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The different h
Animals that
are to bs
found on the
Lape.

BT
A Voyage to Siam. Boo. 1L,

for 2 certain quantity o: Tobacco and Brandy,
to furrender that Country to them, and to with.
draw farther up into the Continent. "T'hisa
ment was made about the year 1643, and fm
that time they have taken a grear deal of pains 1o *- F
make a firm fetlement on the Cape. 'They have
at prefent there a great Town and 2 Fort wih
ﬁm. Baftions which commands all the Road. Tl:g
air is very good, the Soil excellent, and Com
grows there as well as in Ewope ; they have plant-
ed Vines which yield a molt delicate Wine.
Wild Game they have every where in abun- }
dance. Our Ofhcers returned from Hunting and 22 2
Fowling with wild Goats, Antelopes, Pheafants s
and abundance of Partndgcs s big as the Wood- §
hens of France, and there are four forts of them.
The Oxen and the Sheep are got farther up a-
mongft the wid Natives of the Country ; bur 8
that is a T rathc which the Comp:mir referves to *.1°
themfelves, who buy them up tor a little "Tobac-
co, and fll them again to the Inhabitants of the
Cape, and to S{rmwers that put in there for frefh
Provilions. We Im Sheep there that weighed ©

i::.-u'.rlmn. p}m.d u..lfht .111d WCIe vmy good
mcat.

‘They have there alfoCivit-cats, many Wildcats,
Lvons and Tygers which have very pretty skins
and efpecially hu”c- great Apes that comes fome-
umes in 1 roops down from the Table-land into the
Gardens of  private Perfons, and carry away their
Melons and other fruit.Nine or ten Leagues from |
the Cape Eafimard there is a Chain of Hills full of —
Lyons, Eiephants, and Rhincceroffes of 2 prodi-
gious bi anefs.  Men of credit who have trawzllt'd
there aflured me that they had found the foot-trace
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Book II: A Voyage to Siam.

of an Elephant two foot and a half in diameter;
and that they had feen féveral Rhinocerofles as A

I can fay asto that, is that I have &en the two
horns which that Beaft carries on its Nofe, faftned
together as they are maturally, of a bignefs and
weight that inclined me to believe that what they

told me of it was true. The Lieutenant of the A property of -
Caftle who went on that Progrefs, told me that the Rhingce:
the Rhinoceros being in rage runs his greateft T

Horn into the Ground and continues to run a kind
of Furrow with it, till he come up with him that
has fitten him. The skin of that Beaftis o
hard that it s Mufﬁluet proof unlefs one rake
l:us time to hit it, when it fhews its Flank, the on-
lr.{;a place of its body where fire-arms or halbards,

t the Travellers carry, can wound it. There

1 are Horfes and Affes there of extraordinary beau-

'ty. The firlt have a very lirtle head, and pretty
long Ears; 'They are covered all over with black

and white ﬂ:renks that reach from their back to
their belly about four or five fingers broad and are

very pretty to look on, I faw the skin of one that
had been killed, which my Lord Ambaffador

- bought to carry with him intoFrence as a very cu-

rious thing.As for the Aflessthey are of all cofeurs,
they hav‘.. a long biew lift on the back that reaches
from head to tatl and the reft of the body like the
horfe, full of pretty broad ftreaks, blew, yellow,
green, black and white, all very hvel

Stags are {o plentiful ‘there that rhe are {een
feeding in Flocks like Sheep,and I heard thr':
manders Secretary fay, and the Commander hun-
f8If too, that they had feen ten thoufand of them

together in 2 Plain which they found i in a Wood:
¥ Thére

prodigious
high and big as an ordinary Elephant. All that Elephant.
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Book Il A Veyage to Siam.

- himfelf from a Rhinoceros of a huge bignefs that he was in of %

In the Progrefs they made which lafted five The Gover- | “&
Months, the;.fg;dvanceﬂ as far North-ward as the g‘;f “Lh; 4
Tropick ; that is to fay, they dilcovered tWo Progrefs up
hundred Leagues of the Country, keeping always into theCouna
within ten or twelve Leagues of the Weftern Oce- rcY- - 3
an. T he Commander Vanderftel was there in Per- v
fon, accompanied with fifty eight Men weil Arm-
ed. His Calefb came after him and forty Waggons
with twenty eight Horfés, three hundred Sheep,
anda h and fifty Oxen: Thele laft carri-
ed the and drew the Waggons, and the
Sheep ferved for food to the Travellors. He fet
out with his Company from the Cape of Good-bope
about the latter end of May, which is the Winter
time in that Country, and he chofe ‘that feafon,
that he might not want Water and Forrage in the
Defarts which it behoved him to crofs over. They
difcovered fome different Nations the ejght and
twentieth Begree of Latitude, who live in a plea-
{ant Countrey abounding in all {orts of Fruits

many Defarts and Mountains one of which was
fo high, that the Commander aflured ys they
were forty days in mounting up to the top of it.
They were all beth Man and Beaft like to have
been killed with thirft,and were many times in dan-
ger of bemg devoured by the wild beafts which A
they met in Troops. He had much ado to fave vy, danger
was within three fteps of him ready to tear him lofing his hf!-‘;
in pieces, had he not efcaped it by flinging him- HE
felt to one fide, and getting out of fight of the |
Beaft, which fought about for him a long while
to have rent him,
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