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Snap-shots at Big Game 
By C. C. Adams 

AGERMAN has been wandering here and there in eastern 
trop.ical Africa taking telescopic photogr~phs at long 
rangc bv day of the famous game animals and birds, or 
catching them by flash-light in their night haunts. In a 
little less than two years he has taken over 2000 of these 

pictures. He ~as broug~t to' view the hid~en li!e of many Af~ican 
animals, showlDg them Just as they are ID their natural enVlron, 
ment, and making plain to us many of their aspects that were 
never before revealcd to human eyes. Over three hundred of these 
photographs have bee.n reproduced. in .the book he has writte,;" 
which is to·day the hterary ><ensatlOn ID Germany. The book IS 
Mit Blitzlicht IInd Riichse (With Flash-light and Rifle), by C. G. 
Schillings, a German naturalist. An English translation of it 
has just bel'n published in this country by Harper & Brothers. 

Mr. Schillings came of a family of naturalists, and his talent 
for zoological study and collecting is innate. He was known at 
home, before he introduced hi~ photographic specialty on his latest 
journev, as the grelltcst collector of African wild life Ilnd the most 
eXlwrt' German authority on this subject. The collections he has 
brought to Europe include forty lions, thirty·six lpopards and 
other beasts of prey, other mammalia and birds by the hundre~s. 
The specimpns he has scattl'red among the museums of Berlm, 
Stuttgart, Munich, Vienna, Frankfort - on - Main, Weimar, and 
Karlsruhe numbl'r 355 speciE'S and varicties, among which are va­
rietie>! of the h~ena, the giruffc, the antelope, and the monse that 
were new to SCiencE'. He bE'gan his African work in 189(1, but it 
was his great expeditions af 1899-11l00, 1902, and \I)()3-4, in the 
tropical rpgions of German East Africa and the wide game-cov­
ered plains of the British East Africa Protectoratc. tbat brought 
him fame and tbe highest honor; and on his last journey he won 
a new claim to distinction by his wonderful photographs, which 
are a re\'elation of wild life such as bas nE'ver yet bPen made in uny 
other couutry. It seems strange that the wild animals of Africa 
have now upen made bettcr known pictorially than those of 
Germany. 

.tlr . .'!I·hilli,,!}., i,..,li,,!} (/. BIll)!} 1(111110('('1'08 wilh J/ilk 

When Schillings first reuched the inner African steppes in 1896, 
tbe desire grew upon him to be able some day to show to ·the world 
these new phases of animal life just as he saw them. He knew 
that most of our illustrations in books on zoology are merely from 
pbotographs of animals imprisoned in zoological gardens: that 
muny museum specimens are posed and grouped from these cap­
tives. No doubt, says Mr. Schillings, those who prepure sped· 
mpns for exhibition, e\'en tbough they may never have seen the 
animals in their natural condition, often produce valuable re­
suits; but too frP<juently the Rketches of unimals in otlr books 
and periodicals and tbe mounted specimens in museums give erro­
neous ideas of them. 

It seemed to Schillings that photograpby alone would supply 
the needed illumination and the incontestable facts which would 
enlarge our insight \nto the habits and life of wild animals. He 
was sllmmoncd one dny to the I mperial Palace at Berlin to give 
to the Emperor and the court an account of his collecting expedi· 
tions. On that oceasion he told of t.he .limitations which in some 
respects render incolllplete the scientific results of zoological .. tudy, 
and of his purpose. on his next expedition, to increase, if possible, 
the efficiency of his work by the very large employment of pho­
tography. 

He had known nothing of this art, but was now studying under 
the best of auspices. His technical fiE'ld training was under the 
direction of Martin Kiesling, of the German army, wbo had made 
a nallle in military photograpby. The greatest attention was given 
to telephotographic work. for Schillings knew that the field of 
the larger part of his photogrllphy would be the endless plains, 
marshes, and lakE'~, and it was e""l'ntial to make his negatives at 
distancl's so great that the animals would have no intimation 
of his presenc!'. 

By the hardest npplieatioll he gained, in a few Illonths, an inti­
mate acquaintance With the mysteries of photography, though when 
he reached Africa he found he bad !'till much to learn by experi­
ence in that field. All his apparatus was specially constructed 
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"lash·light of a Lion drinking at the Brink of a JUl1gle stream 

for use under tropical eonditions. His cameras were made for the 
hardest of usage, and the ch!'micals required for his flash·lights 
were ingeniou~ly protected against deterioration. When he landed 
at Tanga, East Africa, in February, IU03, he made his first pho. 
tograph of some sixty boxes of photographic m4terial, a number 
of them large enough for two men loads. 

So we may think of him and his 135 men as wandering far and 
wide for eighteen months through the great game country, taking 
snap·shots at the animal life, catching the zebras, gnu~, antelopes, 
and gazelll's as thl'Y grazed obliviou!! of the stranger a half·mile 
away, or galloped over the pin ins, rested under the trees. or sought 
refreshment at the drinking·places; sJlapping the monkl'ys scat· 
ter~1 O\'er the grassy Rteppe, fo\' their life is not wholly arboreal; 
rhinoceroses rooting in the swamp, taking thcir morning bath, or 
pointing in the wind, suspicious of an enemy; hippopotamuses in 
the river or swamp or caught by f1ash·light with their young; 
elephants and giraffes in ditTerent phases of their daily routine; 
the lion, leaping on his prey. crouching for a spring, or in mid· 
air an instant before the fatal bite in the neck of his "ictim, 
which is instant death; the leopard, the h."l'na, and other iwasts 
of prey, some of them dragging away the food they IUlI'e killed. 
Many other animals pORed uneoJlsciously for their ph·tllres. and 
thus appear naturally on the platps in all their gra('e and l>I>allty 
or ugltness. Some striking views show birds in midair, or great 
flocks of water birds about to leave for their Fummer haunts on 
the southern shores of Europe. 

All who are familiar with the views of scenery in numerOU8 
hooks on Africa will agree that Schillings's pictures give a new 
tOU('h of rl'alitv to these ~-enes. He sliows not onlv the land· 
~Cl\(ll'. hut thl' iife that abounds there. ~o pictures e;'er gave us 
1'0 \,h'id an idea of the grassy plains as these that show big game 
feeding II'/! or back dpep in the luxuriant vpgetation. The dl'E'p. 
wide I'll'phant paths in the dried·up strenm bed!! are a pha!'e of 
tropicnl Afri('a of which we have read, bllt have never before 
Rl'l'n We 81'1' the ostrich in the scrub lands. and npar the 
I!Tazing mothpr bird is her henp of I'ggs which shp tru~ts to the 
~un to hatch. Hpre are rock .. or hits of earth or "pgl'tntion dap· 
pled or streaked with shadow from elouds or brandies; nl'ar hy 
are 1.I'hraR or giruffl's, 11IId thl'ir stripl's look so IIIlIch like the 
"hadow" that we can readily gin crt>dI'nce to S('hillings's state· 
ment that the streaks of thl'sl' anilllals and of thl' II'0pard arl' pro· 
t('('tive. and. nt a dil4' 
tan('l'. their kepn· ('yed 
f~" ar(' oftl'n IInabll" to 
distinguish thl'm from 
their sllrroundin/!". 

A. Mortally Wounded Elephant making his Dcath Ch(/rge 

ne\'er seen any other pictures that so well show wild Africa 
just as it is. 

The flash· light pi('tures are the lIIost unique and surprising 
in the collcction. Nearly all of them Wl're takcn at the drink· 
ing·places which many animals visit in the night. When Schil· 
Iings had selected a fa"orable spot, he would pit('h his eamp some 
distance away, but near enough to summon aid at the crack of 
his ritle. Selecting a small space whl're the wind blew towards 
him from the path and water, he would I'nclose it with a brush 
fpnce to screen himself from view. Here he would sit, sometimes 
all night, in the darknl'ss or starlight, with his tlash·light all 
ready, match in hand, and repeating rifle and revolver by his side. 
There was little or no danger in the work. A flash and the piI" 
ture was taken; 1111 instant more and the animals were scampering. 
Even the lordly lion stayed not upon the order of his going. He 
might be springing through the air, or on the neck of his victim 
inflil'ting the one killing bite----the flash, and off he erashed into 
the jungle. In one pi('ture he is crouching for a Rpring; the next 
picture, taken instantly aftl'r, shows only the end of his tail. A 
crinkle in the tllil of a zebra may reveal the fiT~t moment of his 
terrible surprisl'. Some views show the !\uddl'n fellr in the eyes 
of the animals as they gazl'd for a sceond at the &tartJing iIIu· 
mination. 

The pi<'!ures SIH"V nothing more nor 11'8S than the camerll re· 
vealI'd. The author permittcd only one picture in the book to be 
retouched, and he tl'II;; why this wus done. The result is that 
while many are of great eXl-ellence, other photographs are inferior, 
but I'''en the poorer ones are "ery instructivl', or they would not 
have been admitted. 

Schillings explains the somewhat misty outlines of one of his 
lions by the fact that he was within nine fl'ct of the animal, too 
c1os(' to gct a sharply defined negative. What hypl'rcritical reader 
would complain, under the l·ircumstances! In most ellsl's the ani· 
mals werl' fixed on the plate before thl'y were startled out of a bit 
of naturalneRs. We flee them quenching their thirst at the brink 
of the strpam or approaching it. Three female lions appear at the 
spring on one plate. In anothl'r view Zl'hrnH line thl! bank, others 
are waiting behind, and in thl' high('r b!lckground only the legs 
of others are visible. Huch picturcs repaid the wl'ary vigils, and 
made the photographer as happy as the di~l'n"!'rl'r of a nl'w rh·!'r. 

(f'ontil1,,('ti 0" 1I".fIC l,t64.) 

Thl' moment he seizl's 
to photograph a sWllmp 
or a ril'l'r iR whl'n wild 
fowl are atloat or II 

hi~po . or p~·thon is 
ilwlmlllmg or his cllra· 
\'on i~ fording. When' 
the ell'phants afe hrows· 
ing WI' .fOe thl' VOIIIl'.! 
Irl'l'M thl'\, ha\'p' torn 
down to /!~t at tht' twig" 
and t('ndl'r II'll \'eS 11 t 
t heir tops. Fa r a wa \' 
among the scattpfl·d tini· 
lM'r of the park lands Wl' 
"~ giraffl'!! taking in thl' 
\'IPW, thf'ir head" hlllf· 
way to thl' trt'l'·tops. J 11 

a word. \VI' Ill't nUlny 
glim PSE'!! of the nr'· 
truth of Afrirll h('('all"(, 
WI'. "1'1' so llInny phaRI·. 
of its animnl Jiff' in tlll·ir 
RfI"ropriatf' "I'ttin!!". 01.1 
Afril'llllisl. of (l"nlllln\,. 
who know thl' Afri(';in 
tropil'" Ray they have /,i,,/It 'kS CIlIl!}itl /,y F/llsh.liy/.I ,,.hil,· 1I1/(/I'ki"9 a c"p/ir" U.r; ha mll/" is at lite Left uf lilt: /'/w/t'!/I·"I.It 
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Snap..shots at Africa's Big Game 
(Oontinued from lJage 1~.f9.) 

~ny of the beasts of prey and most of 
. the lions were photographed not at the 

drinking·places, but at spots where meat 
was exposed or live animals tied up as a 
tempting bait. In all his work Schillings 
has shown himself to be a man of merciful 
instincts, whose interest in animal life lacks 
nothing of sympathetic quality. No man 
has written more strongly than he in de­
nunciation of the ruthless slaughter of 

. African game, all of which, he says, is 
doomed to extermination. He permits none 
of his men to kill except for the cooking­
pot. How could such a man E'xpose do· 
mestic animals to be killed by wild beasts T 

Tralnln' Wild Animal. 

His explanation Is that the few cattle 
and donkeys assigned to this fate had been 
bitten by the tsetse-tly, whose bite is fatal. 
They could live only a few w<'f'ks in great 
suffering ; and he is not the only hunter 
who believes that the bite of thl' lion, sev· 
ering the spinal colullln ut the lIt'ck, ml'ans 
death as instantanE'ou,; and painl{'88 as a 
bull('t throu/?h the h(,lIrt. 

Schillings belif'\'e!l thnt many wild nni· 
malR have higher intl'lIigl'n<'f' thlln we give 
th('m l'redit for; Rympnthit'R nnd sl'ntiml'nts 
that often bring thl'm nl'arl'r to our plane 
than we know. It is c('rtain at least that 
this student of anilllnl!l i .. rar('ly fitted by 
na1l1l'e and training to win the confidence 
nnd affection of mnnv of thcl1l. A small 
menagerie seems to at'tl'nd him whl'r('ver he 
goes. He tamed a marabou, one of the 
African storks, so that it lived in his vari­
ous camps as free a life as the porters that 
carrit>d his hag/?age, and waR tru('r than 
they in its fl'alty to him. Now and then 
his coll('ction of habooDf; up in the brall~ht'f! 
would give e\'idence of d('lighted exciteJll('nt 
and anticipation, and the JIIen would flay, 
"Thc 'llaRtl'r is coming." Thl'Y knew him 
when, to the human eye, he waR only a black 
spot on the horizon, and Wl're always the 
first to herald his return to camp. 

A Bottle-Fod Rhlnoceroa 

In the Zoological Garden at Berlin are 
a rhino('ero!l and goat that are inseparable. 
The reRidents of that city were greatly as­
tonished by the remarkable friendship be· 
tween these two animals. Schillings 
brought hOJlle with him the first young 
rhinoceros that had been carried to Europe 
in twenty year... The difficulty is to ,;upply 
theRe young animals with nouri!lhment, Ilnd 
thl'Y almost iD\'ariably die on the journ('y. 
Schillings caught thill spl'cimen when vl'ry 
young, and petted it aR he might a little 
dog. He introduced the young monllter to 
two milch goats, and it lived on thl'ir milk, 
which Rchi\1in~s serwd from a bottle. He 
kept the animals tO~E'ther, and a reciprocal 
fricnd"hip devclopl'd. The baby rhino was 
later bereand of one of hill friend .. , but t..e 
other i ~ still with him. This zoologist RUYS 
that in time of drou~ht, when the marflhE's 
dry up and thl' watE'r holes are few and far 
between, the rhinocerOf; can make a strni/!ht 
path twenty miles away to some usually 
unfailing source of supply. 

Watchln, bv Night 

The hurdf'Rt work waR the night vi~ils 
at the flnllh·light llO"tR. which oftl'n r('slIlt· 
('d in nothill~ hut an incf'~"ant fight with 
mORquitol'''. The hour!! w('re tl'dioll" when 
no 1I1lillllll!l cnlll(, to ti)(' "tlldio. lInd R('hil­
Iin/!" lIlak(,R no prt'h'l1l'c of having I'njo~'ed 
th('s(' oC(,lIRionR. Th!' night air wa,; not 
hl'nlthful. th,' "mldf'n downpollr,; had It 

dnmpf'lling "fTI'd IIpon ardor. nnd th!' pho· 
tograplwr sut Ollt in tilt' 01)('11 for " fort­
lIi~ht hefore he cUlIght hiH first flu,;h·light 
of II lioll . 

Blit thl's!' watch .. ,. in the durkll(,s,", /!ave 
him wond .. rflll familillritv with thl' lif!' and 
sOlllllls of thl' night. :lIid Ollf' of hi" h!'IIt 
('hapt.,!'s i" giwll to till' Afri<':lll wil.ls in 
till' ni:.:httillll'. Th.> "all< of th,' hinis. thf' 
}ll'flc1i ,!..!inll -'; hll11l1l1illg' CIf tlu' ill~( ·d~ . :nul 1hf­
( '11114'('1'1. of l1u' fr(lg~ Wt ' '''' 11111:''')( ' 1.) 11111 tn 
,10111110(' ''' hut tltf' plllli ... ~ of Ih,' hippos. the 
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l!rllnti~g of the rhinos, and the "aried fOX­
dllluaUons of the Iwasts of prpy WI!IIItI 
""lr"I'''' ,,- h' • 'It', . "': so soot mg to ordinary netVP". 
. . .. lit .mgl!t that the male hippopOtlllllU~ 
.I"·('rt. hl~ kmg'Mhil> OVfOt thl' 8walllpR ill thl' 
st.{?l'st toue of unmistakable authol"itv, 

\" have hellrd of explorfOrs who -hano 
,· ... I:\ •• ·d 'frl' f ' i, ," ('ll rom sea to !II'll WIthout '1('('-

Ill! ". Iron, They WfOre not hunters and the 
'''11 10 n nI' I t I ' ' , I' g I prow er, I'estmg by dill' 111 

~.'e rll'P!hs of the thieket or fore~t. H~'hil­
III/(~ thmks that the title" kin .. of bellsts " 

h,·lon". to th I h " 
I, '" I' I' I'P lint rather t1um to the 
II/n, Rnd that th Af' , t I • I' rll'lln IMpa rd IS 11101'1' 

In )(> f"lIrl',1 hoth bv the brut{' crl'lltioll 111111 
,~' lIIan than I' . , '1'1 r . lis more e('lebrated rrva I 

'II' Ion usually "e('kM no quarrel kill~ 
011 I' When h ' h ' 
f'"~1 ' ., IH ungry, and hi!! favorite 
lire 18 the h('IpI1'8!! zebra, Old lions often 
I apart from their kind and the AX_ p nrrl' ha •. ~, 

lion's nel'pr 81'en nJOI'., than sp\'ent(,pn 
8 In one hprd T' I ' with th ' ,\\0 01' t Irpe 1I0np""I'H 

for h tlr young will often live togethpr 
111'0 (~n N:g p~,rPOS1'8, or a male lion with 
make aijto~';f' ,IOnl'RsPR, HI' ha~ 81'1'11 thl'lII 
in/( upon a 1~~!lntfly !ong Ipa pR whpn ~)ll'ing" 
fPl't Th A .'rt,lm, III one ellRe twenty-foil I' 
pat~r is ~ RifiJe tiger that beMmpR a' man­
hilt the Rua y too old to ('atch wild 1l'1l1l11' 

I'l'illl~ o;"m~pllt!lIg lion ill Iikl'ly to I ... in till: 
l'llt tl I' ' fhl'r(' IIrt· WOf\' fl'lI' nf IlwllI 

II' Inll tI t ' • 
-,,'k. hltm !1I on('f' tIlHt.·" hllman hlnn" 
""nil('d I IIn \','ctilll", I '"lull''' a hllllt 01'-
... . IV nata' I . ' 
hilu out of th ('s 01' \l'lIte 111"11 S(I,," I'"ts 

e way, 
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