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who earried him in, a wriggling mase of scales. Had I
known at the time it was a King Cobra and mnot =
Python I had to meet I certainly would not havo
taken the tisk of approaching him so close for the
shot. The King Cobra measured batwaen pegs
13 7%, girth 97, Ventrals 245, Seales 15, suleaudals 84.
As I kunow of no other records in the distriet it would
be intercsting to know measurements obtained by other
members.

May 1929. J.W.B. A,

Observations on Indian Rhino and their shikar on foot,

In the following article I propose giving a deserip-
tion of the habite and haunts of Rhino and my ox-
periences of "still " hunting them. In Indin I have
heard of no ome except myself who has wundertaken
this. In Africa, where the jungles are less dense and
fairly free of tmmense tall reeds and grass, shooting
on foot of the African species has been done. My
experiences after this beast on foot were undertaken
after I had used elephants withoat BUOCOSS, Every
sportsman kunows the dread elephants have of Ihino,
and whilst I was in India, it was said the only two
elephants that were staunch to them wers in the

possession of the late Maharaja of Cooch Behar.
f= It was disheartening, whon on nn elephant, to piek
up 15110 frosh tracks of a Rhino, where Lo had been toading
during the night and go on tracking and tracking
rough miles and miles of giant null and ekra, fording

- bheels * &¢., to come up to the placa where the beast

| lay in his “eeat . or wallow ; then an ominons grunt

i LA Whhltling #ors of noise, and tle elephant would
l. whizz round aud earry one 3 or 4 miles before stopping,
cometimes plunging into. a quagnire, My friend D was
oucs chased by a Rhino- his elephant bolted and got

» stuck in a  quagmire from whi : . :
| much diffinuilty_g which he wus extracted with

Any one who has been ou th
elephant wijl agree with me Batidt 1y

whether ong g on a lowdah or g

etumbles and falls ; @ rolling

p of & ranaway
I8 most unplensant,

pad. The bheast
ship in a storm is not
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in it and worst of all the fathi tries to shake the
piad off ws well as the occapwnts. In a howdah it is
grill worse a3 o0 gets rattled llke a pea in a deam.
Lord Vietor Drooke had hizs arm fracturel in a  ehosk
with one of the Viesroys wlhen his elaphant bolted °
after a charge from a DRhino. In one ¢ase, the
aleslnt I was on  bolted, weat absolutely mad and
the only way the maliout stopped it was to drive the
pointed end of tha jron gond into the slaphanis’ tongrus,
It was all this that made me decide to try maﬂkmg
ghe beast on foob

I hava been after both the Great Indinn Rhine and
tha smaller, the Sumatran oas,

Booresgaon, n  wild tract, situnted on  the zight
bank of tho Hr.L]nnLLputlal in the Darrang distriet of
Agsam, wans the scene of my operations where lay the
heds of the old Brabhmaputra. In this tract  were
“ bheals,” nall, ekra and a ecertain amount of seattered
forast of E-imwl { Bombae ) and wild plum : for aboos
50 equare miles not a villagsr nor a  habitatlon was
to be sesn. It was an ideal spob for Ithino and it is
uo exaggeration to say that, in this comparatively small
arai, there must have been I2or13 Rhino. Kaziranga,
the Sauctuary of Assaim, was on the opposite bank aud
I think Wbino were attracted to this spol after the
jnngle firss, when the young seoecalent null shoots ap-
pearad.

My ‘friend D and I had' besa out many . times
o elephiants withont saccess, so I suggested foot shooting.
1) wag not taking any so I had to undertake the job
my salf.

I mannged &0 get hold of an Assamesge tracker
Loloong by name, who was a ripping elap, nithnugh
nn invederate opiam eater, and would uwot budge in the
morning until he had his “dope” and kept it up,
with small doses, durlng the day. Poor Loioong maet
a horrible [ate us I shall relate.

Before relating my experiences it may be of Interest
to mive some account of the habits of the larger and
smaller Rhioo,

The smaller Rhinoe iz found at the basa of muv
country, where the hills are unduluting and the forest
dense and mixed with sireams pnd cane brakes. [ have
seen them in considerable numbers in the foot hills of
Tipperah, Sylhet and Lushal. In the small ravines there
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are swamps and streams where cane takes the place of
null and it g there where the smaller Rhine
lies up and has his wallows: terrib'e stuff to oaf;
through and in stulking one cannot do it without con-

“siderable noise and being caught up by the thorus on

the cane. ‘The small Indinn Rhine, on this aceount, 18 a
most difficult animal to approaeh s he lies up in his
wallow, like the large species he has always one ear and
his nose stuck up sbove the mud and ‘the sense of
hearing Is very aecute.

The droppings are always in lieaps, in the same

manner as the large Rhino. He is very fond of the
fruib of the O-tengn ( Dellenia indica ) or eleplunt apple,
the result is that the wurine is just like blood: he also
eits the bark of eertain trees and crecpers and I have seen
the bases of some trees almosi entirely stripped of bark
by them. He travels very quickly and is quite at home
moviug either up hill or down hill. He is unot so
dangaronz ns the larga Rhino, trusting generally to flight.
The spoor is a trefoil, simMar to that of the largs one
but smaller. Whan he comes across a fallen tree, he
always go round it being unable to raise his foot
very mueh, Loleong told " me that the Rhino lifts a
fallen treo with its horn and in this way often kills
the youug oue following behind 111 T do not kunow.
what trath there is in this.
g Ty smaller Rhino is 2 great wanderer, in fnet it
15 recordal that one was shot in a tank, that supplied
the engine of & tea houses with witer, by the late
E‘{”"‘ﬂ““ Fraser, a ten planter in  Sylhet. When
ng‘::;hzi'r:;ﬂh;suqm' like the larger Rhine but T bave
kbt : ;ém‘ wake the whistling noise of the latter
Taime Wik (DVOE. COME. norOEs thom in pairs like the
_ﬁ.rgﬁmléliﬂﬂgg mu‘l‘?f and female or solitury.

hnve > e . SN ;
shatpotied and ‘olenned, | o> " Uoro’ the homs: aro

The large Rhino ig fﬁItTli Fth
it fgmi“"*h‘ drsing “bheols” dus
na, mﬂl, ‘H‘Lﬂ Sld el
ﬂuvoumﬂ._ wild (I:ﬂg-ru

The best way to gt :
largs Rhino is to vicBo0 OO to the fresh tracks of the
ol -g]ﬁhm;: o0 Visit n “bhes!™ ‘and if after the smaller
thio stiak of 4. Lho .Riving, feeds: it night and: at

i of dawn, will go. 8 o 19 miles to have his

dhoob grass which
during the eo'd weather
30 grows and is also
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giestn In the tull *null” and “ckea’; these seats can
be sean [n numbers whan stalking. In  his propross
through these reeds regular tunnels are made. Many
W 1]14;':.»;-: both old and new may he found and into these
he plunges where troubled with the heat, usually
spending  the hotiest hours of the day in  them.
(BIY l::!-u'l.mg them he is coversd with mnd which cikes
and i85 impervious to the Dbites of mosquitos and other
biting flies;, When wounnded and pursoed he will
nlso often plunge into them, ¢én rewls, to eool himself
and then go on; this makes trucking an easy matter
as the wetb mml ndherss to the reeds and gl‘lﬂ.ﬂ ag ha
brushes tlll"i}]]_lt‘i'll,.

Many pﬁ}uplﬂ believe that the horn of a Rhino is
nsell ag an offensive weapon; this is uwot correct, its
only use is to dig its wallows. The weapons of offence
ara the huge sharp tusk like testh, sharp us razors
at the gide of the Jower jaw.. When using these the
upper lip is turned ap and the lower one down, exposing
them to the Iull: the mouth being openad at the same
timae. ‘They ean inflict terrible gushes, as evidenced
by the gears on an old bull's hide; and, were it not
for the shields, in every fight oune or other of the
combatants would be digembswellsd.

The flesh of the lhiuo is in great  demand, even
Brahming ecan eaf it amd a fistful is sold for 4 annas;
the horn may fetch anything from Iis. 400 t 600. To a
native, therafore, to bng a Hbino is both a godsend
and a gold mine and for this reason the Assam
Government had to tnke measures in time to protect it from
aextermination. ‘The Marwaris treasure the hern and
cups arse made of ji; which are supposed to make
any poigoned drink placed in them harmless: scrapings
of the horn are also n=ed as medicine to procure an
abortion, In -the opinion of some natives: the urine
is supposed to possess anti.malarial properties and, 1
believe, at Loological Gardens quite a lot of money is
realized by the sale of this secretion. I do net. know
how it iz collected but it must be a ticklish and
dangerous jobs I

A native will build & hut in a tres, above a heap
of dropplngs, and wait there a woeek to _gﬂl; his « Ithinoe;
an iron arrow being fixed into the bullet to make it
more effective.
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Tha smaller Rhino though not so aggressive as the
larga one will, when wounded and L‘:Howeil_ Uy *-‘-1““‘}%"3
and takes some stopping. A female deprived of 1_'*5
yoang, like most animale, is most :lamgm‘(}m“nnd will
charge at anything that comes near her. ‘The young
of the large Rhino gets very tame up to o oertaln
age A friend of mine in Assam had oune and it usga';l
W go out every day with jts keeper and fetch its
fodder, which was placed on its bLack, like an elephant.
I have never heard of the young of the smaller species
being kept in eapbivity. :

L forgot to meation that the hide of the Rhino,
especially the shields, is used by the Nagas to make
shields and Rowlund W\ ard, by a  special process, gots
& beautiful polish, resembling tortoiseshell, on it out
of which tables, whips, walking-sticks  ele. are made
The feet, of course, are the chief tropliy for the sportsman.

When feeding or undisturbed the Rhino walks very:
slowly, but when chasel it is astonishing with what
speed the animal trave!s. I. ehould say its spead, in
full gallop, is about 15 miles per hour. It will go
through unbroken “null” or vekra” like a rabbit through
bracken, ploughing a clear path in its progress. Even
half-burnt “null” and “ekra®, which gometimes baffles
an elephant, is -nothing o a Rhino. When chasged he
spins round every now and then facing the pursuer
and then dashes off again. In golug easily through

swampy and “ponky” ground the Rhino has no rival

and it is wonderful how litkle the feet gink in thie
stuff. T think the shape of the foot, acting  like a
snow shoe over su0w, enables the animal to gat over
easily,  The wedge-shapoed head lhelps him to get

through heavy jungle and the thick hids protects him
from thorns and “ekra” stumps,

When eh_,nrging_ i:-_hq_ﬂ_ll!mal utters a lond nasgal snort,
Inmv?ra tha h_enii and gomes thundering along: it is al-
ways wall 0 jump to the. side when a charge is being
made, Sqmﬂ.l;imaa 1t will not charge home but will stop
:hnl?:;rl'gpxgg fat;f Bhnhf;ng‘ltﬂ”hﬂﬁd from side to side and
also rapidly \i‘hiﬁlt:d.t © ground like a cow; the tail is

The sense of he
hearing are very ﬂ?::ﬁta. is bati but smell and especially

They visit salt ligkg 15

B

—y
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as I know they have erossed rivers like the Brahmaputra
and Benelli when in flood.

The azhes of burnt jungie are eaten by the Rhino,
no doubt for the saline matter contained.

I have nsver gsean the third wariety of KRhino, the
Asiatiec two-horned one (R.sumalbrensiz) the greater part
of whose body is clad with hair of some length, so must
leave a description of him to other sportsmen.

I will now relate some of my experiences on foof
after Rhino. They wera thrilling times, and, although
my last experience ended in a tragedy, I look back to those
days with pleasure and my heart beats fast when recalling
them. If anyone wishes to undertake thiz job let me
toll him that the sportsman must be in first rate
training. This sort of shikar can.only be douo after the
jung'e fires, April and May in Assam, when the heag
from the eun is terrific. It also means a long tramp,
wading through and swimming “bheels” and foreing one’s
way through unburnt jungie and wild cirdamoms 10
or 11 feet high, a very weary and tough job. My longest
day, according to my diary, was from 3 a m, to 11-30
p. m., allowing one hour, out of this, for a halt for
rest and lunch, I was so tired after this, that the
slightest movement gave me cramp in the legs. Every
sportsman who has had a long day after Markhor and
Ibex, over difficalt country, knows the feeling; however,
‘a hot bath, n good dinner and sweet slumber makes
one forgec all this,

My wife and my tracker Loloong were with me on
my first experience. We procured an elephant to take us
to the “blhesl” where we wers going to pick up f[resh
tracks. We found tracks, evidentiy of a bulf that had
been feeding thers during the night, and leaving my
wife to return to eamp, Loloong aund I proceeded to
follow them up. We had left camp abt 3 n. m. and
reached the “bheel” at daslight. We tracked nnd tracked,
through the tunnels and burnt jungle, till 1 p. m. After
erossing a large piece of bumuid ju_uglg we saw a patch
of unburnt jungle, with some simul trees and wild
plums and Lelooug was sure the bull was lying up in
this and he wae right. On entering ir, the tracks were
very plain. Loloong led the way ronnd with a 12 hore
rifie and [ followed with a 450 H. V. In one of the
tunnels our way was blocked by a huge muass of dead
reels, several feet high, the accumulation of years.
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I thonght it impossible for the Rhino to have got through
this but Loloong held on and erawled tnder this heap

~and then suddenly drew bick and he'd up his flogers,

I then knew that the Rhino was there. Crawling under
the heap, not an easy job, what was my astonizhmont
to sse a huge Rhino about 8 yarde away, standing
broadside on and not maving a muscle. From my awkward
position I fired at his shoalder; he gave a snort and a
rash, fortunately no: in our direction, otherwise both of
us would have lieen trampled to death. We woent after
him, tracking was eiwsy ns there was plenty of blood.
The animal went on and on oaly stopping at a fow
wallows en rowte: blood marks then becime less distinet
and we bad to trast to other signs The beist ultimately
got into an eld bed of the Brahmapatea, impe.tetrabls
to anything, excopt n Rhino and here we had unfor-
tunately to give up. Night was now falling and there
were mauy miles to go bofore reaching camp, it was
not till 11-30 that we got home. There was no moon
nud how we minagad to find our way throngh those
swamps and jungle was, indeed, marvellous: I was wet
0 the skin and my clothey almost in tattors.

Noxt day we went outoa an elephant to search for
tha benst, but the mahout said the elephiunt would
Bik In the quagmire whera the Rhino had taken relteo
and go 1 ln.-.r:t this beast much to mv recret. &

I rested in camp the who'e of the next day as tlero
was some offietal work to be dons but on [—_,h_a“fgugwing
oae¢ Loloong. and I siarted out aguin,

g ;‘;:mla‘:; ﬁgﬁ ﬂtt 8 a. m. for another *Lhes!” where
T PR mf:ka of a bull, bat It was not
s ot HAk We owme up o him. I got within 10
yards of him hut.z,unfmtunntnly‘ lie " was in heivy sciff
and [ econld not choogse the vital ‘spot. I fired tl:5lr ST
& snort and suddple. Vil pot. red, there wag
Ahe suddenly I fouyd myself caught by my
coat and dragoed into the . J eSS m Ly
tunnel Lolsons « a ll_T;_l_ll at  the side of the
JON8 Was  the perpetrator aud lhad he

And reached there at 11 p. m.
=E ::ff-le; Tifg bath and dinner Lolmngp cume for
i . day. I'told him I was going to
S dem_r;xp 5 he begged me to lend him
& BIx cartridges to shoot pig. (1o retarned

FE
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next evening with five cartridges, and said he had
missed a pig. We then had a dispute as to which “bheel”
we should visit next day;, Whilst 1 was after another
Rhino, I had noticed the track of a big bull in another
“ bheel ¥ and sald “Lolecong we will go there."”
He tried to dissuade me and said he knew another
“ bheel ” where there were threa Rhino and that we
should go there. I'stuck to my proposal, much against
his wish.

We started from Camp at 4 a. m. and on reaching
the ‘*bheel”™ were not long in picking up fresh tracks
of the bull. Then began the long tracking and pushing
one'’s way through unburnt * ekra " and “null™ with
bended baek. It wns weary and hot work making one's
way tbrough the maze of tunnels. We wers hot on
hig tracks by 1 p. m. as evidenced by warm droppings
and freshly trodden grass. We cautionsly advanced, side
by side, with rifles at the ready. I could see that
Loloong was mot his ususl self and appeared ner-
vous. We then came to n tunnel which branched into two
and after proceeding n few yards along the one toour
right lLoloong held up two fingers, denoting there
were two, and drew back a few yards.. I now
decided to take the left branch so as to get a side
shot. No soomer had we done this than there was n
loud snort and I saw a Rhino thundering down on us,
'I'he next instant the Rhino was within a few feet of Loloong
who was on my right, almost touching him and tossing.
its head from eide to gide and stamping its feet.
Loloong threw up his arms with a look of terror and
when the Ihino was almost between hls legs I let
drive. The benst went back 8 or 10 paces, bleading
profusely and undecided as to whether to charge again
or not, 1 was just going to let him have my left barrel
when down the left braneh of the tunnel came another
Rhino, full tilt at me and uttering most unearthly snorts.
I jumped to the gide and as the brute nearly touched
me, I fired and the beast went on. On looking to my
right 1 could see nothing of Loloong; he had ap-
parently vanished. I called out his name several times
and got no reply; at last I heard a choking sound snd
knew something serious had happered I made my way
through unbroken * ekra,” in the direction of the
sound and after going about 20 yards found my poor
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tracker covered with blood, his clothes soanked in blood
ﬂ.lid torn to ﬁll.rﬁdﬁ; Hiﬂe.lﬂ.}df wWas i}I"-:il.—."Liﬂ'll.li:r' i H]LI:'.P.,
there were teeth muarks on his side and his skull was
apparently fractured. The poor fellow was still alive
and, getting Lis head on my kuee, I pulled out the
clotted blood and bits of broken ekra from his mouth,
five minutes later he wus dead.

The jungie was trodden down all round showing
that the Rhino had made sure of killing him. My rif.e
was not there and after the tragody I searched for
it and found it about 10 yards awiu; smashed to bits
and what was very curious was that the stock ehowed
the imprint and depression of one of the nails of the Rhino's
foot.

What happened was this. When 1 was engaged
with the second beast, the wounded bull must huve
charged down on my tracker, got him in his mouth
and carried him through the unbroken Yekra’, stamping
on him and literally worrying him like a dog does a rat

I was now in a dilemma. I could not lenve the
corpse, 80 stood newr, with rifle cocked, In case the
wounded Rhino came for ma. [ mounted guard for 415
hours and then heard a Swishing in the jungle. What
was my joy to see an e.ophant, which my wife, who
Wwas in eamp, had proecured from the matzedar and sent
to zearch for us,

I wrapped the body of- poor Loloong
placed it behind me on the pad and told the
mahout to take us to his Village which was 714 miles
Away. On the way [ noticed a lot of vultures and

PO, to my astonishment found the remains

| 5 BAO, apparently quite fresh. Then the
iy ivg dewned . Loloong on the day on
palr  thit 'b&hinmd Y “filﬂ. had shot the ealf of
Loy *Yed %o viclously; and on that’
nce]?unt,hh? h‘*‘fi .Ehﬂ'wﬁd his reluctance t::n go to my “bhesl.’
Vinﬁgg:pg' ?n;lﬁi:lm]ga l’;n-d _Ih"d a bad time as the
g 1 8 :
pﬁ_nnnm_g._ ‘_[_‘h,ﬂ:l,. lﬂ%ﬂ. thit Tn:h became trueulent and

in  grase,

oo © B8k Al wire to my D, Q. when
vanl:i(;::h:iﬂ c&?ﬁ '}“d he asked for a rgpﬂrt and the
wag ﬁcﬂdtntﬁi - Was blameless and that the death

—
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After the occurrence the vernacular press tried to
make out that 1 was responsible but I think 1 did all that
could be done under the cironmstances and had I known
the calf had been killed, I would never have gone after
these animals on foot. That night on thinking things over
I ecame to the conclugion thatl had had a very narrow
squenl, only a- few Inches decided it and had I not
jumped to the side the secord Rhivo would, certainly,
have got me. Need!ess to say I made ample compensition
to the relatives of the deceased. I'e wus a good chap
but his nervousness at telling a lie had contributed to
his death.

After this tragic and thrilling adventure I promised
my wife never to go after Rhiuno on foot, but if I were
single and had the chanes I would do eo.

One of the wounded animals was seen, by fome Gur-
kbali herdsman, crossing ‘the Brahmaputra. He was sickly
and probably died in the Kaziranga Reserve. My regret
is that I did not bag the murderer.

Before I close this article I wonld like to say something
regarding their distribution and protection.

About 40 years ago the large Indian Rbino was
plentiful in the Goalpara, Darrang and Nowgong districts,
also in the Duars, Terai and Nepal. Pollock saw numbers
in the Jaintrapuri jungle in Sylhet, but there is not
one there now, They were all exterminated 36 years
ago. About 14 years ango the Assam Government saw
wisely the ultimate extinction of this interesting animal
and  formed the sanctunry of Kaziranga, In the
Nowgong  distriet; at the same time absolutely
prohibiting the  shooting of it. Some yearg ago
the Duars authorities followed suit. I should say, at
the present moment, the largess number are found
in Nepal. In the Tezpur distriet of Assam, which I
know best. the best pluces for Rhino in 1911, were the
right bank of the Brahmaputra between Behali and
Boregaon; Gohpur, on the confines of the Lakhimpur
district: the jungles bordering on the bank of the Gohpur
and Sonarupa and Orang at the foot of the Bhutan
hills, also in the Borsola jungles at Singrighat.

Before I left Indiz Isaw a picture of a bag made In
one year by an Indian Prince. I think there were 35
animals or more and mostof the heads looked immature
and not worth shooting. Every sportsman will agree with
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me that this is indiseriminate slaughter and shonld
conse. Cooch Biliar State was also fumous for its lhino
ground, but [ believe none exist there now.

My plea for the Ihino is that more sanctuaries shm}l:l
be made whaerever it is found. This total protection
for a mumber of yeurs and I ecspecially
ask the Rulers of Indian States to afford the same
protection or, ut leust, to use some discretion in thelr
shikar, 5

I should say the smaller Rhino is found, in greatest
numbers, in [l Tipperah, the foot-hills of Lushaland
of Sylhet, but as many of the tracts of the latter are
being opened up as tea gardens by settlers (tea garden
coolies), this animul is disappearing.

The Rhino fs not an aggressive animal except under
special ecircumstances and owing to its extreme shyness
it does not raid crops like the elephunt

Let us hope that the race will muldiply and flourish
and, after the lapse of years, will afford excitement and
sport to the coming eportsmen, As a result of the form-
ation of the daziranga Reseve, a forest officer who visitel
it before I left India, computed the number of Khino thers
45 32 or 33 head. As regards Sanctuaries [ suggest that
regular, judicious firing of portions should be earried
out, this would prevent Rhino wandering into unreserved
jungles for the sske of the young ‘null and ekra’
shoots and geass which sprout up, Firing algo benefits by
destroying tieks, mosquitoes, suakes eto.

_ OW one sporstman who always fired the jungle
i proximity to a reserve and then went round it getting
hiz Rhino without di ficalty. |
x 61:: ﬁ:_l:l?}cf: ;oéfar this adyice to my fellow sporks-
o .:. b 115nt the Rhino on foot. Use a .461
e bul? t;l 0 is not allowed in India aund
close. I lost a nu:nb' ;m’p EOM E8SLhel i Tangs 18 Yery

or by using the latter.

Cortina, Italy- 1. S. Wood,
1st Febraary, Col. 1. M. 8. ( retired )

——

i TIGER EMASCULATING A BUEFALO.

Mrmshﬁuﬁﬂ}'mg with my friead Mr. O'Donel, in the
ol 'h - Im WS bmught W n8 that a three-quarter

81y atfalo had been attacked, but not killed, by a

-



