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theCAPE of Goop HoPE. 101

;‘i::? of Herbs and Roots on which the Elephants
. The Hottentots fometimes gather it for Smoak-
ing in the Want of Tobacco. And indeed the
Scent and Flavour of it in Smoaking are pretty much
like thofe of Tobacco; asI my felt have more than
once found, when I have, with Company, finoak’d
it out of Whim. ¥

One would judge, from the Size and Clumzinefs
of the Cape-Elephant, that he makes byt dull Way
in Travelling. But when you fee him march, you
are amaz’d at the Ground ie rids. . It would be no
eafic Task for a Man wéll mounted to keep up
withhim. How the Hottentots take him I have re-
lated inmy Prefent State of the Cape. !

Of the RHINOCEROS. .

A Uthors, who.treat of the Rhinoceros, write fo
varioufly concerning him, that one would
imagine they meant not the fame Creature. There
is but little 'Agreement among ’em, and but little
Truth, either with Regard to. his Size, Shape or
Colour. 4 f
The Colour of the Cape-Rhinoceros is a dark
Afh, approaching to a Black. His Skin is, like
that of the Cape-Elephant, without Hair, and full
of Scars and Scratches, but fo hard, that *tis diffi-
cult to pierce it with a fharp Knife. The Painters
reprefent him as arm’d all over with a Sort of Scales.
He has got no Sort of Scales upon him ;* but, in-
deed, the numberlefs Scars and Scratches, which in~
terfect one another on his Hide, make him look, at
a Diftance, as if he was fenc’d with Scales. His

* Vide Tab. IIL Fig. 2.
Hj Mouth
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102 The Natural Hiflory of

" Mouth is like that of a Hog, but fomewhat more

pointed. Upon his Snout grows a Horn, of a dark
Gray, and fomewhat bent, in the Manner of a
Plough Share. It is larger or lefs, according to his
Age; but the greateft Length it acquires exceeds
not 2 Foot. With this Horn, when he is angry,
he tears up the Ground, and throws it furioufly over
his Head.” He will catch up Stones with it too, and
throw ’em to a vaft Diftance behind him. With
this Horn likewife he will tear up the'Roots of Trees;
and, ina Word,. almoft any Thing he can fairly fix
itin. On his Forehead, in a right Line from the
Horn on his Snout, grows another Horn, which,
upon a young Rhinoceros, is about a Hand high ;
and upon an old one, not ‘above 6 Inches. This
Horn has the Form of a Half-Bowl inverted ; is
hollow 5 and looks, upon’his Head, not unlike a
Cupola. It hinders him much in the Exertion of
his Wrath by the Horn on his Snout 5 which Horn,
1 thould have faid above, is very folid 5 and that the
Endof it is of a lighter Colour "than the Reft of it 5
occafion’d, I fuppofe, by the daily furious Ufe he
makes of itin ploughing up the Ground. His Ears are
fmall ; and his Legs fhorter than thofe of the Elephant,
The Senfe of Smelling is wonderful in the R hinoce-
ros.  He catches immediately, and at a confiderable
Diftance, the Scent of any Creature that is to Wind-
ward of him. And asfoonas he catches it, if the
Creature is of his Prey, he marches towards it in a
right Line, tearing his Way very furioufly through
all Oppofition of Trees and Buthes. He grunts like
a Hog 5 but his Grunting is not heard, far. But
when he is upon the March, he is heard at a_great
Dittance, forcing his Way throtgh thick Bufhes
and fnapping of Trees. His Throwing of S[ﬁr{!t‘s
1KE~
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likewife, if he meets with any in his Way, gives
fair Warning of him; for he flings ’em over his
Head with fo great a Force, that they are heard to
bounce and trundle upon the Ground a great Way,
or elfe to fall with a mighty Clattering upon the
next Rocks. ¥

If he is not provok’d, heattacks not a Man 3 un-
lefs the Man is in a red Coat, for then he attacks
him very furioufly, without any Mabner of Provo-
cation, and isall in a Flame for his Deftruction,
rending and deftroying every Thing that ftands in
the Way to the Gratification of his Rage. If he
feizes a Man, he flings him over his Head with fo

reat a Force, that the Man is kill’'d by the Fall.

he Beaft then feeds .upon him by Licking, with
his rough and prickly Tongue, the Flefh from the
Bones. :

The Eyes of the Rhinoceros are very fmall, and
vaftly fhort of Proportion to his Body, which is
very large.  He fees only right forward ; and, asl
have faid, he travéls and purfues ever in a right
Line, forcing his Way through all Oppofition™ of
Trees and Buthes. He is pretty {wift of Foot, but
very flow and awkward in Turning. If he makes at
you, the Way to avoid him is to fuffer him to come
within 8 or 10 Paces of you 5 and then to whip a
few Paces afide 5 for then he lofes Sight of you s
and it cofts him a great Deal of awkward Trouble to
get you in his Eye again. This I have experienc’d
my felf; for he-has more than once made withall his
Fury towards me.

He is not fond of Feeding on Grafs, chufing ra-
ther Shrubs, Broom and Thiftles. But the Delight
of his Tooth is a Shrub, not much unlike the Fui-
per butnot of fo fine a Scent, nor quite fo prickly.

H4 The
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104 The Natural Hiffory of

"'The Cape-Europeans call it the Rbinoceros-Bufh.
The Heathy Parts of the Hottentot Countries abound
with thofe Bufhes. Great Numbers of *em are feen
on the Tiger-Hills and the Mo/bel-Bank 5 the Inha-
bitants of which Places cut em for Firing.

The Rhinoceros is in perpetual Enmity with the
Elephant 3 and, whenever he difcovers him, makes
at him with all his Rage. The Elephant knows him
to be his mortal Enemy; and therefore, when he
*fpies him, gets out of his Way as faft as he can.
Ifa Rhinoceros furprifes an Elephant, he rips up the
Elephant’s Belly with the Horn on his Snout ; by
which Means the Elephant’s Entrails tumble out and
he quickly expires.

The Flefh of a Rhinoceros, which I have often
eaten with a great Deal ‘of Satisfaction, is not fo
finewy as fome Writers have reprefented it. His
Skin, his Horn, and his Blood are us’d in Medicine.
A German Gentleman, who was employ’d in the
Company’s Laboratory at the Cape, affur’d me, he
had extracted from the Skin of the Rhinoceres a Sale
by which he had perform’d very great Cures. He
return’d, while I was at the Cape, to his native
Country ; taking with him, as he faid, a confidera-
ble Quantity of this Salt, and not doubting but it
would procure him not a Little of both Wealth and
Fame in Germany.

The Horn of "the Rhinoceros will not endure the
Touch of Poifon. I have often been a Witnefs to
this. Many People of Fafhion at-the Cape have
Cups turn’d out of the 'Rhinoceros-Horn. = Some
have ’em fet in Silver, and Some in Gold. If Wine
is pour’d into one of thofe Cups, it immediateiy rifes
and bubbles up as if it were boiling ; and if there be
Poifon in it, the Cup immediately fplits. If Pfoi—

on
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fon be put by it felf into one of thofe Cups, the
Cup, in an Inftant, flies to Pieces. Tho’ this Mat-
ter is known to Thoufands of Perfons, yet fome
‘Writers have affirm’d, that the Rhinoceros-Horn
has no fuch Virtue. The Chips, made in Turning
one of thofe Cups, are ever carefully fav’d, and re-
turn’d to the Ownerof the Cup ; being efteem’d of
great Benefit in Convulfions, Faintings and many
other Illneffes. i %

The Blood of the Rhinoceros is not a little va-
lued at the Cape. When'the Europeans there get it

frefh, they putit in fome of the Guts of the Rhino-

ceros , and hang it in the Sun to dry. -*Tis of great
Virtue for the Ogening of Obftructions, and the
Healing of inward Sores ; and is taken in 2 Glafs
of Wine, or in a Difh of Coffee or Tea.

All T have farther to do here, isto put the Reader
upon Comparing What is faid of the Leviathan in
Numbers 24. 8. -Deut. 33. 17. and Fon 39. 12 :
13: 14: 15, with What 'is here faid of the Rbinace-
705 3 and upon Confidering, whether fome Authors
have not a great Deal of Reafon on their Side, who
conclude the Leviathan and the Rhinoceros to be one
and the fame Creature.

Of .the DOGS inthe Hottentct Countries.

S the firft Settlers of the Cape took Dogs

with ’em from Europe, and moft, who have
repair’d to fettle there fince, have been accompanied
by one Sort or other of thofe Animals, fo the Cape-
Colonies are at this Day well provided with Dogs
of every Kind feen in Europe. But No bedy will ex-
peét I thould give any Account of thefe. Nor fhalt

- I fay any Thing here of the Domeftick Dogs of the

Hottentops 5 fince I have given a particular Account
. of
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