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E 1/o INCREASE IN LEWA’S RHINO POPULATION SINCE THE LAST NEWSLETTER. YES,ITIS REAL!

The biggest dividend of everybody’s hard work in developing and supporting Lewa is to be able to record the birth of four black rhino and
four white rhino calves since our last newsletter. When Anna started the Ngare Sergoi Rhino Sanctuary in 1983, we struggled to find a
single rhino to initially stock the sanctuary. Whoever thought we would be reporting eight rhino births in a mere six months! What’s more;
three of these are born to females that were themselves born within Lewa. We can confidently say that if we maintain stable security and
monitor the stocking rate, we are really now contributing to Kenya’s overall rhino population. Our total rhino population currently stands
at 32 black and 33 white rhino. We have translocated three white rhino back to Meru National Park and one black rhino to II Ngwesi Group
Ranch. T anticipate over the coming five years that we will be moving more black and white rhino back into these new areas in order to
maximize the production of rhino from within Lewa.

Inevitably in life the road is not without corners and bumps and sadly one of the calves born this year was killed by a large male leopard. To
our knowledge this is the first time such an incidence has been recorded. (See accompanying story on Mawingo).

The other significant achievement over the past six months is that I Ngwesi has been selected as one of 22 finalists from 400 participants
in the Equator Awards to be given at the Earth Summit in Johannesburg at the end of August 2002. Again it is hard to conceive that such
a humble initiative and commitment by this community can lead to such a high level of international recognition, but the fact remains that
it has and if this commitment continues the sky is the limit both for the wildlife and this community.
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Mawingo’s calf Waterbuck translocation to Il Ngwesi
Mawingo, meaning ‘cloud’, is a partially blind female black rhino and came to Lewa On 3" July this year, 14 waterbuck were

from Nakuru National Park in 1989. Her damaged vision is a result of fighting when translocated from Lewa to Il Ngwesi,
young. Since her arrival at LWC she has calved three times. Due to her poor sight she | with the assistance of KWS in an effort to
has unfortunately had difficulty in rearing her young; her first calf was killed by lion, boost the population of waterbuck already
the second, Omni, was abandoned and hand-reared on Lewa, and tragically her most living around the lodge.

recent calf was killed on 17" August, exactly one month after birth, by a huge male Unfortunately, shortly after their release,
leopard. one female was killed by lion. However,
On the morning of the 16" Mawingo was reported without her calf, twenty-three the others seem to be doing well and a
security staff, along with the LWC Supercub for aerial assistance, set off immediately to | group of seven are regularly seen in the
the area where she and her calf lived. We were optimistic that the calf had been left area of the lodge. It is hoped that they
behind under a bush and that we would find it. After two sweeps of the valley with a will remain there to interact and breed
line of men just a few yards apart we did bump into three fully mature black rhino with the few that originally resided in
(which produced some fast beating hearts, but no calf). Deep in the valley below this spot.

Anna’s house, something the size of a warthog was noticed in the fork of a fig tree. On “~

closer inspection and to our dismay, there was the rhino calf. As we approached a very

dlsgruntled male leopard rushed out of the under]ymg undergrowth and told us what he

I This was a most dlsappomtmg end
to so much time and effort spent by
- Lewa security staff who had been
monitoring Mawingo prior to her
giving birth and over the following
B month. We thought that the critical
fv period of danger had passed, but we
& were wrong. The next calf that
P/ Mawingo has will be monitored for
around one week (to allow it to receive adequate colostrum for survival) and will
then have to be removed from its mother to ensure its survival. This is not
desirable, but we feel that it is the only course of action to take in this
circumstance. Richard Moller — Security and Wildlife Coordinator

Elephant-patrol
It is not only the rhino that have had a good year on Lewa — numerous

calves are to be seen amongst the herds of elephant patrolling the
conservancy. Indeed, the security staff at Manyangalo gate had a
shock in July when a large cow elephant calved in the middle of the
road, not 100 meters from their post!




Giraffe Translocation in Nakuru

National Park

The Lewa Capture team was invited to help
in a combined operation between Kenya
Wildlife Service (KWS) and Lewa aimed to
translocate 11 Rothschild’s giraffe from
Nakuru National Park to Kigio Wildlife
Conservancy (also near Nakuru). It was the
first time that we had been invited by KWS
to assist in a translocation operation and we
were very excited.

: There is a theory that Rothschild’s giraffe
are more sensitive to the darting drugs, so this was overcome through developing a new
cocktail together with Elisabeth Wambua and the rest of the KWS vets, and it proved to be
most effective.

The BBC were there filming a one hour special with Joanna Lumley, which brought the
profile of the event up in everybody’s eyes and although the afternoon rain and morning fog
did l]ttle to help filming, the Spirit and excitement was not dampened. The event was
, 3 supported both by the Born Free Foundation
as well as our long-term supporters, Tusk
Trust.
For the Lewa team it was ironic to be
involved in this translocation seeing as it
& was 30 years ago that Alec Douglas (Ian’s
grandfather) saved this sub-species through
buying those remaining from the
government and protecting them on the Soy
, ' estate in western Kenya. From Soy they
. were later moved to Nakuru National Park and Giraffe Manor in Nairobi where they
have been growing in numbers ever since. Jessica Craig

Movements of a non-lactating and lactating femal Grévy’s zebra;
June - August 2002




LWC security has not been idle for the past six months!

In brief, Lewa Security comprises 120 men. This includes: armed groups (Kenya Police Reserves), tracker dog teams, armoury guards,
radio operators, gate attendants, night watchmen, predator monitoring team, orphaned animal attendants, airstrip attendants, school
escorts and this leaves a remaining 52 people who play a very important role as General Security personnel. The General Security
personnel daily monitor all rhino within LWC and keep a close eye on all other wildlife and security-related issues. Lewa’s security is
led by John Pameri, Maparash Sadira and Michael Ntosho.

LWC’s armed teams and tracker dog teams have been involved in many follow-up operations over recent months, from our close
boundaries with neighbours to as far afield as Tsavo East National Park. Many of these operations are combined with the Kenya
Wildlife Service, the Kenya Police and the Anti-Stock Theft Unit in an effort to curb poaching, banditry, robbery and cattle rustling.

In the last six months, 19 follow-ups have involved Lewa Security, in other words nearly one per week. 90% of livestock theft has been
returned to the owners, 27 poachers dogs have been destroyed, one AK 47 and one G3 automatic rifle has been recovered, seven men
arrested, several hours flown in LWC light aircraft patrolling and surveillance and all of this is outside of LWC’s boundary.

We shall continue to work very closely with relevant authorities in protecting the people and wildlife both within LWC and surrounding
areas. On behalf of Lewa, I would like to thank all the organisations and people that have assisted financially to enable our Security
operations to continue with the success they have shown.

Richard Moller — Security and Wildlife Coordinator
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Dr. R. Poits of the Smithsonian Institute and National Museums of Kenya

Omni’s news

Omni’s move to Il Ngwesi has been a real success. He did begin to roam too far and began to give
his attendants some strife when they tried to herd him back into his high fenced boma (enclosure) at
night. You may ask — why does he need to be enclosed? Well with an increasing and hungry
population of lion at Il Ngwesi, Omni is on their menu, and is still not quite big enough to fend
them off. He is now in a wired off area of about 10 acres and is lured into the boma at nightfall with
some assorted bitings and water. Omni is full of beans and growing fast. We need to grow with him
and provide a female black rhino sooner than later. He is a real asset to Il Ngwesi and we hope and
plan to have more rhino here before long.

Richard Moller — Security and Wildlife Coordinator

Rewarding 20 minute security flight over Il Ngwesi

An early morning flight in early August produced some very rewarding sights from a wildlife point
of view for the Il Ngwesi/Lekuruki area. In fact in just 20 minutes, 12 different types of animals
were seen, including: lion chasing three warthog, leopard, jackal, greater kudu, eland, klipspringer, : .
waterbuck, baboons, impala, dikdik and giraffe. Although the most common of the larger animals to this area were not seen, there was
plenty of evidence in the luggas of elephant.

The Big Five can definitely be seen in this area with the presence of Omni the Black Rhino now at Il Ngwesi. Happy game viewing!
Richard Moller — Security and Wildlife Coordinator
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Renovations at the Lewa Safari Camp and Wilderness Trails

Lewa Safari Camp

New deluxe safari tents are the order of the day!!! The first is
complete and a great success with all the guests. Offering a
large spacious verandah, panoramic

view from your bed, and a stone

bathroom made from local materials.

During the off-season in November

another three will replace some of the

existing tents.

Sean and Judy-Ann Hartley

Wilderness Trails

‘So romantic’! “Very comfortable and beautiful and the wind in the
thatch at night sounds just like the ocean and lulls you to sleep’
These are a few comments about our three new cottages, the most
recent of which opened this past safari season. With such positive
reviews we plan to go =

ahead with replacing one

of our original cottages

with a new double room.

Will and Emma Craig




Community news

The Lewa community development programme has continued with its efforts to encourage local communities to take responsibility for
managing and conserving their wildlife through community conservation schemes. With the aim of building partnerships with LWC’s
neighbours and, particularly, the communities living in the wildlife dispersal areas, the programme has initiated community
conservation projects in the north. The map below illustrates the areas involved in conservation in the region.

Areas involved in Wildlife Conservation in Northern Kenya
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T+ Lekuruki community The Rugusu community on the
couservation lodge, Tassia, built on
the Il Ngwesi model, was developed
to enable the community to benefit
from wildlife through tourism and
at the same time open up the
migration corridor and ensure
greater safety for wildlife on its way
to the north. The project acquired
communication equipment through
GEF funding in June 2002. This
new link in the region’s
communication network has
significantly improved the general
security for animals and people.

freshwater spring. This water source is
lifeline for the people of Rugusu and other
communities further downstream. In recent
years pressure on the eye of the spring has
resulted in degradation of the head water and
put the source at risk.

To protect this vital source of life, LWC in
partnership with the community has
constructed a water pressure pump to provide
safe water for livestock and people. This has
been generously supported by Lewa UK.

James Munyugi
Community Development Officer

- Sera Project
The Sera area, locally known as ‘Kisima
Hamsini’ (meaning 50 wells), is located far to
the north east of Lewa. Due to prolonged
insecurity as a result of cattle rustling and
poaching by ‘shifta’ (bandits), there is no
permanent settlement in the area although it is
still used for dry season grazing. Because there
are few people in Sera, small pockets of wildlife
still persist around the permanent water sources
in this arid habitat, most notably resident buffalo
and migratory elephant herds. However, with a
continued presence of shifia in the area,
poaching remains a very real threat to the
remaining wildlife. The location, low human
population levels and the interest of surrounding
communities to benefit from their wildlife as
they have seen at Namunyak and Il Ngwesi make
this area a priority for community conservation.
The first aim of the Sera project is to enhance
security for the wildlife and the people in the
area and to create awareness of the potential of
the area to the communities.
LWC is working in conjunction with Flora and
Fauna International and the KWS to assist the
communities involved to initiate this project.

Kalama Conservation Project
The Girgir group ranch is between Samburu
National Reserve and Namunyak and is therefore
a critical area for wildlife dispersal in the
Samburu eco-system. Through technical
assistance from the group ranch the Kalama
Conservation project has now been established,
and is now operational with management setup
and security network.




