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The vestibule (or pharynx) is comparatively long and extends a 
a considerable distance behind the head armature. Thus the distance 
from the anterior extremity of the worm to the posterior limit of the 
auricular appendages is between 0·14 and 0·152 mm. in the male and 
0·168 and 0·18 mm. in the female and the length of the vestibule 
measured from the anterior extremity is between 0·192 and 0·22 mm. 
in the male and 0·232 and 0·240 mm. in the female. The oesophagus 
is divided into two muscular portions of approximately equal dia­
meter. Their junction is 0·336 to 0·384 mm. from the anterior 
extremity of the worm in the male and 0·368 to 0·4 mm. in the female. 
Similarly the posterior extremity of the oesophagus is 1·58 to 
2·03 mm. and 1·9 to 2·18 mm. from the anterior extremity in the male 
and female respectively. 

The nerve ring surrounds the anterior portion of the oesophagus 
slightly anterior to its middle. The very inconspicuous ventral 
excretory pore is on the same level as the nerve ring. 

Male. The male is 7·8 to 8·4 mm. in length with a maximum 
diameter of 0·176 to 0·216 mm. The posterior extremity is ventrally 
curved but is not in a spiral. The tail is bluntly pointed and between 
0·15 and 0·22 mm. in length and it bears caudal alae which tend to 
fold over the ventral surface. Near the tail tip on the ventral surface 
there is a small group of 3 minute pairs of papillae and a pair of 
phasmids arranged in two parallel rows. Apart from these very small 
structures, there are 4 pairs of preanal and 3 pairs of postanal papillae. 
The four preanal pairs and the 2 most posterior postanal pairs of this 
group have very long nervous pulps. The most anterior of the 3 post­
anal pairs (i.e. the pair nearest the cloaca) is in the peculiar crossed 
transverse arrangement characteristic for most members of the genus. 
No median double papilla is detectable in front of the cloaca. 

There are two unequal spicules. The right spicule is shorter and 
broader and measures between 0·22 and 0·24 mm. in length and the 
left spicule is longer and more slender and measures 0·32 to 0·35 mm. 
in length. A gubernaculum consisting of a naviculiform base with 
a pair of irregular wings is present. 

The single testis extends forwards to within approximately 
1·0 mm. of the posterior extremity of the oesophagus and its extrem­
ity loops back a short distance. 

Female. The female is 1l·4 to 13·6 mm. in length with a maximum 
diameter of 0·256 to 0·320 mm. 
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2. The presence of cuticular bristles on the extremity of the tail 
of the female. In other species this appendage is smooth. 

3. The great length of the vestibule in relation to the head 
armature. In other species it barely extends beyond the posterior 
limits of the auricular appendages. 

4. The greater distance between the posterior extremity of the 
oesophagus and the vulva. 

Parabronema roundi n.sp. 

Type host: Rhinoceros bicornis. 

Type locality : Kenya. 

Habitat: ? Intestine, (more probably stomach). 

Types: In London School of Hygiene and Tropical 
Medicine. 

NOTE ON THE STATUS OF THE GENUS PARABRONEMA 

BAYLIS, 1921 

When Baylis named the new genus he stated "the genus to which 
these worms belong seems, to the writer to have very close relation­
ships with Habronema Diesing". 

Baylis and Daubney (1926) placed Parabronema next to Habro­
nema in the subfamily Spirurinae Railliet, 1915 in the family Spiru­
ridae Orley, 1885. 

Yorke and Maplestone (1926) preferred to place Parabronema in 
the subfamily Acuariinae Railliet, Henry and Sisoff, 1912 of the 
family Acuariidae Seurat, 1913, presumably because of the "cordons" 
present on the anterior extremity. 

Skrjabin (1941) made a new subfamily Parabronematinae for 
Parabronema and Squamanema Van Thiel, 1925 and placed it in his 
new family Histiocephalidae. 

Baer (1950) arranged Parabronema under Schistophorinae 
Travassos, 1918 in the family Acuariidae. 
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