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THE RHINOCEROS,

F 31 21150

AFTER the clephant. the ; Rhinoceros
(fiz. 134) is the moft powerful of quadrupeds;
he is at leaft twelve feet inlength, from the ex-
('rcmnty of the fnout to the tail ; fix or feven feet
in heighty and the circumfererce of his body is
nearly equal to his length. = In bulk, ;henfpu;
he nearly refembles the elephant, and if ke
appears imaller it is becaufe his legs ar,g lhqmp
in proportion’ than thofe of the tlephant Bue
he differs widely from that fagacnous amnd
by his natural faculties and inteiligence, hlvm
recéived from Nature merely what fhe grants
in common to all animals,  He is deprived of
all feeling ‘in ' his ka, having no organ to
anfwer the purpole of hands, to give, him a
diftin& fenfe of touching; inftead of a tnuzk
he has only 2 movcab'e lip,-in which centers
all his dexterity. He is fuperior to other anis
mals only in ftrength, magnitude, Md
éﬂ"enﬁve weapon, Wthh he cu‘nﬁ '
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weapon is a very hard ‘horn, folid throughout,
and placed -more-advantageoufly than-the~horn
of ruminating animals; thofe only protect the
fuperior parts of the head and neck, whilft the
horn of the rhinoceros- defends all the exterior
parts of the muzzle; the mouth, and the face,
from infult. For this realon the tiger attacks
-more readily the elephant, whofe trunk he Acgn
{eize, than the 'rh’ipoceros, which he cannot
attack’ in front without running the danger of
having ' his infide torn out; for the body and
limbs are covered with fo impenetrable a (kin
that he fears neither the claws of the tiger or
lion, nor 'the fire and weapons of the huntl-
man. His fkin is blackifh, of the fame co-
lour, but thicker and harder than that of the
elephant; nor docs he. fecl the fing of flics,
He cannot contra@ nor extend his fkin; it is
folded by large wrinkles on the neck, 'thoulders,
and rump, to facilitate the motions of his
- head and legs, which laft are maffive, and ter-
minated by large feét, armed with three grea‘i
toes. His head is'larger in proportion than
that of the “elephant, but his eyes are fill
fmaller, which be feldom opens entirely. . The
upper jaw proje&s above the lower, and the
tpper lip is moveable, and may be ]gngthénéd
fix or feven inches; it is terminated by a thaip
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324 BUFFON’s

edge, which gives this animal a_ power te
gather grafs and divide it into handfuls, as the
elephant does with his trunk. This mulcular
and flexible lip is a fort of trunk very incom-
plete, but is equally calculated for ftrength and
- dexterity. Inftead of thofe long ivory tufks,
which torm the weapons of the elephant, the
rhinoceros has a powerful horn, and two
ftrong incifive teeth in each jaw: thefe teeth,
which the elephant has not, are placed at a
great diftance, one in each corner or angle of

the jaws : the under jaw is fquare before, and |

there are no other incifive teeth in all the in-
terior part, which is covered b.y the lips; but,
mdependent of thefe four mcnﬁve teeth, phcci
in the four corners of the mouth, he has
twenty-four fmaller teeth, fix on each fide of
each jaw. His ears are always ere@; they
are in form like thofe of the hog, only they
are fmaller in proportion to his body, and they
are the only hairy parts about him. The end
of the tail, like that of the elephant, is fur-
nithed with a tuft of large briftles, very hard
and very folid,

M. -Paifons, a celebrated phyfician in Lon-
don, to whom the republic of letters is indebt
ed for feveral difeoveries in Natural Hiftory, and
. te whom I am under obligations for the marks

oiv
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of cfteem and friendfhip he has honoured me
wnth, publifhed in 1744, a Natural Hiftory of
the Rhinoceros, of which I fha!l give an extract
with more willingnefs, becaufe whatever Mr.
Parfons has written, deferves credit and attention.’

¢ Though the rhinoceros was often” feen at
the fpeQacles at Rome, from the time of Pom-
pey to that of Heliogabalus, though many have
been tranfported into Europe in thofe laft ages,
and though Botius, Chardin, and Kolbe, have
drawn his figure, both in the Indies and Afri-
ca, yet he was fo badly reprefented, and his
defcription was fo incorre&, that he was known'
very imperfe@ly, until thofe which arrived in
London in 1739 and 1741, were infpected,
when the errors or caprices of thofe who had
publithed figures of him became very vifible,
That of Albert Durer, which was the firft,
and alfo the leaft conformable to Nature ; that
figure has, neverthelefs, been copied by moft
naturalifts ; fome of them have loaded it with
fallz drapery, and foreign ornaments. “That of
Bontius is more fimple and more true ; but the
inferior part of the legs is badly delineated,
On the contrary, that of Chardin reprefents
naturally the foldings of the fkin and the feet,
but in other refpelts does not refemble the ani-
L A R R ~ mal,

suile
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mal.. That of Camerarius in not better; ne
more is that drawn from the rhinoceros which
was in London in 1655, and which was pub-
lithed by Carwitham in 1739. Thofe which
were engraved on the pavement of Praznefter
or on the medals of Domitian, are very imper-
fect: but they have not the imaginary orna-
ments given to that of Albert Durer.”> Dr.
Parfons has tzken the trouble to draw this ani-
mal himfelf in three different views, before, be-
hind, and in profile ; and particular parts from
other rhinoceroffes which are preferved in. the
cabinets of Natural Hiftory.

The rhinoceros which arrived in London.m
1739, was fent from Bengal : though not mere
than two years old, the expences of his food,
and of his voyage, amounted-to-near one thou-

fand pounds fterling,” He was: fed with rice,
* fugar, and bay; they gave him daily feven
pounds, of rice, mixed with three poumfsa&m
fugar, which they dlvxd'g:d into three portions:
he had allo hay and greea herbaga, tothe laftof .
which he gave the preference. - His dtink was
water, of which he drank great quantities at.a
time. He was of a quiet difpofitiony and fuf-
fered all parts of his body to be felt, -He grew
unruly upon being ftruck, or when he was
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hungry; and in both cafes he could only be
appeafed by giving him fomething to eat.
When_he was anzry he leaped forwards with
impetuofity, and raifed himfelf to a great
height, and rufhed furioufly againft the walls
with his head, and which he did with a pro-
digious quicknefs, notwithftanding his heavy
appearance and maffive corpulence. < I have
been often witnefs (fays Dr. Parfons) of thofe
motions produced by ‘impatience or anger,
elpecially in the morning before his rice and
fugar were brought him. The quicknefs and
celerity of the motions of this animal made
me of opinion. that he is- abfolutely uncon-
querable, and that he woild eafily overtake
any maa who fhould havé given him offence.”
This rhinocetos; when two years old, was
not higher than a young cow who had never
had any young § but his body was very long
and very thick.  His head was large in propor=
tion to his body ; taking it from the ears to the
horn of the nofe, it formed ‘a concavity, the
extremities of which, that is, the upptr end of

the fnout, and the part near the ears are very
high- L Tha heeey —sg celemin e Senvid SvRegy raw

black, fmooth at the end, but wrinkled and di-
selted backwaids at the bafe. His noftrils
were not above an inch from the mouth ; the
; « Ff2 under
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under lip was like that of an ox, but the upper
refembled that of an horfe, with this difference
and advantage, that the rhincceros can lengthen,
dire&, turn it round a ftick, and feize with it
thofe objeéts which he wants'te carry to his
mouth. The tongue of this young rhinoceros
was foft like that of a calf; his eyes has no vi-
vacity, they were formed like thofe of a hog,
and were placed very low, that is, near the
opening of the noftrils, His eats were large,
thin towards the end, and bound up with a fort
of wrinkle at the origin. His neck was very
fhort, the fkin forming on this part two large
foldings which furround him. His fhoulders
were very thick, and at their junture there was
another fold of fkin which comes under the
fore legs. The body of this young rhinoceros
was very thick, and refembled that of a cow
ready to bring forth. There was another fold
betwixt the body and the rump, which defcends
under the hind legs ; and laftly, there was ano~
ther fold which tranfverfally furrounds.the low=
er part of the crupper, at fome diftance from
the tail. The belly was very big, and hung
AT e sles e vy o e elolly dha middle parts
the legs were round, thick, ftrong, and bent
bagkward at the joint, which was covered bya
remarkable fold of the tkin when the animal laid

aom;
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down, but it difappears ‘when' he was ftaridit ing-
The tail thin and fhort, cdn‘lpﬂf‘aﬁ\iely to the
volume of the body; that of this fhinoceros
was niot above feventeen inches in liength§ it
is little thicker at the extremity, which is ¢o-
vered with'hard, fhort, and ‘thick hair. ‘The
fexual organ of ‘the rhinoceros is of an ex~
traordinary form; it is contained in a fort of
cale, like that of 4 horfe, and the fitft thing
which appears when irritated is a ficond ‘pre-
pace of fleth colour, from which iffues a
hollow pipe, in form of a fannel, like a fleur
de luce. It not being in-a ftraight direftion,
but rather mclmmw backward, he <¢mits his
urine behind, and from which' it appeirs their
copulation muft be different from other ani-
mals. © The ' female has' the ‘exterior *parts
fituate like thofe of the cow, and fhe refembles
perfe&'y the mule’in the fize and form of the
body: “Fhe ‘fkin‘is’ thick and ‘impenetrable;
in taking the folds with the hands, it feels like
a wooden plank’ half an inch thick. % When'
it is tanned (liys Dr. Grew) it is eﬂceiﬁVelj
hard, and thicker than the fkin of any Othei_
terrefbrial animal?” Tt is every where more
or le:s ¢ vered with incruftations, in the thape
of gaﬁs, which are {nall on the fummit of the
neck and back, but becom- b:gger down the’
#ONES fides

-~
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fides; the largeft are on the fhoulders and
crupper, the thighs, and around the legs, down
to the feet ; but betwixt the folds the fkin is
penetrable, and even tender, and as foft as
filk, while the outward part of the folds is as
rough as the reft. This tender fkin between
the folds is of fle(h colour, and the {kin of the
belly is nearly the fame colour and confiftence ;
but thole galls, or tuberofities, fhould not, as
fome authors have done, be compared to fcales,
as they are mere callofities of the fkiny irregular
in their figure and fymmetry in their refpeétive
pofitions. The fupplenefs of the fkin in the
folds gives the rhinoceros the power of moving
his head, neck, and limbs,. with. facility.- The
whole body,. except at the joints, is inflexible,
like a cuirafs. Dr. Parfons fays, that this
animal hearkened with a fort of continual at-
tention to any kind of noife; fo that if he was
even' floeping, eating, or in fatisfying other
urgent wants, he inftantly raifed up his head,.
and liftened till the noife had ceafed. - 0
In fine, after giving this exa& defeription of
the rhinoceros, Dr. Parfons examines whether
the rhinocerofes with a double horn exifts, and.
baving compared the relations of ancients and.
moderns, ~aud the remains of:this variety,
found in the colleCtions of natural objels, he

concludes,

VN e —
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conclades, with fome probability, that the
rhinocerofes of Afia have commonly but one
horn, and thofe of .Africa generally two. **

- It is certain that fome rhinocerofes have
but one horn, and others have two; it is not
equally certain that this variety is conftant]
~ and depends on the climate of Africa or India,
or that two diftin& fpecies may be eftablifhed
from thefe differences. It feems that the rhi-
nocerofes. with one horn have it bigger and
longer than thofe who have two.” There are
{ingle horns of three feet and a half, and, per-
haps, of more than four feet in length, by fix
or feven inches in diameter at the bafe. Some
double horns are but two feet in length.
Commonly thefe horns are brown, -or olive
colour, though fome are grey, and even white.
They have only a fmall concavity, in form of
a cup, under their bafe; by which they'are
faftened to the fkin of the nofe ; the remaining
part of the horn is folid, and very hard. * It'is
with this weapon that -the rhinoceros is faid to
attack, and fometimes mortally ‘wound, ‘the
biggeft elephants, whofe long legs give the
shinoceros an opportunity of ‘firiking them
with his fnout-and horn under their bellies,
where: the fkin is tender, and penetrable; but
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if he mifles the firft blow the elephant th'row!
bmon\hdgnnniandhlh hime 9

The horn of ‘the rhinoceros is more valued
by the Indians than the ivory of the elephant,
not fo muich on account of its real ufe, Ihoﬂgh
they make feveral things of it with the chiffely
but for divers fpecific virtues, and’ medicinal
properties, which they - afcribe to it. The |
whitey from being the moft rare, are alfo thofe
which they value moft. ~ Among the -ptéfenil
which the king of Siam fent to Louis XIV. _
in 1686, were fix horns of ‘the rhinoceros.
We have feen in the king’s cabinet twelve of
different fizes, and one of them, though
mutilated, is three feet eight mches and %! hal£ >
in length. ¢ .

«The rhinocerosy ' without' being fcrocrduc,%
carnivorous, or even very wild, is; neverthelefs,
untratable.  He is of the nature of ‘a hog;
blunt and brutal, without intellects, fentxmeﬂtp
or docility. He is fubjeét to fits of fury, that’
nothing can calm; for the rhinoceros, which
Emanuel, king of Portugaly fent to the  Pope
in 1513, was the caufe of the thip being dg=
ftroyed in which he was tranfporting ; and that
which we faw at Paris was drowned in the
fame manner,y in going over to Iialy. < Thefe

i 4 ; LA .animab,:
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amimals, like the hog, are much inclined to
wallow in the mire. They like damp and
marfhy places, and feldom leave the banks of
rivers, They are found in Afia and Africa,
in Bengal, Siam, Laos, Mogul, Sumatra, Java,
in Abyffinia, in Ethiopia, in the country of the
Anzicos, and as far as the Cape of Good
Hope. But in general the fpecies is not fo
numerous, or fo univerfally fpread, as that of
the elephant. The female brings forth but
one young, and that at a great diftance of
time. In the firft month the rhinoceros is
‘not much bigger than a large dog ; he has no
horn when firft brought forth, although the
rudiment of it is feen in the feetus. When
he is two years old his horn is not above an
inch long; and in his fixth year it is about
ten inches; and as fome of thefe horns are
very near four feet long, it appears that they
grow, till the half; or, perhaps, during the
whole life: of the animal, which muft be long,
fi:.ce the rhinoceros, defcribed by Dr. Parfons,
was not come to half his growth at two years
old, which makes it probable that this animal,

like man, lives to feventy or eighty years.
Without the capacity of being ufeful as the
elephant, the rhinoceros is equally hurtful by
the prodigious devaftation which he makes in
the
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the ficlds. He has no one advantageous quality
while alive. - His flefh is excellent; according
to the tafte of the Indians and Negroes:

Kolbe fays, he has often caten it with pleafure.
His fkin makes the beft and hardeft Jeather in

‘the world ; and not only his horn, but all the

other parts of his body, and even his bloods
wurine, and excrements, are efteemed as anti-
dotes againft poifon, or remedies againft feveral
difeafes.  Thefe antidotes, or remedies, ex-
tralted from different parts of the rhinoceros,
are of the fame ufe mdxedﬁpm&mefﬂn '
Indians, as the theriaca is in that of Europe.
Probably, all thofe virtues are imaginary :—~But
how many things are held in great eftimation,
which have no value but in the. opm:anf
men.

The rhinoceros feedsu-ponmiﬂeherﬁs; fueb
as thiftles and prickle fhrubs, and he prefers
this wild food to the fweet pafture of the
verdant meadows.  He is fond of fugar canes,
and eats alfo all forts of corn. Having ne
tafte for flefh; he neither molefts fmall animals,
nor fears the large ones, but lives in peace with
them all, not excepting the tiger; who.often ac-
companies, without daring to attack him; there-
fore, I doubt, whether the battles betwixt the
elephant and rhinoceros, have any foundation 5

they

-
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they muft at leaft be fcldom,‘ﬁncc there is no
motive for war on either fide ; and; b‘eﬁdes, no
fort of antipathy has been obferved between
thefe animals.. Some even in captivity have
lived quietly together, without giving offence
or provocation.  Pliny is, T believe, the firft
who has mentioned thefe battles betwixt the
rhinoceros and elephant. 1t feems they were
compelled to fight ‘in the fpetacles at Rome,
and, probably from thence the idea has been
taken, that when in their natural ftate they
fought as defperately ; but every action without,
a motive is unnatural ; it is an effe&t without
a caufe, which cannot happen but by chance,
The rhinocerofes do not herd together, nor
march in troops like’ the elephants ; they are
more wild and folitary, and perhaps more
difficult ‘to hunt and fubdue. They never
attack men ‘unlefs provoked ; but then they
become furious, ‘and are very formidable.
Neither fcymetars, darts, or lances,’ can make
an incifion upon his fkin, which even refifts
mufket balls; the only places penetrable in
his body are the belly, the eyes, and around
the ears ; fo that the hunters, inftead of facing
and, attacking: this animal, follow  him at_a
diftance by his' track, and wait till he lleS'
down to reft or fleep. We have in the king’s.
cabmet
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cabinet a foetus of a rhinoceros, which was
extratted from the body of the mother, and
fent from the ifland'of Java: it was faid, ina
memorial which accompanied this- prefent, that
twenty-cight huntfmen having affémbled to
attack this rhinoceros, they followed her at a

diftance for {ome days, one or two walking

now and then before to reconnoitre her fitua-
tion ; by thefe means they furprifed her when
the was afleep, and filently came fo near that
they difcharged at once their twenty-eight
guns into the lower parts of her belly.

_ By the defcription given by Dr. Parfons, it

appears that this animal has a good ear, and

and even very attentive: it is alfo affirmed, th

kis fenfe of fmelling is excellént; but it is faid"

that he has not a ‘good ‘eye, and fees only thofe
things which are before him: his eyes are fo
fmall, and placed fo low, and "obliquely, they
have fo lietle vivacity and motion, that this fa&

feems to'be confirmed. His voice, when he is -

calm, refembles the grunting of a bog; but
when he is angry, it is fharp, and heard at a

great diftance. Though he lives upon vege-

tables, he does not ruminate: thus, it is prob=
able, that, like the elephant, he has but one
ftomach, ‘and very large bowels, which fupply
the office of many ftomachs, His confump~

tion




NATURAL HISTORY: 337

tion of food, though very great,’is not coma
parable to that of the elephant, and it appears,
by the thicknefs of his {kin, thathelofes much
lefs than the latter by, perfpmuen.\ y sigak

| SUPPLEMENT. - 7 =0 [

g -
{1

IN the month of September, 1770; ano--
ther rhinoceros was brought to the royal me-
nagerie, which was faid to be only three months
old; but I am perfuaded i it was as many years,.
for it was e:ght feet two mches in length in-
cluding the head, five, feet fix,inches high; and
cight feet two, inches m circumference ; by -
the 28th. of Auguﬂ: 1781, it had.incrgafed
feven mcl;es in: length,, ﬂuqe,mches in the

‘height, and feven inchés in-circumference;; and

on the 12th of -'Aughﬂ', ©1972,:/it | meafured
nine feet four inches in length, including the
head, fix fect four inches highat theefupper,. -
and only five feet cleven at'the withers, ' In
fome places its fkin was fpotted with black
and’ grey, and in others: it was:in deep furrows,.
having the appearance of a kind of fcales..
VO VI, Gt This.
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‘This animal had but one horn, which was
brown, and of a very hard fubftance; and in
all other refpedts he nearly refembled the de-
fcription we have already given. :

Mr. Bruce has remarked, that my conjeture,
that in the interior parts of Africa there were
rhinocerofes with two horns, was exaltly the
cafe, for he faw none in Abyffinia but what
had one fituated: near the nofe; which was of
the common form, and the other rather higher
on the head, fharp at the point, and always
fhorter than the firft. M. Daubenton received
a letter from M. Allamand at Leyden, in 1776,
in which that gentleman fays, «In a paflfage
M. de Buffon has quoted from Mr. Parfons,
it is fuppofed that the rhinocerofes of Afia
have but one horn, and thofe of the Cape of
Good Hope have two, but I am inclined to
believe the oppofite is the fad, for the heads of
thofe I have received from Bengal, and other
parts of India, had always two horns, and
thofe which came from the Cape had but
one.” This remark of M. Allemand we may
“confider as a confirmation of our former ob-

- fervation, that the rhinocerofes with two horns
form a variety in the fpecics, and may be
equally found in Afia and Africa.

,69‘\3} END OF THE SEVENTH VOLUME,
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