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A brief encounter with white rhinos

leaves a haunting memory y
"
BY MICHAEL MODZELEWSKI g

FIER TARING A SAPARI
. Renys o |948, |
tearned how fragile the ex-
istence ol the mighiy riv
NUCErOS 15,

Late une afternoon, while visibng
Merd Natonal Park, our guide,
Rubiert Carr-Hartley, ashed 1 the
group | was with wiied 0 see rhic
o “up close amd persanal.” Being
wvied phatographers and nanaralises, we
all fumped into the Land Rovers and
headed fur the deptha of the park.

Suddenly, Roberr sopped and
potnted owr the window. Oply 30
vards away were Hve wlute thinos

They were lLuge—packed trom
heels tis homs with enormios F!ﬂ:l'.lu-
tiwrte power, Robert explained that the

white, ot square-lipped, rhinn s sec-
ond only to elephants as the lirgest
liwing land mammal. The white chini's
MAITG,; he wonl on to Ay, has nmhing
o dio with 1o calor “white™ m a cor-
ruption of the Atrikaans word werl,
tor wide, reterring 10 the shape of the
species’ molth.

Robert greeted two guarde in Swa-
hili. We walked Joser, | . very alowly,
My every Instingt said w flee, Scenes
from the TV serdes “Paktar™ Tew
throwgh my mindi ornery  rhinos
charging the hunters' mucks; horns
kmfing throwgh metal doars, Here we
were, on toon shootme with motars
leed cameras!

The guards cxplained; via Robes,
that the live white rhinos had been re-

White Rhino Survival Status
Sclentific Namaz (vratofberom st

Estimated Population: 1,0.0

Historical Range: The northern white, € 5. conom, occurred in
southern Chad; Central African Republic, southwestern Sudan,
northeastern Zaire, and northwesteen Ugaoda, The southern subspecies,
., 1, simsn, Inhibited southeastern Angola, southwestern Zambia,
Mozambigue, Zimbabwe, Botswana, eastern Namilia, and South Atrica:

Current Distribution: \ single poplation of 22 C 4 corom survives i
Garamba National Park, Zaire; 4 number of populations of C o yeen
occur south of the Zambesi River, most of them in wildlife reserves,
I'here are about 200 white rhinos in 2ous,

Survival Probiems: ['oaching for 1 horms

SCITES—{_, 4 erttome v on Appendix | (threatened with exuncuion);

. 4, simiom is on Appondix 11 (hot corrently threatened with extinetion
but may become so unless trade 1o strictly regulated)

SN Rud List of Threatened Species—C & cottons, endangered (in

bmmedlate danger of extinetion)

oLl 8. Figh and Wildlie Service—C. & pottond, sidangered
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loeated m 1962 o Mero from reserves
i Sourh Atreas White rhunos are nod
natve 1o Renya This group and oth
etd were relocared 1w relieve over
erowding in the South African parks
(ke "White Rhimo Survival Seatus™).
Sinee the move, e things had been
wiiler 24=-hour guard, Dhiring the day,
the rhings grased in the open, and
then spent the night i & corral

It was clear that atver imetacting
with the guarde for many vears, the
Meru rhinos had bocome semi-domes
veated, There was 3 camaradenie be:
tween man and beast, The guands hud
ot fdimes for the horned behemorhs
and guided them with gentle calls.



Mari guard with mino by the tall—a
scann from happlers times, Not long
aftwt this photo was taken, this rhing
o four otherm wers killed by poaschors
who ciut off their homs with chainsaws,

O oo Cie proseds pebed # 1 would
tatke Il pierues

| |1I"|E||I"I! |:i-'|| ||l1.L'I.|. my PHEdl“‘iil
camera. He moved (o eght, closping
thie et of i ehbn's tadl,

Carr-Hartley lsughed. e thinks
wlh”!“ ITi l:|_r.'|'|"l .:II:||.1 .H'r'l'r"l' b
your camera mEST be very cxpensiv
hecaune 1 vpaes the merure our nght
AWAY.

As wie drove away in the tadimg

Lght, [ saw the poard slip the preture

4 =f

urte hw Breast |IIILLI.'T and button the
tlap. He patred 1 anaf 3t held o trous
e prssessin

A few dave atter rerorming home
Iravm Adried | read 4 newspaper (e
atateny that the Nive whie rtu:m i
Meru Mutiomd] Park had Beers #liiiglis
tered by poacherss, T pul down U
paped anid phoned 4 jourmalist s Nai-
rivh, ||np1:|5 thie stiary wasi't frue.

With mounting horror, | learned
thit rin thie evering ol Ovobier 38, un
A5 armed
poachers had mmeaka) ot Mery
them  surroundod  the
warden's house amd opened Nire with
irtachinie guns Athers spraved butlen

der eover of darknses,

Some wl

it the armaty where the park rangers
wWere l|+'1'}'lin}!l As the t;u.ln’-. dave fof
erver;, the roat of the gang clurged into
vhie eorral and gunned down the frve
tlilnes, Then they cut off the ammals’
horrs with chatnsaws and vanished
itibo the bush

Ly Merg Natondl Taek, Hierd 18 o
pusrd with no rhinos o protect, Al
ber 27 vears, All be las Is 4 pleture ol
himaell Ialiing a thitno by the wall,

Wichae! Madzeleusk b o freelance
swertter dntandd ine San Fravcises. Hi stu-
ires haty .ijrlpr.-.-m'r:' o L 0atside .‘i-ru s
T axerared, Olccans, anl otber mational
Priiricatons
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