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durafooted ANIMALS

Of the RHINOCEROS.

HE- Rbimem, fo called by the Grecks, fromthe Horn
3l on the Nofe, is by many (and with great Probablhty)
takcn for the true Unicorn of the Antients.

'dcr Umcom, 1s. by the Septuagint, St. Ferome, Tertul-

3 fmx, and orfhcrs tranflated Rbinoceros. 'Thus where the Almighty

, chap! xxxix. 9. Numgquid volet Rhinoceros fervire tibi,

&c. W" H tha Rhinoceros be awilling to ferve theey or.abide by thy Crib?

Canft thou bind the Rhinoceros awith bis Bapd.in the Furrow? or evill be

tad - wharreay the Vallcys after. thee? * Hilt thow teuft him becanfe kis Strength
B . 4sigrear? or-nwilk thou Jeave thy Labour to him? 1¥ilt thou belicoe him,
o that e avill bring - Jome tl_:y Seedy dnd gather. it into thy Barn? - Alfo
AR m Baloam willing to give Bala fome Notion of the God of the

pilitesy €@l him,, Numb. xxii.;22. Deus edaxit illam de Egypto,

3 ",' 8 -m fortitado hmihs eft Rhinocerotis: God brought thea out of Egypt:
! .. _.ﬁg) . A- ' ¥ ffo
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2 A Natural HisTORY

He bas, as it wvere, the Strength of a Rhinoceros.  And he thinks this
Simile carries with it fuch a ftrong Idea of his Power, that he

it in the next Chapter. “Likewife Mofes, where he maketh it an Em-
blem of Strength, in'his Blefling of Fs/eph, Deut. xxxiii. 17. Cornua
Rhinocerotisy-€ornua-illius; &c. His Horns are like the Horns of the
Rhindeeros ; \zwith them lie fhall pufb the People together, to thé Ende of
the Earth. From thefe and feveral other Places of Scripture, as like-
wife from the general Account of the Antients, we may gather, that
this Creature, whether called Rbinoceros or Unicorn, was the ftrongeft
Animal then known, and the Rbingceros remains {o to this Day j (not
excepting even the Elephant) whereas thofe who have fo wonderfully
multiplied Unicorns (not to mention their abfurd and contradictory De-
{criptions) have not fo much as pretended their Force to come near that
of the Rbinaceros.

To convince the Curious then, that the Rbinocéros is the Unicorn of .
the Antients, and particularly that fo often mentioned in Scripture; it
remains to prove, that it may very juftly be taken for a Monmoceras; or
one-horned Creature.

Thofe who have beftowed two on it, either place one on the Nofe,
and the other between the Shoulders, on the Fore-part of the Back, or
both on the Nofe.

The firlt to which our common Prints feem to have given the only
Foundation, make the additional Horn a very little one, which being
fixt on an immoveable Part, can be of no Service to the Creature, ei-
ther for Offence or Defence, the great End for which Nature beftows
them: Befides, the Prints appear all to be copied from one, which
feems to be that of A/bert Darer, in 1515. for there is fo exa&t a Re-
femblance (even in fome of the minuteft Particulars) between that and
Gefner’s, Jobnfor's, Barlow's, &c. that were they taken from different
Rhinocerofes (as they muft, if not taken from one another) we might
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conclude Nature, in this Creature, had forgot that agreeable Variation
which fhe ftamps on every Individual : Befides, as then the Credit of
this Harn feems to depend intirely on one Print, (no tolerable Author
- having taken Notice of it) may not we much fafer impute it to the
Draughtiman as a Blunder, than to fnppofe fo many Writers (feveral of
which had feen the Creature) as Pliny, rElian, Oppian, Broytiys, Xc.
could all be 4o blind as not fee, or {o difingenuous as not to mention it
| The others, who make it to have two Horns on the Nofe, ground
their Opinion on a Coin of Domitian, on the Reverfe of which isa Rk~
naceros with two Horns on his Nofe, and that Epigram of Martial on
the fame Rébimoceros, concluding with thefe Lines,

Namque gmuem gemino cornu fic ‘extulit w /::.w,
Faltat ut impofitas taurus in aftra pilas.  Lib. 1. Epig. 22,
 What Martial mentions by bis GeminoCormu, Dr. Grezs confedles he

don’t underftand,: Po/itawus applies it to the Bull, and the Tranflator
of Gefner- would have it to be taken figuratively for a {trong Horn;

' . but however:this Phrafe of Martial may be explain’d away,; Dowitian’s

Rhinoceros bears both his Horns ftill, none as yet having made any At<
tempt againft cither jof ;them: 1f then we {uppole, (whichmay very
woll clear up all the Doubts) that in the Time of Domitian, when
Mastial wrote, there was one takem, which had two Horns on his
Nofe, and. for the Greatnefs. of the Rarity, was by Domitian ftamp'd
: ouhjs Coin, and by Martial celebrated in his Epigram: If this be the
Cafe, . (which is highly probable) no Man, who confiders the Nature
of ‘Ihmgs, -will from this infer, that all Rhinocerofes have two Horns,
no  more than if he had deen a Bull without any, lay:it.downas a
_me, that the-whole Species were without Homs, /1 .
~Bat to mludﬂ, fhould we allow the Print right, yet that adch-
aﬂeaﬁl Hem is do finall, and ffaads in.{uch a Place, as ot 10 come in
A2 . any
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any Competition with the Horn on his Nofe: So that even then' this
Creature might be' juftly efteemed an Unicorn, and in Domitian and
Martial’'s Rbinoceros, plainly-appears only a Redundancy in an Indi-
vidual, which is incapable of being charged upon the Species.

This Creature is found in many Parts of 4/in, as Bengal, Patana, Ja-
catra, &c. "Twas not known to the Greeks in the Time of drifforle,
nor to the Romans before A. U. C. 666 or 85 Years before Chrift,
when Pompey the Great, inhis publick Spectacles, thow’d one at Rome.
(This, fays Pliny, was the firlt ever feen there). _duguffus, when he
Triumph’d for Cleapatra, fthowed another; Domitian exhibited in the
Amphitheatre two, both taken Notice of by Martial; Antoninus Pins,
among his Gifts to the People, gave a Rhinoceros ; Heliozabalkus had
the laft, mentioned to be feen at Rome. Whether any appeared in
Europe, from that Time till after 1500, is uncertain. About the Time
Albert Durer did his Print, which was in 1515, Emanuel King of
Portugal received one from the Indies: This was the fame Gefuer is re-
ported ta have feen at Lisbon : And in the Years 1684 and 1683, there
was one in England, which was the laft, and perhaps the firft ever feen
here, till this now brought over.

From the Account here given, this feems to be the fcarceft Species
of Four-footed Animals ; for when in the Roman Shows, they would
bring in 4 or 500 Lions, as many Tigers, Leopards, &c. we never
find more than one Rbinoceros, and that perhaps but in a Number of
Years.

This wonderful Creature, when at full Growth, is faid to be near
as big as the Elephant, being full as long, but not fo high; . it’s Skin
{o thick and hard, that no Weapon will pierce it, of Colour like
the Rind of a Box-tree, which differs not much from an Elephant’s
’tis all ‘over rough, and looks as if fcabby, which is probably caufed
by the Pores being fo very large ; has very little Hair; the Legsare
fhort and thick, the Skin of them being more regularly marked, than
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Of the RHINOCEROS. 3

that on the reft of the Body, appears like Scales ; his Skin is fo loofe

~ as to hang over bis Legs like Trowfers, and lies in feveral Folds on

his Body; the three largeft are, one that goes round his Neck above
his Shoulders, another below them, ‘and the third about his Loins;
thefe, and all the reft of the Folds, draw out in certain Movements of
the Body, and thofe Parts of the Skin which fold up, are {mooth and
of a Flefh-colour: When he lifts up his Head, all thofe under his
Throat come out, and the Skin is tight ; in like Manner, when lying,
down, he firetches out his Legs, thofe Parts which appear like Trow-
fers, become ftreight: There is a continual Oil or Greafe perfpiring
through the 8kin, which Nature affords to keep it fupple, and prevent
it from Chopping ; the Want of this; when the Creature is old, but
efpecially in ftuffed Skins, may be the Caufe of that extraordinary
Roughnefs which we find upon them, and which carries the Appear-
ance of Scales or Shells.

'The Head very much refembles that of a Hog, as'do alfo the Ears
and Eyes, and in fhort, the whole Creature, tho’ Dr. Charleton clafles
it with the Deer Kind; the Eyes, which are very fmall, are at a
greater Diftance from the Ears, than in any other Quadruped ; juft
above the Noltrils, grows the famous Horn, which in this prefent Ani-.
mal is not yet come out, bending a little towards the Crown of the
Head, but not fo high, one of which, in the Mufzum of the Royal
Society, is thus defcribed by Dr. Grezo. “ ’Tis in Colour and Smooth~
% nefs like thofe of a Bull, almoft a Yard along, at the Bale about
“ half a Foot over, and there furrounded with a Garland of black and:

~ % frubby Briftles; ’tis {harp pointed, a little crooked backwards, like:

# a Cock-fpur, and quite throngh folid.” ~ Brontius {ays, the Horn 1s
black, gray, and {fometimes white, which laft is very rare, and fells
much dearer than the others,

The
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The Under=jaw is fhorter than the Upper, and from the Upper-lip
defcends a mufculous Subftance, which, asa Probofcs, aflifts the Crea-
ture more eafily to convey the Food into his Mouth; this he dilates
or contraéls, as his Ule or Neceflity requires.

His Teeth are {mall, and his Tongue faid to be fo rough and fharp,
as to lick a Man to Death, by raking away the Flefh from the Bone.

The Tail of this Rlunoceros that is now thown, is like a Rat’s, but.

flatter, without Hairs, which muft alter very much in its Growth, to

refemble that belonging to the Royal Society, which Dr. Greaw fays is.
of a large one full grown, and gives the Defcription in the following

Words, “ The Dock is about half an Inch thick, and two Inches broad,

“ like an Apothecary’s Spatula, of what Length the whole uncertain,,

¢ this being only Part ofit, tho’ it looks as if cut off near the But-
“ tock, 'tis about nine Inches, black and very rough on the two kdges,

“ and there only grow very black and fhining Hairs, a Foot long,

¢ ftubborn, and of the Thicknefs of a {maller Shoemaker’s Thread, yet

“ not round like other Hairs, but rather flattifh, dike fo many little

“ Pieces of Whale-bone.

The Feet, (fays Mr. Ray) are Qnadnfulc, or divided into four Par-
titions.

In the Mufeum of the Royal Society, s thc entire Skin of a young
Rhbinoceros fruffed, which Dr. Grew very accurately defcribes, in the
following Manner, *“’Tis a Yard long, and almoft a Foot over, his
¢ Head nine Inches long, almoft eight over at the Tap, his Sneut
“ broadifh, as of a'Calf, his Eyes little, as thofe of a Hog, about
“ three Fourths of an Inch long, they {tand low, not above three Inches
“ above his Nofe-end, his Earsalfo like a Hog’s; his Legs as the FHip-
“« popytamus, rateably fhort, about ten Inches long, . his Tail five
“ and a half, flat as that of the Caffor, but notfo-bread, near the But-

¢ ‘tocks an Inch and half, at the End half an Inch.
¢ The

THE
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- % The fnd Skin is every where thick, and very hard, excepting on-
:lpimim ‘which are fofter, and extreme thin; it hath about ten

_' “\m or Folds, two under the Nether-jaw, one on the Breaft, in

% the Figure of the Letter V. on the Neck one of each Side, one be-
% tween the Shoulders femicircular, on the Back two tranfverfely ex-

- % tended to the Bottom of the Sides, with two more fireight oncs, car-
% ried obliquely on the Buttocks.

% The lower Part of his Forehead and Snout cover'd with a Kind of

“ hatd Cruft, his Ears naked and {mooth, all the other Parts rough,

¢ with round fealy Crults, on the Back, Sides and Belly lefler, near

4 one Fourth ‘of an Inchover; on the Nether-chap and Shoulders big-

4 ger, on his Buttocks and Legs, the biggeft about halfan-Inch over;

4 his Hair is black, fhort; and fine, fo few, that there are not many

% more than Scales or Shells, growing for the moft Part out of the
# Centre of the Shell, fo that it is almoft naked ; his Dock is alfo
“ maked on both Sides, but on the Edges there grows a confiderable

“ Quantity of longer and thicker Hair: The Animal being very young,

% had no Horn, nor fo much as any Sign of it.

% InPifo’s Figure, which he bath added to Brontius’s Defcription,
“ and which, he fays, was taken from the Life, the Eyes are placed
“ yery low, as they are al{o in this S8kin, but the Cloven-feet in the
“ fame Pifture I do not find here, peradventurc the Skin not being
% well taken off the Feet.

There is likewife a Piece of the Skin tann’d, very thick, to be
feen among the fore-mentioned Curiofities: The Iudians, they fay,
make Bottles of it ; but whether the Pas Rbinocerota, ufed by the old
Romans in their Baths, to drop Oil on the Body of the Perfons bath’d,
was one of thefe Bottles, or a Veflel with a long Spout, we won’t

prefume to determine.
Oppian
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Oppian denies any Diftin&tion of Sexes among them, becaufe, fays
he, all that were ever found, were Males: But this is far from a
Proof Pliny and Solinus fay, they generate like Elephants, Camels,
or Lions : Brontius hasfixt this Point from a Story we fhall relate pre-
{ently.

This Creature delights much in moorifh Grounds, and wallowing in
the Mud; when at Liberty its Food is Grafs, Herbs, and Tops of
Boughs: Whether it chews the Cud, orno, 1s doubted ; tho’ it feems
very plain to me, (fays Mr. Ray) itdoth not, for altho’ it divide the
Hoof into two, or rather four Parts, and is horn'd, yet by the Horn’s
Situation, Solidity and Duration, taken together, it differs from the
Horns of all other Creatures, as well from thofe that fall off, as thofe
that do not; nor doth it make any Thing towards it, that it is not
‘carnivorious, but feeds on Grafs, Herbs, and Fruits, fince the Horfe,
who eats the fame Food, chews not the Cud. That greatone, which
was fhown about England, in 1684 or 1685, was fed with Hay, Tur-
nip-tops, and Corn, of which laft, he eat a Bufbel and a half every
Day : Thofe who looked after him being alk’d, Whether they ever
perceived him to chew the Cud? anfivered, No. Moreover, fecing that
not only in the Head, Snout, Grunting, &¢. he refembles the Swine,
but alfo in Rowling himfelf in Mire, why mayn’t he allo in not
chewing the Cud?

‘This which is here now, they fay, eats only Hay and Rice, and
drinks about fix Gallons of Water daily.

Moft' Authors, who mention this Creature, report there is a na=
tural Enmity between the Rhivoceros and the Elephant ; that before
he enters the Combat, he whets his Horn againft a Stone, and
that he always aims his Hom at the Elepbant’s Belly (knowing it
to be the tendereft Part) endeavouring to rip it up; in which ke
as moltly fuccefsful, yet fometimes, they fay, the Elephant advan-

tageoufly
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¥ ’fcmng him with his Trunk, pierces him through with his
 Teeth': “This Conteft, they conje@ure, is for their Pafture, Gefntr tre-
 lates! men the Rbimoceror, which was' at Lisbon, was brought in-
{48 o the Prefence of an Eléphant, the Eleplant run away from him. 'This
gt . P:re is not eafily provoked, but when once enraged, hardly “any
. Thing can ftand before him; Martial relates, that he would fo long
i) t‘heFury of the Beafts let out upon him in the Amphitheatre,
it i the Spe&ators almoft defpaired of fecing him fight with them,
: :‘;'_'  when thoroughly provoked, he not only toft a er, butaBull.

| , Brmrtm.r alfo tells a very remarkable Story of the Fury of this Beaft,
ﬁﬁnmged Theodore Femming ( ﬁys he) Secretary of our Clty, with
‘ two Companions, was lately riding in a Wood, where coming to a
~ marfby Place, they found a Rhswoceros, with her Cub ; (for this Ani-
mal, like the Hog, delights to wallow in the Mire) who,' as foon as
fhe faw them, rofe up, and flowly went away towards the thickeft Part
of the Wood, dnvmg her young one before her, but this fhe did i 0 a
very tender Manner, pufhing it along with B Nofe; in the mean
qu one of the Company over-rafh, rides after the Beaft, and draw-
mghls Sword, ftrack the Rhzmoceros ﬁ:m eral Times on her Hinder-parts,
but the Strokes ouly made white_Streaks on her Buttocks, not being
able to enter for the Thicknéfs of her Hide: This the Creature bore
~ very patiently, till fhe had fecured her Cub in a fafe Place, among
the thick Bufhes, when turning fuddenly, with a great Snorting and
Crafhing of her Teeth, made furioufly at him, and had certainly laid
hold of him, had not the Horfe been wifer than his Mafter, which
tummg fhort, ran away with him d;re&ly towards - his Companions ;
the enragd Be'ﬂl follow’d him with all her Might, and with a great _
and horrible Noife, overthrowing Trees, or whatever o].apoﬁ:d her Paf=
ﬁge at Length they reached the Place where he left his Companions,
whom the Rhinoceros feeing, immediately left purfuing of him, and

: B
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made at them, who, to aveid her Fury, flip'd behind two very large
Trees, hardly two Foot afunder ; between which the Creature feeing
them, made direély at them; but how it happened, whether thro’
the Stupidity of the Beaft, or their better Fortune, fhe attempted to
come at them no other Way than thro’ that narrow Space, and tho’ fhe
made the Trees fhake like Reeds, yet their vaft Thicknefs withftood
all her Force; at Length, while the Creature was making a ftrong Ef-
fort again(t one of the Trees, they prefented their Pieces clofe to her
Head, fired, and happily fhot her into the Brain ; upon which this
great, furious Creature fell down dead.

From this Behaviour of the Rbinoceros, Picrius makes him the
Hieroglyphic of a Man hard to be provoked, and as hard to be ap-
peafed.

They are very unfociable (tho’ not rapacious) Creatures, never
herding together, nor with any other Beafts, and tho’ they do no In-
jury, yet all carefully avoid them, except the Tiger, of whofe Friend-
thip with the Rbinoseros, Brontius fays, Tl tell you fomething won-
derful : Wherever the Rbinoceros chiefly abides, there you fhall ge-
nerally find a Tiger ; being curious to know, fays he, the Reafon of
this, I ask’d the Iudians, who told me, the Tiger being a ravenous
Creature, and a great Devourer of Flefh, which often caufed violent
Crudities in his Stomach, followed the Rbinoceros, who only feeds on
Herbage, to eat his Dung, which he takes as Phyfick to cure himfelf ;
but thisis only a feigned Friendfhip between them, for the female Rbi-
noceros, while fhe is bringing up her Cubs, won’t fuffer a Tiger to come
within a great Diftance of her: I myfelf faw early one Morning, as I
was walking by the River-fide, a young Rbinoceros, with his Hinder-

parts gnaw’d off, not even then quite dead ; and asking the Moors (for

I had two of them Servants with me) what could have done it, they
told me it was done by fome Tiger ; befides, the Rbinacergfes, when-
-3 ‘ ever
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sy find a Tiger following them, keep their Eye upon him,
- it, grunt, and feem very uneafy, which is no great Sign of Friend-
th m!xqce the Indians have a Proverb among themfelves, when Re-
~ lations or intimate Acquaintance entertain Sufpicions of one another,
that they had contrated the Friendfhip of the Rbinoceros and Tiger :
And as the Dung is of {fuch Service to this Creature, fo it is alfo to
M@, for that, the Water, Blood, Flefh, Skin, Teeth, &, are ufed
qﬂhbucceﬁi againft Poifon, and various Difeafes, but above all, the
Hom is famous for its Virtues ; of this they make Cups, which are re-

to take away all the noxious Qualities of any Liquor put into
thcm, as likewife to communicate a medicinal Virtue to whatever ftands
in them fome Time: In the ColleGion of the Royal Society, is alarge
oval Box, {aid to be made out of one of thefe Horns.

Pifo, in his Annotations on Brontius fays, that in the Year 1630,
he had fent him from the Indies, a Stone very ponderous, being not
an Inch long, and weighing two Ounces, which was taken ocut of the
Brain of a Rbinoceros ; but of what Virtue it might be, he could not
tell, having not yet experienced it.

Little can be faid concerning the Longivity of this Creature, but as
it comes very near the Elephant in Bulk, and feeds on the fame Food,
it may probably live as long, which is reputed to be two Hundred
Years.

There is a great Difference (fays Linfchotten) among the Rbino=
cerofes, as to their Value, which the Indians can difcern, and is fup—
pofed to arife from the different Herbage they feed upon, which gives
them more or lefs Virtue, fome being fold for an hundred Times more
than others.

This Rhinoceros, from which the Figure was taken, was brought over
in the Lyell, Captain Afon, from India, the Beginning of Fune 1730.
and was begun to be publickly fhown in London the fame Month, at

\ two
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tive ‘Shillings and Six-pence each Perfon ; ’tis a Male, and' judglﬂ
about three Years old, having as yet no Horn, only an Excrefce
the Place where it is to come out, they fay it was taken i in Pats
bfought down to our fudia Company’s Settlement in Bmgw? y
Drawing in Indian Ink, was made of it by Thomas Gregog;-}?
Gt‘lnnerofﬂrt William, 1733 which we have feen. . Ll X

" We fhall conclude w1th ‘taking 'Notice, that the N, 1fus Rimm 'h
#is of the Romani, 'was a proverbial Expreﬂ' tori, for a Way of R
culing; “either by turning or wrinkling up the Nofe, implying, that "-'ﬂ
Woapon with which the affanlted their Adverﬁry, was the fame
This Manner of Scoffing was unknown to the antient Romans, but ﬂl’
Domitian’s Time was fo mightily in Voguc, that both old and )'M i |

i

Pra&lfed it ; whence M}mml ' ol livals
| . | o
Mxyaw.r nunquan rboncbg _;wwcﬁm, _/&;;gﬁgg, > ad
‘Ff fwer: rm um Rb_tmm-am habent. ied R
" Our-Fathers' never feoffd, bﬂtnnw, B T %, '.‘-'n" . -

Ajl their Rhinoceros-Nofes fhow. ved (s

-
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