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REMARK ABLE RHINO: CEROS 'HORN.

Sir,—The an African
rhinoceros horn (he\ongm-' B e W Rothschild), which
seems o have the characters of both Rhinoceros simus and
Rhinoceros bicornis, Three inches from its bas> the horn has
almost a flat front surface like simus, but within 2ft. of the tip is
circular like bicorn's; length in
front curye 3 .;in.; circumference
at base, 22in. ; weight, 10Ib. This
specimen was obtained by the late
Mr Dogzgett on his last trlp during
t'he U[:anda Boundary Commis-

lt ‘would be interesting to learn
it both species, viz, khinoseros
simus and R. bicornis, occur in or
near the Lado Enclave, for if this
|s me case it may possibly be a
RowLaND WARD
[\\'e ‘have referred the question
to Mr Lydekker, who writes as
follows: *1 have had an opportu-
nity of examining the rhinoceros
horn referred to in the above note.
1t is certainly a remarkable speci-
men, combining as it does charac-
ters usually considered as respec-
tively distinctive of simus and
In the form of the
mughenod base, which presents a
sub-circular section, it appro:
mates, for instance. to the bicor:
type, while above this it pr esent:
the flattened front surface charac-
teristic of the white rhinoceros.
On the other hand, as the summit
is approached it once more reverts
to the bicornis type, expanding
laterally in the manner seen in
certain” front horns of the black
species. In its curvature it also
shows a distinct approximation to
the front horn of the bic:anis holm-
woodi type, and to the one in the
Paris Museum which Dr Troues-
sart has represented in Plate xxix.
of the Zoological Society’s Pro-
ceedings for 1909 surmounting the
K i snout of a female of the Lado race
[Copyright, Rowland Ward. (simus cottoni) of the white species,
forns of the holmwoodi type,
HonN or RHINOCEROS.  which Dr Trouessart assigned to
simus coltond, are, as 1 have pre-
viously shown in the Field, refer-
able to the black species. As to the Paris specimen assigned by the
same naturalist to the fema'e of the Lado white rhinoceros, I can
say nothing definite as I do not know its history ; but no horn of
anything like its length is definitely known in this country as the
product of simus coftont. Indeed, the longest hora of that |~ne
recorded in Mr Ward’s Records of Bq; G vm> measures only
or considerably shorter than the specimen forming the subject uf
the present note. Whether the latter belongs to a male or a
female is difficult to decide, although if it pertain to the
white species it is almost certainly the front horn of a female,
With regard to the hybrid theory. I am loth to believe that two
species so different from one anoiher as the white and the black
rhinozeros would interbreed under normal circumstances in a
state of nature. So far, however, as I can glean there appears to
Leno evidence that the black species is a native of the Lado
clave, no horns being recorded in Mr Ward’s book from that
ict, while :App:lreully no mention of the occurrence of the
cies in Lado is made by Major Powell-Cotton in his volume
Unknown Africa. Mr Roosevelt, again, when writing in his
1fricen Game Trails (pp. 414-5) of the white or square-mouthed
rhinoceros in Lado contrasts it with the East African black
species, as if there were none of the latter in the district. Hm\
near the range of the black rhinoceros comes to Lado
unaware, but if it be sufficiently closeto permitof a stray md|-
vidual oceasionally w: ‘mdenng into the country we should have
t the condition to induce the interbreeding of the two species,
as inthe case of the so-called Ovis brookei, which is believed to be
a hy! bnd _due to a Tibetan argali hﬂ\'mg stmvell into the domain
of the 1f on the other hand, me duumiul horn |s not that
ofa h\'hnd and 1 refrain from ex this
point—it can only pertain to a female of the whlle rhmoceros on
the as:nmmmn that black rhinos are unknown in Lado. al
informed, however. by Mr Ward that such female horns of the
northern race of the white rhinoceros that have hitherto come
under his notice are small, but otherwise of the normal simus type.
At present, therefore, it seems impossible to_come to any sa isfac-
tory conclusion with regard to Mr Rothschild’s specimen.”"—Ep.]

dist

THE STRENGTH OF AN ELEPHANT.

Sim,—1 had lately to go to the Chiromo Marsh in Nyasaland
in search of certain specimens of game which I required. The
march has latelv been opened to sportsmen. having previcusly
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