the grass and undergrowth. when 
suddenl\- a tiger breaks cover and charges with a roar. to he met hl- 
shots from the rifle. or shouts and missiles if he charges the ring. it 
is the moment of rlililas of H c~il~llinat.il~g esvitement. Rack~vards 
and forwards l~e dashes striving to find an escape. to a pandenioniuni 
of iiieii sliou tin& a lid elephants trunipeting. gru nibli ng and gurgling, 
thuniping on tlie ground. aiid occasionally. when tiirectly charged. 
t~irning tail nntl bolting in t'error. 

It is necessary to einphasise t'hat tt tiger is not normallv a. da,ngerous 
animal, and doe$ not attack an elephant or a ma,n, but'onee he feels 



corncrcd, lrc becomes a fighting nmss of tliabolicnl fury, utterly fearless 
of man or eleplla,nt, wlrol~l he attacks in his mad rage without a moment's 
he~it~ation. He has been known to climb a tree and hurl a (lady) shikari 
out of R liigll machan, he has been ltnown to leap a height of 15 or 
16 feet into a tall howilah an(1 more often than not a tiger will 
trv to 1)reak through a ring by charging home on an elephant unless 
11; is liilled or crippled first by a well-directed shot. 

It must also be realised that the Nepal Terai jungles, with a fertile 
soil anti rainfall of 100 inches, are either gigantic grass growth, freclilently 
the height of a! howdal~, or are a dense forest of trees, matted together 
with great clinlbers, and a thick undergrowtll of shrubs and shade- 
bearing plants, in which, if an elephant bolts, it is almost inevitable 
that howdah and rider and mahout and everything on the elephant's 
back will be swept with a crash to the ground by a thick branch or the 
loop of a to~gh climber. In either case it is extremely difficult to see a 
tiger at all until the area has been well trampled, by which time: naturally, 
the tiger or tigers are desperate and in a highly dangerous condition. 
" It is no sport for bad shots, hasty excitable people, or those with no 
stomach for danger. Even the most blask hunter is likely to experience 
for a second or two a sudden spasm of fear when he first hears the blood- 
curdling roar of an infuriated tiger, and sees the great striped body 
launched in its charge, a thunder-bolt of death and anger in mid-air. 
It is one of the most terrific sights in the world ".* 

Imagine what it must be like when, as frequently happens in the 
rings in Nepal, not one but four or five and, once or twice, six tigers 
have been trapped simultaneously in one ring ! The danger and 
heart-bursting excitement may continue for hours, until a succession 
of well-placed shots finally brings the thrill and nerve-tension to an 
end. 

That describes brieflv a t'ypical tiger shoot in the Nepal forests 
by the fanlous " Ring " krethod. But, as numerous incidents recorded 
in this book show, the ringing by elephants produces endless variations 
of the standard, the only constant and certain factor is the intense 
excitement. 

This was the method usecl in many fanlous shoots in the davs of 
Maharaja Jung Rahadur and Chamlra Shumshere, including the fanlous 
shoot tor His Majesty the King Emperor George V in 1911, and for 
the Prince of Wales (Drllce of Windsor) in 1921. Rut Maharaja Jootlha 
Shumshere has during the last 9 years evolved and introd~lcetl 
considerable improrenlents and innovations which will now be indicated. 

* Wentworth Day's " King George V as a Sportsman ". 



PLATE 33. 

Hunting Wld Ehpbant. 

(i) THE WILD TUSKER LURED INTO TEE OPEN BY FENALE ELFIPHANTS. 



(In sol,lr lu(.l<y (lays two or three kills may 1)e reported and tigers lo(.;rtnl 
ill ~e~esal places sollie nriles apart. Since Jung Bahaci~lr's (lays, t,hc 

of  elephant,^ available has been considerably re(111c.ed. 
it is a I)roblenl how to enelose and keep enclosed several tigers in sr\reya] 
lorhw,litit)s, until the shikar starts. His Highness evolved an ingeiliol~s 
solut,ion of t,his problenl. The available elephants are sent t,o tile 
~lea,~-est or most convenient locality, and ring the tiger. When he has 
been ri~~gecl, lolrg strips of \vliite rldt~l are fixed up on small posts or trees. 
just in front of t'ht. rivg of elephants, thus ~ilalring a ring or pzr~d(~lr of 
khit,e clotli. which as experience has proved - is by itself s~lfficient 
to licep t,hr tiger within the ring, as the sudden appea;ance of this white 
cblotll, flapping in the breeze, arouses his strong suspicions. A few 
clepha.nts are left to keep wat,c.h, and the rest go off to carry out the 
siillle operation at the next locality, and so on. It tlrlis becomes possible 
to hunt several tigers or groups of tigers in a single day with a linlited 
nunlber of elephants, which otherwise would be inlpossible. 

Another innooi+tio~~ t,he Maharaja has introduced shortens the 
period of hunting inside the ring and adds greatlv to the thrill and 
excitenrent of the shikar, but it also de~rlands s high siandard of shooting. 
@'orrnerlv it was the cnstorrl for the Maharaja (or soirle favoured quest 
who was to shoot the tiger) to wait stationarv at one just, 
inside the ring. while other elephants trampled ihe ondergrowtli and 
heat inside the ring trying to drive the tiger to soine other part of the 
ring, whivh occasionally in his furv he charged and broke, thus making 
good his escape. But now the niaharaja does not wait for this. FIr 
tlispenscs with the heating to a fixed point. and instead himself invariablv 
advances into the ring on his howdah elephant, supported by an elephant 
on eitlwr side and 3 or 4 elephants forming a sltirmisliing line in front'. 
As soor1 as the tiger is loca,ted anti starts to movc. the skirinishing line 
withdraws, leaving the Maharaja to face and finish off the quarry alone ! 
This is ol,viously not a nletllotl that could he employed with an indifferent 
or inexperienre~l shot hut fortlllnately His ~i~hncss is a cmclt riflr shot. 
and. what is nlnch more, a lrlagnifit ent snapshot. The ring of white 
c.lotll. acicltlcl to t,llc~ ring of elephants, fi~~c~ilit,ates this mode of shikar. 
and helps to pl-event the tiger from csharging the ring. BY t,hesr 
inno\-ations and itl~provements thtb tempo of h~g game shootiilg has heen 
greatlv accelerate({. alld this has ~nablcd some phenonlenal ({ail\- hags 
of hig ganlt> to be obtained or1 the Maharaja's shoots. not on;)- tiger 
but also hear and the great lrltlinn rhinoc.eros. 7'1r11s 7 tlgers II~I,V(' 
I~een shot in one day, and on another occasion 6 tigers in orlc b' King " I 
Aglcill. no less tilarl 5 rhinos have been hunted a8rtd shot in one clav 
(hut not in x " Ring ") anti elsewhere 5 bears on another (la\-. Daily 
totals on tliis s~a~lr arc helicvud to 11c nniquc ill India or an\r;vllcr-v rlse 
in the \vorlri ! 



But thcb wl~ole nlarv~4loun orgu~~isatio~l in itscblf ~~r~rivitll(vl : tll~ 
elaborate arra.ngt:lnents for lo(.ating chvcry tiger far 1tii1t.s xmu tirl I)? 
sltilleri parties of shikaris, tJhc2 quick r(~c.~ipt of A.//(cl)t~tr.. t110 grc~ttt strl(1 

of well-trained elephants with th~ir splenciici i~ IN] p111c.k v 'l'll;~~-rr rr1n1io11 t,s. 
tlrr ~nethotls to prevent tlir rn(.irclecl tigrr fronl i,r(.akiog th~ ril~g anel 
escaping, all this, with first-class sllooting. nlukcl si1c.11 ii clc*a(ll\v c.o~ill jina- 
tion that few tigers (*an escape. In fart. if nbyr~it~cl at to;, frcvl~l(&nt 
intervals in arlV locality. there woul(1 I)e a c~or~sitloritl)l(~ risk of tigc~rs 
becaoming exterminatect in that locaalit,v. 111 ?;ep:il. ho\~(~\~r.r~. alth011gll 
the stock of tigers has no t1oul)t been rec111c.c.d iipprrc.i;~l)lv in the. past 
clecade (at the start their ~io~nl)erx we1.t. rxc.c~ssivc1, and tl;tb\l dill 111ue.11 

damage to village cattle). ~xt~ernlirlation is safrgrianl(bcl I o fal.tors. 
One is the great expanse of broken llill forests. where t11.e ring nlc~tll o(i 
cannot he used, which forms :I natr~ral sancatuarv nntl I~recvling 
ground for tiger. The other is that wit11 tiger c30iint~.v stretching alo~lg 
thc foot of the hills for 550 rniles. there is such a vast'trart to 1 isit that 
thc Maharaja can havr shoots with thc ring met.hod witl.out irc~c~urnt 
visits to anv one localitv. It must of cSourse I)e I-ealised that no 
tiger, rhino. br bl~ffalo mdv 1)e shot anywllcre in Sep;11 witllout t,Il(. 
Madla4rajrr's special permissihn. 

There is one form of big game shilcar \vliere tllc ring ~netl!ocl is 
not applicable, which is perhaps the n~ost exciting of all. 'rllis is th~ 
hunting of wild e1ephant.s. an(] tlic modtrs opemrrdi ma\- be l)ricfl\- 
described. It must be rea.lised l~onerrr that th t elephs n t. hcbsi(l;s 
heing inva 111 able for shikar, inspec tion. touring and procession, is sltc.rt.rl 
to the Hindus. being a synibol or repre~enta~tio~i of the Hind11 god 
Ganesh, and as Nepal is a strictlr Hindu kingdom. in facat the onl\. 
(~ompletely independent Hindu kingdom no~v existing in the aOl-l(i. 

it is strictlv forbidden to kill an elephant. except if liunlan life is 
immediateli in in~rnincnt danger. So the object of this sllikar is not 
to shoot or kill the wild elephaJ~t. which mlwt at all costs 1 i-apt~~nvl 
alive. 

There are nc.ttually three met.hods of catching elepliants e~nplo\.rrl 
in India: The " ~heddah " method. ris~~allr employed in 31\-sore 
and Assan,, is well known. and consists in dri\.ing a bird of elepllantr; 
into a st,ronglv built stockade, in which they are trapped. This metl-ocl 
used to be eAploued sometimes in Nepal ih the davs of d~~np Ba,hatl~~r. 
nnrl ('handra ~hr;msherP, b11t has not' been nsed iktel.. 

Tlie second methocl. \vhich \va,s also infreql~entl\~ 11secl ill davs 
gone by, (~onsists in t8rapping eIep11~1its ill pits. 1l11id 1nrtllw1 is 11sid 



PLATE 14. 

Hunting Wild Elephant, 

- 

(i) THE HUNT BEGINS. 

(ii) THE CAPTURED ELEPHANT LED HOME. 
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only occasionally nowadays, chiefly in order to gc!t rid of a tro111,le- 
some aolit,ary rogue, which has Lecn clrivcn out of tl~o nvrrlonlsl~ i J, 

of a herd by a more virile tusker, and wantl(2rs alorlcl ill tllc iul~glrb, ill- 
ternp~rerl, dangerous, often muetl~ (a sexual con(tition), anii a living 
threat to travellers, jungle villagers, ant1 dol~~estic, clepl~allts. A liirgc 
pit is dog, sufficiently large to ac*cornn~odab an elepl~ant, and (.:~~acltlll\~ 
concealed by n weak platform (inadequate to support tllc weigl~t of a 
big elephant) and camouflaged with soil and grasses ant1 \rtlc.tl.s. Fort\. 
or 50 yards beyond this pit are stationed soirre tanle fcw~ale rlcphants. 
Normally an elephant is very cautious where he walks, and usuall\? 
taps or feels the ground with the tip of his trunk at even. stcy i~efom 
trusting his weight on it. But the n~usth elephant, on sight or scent 
of the female elephants, loses his natural ca,ut,ion in 11is excitenlcnt. 
his instinct of precaution being suhrrlerged in ttl~c scx appeal. ancl 
rushing blindly forward he falls into tlie pit. 

Then follows the exciting process of getting llirn out of the pit into 
safe captivity, which has been desvribed elsewhcrc (see .hapter \'). 

The third (and cornnlonest) nletllod in Nepal is tllc most exciting, 
the jangi or war kheddar, and is used for catching a singlc elephant and 
also herds of elephants. This elephant hunt,ing is far more exciting 
than fox hunting, pig sticking and any other kno~vn form of hunting. 
The tame elephants are specially fed with rice and sugar supplementing 
their natural food, and kept in splendid condition. When a herd or, 
say, a single elephant is located, the swiftest and best elephants set 
off in pursuit. They are stripped of all pads or howdahs, but the mahout 
crouches low on the neck band, and a " pachwa " stands on a rope 
loop behind the tail, also crouching low, a.nd armed ~vith a wooden 
handle or club studded with blunt nails. 

The wild elephant dashes off, and the elephant pack go hell-for- 
leather after him, crashing madly through the jungle, lashed with 
branches, the smaller trees falliig like ninepins in front of tilein. 
creepers and grasses swishing over the backs and sides. and goatled on 
by the clubs of the yelling pachwas to exert their utmost speed. 
Elephants can develop a wonderful turn of speed for a short burst. but 
cannot keep it for long. So after a nlile or so the wild tusker turns 
and shows fight. The doniestic feillales are stopped, and tlie big figllting 
elephants go forward to t,itanic battle. One is filled with adnliration 
a.t the pluck of the mahouts, as thev urge their t,uskers to in fightii~g 
with t'he wild one ! One busker atta;ks head on, with tusks interlocked 
and writhing trunks, making what is called " cltclcrrlccrrt " (the four- 
tuslcs fight), while others push and ponlnlel at the sides. The wild 
elephant after a time gives up the uilequal strugglc and turns tail in 
flight. Again the wild pursuit is t,akeil up, without giving the wild 
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elephant any possibility of rest and recovery. Again 11c is brought to 
book. and *o t1he fight and the pursliit goes on. until he is utterly 
exhausted. Sometimes the fight and pursuit co~itinne for two or eve;, 
more davs, and in one case the wild tusker finally gave in close to 
ltaxaul on the Nepal border, many miles away from the forests. 
Finally the tame tuskers close in on him for the last time, nooses of 
strong rope are slipped round his legs and neck, and he is led off into 
captivity a,nd tied to a tree or strong post. For a week or so he is not 
allowed'to get any sleep, while relays of trained men sing songs and 
teach him to obey words of (201nrna1id. This mav be caonsidered cruel. 
but a (acrtain amho~lt of cnleltv is inevitable in catching and training 
wild elephants ; it is kept to a'n~inimum, and thereafter in the service 
of man he is well treated, well fed, with three attendants to look after 
him until the end of his life. 

In this thrilling manner wild elephants atre ca~lght and brought 
into man's service (His Highness has not actuallv taken part in the 
wild combat of the bunt, but he has followetl alolig rapidlv on ii swift' 
pncl elephant. and supervised the fight and the final t:aptl;re). 

RHINO HUNTTNG. 

When hllnting rhino, the " Ring " methocl freclut~ntlv fails, uncl 
for the following reason. Elephants. (lespitc~ their great i~lllli 1111ci 

strength, are naturally timid animals, ant1 even srnall animals lil- te casts 
01. porcupines in their vicinity make thern nervous and restless. Rut 
of all things that elephants fear most. the rhino is facile priuceps. 
Most elephants bolt at the rriere sight of a rhino, ad very few are 
stanneh. A rhino in a ring ha,s only to charge the ring to break it in 
cbonfl~sion and make his escape, anti although rhino ha,ve been shot 
in rings, the Inore usual practice is to stall; then1 or track them do~l11 
with 3 or 4 of the ~t~allnchest elephants nvailahle. 

Rhinos in Nepal arc: now confinetl to thc farnor~s ((Ihitawan areil. 
in the Rapti valley and near the Ganclalz river. In this rhino preservo 
chaukis or posts are stationed at various points : these chulrkis are untlthr. 
the Barljanch offither (forest inspectorate) anti five t,o seven guartls arc 
stationed at each. In all there are over 100 griards in ('hitawan. whoso 
main duty is to protect the rhinos frorrl poachers, and to finti out wherc 
the rhino feed ancl wallow anti lie up. Tht. facat t,tlat the rhino horn 
has a very high commercial valutb in Incliw, a good horn is worth over 
Its. 1,500 or over £100- makes it very valllilble prize for the pro- 
fessional poacher, and the species was nearly externlinateti in Assam 
Iy poa,rhers until adequate steps were taken for its prote(1tion. (Rllino 
lror11 is supposed to be w, strong aphrodisiac.. hence its fanta,st,ica 
val~~ation.) 
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RHINO PREPARES TO CHARQE. 





111 Nepal however the rhino has been more c:arefullv presc?rvctl, 
and there are probably more specimens of the Indian rhinoceron in the 
Chitawan preserve than in all India put together. Tt is estirnatetl 
that at present the total number is between 300 and 400. On most 
iliglits one or several rhino may visit a camp, and their breathing and 
heavy footsteps can often be plainlv heard a few yards away, and a 
torch flicked on would reveal their &arby presence. It is an int~resting 
experience. 

When the Maharaja has decided on or satictioneci a rhino hllnt, 
the "gun " is mounted on a particularly staunch elephant. " Rhino 
tracks naturally abound, and it requires skill of no mean order to pick 
out the fresh tracks of a really big bill1 over hard ground. When these 
have been found, the tracker, mounted on a small and clever elephant. 
follows them, leaning so far downward that his head is near the ground. 
When the rhino is overtaken, the skill of the gun comes in, for it is of 
little avail to pump lead into a rhino's body, and it is very difficult to 
get the beast to present the head or neck for a deadly shot "*. 

The Maharaja, although he has shot many rhinos, regards this 
sluggish and slow-witted animal as a poor for111 of sport, not to 
be compared with the tiger. But a furious wounded rhino charging 
a fleeing elephant would provide enough thrill aslid excitement to most 
sportsmen. 

* Quotations from Stanley Reed's description of shoot by King George \' in Sepal, 1911-13. 



CHAPTER V. 

THE MAHARAJA IN NAYA MULUK. 

GENERAL DESCRIPTION OTJ THE NAYA MULUK. 

HE Naya Rluluk is a tract of Terai country at the foot of the T hills, about 80 miles ill length and 15 to 26 miles or more in 
breadth, bounded by the Sarda and Rapti rivers on the west 

and east, bv the British India frontier on the south and by the Churia 
range, the last rampart of the Himalayas, on the north. This Chnria 
or Silvalik range, densely covered with forests of sal and saj, karma 
and sallo* and many other trees, leaps abruptly from the gently sloping 
Terai, rising from 1,600 feet to 5,000 feet or 6,000 feet. It is a 
natural sanctnarv for tiger, where shikar with elephants is impossible, 
and is the sourck of manay streams and little rivers that come down 
in spate during tlle monsoon rains and dwindle to a trickle in the 
sold and hot weather. Below the foot of the hills comes a dry belt of 
boulders and sandy soil called the Bhabar. infertile for zult,ivstion and 
destitute of watir and therefore occupied by great stretclres of 
primeval forest. The Bhabar merges gradually into the Terai proper 
where the subsoil water comes to the surface in nlanv springs, and 
the streams and rivers have perennial water. Here thb great forests 
are broken up with many patches or strips of culti~at~ion and village- 
lands with rice and mustard, chillies and t,obacco, sugarcane. bananas 
and fruit trees. The tenants are chiefly Tharus, an aboriginal ttribe 
who alone of all mankind are practiraily inlmllrle from the deadly 
ntoal. the virulent Terni malaria that infests this tract. Tllev are a 
delightful race, clea-n, simple, eheerfol. good erlltivators aiid very 
expert in jungle lore and the habits and customs of the wild animals 
around them. They are passionately fond of, and very expert, in. 
s~raring or killing deer, pigs, juriglr 'fowl, and they also keep Iag~ 
Ilrds of rattle and buffaloes, and pigs. 

Although cultivation has increased in rtlcent years. the Nava lfnluk 
is still tlssentiallv a district of forest. and 60 or 70 per rrbnt of it* total 
area is covered kith primeval jllngle. a sea with islands of i~~lltivat~iorr. 

The forests are of rnanv types. The c.ommon~st and nrost, 
important a,re the forests of snl, t,he ~l~ost, \r;tl~~w,t)l~ timber tre~ ill t1ho 
- - - - -- - - - - .- -- - - - - - -- -- - 

* For botanic-a1 name.q of' trees ,err Appe~rdis I I. 
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sub-continent of India,. These sttl forevt,~ arc replac-trl or1 thtb lower 
and poorly drained soil by wicio savannahs of Terai grasses, the r~arkul 
and the giant ulla, dotted with clu~nps and groups of miscellaneou~ 
trees, semal, siris, dhak, ~issu, khair*. et~:. The sal forests arc also broken 
up by numerous broad shallow river and stream heda, covered with 
sand 'and pebbles and bordered by grasses and thickrt,~ of ai~liu and 
khair, the favourite haunt of t,igthr, where they leave their 
footmarks, and the shikari can tra,c-r their ~~ovements and /'llga cn-ation. Or 

Or again, we find a patc.11 of thorny canebrake ill a swanlyv pocket of 
land, cool, impenetrable, a favourite lie-up for the I~ig ca~nivora. 

Through this wide expanse of ever-changing forest trypctl ttllr. 
denizens of the jungle roam. In the Nays DI~ilrlk rhino and will 1)uffaln 
do not now exist, but herds of wild elephants occsur ; arnongst thr 
carnivora are tiger, leopard and wild dog, while the deer tribe are 
represented by sambllar, chital (spotted deer). para or hog deer, krzrkar 
or barking deer, and occasionally gonci or swalnp (leer. 

Other animals often seen are the grey ape (langur), pigs. and more 
occasionally bear. Wild duck and snipe ire fonnd on or near the jhil~, 
black partridge and peafowl in the savannahs and river beds. jungle 
fowl and pheasants in the foothills. Bird life is particularly abundant 
and varied ; large flocks of green parrots continaally flicker screaming 
overhead or through the trees, raucous hornl~ills are heard, making 
their astonishing noises in the distance. Brilliant lcingfishers haunt. 
the streams, plovers a'ncl terns and cor~norant~s the bigger rivers. night- 
jars and owls and cllc.koos disturb the night hours. while paddl- birds. 
hoopoes and orioles. babblers. drongos. magpies. blue javs. snh many 
other families and genera too numrimoos to ment>ion. swarin in this bird 
paradise. 

The scenery, its mentioned elsewhere, is ~llag~lificent, the cold 
weather climate superb, wit11 cold dewy nights and brillia.nt. sunny 
days. To sthe sportsman and lover of wild nature, Ihe Nepal Terai ad 
Nava Muluk make an irresistible appeal during this cold weather season. 

An additional reason for visiting the Naya 3Iuluk was that no 
Maharaja had visited this out-of-the-way corner of the kingdom for 
nearly 40 years, the whole district was swarming wit,h tigers, which 
were doing considerable dama e to the village oat,tlle. and it was f important' to reduce their nrlnl ers. 

It was here in the vear 1876 that 3Saharaja .TIIII~ Bahadur arranged 
a big shoot for King ~dward VII (then Prince of Wales). Again in 
1890, Maharaja Bir Shumshere inrited Prince Albert l'ictfor to a shoot 

For I~otn~~ical Ilnrnes of trees we Ap~mldix 11. 



in t'his terrain. and there had been a smaller slloot and some elepl~;),t,t, 
hunting in 1895. So it. is little wonder that the district was saturatcc! 
wit11 tigers, in fact it was reckoned (by the United Provinces Porest 
Ant,horities) that 40 or 50 tigers migrated every year from Nepal into 
the adjoining forests of British India ! Thus fhere was every indueernent 
for His Highness to visit Naya IVInluk. 

THE MAHARAJA LEAVES FOR NAYA MIJLUK 
(I 933-34). 

On Mailgsir 26, 1990 (December 11, 1933) the Maharaja and 
his court left Kathn~andu, the beautiful capital of Nepal, for the long 
journey to Naya Muluk. This hill road, although greatly improved 
in recent times, is still. probably the roughest and steepest track to the 
capital of any countrv. The first eight miles to Thankot is quiclily 
covered on a motor road, hrlt from here for the next 21 miles to 
Bhin~~herli, pony, danrlv or coolie is the only means of conveyance. 

The bridle road rises steeply, nearly 2,500 feet in three miles through 
well-preserved evergreen forest of oak, rl~ododendroii, magnolia and 
mnnv other species, to the Chandragiri pass (7,500 feet) of the Maha- 
bhaiat range, from wllerr. looking back. a marvellous view is ohtilined, 
which has already heen described. 

Then the bridle track drops down, solnetimes steeplv, sometimes 
more gently, to the hill torrent at Kule-Khani, about 4,000 feet altitude. 
and again clinihs steeply 2,500 feet to the Chisa-pani Garhi pass, and onc2e 
more a steep drop of 3,000 feet to Bhimphedi, the motor terminus from 
the plains. This well-constructed motor road drops a further 2,000 
feet to the Rapti valley, at the head of the famous shoot'ing preserve 
arid the home of tiger ant1 rhino, and then up 2,000 feet to the tunnelled 
pass over the Chrlria range, before finally descending nearly 2,500 feet 
to Amlekhgunj, the terminus of the Nepal Government  ailw way. 

The day, auspicious for departure decided by the Astrologer Royal 
(ltsj jyotishi), is a public holiday in the vallev, and all the military and 
civil officers call at the Singha Dr~rbar or the parade ground to wish 
bo)~ ,t?oyage to the Maharaja and his entourage. Then the journey 
begins, involviag ascents which total 7,800 feet and descents of nearly 
10,500 feet. 

December 16. 

After five days, the hlaliara,ja arrived at the foot. hill camp of 
Anilekhgnnj, where a halt was made for several davs and attempts were 
made to shoot a few tigers. But although there &re a number of kills, 
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no tigers were found inside the ring. 'I'll(! 1~11~ of tl!~ 811ikar clctpl~antn 
had left niontlis before for Naya 3fuluk, and onlv a few elephants werc: 
available here. It is interesting to record tlist, it was l~ere the irlea 
of using strips of white cloth to hc?lp to ring t'l~r: tiger. snrl supplrn~cmt 
the elephants, was first used. 

On December 21, His I-Iighness travtilled I)v the N. O. 11. spwial, 
arriving at Raxaul, on tho frontier bt~twccn srpnl and British India. 
in the evening, where His 14ighness was met In tl~t. ('onl~nissionc~~- of 
Tirhut Division on belinlf of the Bihar and (frissa Covcnlnlent. ancl 
by Mr. (now Sir) James willianlson alld 7\41,. .J. I). lf'c,st\~?oorl. the ,4gent 
and Traffic Manager of the B. & N. JV. Railway. 

Earlv the next morning the special train stopr~~ci at Kurlraphat 
station ;ear Gorakhpur, where His Hgluless prwe~decl to inspect a 
Guard of Honour of a Gurkha reg.imc~~t. the Gurklia recruiting depot 
under Lieutenant-Colonel 31. Wylie, and the Gurkha Brigade \\Far 
Memorial. During the course of this iuspclctioll. His Highness rnadc a 
speech t,o the Gurkhali pensioners, and the follomir~g hri~f extract 
ill~ist,rates his typical generosity :- 

" At the time you come here to take your pensions. we see that, 
you have to live in tents in case of illness. As the open space and the 
damp and the influence of clinlate woulcl aggravate your alaladr, I 
shnll grant you necessary money for the building of a llospital through 
Colonel Wvlie. If that sun1 is not' enough for the purpose, T shall give 
additional'surns of money. I think T-on will be benefited by it ". The 
same day lie entrained for ~auri~haita. the last stat,ion on the Dudan 
branch of the R. K. Railway in the Kheri district. near the Ncpal frontier. 
The train reached ~auri~hanta 011 the morning of the 23rrl. and His 
Highness proceeded to his camp two nlilcs away. 

December 23. 
The Maharaja benighted. 

" Sontetitn~s a drop of uqcrter ~tectar turws, 
Sollzetimes the cloud n golden hc~cltv~t, burqrs. 
Sometimes the u90r?n cc silkel) fabric weaves, 
Sowjetimes n h~rt the mighty o91e rtccit3es." 

A Mepli Poet. 

On arrival at the camp, it was learnt that. a tiger lind killed a village 
buffalo two da,ys before, but his exact whereabouts \\?as not known. 
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However as His Highness was desirous of an outing, a ring of elephants 
was ~nade at a venture. While this rather forlorn hope was in progress, 
inforrnat,ion came in from another quarter that a second-buffalo had 
been killed about eight miles awav. The sl~ilcar elephants, were sent, 
off to ~ilnkc a ring, but by the time the Maharaja and shooting  part,^ 
arrived. it was 5-15 p.m. and nearly (lark. being the shortest da,~ of the 
\.car. Bv the glimmer of twilight it was i~npossible to find t.l;e tiger. 
and the kl'aharaja had to return without firing a shot. 

Night found the party many miles fro~n the camp, in the depths 
of the tracliless forest. and the cold of a winter night. His Highness 
saw the lights of a littlti Tharu village nearby, and decided that it 
would be better to pass the night in a village liut near the tigers (which 
he bagged early next nlorning) rather than to atternpt to return to 
camp through tile thick gloomr forest. Olrr can inlagine the astonish- 
lnent of the si~lrplr TIIII~LI at the sl~cl(le~~ appe~~ran~e of the 3laharaja 
and all his entourage. requiring ucc.orllmoclatio11, beds itnd hlankets. food 
and milk and shelter ! One can also appreciate what a new experience 
it must have lwen to the high officials, acc*ustomed to the palaces oT 
Nepal, to find themselves in the little mud and grass hovels of the jungle 
aborigines. An ortlinarv cl~nrpoy of the 'l'hi~ru was provided for His 
Highness, who, being very tired, slept soundly. despite the urrusl~al 
surroundings. Next rnorning on departure, he richly rewarded the 
owner of the Ilut hv giving him some lard in perpetuity and ordered for 
a brick-h~ilt 11011s6 in plncle of his 11111d 11ovel. 

December 24. 
,4 ring was formed in the Khanlaura forest, and the first aninla1 

to be beaten out wac a half-grown tiger cub. It should be explained 
that, the rules et,rictly enforced in the United Provinces of Rritish lndia 
against shooting tiger cubs are not in force in Nepal (nor in the other 
provinces in B~it~ish India and Indian States for that ~natter), and a 
tiger is a. tiger whether its length is 6 feet or 10 feet. 

Rut this astonishing cub ~rnexpectedljr and pluc*kily charged tho 
line of elephants, throwing a small sectlion of the line te~nporarilv into 
confusion a.nd taking advantage of this to slip through. ~i~nnltankouslv 
t'hs two parents were seen, one on either side of tllr Mahsl-aja's elephant. 
The Maharaja hraought down the tiger (9 feet) with one shot and the 
tigress (8 feet 9 inches) with two shots, thus a.chiaving a remarkable 
" right and left " ! 

Two nliles away fro111 this scene. there had been another " kill " 
overnight,. and t'he elepha'nts and shooting p;l,rty moved off t,o nlakc 
another ring. This enclosed a tigress and 9 lal-ge v~lhs. and the 
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J[aliaraja's first shot wounded the tigress. Iinmediatel~r she dlargcbtl t,he 
ho~vdall elrpllant. leaping up at the head. With anither reinarka1,lr 
shot, His Highness shot her t'hl.ough the chest in micl-air and she 
collapsed at the elephant's feet (8 feet 3 inches). The 2 cribs were also 
killed, iuaking a bag of 5 tigers for the day. 

A solitary wild tusker elephant had been wandering ai.ollnd in 
the vicinitv of the camp for several days, and tliat night at 9 p.m.. 
\vhcn ret,urning to canlp, Commanding General Bahadur Sl~nmshere 
(ITis Highness's eldest. son) suddenly met him face t.0 fa,ce. It is a very 
llnpleasant sensation at any time to meet a wild tusker while ridilk 
a tame female elephant (as the writer knows), since the tusker is liable 
to nlolest the female, and killing or firing at wild elephants is strictly 
prohibited, but still more unpleasant at night. However General 
Bahadur fired several shots in the air, causing the elephant to retreat 
some way and enabling hini to escape. 

The wild elephant did not follow but went to the hut where His 
Highness was passing the night, and was finallv frightened away 
I,y fla,n~ing torches. 

December 25. 
This day the wild tusker again created trouble. While His 

Highness was 011 his way to the ring, he appearcd and moved on a 
paraallel course a short distance away, and again later interfered with 
the ring of elephants. So the ~aharaja decided he should be adequately 
punished, and captured if possible. (As previously mentioned the 
elephant is regarded as the incarnation of Ganesh; the elephant god, 
and in Nepal may not be killed.) But the ropes and gear required 
for capturing wild elephants were not immediately available so the 
project had to be postponed. 

On this day a tigress was shot in a ring (8 feet) ancl on the 
following day (December 26) a tiger (9 feet 3 inches) was killed. 

December 26. 
To-dav it wan decided to organise a pnitive expedition a,gainst the 

troublesome " rogue ", which had been doing coilsiderahle damage to the 
tenants7 crops as well as harrying the camp and the t,ame elephants. 

So early in the morning the Maharaja personallv concluctecl opera- 
tions, and wit11 three big fighting tuskers, T<ltor piasad, Jaya Prasnd 
and Bahadur Prasad, and a number of female elephants, set out atgainstl 
Ilinl. The wild tusker, a magnificent animal, did not attenlpt to flee, 



but sllowed fight, and the tarne tuskers ill trirn t;tc.kl~cl hinl in titanic* 
tllrnloil. Tlie pluck of the mahouts ar11vd wit11 only s kukri, sitting 
on the necks of their c:llamnpions, in 11catll-to-hcnd hnttle wit11 the wilrl 
one is almost incredi1)lc ! One of the t1anic rlrpl~antn had thc: worst 
of the fight and retired, but after an honr a#r~tl a half of c*ontir~rlous 
fighting wit11 the others, the wild elaplis~lt st. last turned BII~ fl~d hefore 
t,]le third tusker, wlio was however too exliaustecl to follow ],in). l'hc: 
grass and undegro~vti~ had be(>o (,rushed to pulp aiid tr~os iiprooted 
ancl broken over a consitlcra,l)le ;l.rea (lliri~~g tli~ right. 

Ancl so the cleplia,nt est.ape(1 for tllch t,inltl. \Vv ~h;hIl llo\v~v~~ 
nlake his acq~ia~inta~noe again. 

December 28. 

A kill was reported seven miles to tile nortll-east of t11e ('a1111). 
Colnnianding General Kaiser Shnn~shere went in ac1vanc.e to ir1spec.t 
the spot and lay out the ring. He sent 1)sc.k word that a fine tiger 
had been successfnlly ringed. His Highness motored out some ciistance. 
then changed to a pad elephant and again changed to his howdah 
elephant at the ring-side. Following his usual custom, 11c moved 
into the ring with a couple of elephants alongside to walk up or hunt 
the quarry. Tllis was the inllovation in ring slioot,ing int,roclucctl hv 
His Highness. which, while certairrly increasing the thrill of t!le sport. 
also at first tended t30 increase the a~ixietv of the rest of the s11il;ar part\- 
and officials. 

On this occasion, the tiger sutlden1~- broke fro111 under a thick (.lump 
of tall grass, and the bullet gave llin; a long sl~perfirial graze on the 
flank. Blind with fury, he chargrd straight at a weak point in the 
line of elephants, who wavered and broke (as they often do: it. is a verv 
exceptional elephant and nraboot that will starid firn1 to the dire& 
cliarge of an angry tiger), and t#lie tiger was through. 

But the Nepalese and ~ilithol~t~ are wonderfull\- expert at dealing 
with such a situation, which to the ordinar7 shi'kari has developed 
beyond hope of recovery. A sliglitlr wounded tiger, or an unwounded 
one trl~at llns been fired at and mEsed, is almost inlpossible to get. 
He usllally dashes off at full gallop a hundred yards or more and 
then proceeds more ca~t~iously~ but is very \vary and will not show 
himself in any pursuit,. 

But the Nepalese uiethod is oftell able to deal with this. When 
the tiger has charged through. the ring is imn~ediat~ely broken up. and 
like a well-clrilletl ba.ttalion the elepha,ilts rapidly IF-heel rig11 t and left, 
ext'ending the two lines which close in and nrakc a, new ring as fast 
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as possible. Sonletinies the tiger goes right away, hut quite ofttell it, 
is caught by the rapidity and efficiency of the trained stafl'and elephants. 
111 this caRe, the tiger was again enclosed in a ring of elephants, hut 
slt)lougli lie endea~ro~lred to break through once Inore and escape int,o 
t,he nearby foothills, it ~vell-directed shot killed him inst,a.ntly. 

It was on t'his day that Sir l'rederick O'C'onnor, at-. one tinie thtb 

Britisli envoy at Nepal, joined the camp by invitation of the Maharaja, 
who had also invited Air. Verney, the well-known American sportsman 
and nat,uralist, who was touring India at that time, collerting animals, 
skins, horns, etc., for the wonderful Natural History RIuseum which 
Jle llltiniately completed in America. 

BHIT-GHAT CAMP. 
December 29. 

The camp was moved to a new site some miles to the west. Here 
two kills were reported from two different places. The first ring drew 
a bla.nk, except for a small porcupine, but the second ring contained 
2 tigers and a tigress. The tigress charged an elephant, scratched and 
bit the trunk. and, breaking the circle, made good her escape. (The 
method described above: of making a secontl ring quickly, is obvio~~slv 
impossible when a tiger or two are still in tlle ring and have to he deait 
with.) The Maharaja killed the 2 tigers with a couple of shots apiece. 
They measured 9 feet 4 inches and 9 feet 2 inches. 

The Bliit-Ghat camp was cold arid damp. A lnorning mist hung 
about until the sun was well up, and the heavy dew dropped slowly 
from every leaf ancl twig in the jungle, or spattered down in a shower 
when an elephant accidently touched a sapling. But with the lifting 
of the mist a superb panoranla. became visible, with the white pealzs 
of the great Himalaya oatlined against t,lle sky, forrrling a, glittering 
bacl<ground to the darlr ranges of Mnhabhnrat and the nearbv foothills 
of Churia. 

December 30. 
'I'his dav providecl ii~ plcthora of tllrills HINI ex(:itt~lnent. Abo111, 

fivr miles from t'lle cii~lip two kills harl her11 in;trl~ fail-lr (.lose t,ogetller. 
irnd the ~rignlarks and other indicatiions s~~ggestnrl the possibility of 
two pairs of tigers. When the ring was (alo~~d and thc Maharaja wit11 
tlle attendant elephants started to disturl) the enclosure, it was seen 
that all 4 well-grown tigers were in the ring ! 

The first, shot was a,t ;I tigress, whiclll wor~nc-locl 1~c.r f;~,i~.lv I);~,dly, 
and shc crept lja(.li into t1lil.k rover, snarling horrih1.1-. ~imult~neol1~1~- 
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the other :3 broke (:over, and atartled hounding and c-herging in all 
directions. Pandemonium followed. The roars of tlrr cncin.led tigrra 
nlingled with the trumpeting of nervous elephantu, the yrlling of thc 
tnen on the line who set up a ceaueless and deafening " ha-ha-hoo-hoo 
howsh ", and hurled missiles whenever a tiger approached. the snapping 
and crashing of saplings and undergrowth bv the howclali  elephant,^ 
inside the ring, all this conltined to make a tknfie acme of excitement. 
And in the midst of all this turmoil stood the Maharaja on his elephant ! 

Then the other tigress charged the ring, and leapt through. Therr 
still remained 2 tigers and the wounded tigress. The latter was killed 
first, and then His Highness sut.t.eeded in killing the 2 tigers after 
further thrills. 

015ders were then given to nla,ke itnothtlr ring. on the possil)le 
chance of circling the one that had escaped. With astonishing skill 
this was suc~cessfully done, despite the delay while the other tigers were 
being killed. His Highness wit.h two other howdah elephants. in one 
of which was Sir I'rederick O'('onnor. entered the new ring. after the 
infuriated tigress. Presentlv she charged straight at the Maharaja.. 
hut a nearl~v tusker: ~iliral; Prasacl. int,er\rened and the tigress jumped 
on his head. s(-ratthillg his trunk and ear before hounding awav. It! 
was all so quick that there wits no time for a shot. Again she athcked 
another small fernale elephant. clawing the heacl and trunk. This 
elephant shook so \riolently that the " pachwa " was thrown off. luckilv 
awav from the tigress. and he picked himself up unhurt and hastili- 
scrakbled up a convenient tree. However this fighting tigress had 
again broken the ring and ~rlade good her escape. 

A third ring was rnatle and it speaks volumes for the a~naxing 
organisation and skill of the Nepalese that once more the tigress was 
encircled, and was finallv despatched hv Sir Frederick O'C1onnor. She 
ineasrlred just under 8 feet. Thus ended a grand day of sllikar with 4 
tigers and many exciting incidents. 

December 31. 
This day was blarlk except for :I gond (or s~va.mp deer) wliic11 \\'its 

added to tJhb hag. 

January 1. 
New Year's Day (1)~- the ChristIian era) was to prove another red-letter 

day. Information 'comes in that there are t'hrcc kills in three diflerent 
dii,ections. 4t the first kill, although 'blood and hair arortnd the 
tying-up post clearly indicate a kill. there is no sign of a drag. The 



sllilraris. solnewhat lion-plussed, mark out a circle, which however, 
as the subseqncnt ring proves, does not contain the tiger. A further 
search is made. To the west is a sandy stream bed with a ste~p bank of 
15 or 20 feet on the fllrther side. The fresh marks of a very big 
tiger are seen crossing the stream bed tJo the high bank. On t1he top 
of the bank, clear marks of a drag are observed ; incredible as it sounds, 
it, is quit,e clear that! the tiger has jumped this nsto~zishilzg Ihei!/ht with the 
pndalr ! Not onlv that, but he has dragged the kill for nearly a milch 
beyond the high bank, and there has had a good feed and is presrumahlr 
lying up close by. Never has such a drag been seen before-up a 20- 
foot sheer bank and over a mile in distance. He is ringed, and the 
Maharaja fires two barrels into him. One wild dash and he drops dead. 
a splendid tiger measuring 10 feet 3 inches. 

The elephants t>hen trekked six nliles to the east, to another kill, 
where a big tigress was found. A shot from the Maharaja wounded 
her in tlle shoulder, and charging the line of elephants she leaped on 
the head of an elephant, clawing its trunk. A chorus of trumpeting and 
shouts brolte out, and a shower of missiles drove her back into the ring 
where she was ultinlately killed by His Highness. She measured 9 feet 
4 inches, which is quite exceptional for a tigress, and the record shot 
in Naya R4uluk. A striking film of this fight was taken hv an intrepid 
photographer on the elephant next to the one attacked. 

January 2. 
No tiger was shot to-day, but a hyena acided further variety tlo the 

hag. 

January 3. 

Three guests acconlpanied the Maharaja on the shoot to-dnv-Sir 
Frederick 07Connor, Mr. Verney and Mr. Musselwhite the film opkrat,or. 
They had a day to remember ! A single tiger was first found. a fighting 
beast who provided sonre fine film before he was finally killed. He 
measnred 9 feet 9 inches. 

The next ring was nearly eight miles to the soutll and provided 
hours of excitement. This locality was ~ha~racterised bv verv heavr 
grass taller than the elephants, and undergrowth in klricl; it was 
almost inlpossible to see the quarry. A tiger is first put up. at which 
the Maharaja fires two shots. The noise distlrrbs 4 more tigers. 
and so there arc 5 tigers in all enclosed (2 tigers, 2 tigresses and a 
large cub, i.e., two families). It is a nerve-racking business to tackle 
so rnanv tigers in that tremendous grass, in which thev can lie Ilnsecn 
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witllin a few feet of the ele~hant~s. Drit they are nioving al~ollt. glr)wIi~lg 
and slinking unseen, without offeering a d~ot to the marktjman. S,I~~~]CBII 1~ 
pfindeinonium breaks out at otle section of the line, elopllxnta trl,lllpct- 
ing, fidgeting and curling up their trunks, with the usual a(.compi~ni~~irrlt 
of shouts and yells, clearly indicating tl~iit one or rnortl tigcrs 
gone that way. At last after further beating, an ariinial ceonlrs o~~t 
where the undergrowtll hams been trampled, and is killecl wit11 two 
shots (8 feet 8 inches). 

The ring is beaten again, and a tiger lei1.p~ 011 to the runip of one 
of the beating tuskers Hiranya Yrasatl, anti stavs on for several yards. 
biting and clawing, before dropping off. JIr.-\'erney fires, an;l tile 
wounded animal is quicklr finisllwl off 1)v Ifis Highness (9 feet) who 
presents the skin and the 'luckv bones (hajrjrr in Nepali) to Jlr. \7cm~v. 
Again the howdahs and beating elepliantrs' go tllrorlgh the hravv grass. 
and six shots are fired at intervals as onr or anotlier tiger slloks itself 
for a moment. The next to fall is a, tigress (8 feet 3 inches). 

By this time the sun has setl, but tliere arc still 2 tigcrs in tllr 
ring, and the howdahs turn 0nc.e more into the 11c~nvy grass, wliicll 
however by this tiine llas been trampled down a good deal. For a 
change, the next tiger charges the line. A pad elephant is panic-strickcrl, 
whisks round and bolts. throwing off its lllallout and Lieutenant Brikha 
Bahadur to the ground. They are however unscathed bv the fall and 
by the tiger, and are quickly mounted on another elephahtr. The tiger 
tims back instead of breaking throogli. and is shortlv denpatche(l by 
Colonel Kiran, His Highness's son. He nleasrlres 8 feet. This is the 
first tiger shot by Colonel Iiiran. who, in accordance ivith the cnstoni 
prevalent in Nepad, presents ncrzclr* to His Highness. 

It is now 6-45 p.m. 011 a winter night!, and the light has conipletel~ 
gone. But still there is another tiger in the ring. a tigress (as it 
happened), and by now a fury incarnate. It is a weird anlazing scene. 
a nocturne of tlie jungle, where nothing can be seen except the crowns 
and branches of the scattered trees against the light of stars. Th(* 
Maharaja, and Generals Babar and Bahadur fire at intervals at a noise 
or at ra~~dorn. Then the hunt takes on a different aspect. as torches 
blaze out all round, and by their light the tigress is at last spotted and 
Icilled (8 feet). 

Six tigers in one day, the laa& killed by torch light ! To parapilrasr 
a famous poem---God of shikar, was ever shikar like this in tlie world 
before ? 

* This c~~stonl is equally prevalent in India also, aud consists in presenting a coin, which is 
touched and give11 back. 



His Highness rct,urnetl to camp 1,v the light of the torches at, 
9 p.111. Whil,t the repre~ent~atives of Britain and IT. S. A. thought, 
of surll a dhv of sport and excite~~~ent is not. recorded in the slrootJing 
dia,rv. 

The primitive Nepali shares with most uneducated Orientals a 
marketl, ant1 sometimes clistinctly annoving, inabilitv tlo give any 
reliable idea of distance. The e~yressi~~~ di pugyo jit. has arrived) 
may nlean a nlile or two further, while rlilekati ta,dl~cc (a short way) 
lnav easilv be four or five miles (or furlongs). When some eoilcrete 
figtire of miles or kos has at last been obtained by persistent inquirv. 
it is usually safe to double or even treble it. (A kos is tthe Nepili 
)Ileasure oi distance, and is about 4.000 yards.) 

To-day His Highness experienced this characteristic failing. The 
messenger' brought the news of a kill which he said was 14 kos awav. 
So the Maharaja spent the morning dealing with accukulittion bf 
admini~tra~tive work, and started leisurely at about 2 p.m. on an 
elephant. However the distance proved to be 5 kos, ant1 it was already 
dark before the ring was completed. But by the light of some torches 
a tiger was killed, followed by a weary trek lmck to the camp by the 
faint light of a new moon. 

January 4. 
The camp nlovecl to-day to Hirapura sorrlc miles westward. 

After 2 p.m. a beat was made and a, small leopard (6 feet 6 inches) 
was shot. 

A good tiger was killed on 6th. On 7th although there were four 
kills and three rings were made. the tigers were not in the rings or 
vicinity. 

January 8. 
The solitarv wild tusker, previously mentioned at Maclll~ali camp. 

turned up aga& at this camp and caused consitlerable trouble at night 
around the elephant encampment and also al.o~lncl the h9a9haraja's c.nn1p. 
SO the (lay was spent in giving hiill a lesson. He was located in tllv 
morning about half a mile away, and wherl he saw the tame elephants. 
he ~nade a rush at them. Rut a vollev of blank ca,rtridges frighteneci 
him off. ant1 the tanre ~lephants set off i;l hot pursuit'. 111 mid-jungle hc 
turnetl at bay, ant1 the higgest of the fighting tuskers went in to tackle 
him. After a brief fight the wild one trlrned and fled, and ~~lthough 



The Malmrc~ja, ;rc Na,?ya IC,ltrl~rk. 6 3 

followtbd for a tinle by the tarne elephants. :~11(1 Iat~r f~]]o~'('(l tllp 
tl.ttc*kers for 17 miles, his tmckfi wercl finallv lost an(] Ire c~~(,apetl. 

To-day Sir Prederick O'('onnor and Mr. VvrnPy rlrtpartnl. 

January 9, 10 and 11. 
'L'hrrc tigers were shot I~II~, there was 1lot.11ing of partic-ular interc~st 

t.o rccaord. 

January 12. 
Another wild tusker, attracted bv the large herd of fenlalr rl~pllants. 

had tlirned up and was proving a ndisarse. This was not a vm- large 
one, but was very active, and an att1empt at a k?rrdduh provc.d'usrl~ss 
for this reason. The tame elepllants had hacl a strenuous three wcekr; 
hunting tigers almost dailv, and wcre ralthc.r out of c.onclition in c.onse: 
qllence, so ro~ild not catch'him. 

It was decided to try the pit. method and C'ommanding Genera1 
Bahadrrr Shumshere made'the following arrangements under his per~onal 
supervision. A pit was dug as tlescribed in chapter I\'. on a path t,he 
elephant wa,s likely to follow. and sewral female elephants were tethered 
on the side nearer the camp. During the night of 12th/13th. the 
tusker came and fell into the trap and was caught. There followerl the 
trick7 business of getting strong ropes on to his Itbgs and around his 
neck: As the pit was too narrow to permit him to t11r11 ~OIII~~. it W~S 

exciting but not very dangerous work to get ropes round his ha.cak legs. 
b~it noosing his n<ck, with his trunk lashing and writhing rountl. 
was a more difficult problem. However by the rnorning he was 
securelv roped. the ropes bring fastened ~ecrkrcl~ to 4 big tltskers 
fore a~;d aft. 

Then EaIlowed the process of getting hi111 out* of the pit. a9nd an 
interesting film was taken of the proceedings. The bank in front of 
hirn was partly broken down. and helped by a st,eady strain on the ropes. 
after violent efforts he managed to struggle out. At once he made a 
dash for libertv, to be pulled up by the rear elephants. Then he t>rietl 
to turn to on; side, t,o be stopped by the elephant on the other side. 
For an hour or more the struggle went on in fairly dense tree forest. 
and the ropes ~omet~imes became tangled with the trees and creepers, 
which further aggravated the difficulties. Partly bv coaxing and partlv 
bv force. with big tuskers orcasiona~llv pusllin~ hiin here and there is 
~lrccssarv. 1,e was at last brought ollt, 'into the open. to form the t.elltrr 
of a triompl~al procession bark t,o camp. Id by the 3Iilbsraja. ~~l~o was 
very pleased with the caapture. 
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STSAIYA CAMP. 
January 15. 

To-(lay was rernarka1)lc for two c~c~lits. rlltllougll tllercb wcBrcn ]lo 

I{ills, i;~mbbar was brought that ;L hig 1c:opanl had ijeen Reen trving to 
kill s village buffalo in an open gr-axsy plain. (1 t is \.ery ran: for l;opards 
to attack a buffalo, although thev frequentlv kill buffalo c.alves tied 
up as a bait.) Part of the elephants seamhe;l tlle light grass aml the 
rest searchecl the adjoining forest. while His Higl~nrss di~jnrounted for 
sorne refreshment. 

Presently an elephant arrived from tlic line in the forest. bringing 
the news t'hnt the leopard hat1 heen seen. The Ilowdah elepllants and 
rriost of tho rifles were awav in the other pnrtv, but tJhe Naharaja climbed 
on to a p;~d with a ~lannlicher rifle, and soeeessfullr killed it. It 
proved to he 9 feet 4 inches in length. whirl) is believed to be easilv a 
record for the wliole world. (A leopard of 8 feet 6 irrclles ohtninod'the 
gold nledal for the finest' shikar exhibit at the Allaliahatl Exi~ihition, 
191 1. the exhibition where In:tny of the \vorldls rec.ord trophies of 
lntlian game were sllown.) 

While this shoot was in progress. at 2-15 p.m. the people in the 
camp felt tlle shock of a powerful earthquake, although this was of 
course not felt bv the shikar partv on the elephants. It passed in a 
moment; and wa; a subject for inteiest,ed conversation hut not perturba- 
tion. Naturally no one realised at the time that this was the distant 
ripple of the greatest calanlitv Nepal has ever experienced. whir11 has 
been described elsewhere. 

January 17. 
There was no kill t,o-day. but ('ommantling General Rahadur Shunl- 

shere saw a tigpr and tigress while returning to camp. Inlmediatelv 
the elephants available on the spot com~ne~sed to make a ring. hit 
hefore it was completed the tigress made her escape : However the 
tiger was trapped and snccessfnlly despnt,r.hecl by General Baliadur. 
As t,his was the first tiger he hacl slrot. since His Highness hecanle Prinle 
Minister, Gellcral Bailadnr prescntecl na.zar according to time-ilonoured 
tmdi tion. 

It, is a,ilotiler tribute to the wonderfnlly (leveloped skill and shika~. 
sense of the Nepalese that nlore oftell tilair not they can surcessfullr 
deal with i~ cllancr-met. tiger caala,lly ~(~rn on the \;.av. If by sight. 
sound, or a liill, a tiger can be approxinlatel!. located. it is an odds-on 
chance that tl~th t,rainrcl pc.rso11nc.1 and supe1.l) hnrrtlnhnst will add it to 
the bag ! 



January 19. 
The camp was ~llovecl to-(lay t.0 this new loc~lit~y. Here wilt] 

rumonrs of soine ap~alling eatrsstrophe in Nepal reached the camp, but 
tthe coinplet,e breakdown of all c~omn~nnirations, t>elegmphs, roads, 
milwars. etc., both in Nepal and in Bihnr, made it in~possil~la to ohth 
any reliable inf~rmat~ion. It was not 11ntil danrlarv 23 that t,wo eye- 
\vit,nesses arrived to describe the destruction of cities, the wrecking of 
palaces, the loss of life and property. This great catastrophe llas been 
(lescril~erl elsewll ere, and olie (:all ajq,reoia te ttll c feelings allil sensatio~l 
of the Maharaja and all the camp en~ouragr at the receipt of this news 
sway in the jnngles, some lmnrlreds of miles from Kat,hnlan(lu. It- 
11ro;~ht the shooting trip to a preinat'ure c,lose, but while arrangements 
were'.being made for special trains, etc., for the long ret~lrn journey. a 
number of tigers were shot in the vicinity of Dhakanaba.gli and 
Banhassa. 

The return journey was started on January 27 and proved a 
terrible ordeal. The B. &. N. W. Railway svstem in Bihar was shattered, 
with 1,ridges wrecked and the trark a iorkscrew : motor roads had 
va,nishecl and the surface of the country was fissured with gaping 
cracks. It was not until February 4, that His Highness could reach 
his capital. 

The total bag for the period December 23 to Ja'nilary 26 was 
36 tigers and 4 leopards besides the capture of a wild elephant and a 
pythoi~, not collnt'ing nunlerous sorts of deer and some boar. 

THE MAHARAJA REVlSITS NAYA MT!L'IJK, 1936-37. 

Three years before. the Maharaja's visit to Naya M~zl~xk had been 
abruptly cut short 11y the great earthclualte, and as a result nearly half 
the district had been left Gut. He wished to see the condition bf the 
people on the east,ern side and also what works of improvement hati 
been co~npleted on the western side as a result of his first tour. The 
court left Kathmandu on December 3, 1933, and stIoppecl for two 
clays at Amlekhgunj. On the 4th, the efficacv of the purdah ring was 
clearly established. There were less than 30 elephtlnt,~ available, as 
the great ~najoritv were waiting at Nepalgunj, 150 miles or so to thc 
wrstw-nrd. A tigress had killed, and the shikaris, who cut the line, were 
confident she was enclosed. General Snrya Shumshere, who was in 
charge of shikar operations this year. fixed up an enclosure in two hours 
with half a mile of white cloth (6ee photos illllstratirlg the pnnlah ring). 
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Outsicie this, about 20 alep?lants were clotted at 40 jrarcls intcbI.vsl,r. 
Tll(1rl (:enera1 Surya went illto the rillg with u. cotiplc~ 'of i*le~~h;~~~t~ tr, 
 lake sure that a tiger was ericlosd. After half an 11otlr ;r t,igrrsv 
sn(ldrnly emerged froin thick cover, and a inesschngcbr gallq,e(l otf tn, 
canlp with the news. 

His Highness arrived at 2-30 p.m. ancl atlvanc*etl into th~ 
enclosure. The tigress again broke cover and wtlrrt hounding away, 
hut when she came to within 15 yards of the white cloth. she shied off. 
and repeated this nlancleuvre three or four times. Presently IIi8 

Highness fired two shots, which woonclcd her. sncl " with a furiois mar 
she nlatie a charge at the howdah and the 3 elephants trirnc(l thrlir 
backs and fled. The tigress canle chargi~lg after them for 40 or 50 
yards, when the Maharaja turned round and wit11 un(.l-ring air11 put a 
shot into her chest, and the charging tigress stoppeci short*." It wits a 
remarkable shot from a restive elephant ! It is certain that wit,hout 
the white cloth, the tigress could never have been bagged. hut woul(l 
have made good her escape through the widely scattered  elephant,^. 

His Excellency the Cominancier-in-C'hief, General Padlna Sllunl- 
shere, arrived shortly afterwards and admired the skill shown in this 
shoot. It nlav be noted that it was the first time during His Highness's 
rsgimd that the Maharaja and 11is second-in-command. His E:xeellency 
t,ht Commander-in-Chief, left liathinandu and tourcd t'oget her. 

- Two davs later the court left i)r sperial train for Kaxaul. the 
frontier station on the Nepal-Bihar 1)brder. 01, il clear \viiltcr morning 
one of the most wonderful inountaiii panoraliias it1 the world is 1-isible, 
from the elevated station foot-bridge. Looking ~iortl~\vards over 20 
miles of flat plain, tlhc ('huria range of Sijvalik footliills call he seen 
looking very tliminutive from here. Behind, the dark masses of Maha- 
bharat rise to 9,000 feet and 10,000 feet ahovc sca-I~vel. Behind this 
again, the greatest snow peaks of the Himalayas tower rlp into the blue 
sky. Two -hundred miles to the east-nortli-oast the grwt lnassif of 
l<~nchc~~jun~a (28,100 feet) is clearly visible. Sliglitlr -. ~v\'estwarcis two 
peaks, almost hidden i)y the Mal~al~hnrxt range. prove to 1)~ Makaln 
(27,800 feet) iilid Rverest (29.000 feet). A 1luntlrc.d and fifty miles to 
the nortlh-west 1)hau lagiri (26.700 feet) is secbn in loticl\- qplendour. 
lo between. four inore great inountains of 26.000 feet aiid over, 
I~ura~rpnm Himal, fifaoasla. Himalclmle. GosaintIran, tower over 
Jlshebl~arat. ; in all, eight pealis of over P6.000 fciet height -in a 
range froni Dllaulagiri to Iianclle~ijniiga -of 300 miles of the 
snowy Himalaya ! Surely such a panoralna l~iust be unique in 
the whole wide world ! 

* A11 quotations from the official diary are hi inverted conrmas. 
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Stopping for a while t,o admire t,his wonderful view, the Mltliamja 
itnd suite departed 1)jr special train 011 the R. & N. W. ltailw~~ to 
Rahrairli and Nepalgunj Itoad Stlation, whirl1 was reached 011 tllc 
lilorning of December 7. Here, after being welcorried ant1 garlanc]c(\ 
at the station by high officials of thc district of Bahraich (India) 
and Naya Muluk (Nepal), His Highness motored 11 miles to tlrc 
first cal;lp Oalari. 

As endless repetitions of tlie same therne nil~st inevitably 1)econrc 
nlonotoiious and boring, the shikar incidents of this t'our will not bcb 

detailed, but onlv the more exciting or instr~lctivc items will he 
recorded. 

On December 7, to quote the official record, " A single tusker 
wild elephant, came in the night and attacked our hathisar, eloped with a 
she-elephant ". However t,his jungle honeymoon was of short dl~ration, 
as the she-elephant was recapturcti on the 8th. 

On, December 8, a tiger was shot in the morning. After a conple 
of rings round other kills had proved futile, a tiger was ringed after 
5 p.m. His Highness decided it ;va.s too late to go out several miles to the 
spot, and sent, back orders that/ the Generals and senior officers should 
return to camp, but tlie rest of the officers, sepovs, orderlies and mahouts 
with their eleplia,nts should remain, and tees the tipr i,b the ring ull 
ncqht ! Arra.ngement,s were made for their fecciing during the night. 

,4t, 9 p.m. the orderlies took the long strips of white clotlli to 
make the purdah ring, and were eng~ged in fixing it up, when tlie wild 
tusker appeared on the scene and again niolested the ring elephants. 
One of these- a za,mind,zr's elephant -took fright, threw her mahout. 
and bolted into tlhe ring where the tiger was. This tIist,nrhrd the tiger 
and he started roaring arid moving n,bol~t. 'I'he orderlie.: I~OW~VPI. 
hravelv went on with their jol). " =Is the tiger was within the ring 
there was some (langcr of llinl sttarking them, awl of the (3lcplrant.s 
getting iiervous antl trampling upon tlle111. Rut, for two hours they 
continuetl t,o fix tbc p~irtlah wall. Froni the irrsitltl tlio tigw irlatie 
at.tacks, and frorn the outsidr t,h~ wild clepliant tnadc atJtlsclts, but the 
jot) was chornpleted. Hat1 it not been for t,hr~ c~lot~h, it wo~tltl have been 
ii~ipossiblc to 1teep the tiger c~onfiirr~tl. Thch wild eltbpilant was fin:tlly 

9. frightc~ned a,wav with pist,ol shot,s n,~rrl iroiso of cxp1osivc.s . 
r1 In~agine the scene, in t,l~c. depths of :L wint,c>r night i~l~(l a 1era1 

jungle ! An a~t~onisliing t,rihrtttl to the Nepalrst. p111c.l~ and org:tnisntioir. 
To continue the quotation. " T11r st'rip of \rhitr calotlr ~natle t,hcnl feel 
sale against the tiger, and tllc. running away of t'l~c wild el(lp11wnt gavc 
them a sensc of securitv, antl so they slept, for seine tirne. Mr11en the 
noise and the t,unlrllt of rnen a.battld,' tho tiger snarlcd hideously inany 
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s time, while the officers patrolled with a lantern and torches. Sliortly 
before daybreak the tiger showed his eager intention to escape, but llis 
nose struck against the cloth and he retired into shelter in the nliddle 
of the ring ". His Highness with the C~nlnla~rlcler-in-ellief and otller 
Generals left camp at, 7-15 a.m. and entered the ring at 8-30 ant1 tllc~ 
tiger was successfnlly ltillcd sliortly after 9 o'clock. 

To keep a, tiger ringed :all night, in spite of iiittlrfcreilcc of it \vilcl 
elephant, was ail OII t,st,a~itlillg iachievcll~e~lt. 

Later in the day, His Higliness i~lspec:tctl Ncpalgunj towii, ai~1 
sanct,ionrd the constr~~vtio~~ of yotac;l roads. tind ;L Pipeline for 
improved water silpp1-y aSnd ortlcrrcl stcps to he taken to stop the 
tlepredations of dacoits ant1 tliievcs. Kaptlcs 500 wiis distrih~~trlrl 
amo~igst the agerl a11(1 dis,zl)lecl ilihabitibllts. 

Two clays Inter, 11t.w~ was reccived in cniup that l(iiig Edward 
(now I-)ltkc of lbi~ldsor) had abdicated in Favour of tl~e 1)ulte of 
York. 

T)eceinl)c*~- 12 was tlistirlg~~isllctl by 1)ug of 4 tiger:: shot in 
two rings. A wctlk later. when His Highness was returning late in the 
evening wit11 :I few pwcl el~ylla~lts, tllc big wild tusker, who Ilacl been 
following tllc (.amp siilcc~ llis Iatlv fl-iencl lli~(l 1)cclli rc~scuc~d fro111 his 
att,cirtion ten (lays before, was s;~drleillv nict at close (1llitrtel.s in tlir 
(luslc. The (liary notes " His ~i~llil;bss sliowl(t adiniritblc coo 1lt.s~ 
on this occasion. The wild one stared at hini for sorlletinle, arid everv- 
one stood at gaze for several mir~ut~es. Then he raised his trunk a&l 
was coming towards the partv, but was stopped by firing of shots 
into the air. His Highness decided to capture hiin after so~ne days. 
as a11 attempt at immediate capture would interfere with the tiirr 
hunt ". 

By December 28, a c:onsi(lerablc it of tigers Ilad 1)ecn 
shot, including two nlagnifici~nt figllti~rq tigers (hitch aicasuring 10 feet. 
5 inches. The shoot on the 29tli provi&(l a t,erritic iri(.idcilt,, pn,bal~l!- 
the most exciting of all iii t1he hf,zl~ara,ja,'s sl~ooting c8a,rrrr, \VIIOI\. ill 

fact,, the Rlaharn,ja was in consit-lerabltb cla,llger. of 1)t)iilg Itilletl ! 

General Surya, who was organisi~i~ t,hc: slloot,, \vo~lt c:l,rlv ill tllt' 

morning and by R o'clock h;ul nla(lr a wlrcessful rinp r01111d il. tiger. 
and sent in news to tllc camp. At 9-15 lTis Higlltlrss anct t110 
Commander-in-Chief mot,ored 011 t and rra ch~d th tb ring about t,wo 
lrollrs later. His Highness and (;enera1 Surva niouatctl th' tuslicr 
Rhimgaj. while the Conlman~ier-in-Chief and "General hlrigrnrlra rode 
on a~lot~lier big tusker Gane~hga~j. Srveral pad elephants also ciitc3rc(l 
the ring to beat out the tiger. 



The Muharuju in  nay(^ Mul~k. 7 1 

A tiger and a tigress were put up, and His Highness hit each ivitll 
his 12-bore Paradox. Both woundetl animals retircd into t11ic:k ~hc?ltcr 
in the nliddle of the ring. 'I'lie cover was t,rc~nen(lours ;trl(I t,h,: 2 
wo~inded tigers refused to break. So the onlv tl1in~ was to follow then, 
up close, and to follow up a couple of wou~;rlc~l tigers into sucll tllirk 
cover, soon after beinq wounded, is al~out the most (lang~rous i~(.tioll 
that call be taken in Indian big game shikar. Thc (:orn~~la~l(ler-in- 
Chief begged to be allowed to go forwanl, hut His Highness wolild not, 
hear of it, and insisted on going himself. Hr, poi~ltetl out that his 
elephant Bhimgaj was staunch. while the Con~nlander-i!1-C'11i(~f's was 
nervous. Nothing could be seen of the tiger in thc rlnderpro\vtlr, Ijllt 

suddenly, from a, range of 8 feet. he leapt on His Highness's cl~yhant. 
catching hold high up on the trunk and started savagel\~ 1)itirig arid 
clawing. The other elephants tur~lrd tail and comnlence(d to 1)olt. hut 
Bhiingaj vigorously counter attacked, and tried to kill the tiger hv 
crushing it on the ground. This meant that the elephant was almo;t 
standing on his head, and " the howdah was tilted do\vnwanls almost 
to the ground. There seeined tlo be no possibilitv of the inen in the 
howdah keeping their position. If thev fell out, tilev wonld i~~evititl,lr 
fall into the jaws of death ". (The second wounded t,iger was circliig 
around. near its mate.) I11 this critical situat,ion, deafenetl b\r the nlad 
roaring of the tigers and the tnlnlpetiog of the elepl~ants. H~S Highness 
kept his position bv ])racing his legs against the front of the h61dali 
an3 firmly clirtcllin~ the hand rail. General Sorya, who was terrified 
of falling on to his father and knocking hi111 OLI~,, similarlj- cl~rtched 
the hack of the howda,h with all his niiglit. 

For minutes which seemed like hours, this life and death struggle 
between the elephant and the tiger continued. ivhile any attempt at 
shooting was out of the question. d superb painting of this dranlstic 
moment, by the pllotographer-artist mlio uras an ere-\\-itaess of it. hangs 
to-(lav in the great Durbar Hall in Katjhmandu, \vhich is reproduced in 
this Gook (see colorlred plate 10). 

" Then Bhilngaj raised his head and retreated for several paces. 
but the mahout stopped hiln. El-ervone was struck dun~b for somcb 
tinle. People were gazing hut all \v&e spercllle.;~ a~ld all faces turnell 
1 Tllen His Highness laughed a inerr\- laugh and advancer1 oncc 
inore, and His ir;xcellenc~- the ~0111nlande~-il1-~hief begged l1in1 not to 
move forward, lest t,Iw blephant should onre again c llarge t4he tiger, 
upon which His Highness replied that there were no poundsfor fear, 
and csl~nly fired at and killed the tiger. His Excellencr the Colnulander- 
in-Chief said it was one of the inost terrif~~ing incidents that had ever 
happened, and it was onlv the grace of Sri '~asl~u~at~inath that had pro- 
tected lim. He offered his congratrllations on His Hiyhiless's escape ". 
r 1 llre tiger nleas~rrcd 9 fret 6 inches ;ind t,llc tigress 8 feetl 11 inches. 





Such all episode would havc) I,cckn enough for the llprvcs of II~OS~ 

t;llikaris for a time, hat His Higllness evidently has none, anrl thc~ very 
nest, clap was eilgagcel in another nerve-sllatte~rin~ int.i(ient. ~h(~ 
nlc)rni~lu was spent in hunting air el~lsivcl tip wlricl~ i:wtapccl. ancl it was 

r, 
llot untll the late afternoon that anothc~ tiger wa.; r;uc.e;cssf~llly en(:lo~~(]. 
Tllr Maharaja anel party reeche(1 tl~(~ spot at 5 p.111.. n here i; (010th rillC' 
l~aci b(:en rna(1e. As soon as His Highness a(l\~an~~t~(l illto the: 
a t,iger started a1111 reA(llle(i the south(1rtl scl(;tor. wl~(hr(' IIV turnct(1 frOll1 

tile iloise and tlle yllling, an(1. ?alloping right across, hr. ju~n~~e(l tb(1 
cloth anel broke through tlhc elephants. TIw lilahouts inlrneciiatcl\r 
sl~rung right nncl left (as ltas been desc~*il)~ct clscwhcbre) and cnvlos~~rl hi,;) 
again. Once more 11e brokc through. ancl oirc.cb Illore IIV was success- 
fully ringecl. Rv this time it was rvenitrg ant1 gcbtting verv dark. 'I'!I(I 
anikal had concealed himself in a 1)ig tllornv I~nsh. all([ the beating 
pad elephants could irot drive him out. BU~ as His Highness calllr 
near, he charged one of the elepllants and scratc*heti her nose, and His 
Highness fired and wounded !1i111. when once inore 11e went into the 
thick shelter. Tt was now difficult to see even the end of the rifltb, so 
torc,'~e.s ruere lit ! An elephant \vith an orderly holding a torch was 
charged f~lriously, the tiger climbing on to the hindquarters and hanging 
on for some ten yards. After this " the other elephants could not take 
coora,ge to start it again, or to go near it." which is scarcely surprising. 
T~P very idea of trring to finish off a wounded and furious tiger. bv the 
light of flickering torches i11 thick Terai jungle. is enough tlo give shivers 
to the average Aikari ! 

So the shoot had tn be al~andoned for the night (the 01111- case 
recorded in all the shoot8ing diaries ivhere His Highness had tb leave 
n wounded tiger without finishing it off. It was found dead next, 
morning). 

A period of comparative calm followed all these thrills and 
adventures. A tiger was shot everr second or third dav, hut there 
were no more fighting tigers until tkards tllr nliddlr of .~anuarr. On 
the 12th, the stout elephant Jay;, Prasad ]lad a sharp fight wit6 a big 
tiger, which the diary describes as follows : " llThen Jam Prasad \writ 
to start llinl, the tiger hung 1)v its trunk and scratched it, and went off 
into refn ge. When started again, the tiger charged furioosl!-, \vhereupori 
the tusker gored hiin witti its tusks and rolled him over. But the tiger 
caught hold of the elephant's legs with his claws, and the elephant ran . . 
forward dragging the tiger for several yards . This tiger, which had 
I,rrll blinderl'in one eye br :L porcupine's quill that was discovered 
there, measured 10 feet 3 inches. 

Tlie following dav provided onth of tlie nlost ferocious fighters in 
tlie J1'a.haraja's experience. Il'hcn t'he ring was formed, it was known 
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that a big tiger was enclosed. which the Maharaja wanted His Excellency 
the ('omnlander-in-Cllicf to shoot8. When the shooting partv enterecl t]ie 
ring on several elepl~a~itjs. tlhr tiger made s desperateA attempt to break 
through tl~t~ ciistern liilc., then turner1 ant1 tried furior sly to break 
through 011 the nortll. but each tiirie c*hecltetl at the yells of the mallouts 
and tile volley of iilissiles. His Excrllency the '~on~r~lantler-in-chief 
fired a grazing shot ;1nd tllcb tiger retreated into thick cover, and for a 
long time tilt. l)eat,tbr elephi~nts could not drivo him or t. At, last he 
a I with :L roar arid a rus11 sprang 011 to the head of a pad 
elephant called l:kraj, tllrri (lmpyed to the ground and immediately 
leapt on to the head of I(l1or Prasad and huilg, clawing and biting this 
elephant's trunk for a coupltl of minutes, causing deep gashes and 
wounds. Aqaiil he tlroppetl to the ground and bountletl off into thick 
shelter. H~B Highness advancecl a hundred yards towards him, but 
before he cool(l get a shot the tiger rusl~ed forward to the nortll-easter~l 
side and sprang on the head of a third elephant, Bhinl Kali, and then 
bollllded off and attacked a. fourth on which was a boy mahout aged 
onlv 13 years. 

" The scellcl was verv terrible :inti pitiable, for tllcl lleads of the 
boy, the tiqer, and the e1rpllant appeilred to be all together, the tiger 
was holding on to the elepllant's liead with one paw aild to the mahoot's 
leg wit1h the other. .4 soldier. on the pad was llolding on to the boy 
mahout bv his belt, and the boy was holding on to the tblephant's ear 
with botli'llan(ls. After a long minute the tigt:r droppe(1 to the grouml : 
he had torn awav the flesh of the nlahout"~ leg down to the bone, which 
was imrnediateli bandaged by Dr. Ganga  fas sad." (A doctor always 
accompanies the Maharaja's shoots, in case of such accidents.) 

fiEeanwhile His Highness put up a tigress and ltilleti her with four 
bullets in swift succession. But the wounded tiger, after himself 
wounding 4 elephants ant1 a mahout, had broken through the ring. 
Immediately, the well-trained staff a,nd elephants swung round and 
succeeded in enclosiilg him ags,in. He was still full of fight and 
once rnortA charged the heating clcpllants and bit two of then1 on the 
legs. Several morc bullets wcw requircd fin;~llv to fiilish hi111 off. It 
harl ta,ken one hour and tl~irt~y-five ininrites to lcill llirrl, a1~1 lic proved 
to bc a lrlagnificent tiger nleas~lring 10 feet 4 inches. 

A fort~ligl~t later. t,llcrch was i111ot~l1e1- c:xt,raortlina,ry cla,y of shikar. 
" Tlle beater t~lephants wcrc Ilcating the u~ltlergrowth, W~OII a tiger 
suddenlv started anti roared, anti thc sountl rnadc a leopard climb a 
tree. A bullet from a -375 riflr hit it, and it fell to the ground bat rail 
away. The tiger was spin started, arltl hc rilade anot,her thunderous 
iyrowl, at which the leopard i~ga~in oli~rlIw(l tllc tnae and ret~lain~d there, n 

closely l~ugging a fork. lIis 1 ligll~lcss saw it itutl fircvl :L sliot that hit 
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it in the side, and it dropped down again, and, staggering snrl rolling, 
it collapsed. hfeanwliile the tiger was insking for Hin Highness's 
elepI~a~rt, but a blillet fro111 the -37.5 causnl it to roll over, arid 
Iiis I<xcellency the Conlnlal~tlcr-ilr-( !11i~f finisl~c.cl it off. It rnr:asurccl 
9 feet 8 il~ches ". 

111 this ri~g ii t,ig(hr iill(l a I(bopar(1 had I)CYAII kilI~(1~ ;i11(1 everyotl(~ 
tllought there woul(1 1)e no ~tlorc shikar. Rut sr~tlclcnlv tliere was ;i 
oreat (~o~lliliotioil, alld R sa1111~liar stag. srrvral rttital' a11(l peafowl n . . 
daslietl off in panic, glv~ng altir~li cballs. atnd l~rraking tllrougli the line. 
So tl~c ring was besten trgaill. anrl nnot,l~er tiger (rcut a tigress) 
appeare(1, an(l irllll~(vliat,clv ;rttac.ked hoti Prasad. tile rlcplla~lt ~lianbst 
to hill,. '' The tiger lilllla 1,v t110 rlc~pllantJ's I,(lIIy. and 1,egali to bite it,. 
The el(~p1iailt too lcickrd wit11 its tr1111lc anil I~gs. ;i11(l tried to clash the 
tiger down. ant1 the tiger also trie(l his best, to I~urt tlie cleptrant, ancl 
for sollie niiiiutcs tl~ey werch 11laking :.a great l~iittlth. TII(J~ tllc tusk~r 
dropr)etl clown and lolling 01-cAr, pressccl lllc tiger with its Iiugc. bulk. 
The klni kun noise of tlrr eleplia~~t and the A ( ) AO groan of the 
tiger were Ileard, i111ti tlllere was great excitel~lcnt all round ". Tlle 
botlv of the tiger coultl not I,(> seeli. hut the head \\as projecting fro111 
und'er the elepha~rt. and thr be(~1 of the damqa o,r thr pud struck nr,a;,tst 
the head of tbe tifyzr ! The pcltr/a (i.e.. tire  ran who stands at tli* back 
of t i~c (.lthpl~ant) an(l ~nal~ou t urertl t hrowl~ clear anci hastilv s~riill~bled 
up :I tree. "The beater ~ll;l~lrollts called out to the &7r//rm. ailcl 
licaring this tho nien on the ring sliouted. The nlen on t,llc 
eleplia~lt are 1;illetl by tlre tiger. Snrcly killed. The elepliant's legs 
alone are seen hut thcl nien are not.' ancl tlrcre was a great uproar 
arid clscitenlent! ". - 

Directl~~ His Highness heard the noise. he ordered his lllaliout to 
adva>nrc? ikrnedi:xt,el! . t,o trr and rescue tlre men being killed (as he 
tlioupht) hv the tiger. regarAless of an\- possible danger to himself. and 
despite th; reororistrance of His ~scbllbnc~ the ('oi~iman(~er-in-(~l~ief. 
As he appro;~.rl~ed the elrphant Ilot'i Prasad stopped rolling 011 the 
tiger, and pot. lip. nrl \vent to His IIigl~ li~ss's rleplra-lit. with the rlaroga. 
speechless with fright hut cluit,c nn1ri11-t. still sitking on the pad ! Tlic 
t8iger wirs lviii~ 011 tile grolinrl. still alive an(i snarling but  ina able to get 
up owi~lg to 111s rrnsl~~d rendition. and His Highlirss quick11- Icille(1 hiin 
wit11 ii (.orly It) of ballets. Tlic 11la horlt and ~wrek cn then appeared. and 
ITis Higli~iehs was verj relierrd to fi~ld that none ]lad bee11 killed or 
cvtbu i~lli~re(i 13v the tiger. 

I)nring tilth first week of 17ebruar~- (l937), the British Jfinister to 
Nrpnl. Colonel Bailev. was having a clioot for si~~amp deer in the Klieri 
forests allout IH niiles awa.v. wit,ll sonic distinguished guests and 
several la(iies. C'olo~:~l ~ailei- wrote and a.slced if the llallaraja \\roold 
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vci-r 1;indly show his guests and the ladies the fanroils Nepalese 
meiliod of' tiger shootiiig, as they were very anxious to see it. His 
Higlinthss not o1lly agreed willinglr, but with his usual gei~erosit~, he 
otTere(1, if opport'rlility onmc, tllat)' two of the guests shoold have h shot, 
at n tiger. 

011 ,J;~,IIIIA~~ 31, cars were sent i~lld brought to His Highness's 
c;~irlp tlie following party : - 

Tlie British Minister (Colonel Bailey), the Earl of Aylesford, Major- 
(:enera1 Sir Richarll Howard-Vvse, Coloncl Stevenson (the Legation 
Surgeon) i~ll(1 four ladies.  here were no kills or tigers located tlrat 
clay, so His Higliness gave a practical illustration or clress rehearsal. 
the gathering of the elephants, wherliny and dividing them, narrowing 
down the ring, beating the enclosure, conducting a ihoruwa shikar 
(i.e., general shikar with a long line of elephants movihg through the 
forest). These antl other shikar methods were shown. The English 
guests appreciated the demonstration immensely and enjoyed the 
sight of a slliliar wit11 so manv elephants. 

The next day, General Surys sent in the news that a big tiger had 
been successfully encircled, and a purdah ring was being fixed up. 011 

receipt of the news, His Highness sent cars to bring the British Minister's 
partv. and on arrival at the scene of the enclosure, they (including the 
ladies) nlounted the howdah elephants, all agog with excitement. As 
tlie shoot was about to start, a nlounted messenger brought the news 
that another tiger had killed in the Bunda khola jungle. and the sliiliaris 
believed it was in the cut circle. His Excellency the Conlnlander-in- 
Chief with General Howard-Vyse in his howdah entered the ring, with 
His Highness on anotlier elephant, and the beater elephants presently 
disturbed the tiger, but the General could not see it clearly. A further 
20 minutes of heatiiig. and the tiger was driven out into view, and 
General Howard-Vyse dropped him dead with one shot, a magnificent 
beast of 10 feet 3 inches. " His Highness congratulated the-General 
on his crack rnarlisnlanslrip, and the latter lifted his hat in grateful sahita- 
tion. All tlie ladies' fitces beanlet1 with clelighl,, and m;~ny photographs 
were talcen ". 

After lunch His Highness motored with his guests to the secoild 
enclosure. No cloth circle had been formed liere. His Excellency the 
Commander-in-CY1lief with the Earl of Aylesford advanced into the 
ring, and presently the t,iger was gliulpscti, but he charged the line 
and broke through. Irllrllediately the well-drilled personnel formed a 
second ring. which sucrcssf~~lly trapped the tiger. The Earl's first 
shot rnissed, but his secoucl barrel hit the tiger badly antl hc was soon 
finished off. Measurenlent 9 feet 10 inches. 
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Thus in the course of thc (la\. each of the dist,il~g~risliecl p~cst,s /)an rp(l rh a big tiger, illld the wllole party was trrate(1 to a superb ex11il)ition ot tll(. 
splendi(l efficiency of the ~epnlese inetho~l of tiger sllootlillg. 

A few davs later, Colonel Bailey wrote again to the Bliilii~rnj;~ 
saving aiiot,lle; distiiiguislled visitor liad a.rrivetl, the fanroos ITield- 
;~ljrsllal Rlannerheirn of Pinlanil. wllo was also very anxious to set. 
Nepalese tiger shooting. His Highness replied tlllat he would of course 
be delighted and lie hopeci during the next fcw days the Field-llfars1l:tl 
would be able to shoot a good tiger. " The ~ritisll Blinistrr motored 
over ,and iilt,roduceti thc Pic.Id-ICI'arshsl to His Highness, who said t,llst, 
he felt great plea,surc ill ~naking Iiis acq~laintar~ce, to \v hich t,hc Riarshal 
replied that lie felt highlv favoured to have this interview with ' the 
meatest head of the onlv'independent Hindu kingdom ', and that he b 
had fought in the Great'war as an ally with the Nepalese. He further 
added that by His Highness's favour, he was greatly lookiilg forward 
t'o the pleasure of a fine tiger hunt ". 

On Pebruarv 6, a very big tiger was ringed by elcpllants ant1 
white cloth, and 'an invitation was sent to the British iilinister to bring 
his party, which included Field-Marshal Riarinerheirn, thc Earl of Ayles- 
ford, Mr. Lloyd Srnith (an American ~nillionairc) and several ladies. 
For an hour and a, quarter the partw elljoyed all the tllrills of a tiger 
ring shoot, with the tiger appearing and disiippearing in the heavy 
growth of gigantic grasses. Field-lliarsllal Blan~lerlleinl was oftub 
unable to spot the glilnpses of the slinking form, ;1,nc1 several shots inissed 
the mark. At last a shot went home, hut it required thrrc illore to 
finish hiin off. The diary notes--" Tlris was an eight-t,ootl t'igrr who 
had eaten eight padah, and was killed with eight l~~llcts. FOII~ bullets 
had hit hiill, and he iileasured 10 feet 7 inches, 1)oing tile record size for 
t'he Nava Mul~lli jungles. His H igllness expressed his congrat~~la~t~ions. 
and the Pield-Marshal replied that he fcllt 1lirnse:lf very hig1ll:- f:~,\-orlrrd 

3, in killing such a ~liagl~ificcnt and enornlous tigcr . 
This great shooting expedit'ion in Na,va Rlulul; wa,s 11ow clrawiilg 

to a close, but on the 10th, va,riety was &klv(i to the bag br several 
shooting parties visitling an area of grassy sw;imp an(t jllil. ;I, well-known 
haunt of swainp deer. His Migllncss did not go. hut the pi~~aties inclutled 
His Excellerlcv the C'oinmander-ill-C'llicf, (:cncra,ls Surya, hfrigendra. 
and others ; tile sl~oot was higllly sncrrssful and totirllc~l 13 fine gond 
(swamp deer) stags. 

This was the last (lay's shooting, ;tilt1 on tllc Igtll His Ilighness 
and party ent'raiiled at Ga~ripha~nta for the return journey. The 
Rfaharaja llad long cherished a desire to visit ~unllnindeli, '' th~ quietI 
thicket of rising ground where the Emperor Asoka set ilp for cvor his 
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pillirl 1.0 witfncbn~ tllai. t.llrn1 t1lw blesa(d olrrh wax l,oril t,hv spot, sacre(! 
b(hyoll(l all nxprmsiol~ to tlrv tI(:t~nliilg illillions of Hu[l(lllists in ];rn(ln ". 
SO tl~c special train wPnt hy Nsutlanwa, fronr wllcbrtb tJrcb M;lhurnja 
motorect to ltuirrmin(lc?i. and Ili~(1 a (JtcrsI!(~/, of J'lil~ij I)e\,i. 

The journey back was then oontinuert. anti I,v easy ~tag(!s t,l~ 
Maharaja returned to Kathnlaodo, which war re&llnl 'on l~ehruary 
19, thus conlpleting a tour of t,\\-o an(] ;L tritlf nro1rt.11~. 


