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10 NORTH WESTERN RHODESTA

CHAPTER 1.

THE HUNTING GROUNDS OF NORTH-WESTERN RHODESIA.

LTHOUGIT big game abounds throughout North-Western Rhodesia, it exists in greater gquantities in some
parts than in others.  Again, on cerfain rivers, rare antelope, such as the Puku (Cobus vardoni), the
Lechwe (Cobus lTeche), r|11:i Situtungra (Tragelaphus speken) are to be found, [ shall, therefore, make special
mention of those parts of the 1"|!|l"|'|]|". w ]nrhh | consider likely to give the hanter the best sport. The
ader will fined o sleetch map at the end ol this pamphlet, which h{- should consult.
Belore ddeseribing the hunting grounds, [ think it better Lo give a list of the game any sportsman may expect
ta meet with whilst hunting in North-Western Rhodesia 1 —

Bullalo, Grysbaek, I oeetden, Sable Antelope,
Bushhagek, Harteheeste {Lichtenstein), Lechwe, Situtunga,
Bushpig, Hippopotamus, [.eopard, Stembuck,
Cheetah. Hupting Dog, Lion, Tsessehe,
Crocodile, Hyena, Chriba, Wart Hog,
PDriker (two species), Impala, Puku, Waterbuck,
Eland, Jackal, FEhinoceros, Wildebeeste,
Flephant.  Giraffe, Klipspringer, Roan Antelope, Zchra (Burchell’s),

W the cosmmencement of my description of each humting ground, 1 give a list of the pame the sportsman is
likely tor ind.  He will doubtless note that he has collected all the antelope mentioned as abounding in such-and-such
a locality, so need not waste his time there, but he is sure to find some individeals in one or other of the described
hunting grounds which he ecspecially desires to shant.

We will lirst describe the hunting grounds accessible from Livingstone.

1 —STMARAHA.

CGiame obtainable are :—Hippopotamus, Lichtenstein Hartebeeste, Eoan Antelope, Wildebeeste (Brindled Gnu),
Lechwe, Puka, Burchell's Zebra, Oribi, and Reedbuck.

Thee Simaraha Aats form, in my opinion, by far the most I'*'ut:rl:niln;_:;‘ ground [ have even hunted over. They
are situated between huuns_{nh and Sesheke, on the Zambesi river, or, to be more precise, T should say between

the rivers Umgwezi and Machili (see map at end of pamphlet), where these two rivers empty themselves info the
Famheg,
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The best time of the vedr lor visiting this hunting ground is during the months of September and October.
It is, in fact, of little use ;.';::ura;.{ to Simaraha much |'.IEl[|r|r the middle of September, as the very long grass is still
unburnt, When the grass is burnt off, it would appear that all the game which frequents the Umgweszi, Kasaia
and Machili rivers during the other months of the year. congregates on theze vast Rats and drink night and morn-
ing from the Zambesi itsell.

Here the sportsman will, at the right time of the
vear, see hig game in hundreds.  Here only have 1
seen anyihing to approach the number of game usu-
ally shown in the frontispicce of the old hunter’s
books. T well remember taking a friend Lo see this
truly remarkable sight, who, with the aid of his
wrlnsses, counted no less than 87 Roan Antelope in
e herd. Lichtenstein  Hartebeeste, Burchell's
Zebra, and Wildeleeste were there i larger herds,
whilst, dotted about in =mall clumps, we saw Lechwe
and Puku, and here and there come Oribi and a few
Heedbuck.

But—there is, of course, a " but "—the mirape
renders successful shootme very dilfeult. Ihurine
the early morning and the evening the light is
nermal, bt when the sun is hot, it is almost Tmpos-
sibile 1¢| judge distances.  The Antelope are there,
but how [ar off, or how near, only experience can
teach ; moreover, the ground 15 of such a nature that
the hunter can seldom learn where hiz bullet falls,
for littie or no dust 1s thrown up by (.

Seill, cas T said before, the Simaraha Hats oare . ’
by far the mest fascinating hunting  ground | AR M SN e
know,

T reach il,, the Sportsman hires canoes from L |,|,|.;|. |:| e aika s SN, whi lives at :‘!ll:"-l:'l‘l ke, A _||.l|.||!|11. L tle
Zamhesi from Kazungula cccupying one day and a-hall. From Liviogstone to Kazungula is 45 miles, but the
Zambesi is not navigable hetween these two poinis.

The sportsman, on arrival at Livingstone, can put up ot one of the hotels—he will Ind one on cither hank ol
the Zambesi—or he can, if he has come properly equippod, camp an the Livingstone township reserve on the
north bank of the river ; this is cheaper.  He should call on the Civil Commissioner at Livingstone, and inform
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lim whers e wishes o shoaot,. The Civil Commissioner will ds=sue the necessary licence (see appendix A", and
will epmmunicate with Letia, with a view to getting the necessary canoes sent to Kazanzula,

The sportsman can make arcangements with Mre, F. ], Cliarke, aor one of the other Livingstone merchants or
transport riders, fo have himsell and his ootht conveved o Karungula.

Until he hears that his eanoes are ot Kazungula,

he can spend his time most enjoyably in exploring

the river amd the Victoria Falls or he may, if he be

a hisherman, obtain most excellent sport with the
“tiger ' fAsh (see Chapter TV.)

Itis as well 1o take @ shot wun o Simaraha, and,
mn {act, to any other hunting ground, as game birds or
wild low] can always be obtamed.

Soomuchs then, for Sumaraha, amg | feel sure that
if the sportsman pays that hanting ground o visit,
he will not be disappointed, provided he times his
visit as advised, viz, during the months of Septem-
ber and Oclober.

11.--SESHEKE RIVERS HUNTING
GROUND.

Olxtamable i —Eland, Roan Antelope, Lion,
Vildebeeste, Zebra (Burchell’s), Wart Hop, Palla,
Duwker, Stembuck, Orili.

This  hunting ground is best reached from
Sesheke,  The sportsman may find that he is ahle
to hire horses at Sesheke, but the rough nature of the
ground restricts thelr use to the road and native
[ aths.

JA ey T R g et o Y E B - L n 3 7 3 P e 5 =
Practically this 15 the same hunling ground as the Simaraha, but the sportsman can visil il a little earher, sav,
meprenher,

Warthog,

When hunting on Simaraha, one would pitch one's camp on the river bank, but, in the case of the ground | am
aow deseribing, 1t would be advisable to make headguarters in the * Mopani?* Forest, or on the hanks of the
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Aachili or Kasaia rivers. It wounld, in Fact, be more comlortable,.  When handing the Simaraha, the sportaman
musk carey woodd for hiz fire a long distance, here he will ind both wood and water plentiful.

He would hunt in the ' Mopani ©° Forest for Palla, Wart Tog, Lion, and Roan Antelope, on the edge of the
[orest noarest the Zambesi cpiver [or Lichtenstein Harteheeste, Zebra (Burchell's), Wildebeeste, and Duiker, and
a =hort distanee inko the fats for Oribi and Stembuck.

[t would be well for the sportsman to know that the Kisaia river contains more crocodiles than any other
river in North-Western Rhodesia.  They are most voracious, and very bold, due, no doubt. 10 overcrowding.

When describing Simaraha, 1 told the sportsman how to reach Sesheke by canoe,  On arival he should visit
the District Commissioner, and ohtain the necessary information to cnable him to engase a guide, carriers, ete.
These will he supplied by J,nm [Lewanika's sani, or m the hotel prupru tor at 'Qr't.lwkr'-

The goodwill of 1he Chicf iz alwavs worth having. He smokes; is a keen photographer, fisherman and hunter;
he owns a Tew horses, and likes evervthing the white man makes uge of, These hints mav help the sportsman, if
he wishes, to seleet a little present for the Chiel

IH.—THE BANKS OF THE ZAMBESI RIVER A5 A HUNTING GROUND.

Game obtainable :—Buffalo, Bushbuck, Crocodile, Duiker, Eland. Elephant, Giraffe, Grvshuck, Hartebeeste
i(Lichtenstein’s), Hippopotamus, Hyena, Impala, Koodoo, Lechwe, Lion, Oribi, Puku, Reedbuck. Rhinoceros,
Foan Antelope, Sable Antelope, Situtunga, Stembock, aessehe, Wart Hog, Waterbuck, Wildeheeste, Zebrn
{Burchell's)

The above list of game obtainable on the banks of the Zambesi is a long one. . A glance at the map, however,
will show the sportsman that the country over which he must search for tlu-. EAME i3 Very extensive,

Crame abounds on both banks of the river, from a few miles above Sesheke to ."ﬂlmna.,.l.. sifuated at the oot of
Lhe Barolse A .-|'|||'_'_'c {=pe mapl,

Buflale may be lound on the Njoke river in small herds, 1 have also met with them on the Lui river. Buosh-
buck are found on the wooded banks of the rivers running into the Zambesi,  Large numbers of crocodiles are
seen on the sand banks, and wherever the water is sluggish.

The Duiker 15, of course. met with evervwhere,

Elephants are not plentiful anywhere in North-Western Ehodesia, so the hunter must trust entirely to his luek.
They have been seen in small herds on the Njoke, Lumbi, and Lui rivers, and sometimes on the western bank of the
Zarmbesi itsell, near Sinang,

The Giraffe 15 only found on the western side of the Zambesi, and usually some distance from the river.

A day can bardly pass without the sportsman meeting with many Hippopotami, either basking in the shallows,
or rising and. sinking in mid-stream.
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The best time to shoot them 12 in the early morning, when they mav alten be observed close 1o the bank.
When the moon is full, the sporisman may enjov night shooting on Band,

Whenever there is meat in camp, nocturnal visits from the Hyepa may be expected.

The Impala Antelope a5 to be found almost anyvwhere on either bank. The Koodoo is scarce, but exists m
places where the bush is more than usually
thick. T have met with them on the Kakenoi
river, near Sioma (sce map), and hear that a
few are still to be found in the vicinity of the
numerous rapids between Katima Molilo and
Sioma {2ee map).

Lechwe amd Poku run an Large herds on
the western bank of the Xambes:, wlherever
the pround is opén and swampy.  Both may
also be found some little distance up the
Njoko river.

A Lion may be met with anywhere, but are
especially plentiful in the Mopani [orests on
the Mjoko river

Whercver the ground 15 open, but drey,
the sportsman may expect to bapg Oribi and
Stembuck.

The Rhinoceros is now rare, but it has
been seen in the rocky country between the
Mijoko and i rivers.

Roan Antelope are found in the open
country a mile or two from the river banle.
Sable are not uncommon on the castern bank
of the river, The hunter should not expect
to meet with Situtunga unless he can arrange
for a native drive. This Antelope lives in the extensive reed swamps, from which the natives drive it by setting
fire tocthe recd beds..

Stembuck are found on the same ground as the Oribi.  Tsessehe are only to be shot on the western bank of the
Zambesi. Warthog are most plentiful in the Mopani forests, on both banks of the Zambesi, and up the Njoko
river, ——t

Waterbuck arc very numerocus, and are seldom found more than half a mile from water. They frequent the

B
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banks of the Zambesi and its tributaries, preéferring rocky ground,  \Wildelbeeste and Zebra are very common,
and usually found in company with Tsessebe or Hartebeesie

To explose this hunting ground successfully and
comfiortahly the sportsman should hire three or four
native dug-out canoes.  These he may obhlan at
Sesheke, from Letia. He should be very careful to
arrange 4 price before leaving: Sesheke, so as to
avoid possible disputes when i@z fime comes for
paying-off his paddlers. 1 strongly advise him to
negotiate through the District Commissioner,

[ can give no definite idea of where the sporis-
man 15 certain to find game, bot during my many
journeys up and down the Zambesi, between the two
points mentioned, 1 have landed, haphazard, when-
ever | required meat, and do not remember a blank
elay.

If the hunter iz also fond of wild fowl shooting
and fishing, he may reasonably expect to have a
truly dehgrhtful time. The sand banks teem with
wild fowl of every description, whilst the river con-
taing unlimited nambers of hungry tiger-fish.

Ihe Zanbest, in many places much resembles the
Thames above Boulter’s Lock, on a very large scale,
of course, There are many rapids and Talls, for a
description of which, see pagre 24,

Hyena.

IV. - THE ZAMBESI’'S NORTHERN TRIBUTARIES.

Before leaving the subject of the Zambesi Hunting Ground, it might be as well to inform the sportsman that
good shooting exists a little to the north of Lealui.

:l:.,i]'l.dEI‘ an agreement with Lewaniks, shooting over the hest sround is- prohibited by law. (See Game Law,
sections 3o and 31, Appendix A, -
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If the sportsman wishes to hunt over this ground—and he will get Lechwe, Puku, and. possibly, Situtunga,
there—he must first obtain permission from the Administrator, and from Lewanika, through him.
There is excellent shooting to be had on both banks of the Kabompo river (see map page 4t).

il i I::Eh

The Kokompe River.

Flephants are plentiful, and, it is said, so are Rhinoceri  In fact, the Kabompo river has been so little hunted. that
its banks afford probably the best shooting in North-Western Rhodesia. It should, however, be borne in mind
that a long time must he spent in getting there, and anyone wishing to test its possibilities, should leave the Falls
not later than the end of May, travelling wid Kazungula, Sesheke, and Lealui,
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21
"It is mot necessary to abiain special permission to shost on the Kahompe river, ualess, of course, it is desived
o kil srasne mentioned in Schedule 3 of the Game Law (see Appendiz A).

Source of the Kabnmpa Kiver,

Anvone wishing to crganise a shool north ol Leahn, should make a poiat ol arranging all such details as rate
of wages of guides, paddiers, ete., through the District Commissioner—his house is at Mongua, seven miles {rom

Leadui—For natives have a happy lenack of forgetting the precise terms of 8 verbal contract.
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The railway construction is already bevond Kalomo, which the reader will remember as the headquarters aof the
Administration.

There is very fair shooting to be had within rrnann.ﬂn; distance of this place.  1f the sportsman 15 not afraid of
walking, | "-'l'l.'lllilﬂ atrongly advize him to hunt along the main road towards Lealun. 1 mention walking, because
almost everywhere else on the Batoka Plateau, horses may he used, Some 335 miles west of Kalomn, on the road

Bulifala, Komidno.

to Lealui, the deadly Tstese flv 15 so numerous as to be a real danger to dogs and horses.  Still; very good shoot-
ing is to be had beyvond the “ fly belt ' through which this road runs. to the distance of about 23 miles. The
sportsman must cover this distance during the night, forwhen it is dark the *'fly’’ is inactive. The fly isvery much
more prevalent in this "belt’’ during some months of the year, but it is never safe to halt with horses and dogs
anywhere where it might he encountered.,
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It iz not worth while shooting bevond the Machili river in this direction. In the Machili river valley Puku
are numerous on the right-hand side of the road, whilst Lechiwe run in large herds to the left.

Bushbuck.

It will be found best to engace the natives of the Kreaals in the neighbourhood to drive the Techwe up wind,
past a hiding place previously selected.
From the Machili, travelling in a north-easterly direction towards the katue river (see map), very good game
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country is passed through ; but, as the Tzetse fly extends almost up to Nkala, horses cannot be used. Elephants,
Rhinoceri, Buffalo, and Keodoo are sad too exist m this ' ly-bele ™

There is a large herd of Bufizlo not lar rom Nkala (see map page 41):

Stanting again from Kalomo, the sportsman might travel in @ north-easterly direction towards  the Halie

5 ailay,
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Erhimeceros,

river valley, on the edge of which he shoold meet with Eland, Sable Antelope, Palla, Bush Pig, and Wart Hug.
searer the river itself he should find Rean Antelope, Wildeheeste, Fiartebeeste {Lichtenstein), Febra {Burchell™s),
Lechwe;, Pookoo, Reedbuck, and Qribi,

Again, starting from Kalome, and travelling along what is known as the Monze road, to Siacheduntula’s leraal,
a thick forest country is reached. 1In this forest are a few Rhinoceri, Buffalo. Sable Antelope, and Bushbuck,
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whilst Elephants dre known to pass through it occasionally.  Should the sportsman oxtend his journeyings i a
north-ecasterly direction, towards the lafue river, he would meet with very good shooting.
Of 1he equally gond game country beyond the Kafue river T will not speak, for | think 1 have said guit-

Waterhbuock.

enough to show the reader that the country is well worth visiting, and [ bave no wish to run the risk of weary-
ingr i,
Should the sportsman wish to go bevand the Kafue, he will e able to obtain the necessary information locally.
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