THE GORDON MANUSCRIPTS AND ATLAS

&’!‘! June 1964, after having been lost for over 150
years, the journals and papers of Colonel Robert

Jacob Gordon were rediscovered in the county archives of
Staffordshire, England. Tow they arrived there is a fas-
cinating, though poignant, story:

Building and expanding on earlier research by writers
such as Forbes and Barnard, the Dutch scholar L C. Rook-
maaker has added substantially o our knowledge of the
history of the Gordon Collection {meaning the drawings
and maps, as well as the manuscripts) through his un-
covering of Mrs Gordon's correspondence with one John
Pinkerton, These papers which, as Rookmaaker modestly
puts it, had been ‘overlooked’ until now,! have provided
the crucial key to understanding how documents of such
significance in their day could have failed o find recogni-
tien for 5o long,

The following pages rrace first the historical progress
of the complete collection, and thevealter the separate
histories of the Atlas (meaning the drawings, maps and
charts) and the manuscripes.

In 1797 Gordon's widow sailed from the Cape o Eng-
land on her way back to her native Switzerland. In Lon-
don she was delayed by customs lormalisies and enliseed
the help of a certain Caprain Philip Gidley King (later,
governor of New South Wales) whom she had known ar
the Cape? King, in wen, wrote two leters to Sir Joseph
Banks, president of the Roval Sociery, asking for further
assistance. They are both dared 27 May 1707 2nd contain
=ome interesting information:

The number of the charts is Ninety Five, & upaards of oo Draw-
ings of Matural History, & Views in Caffraria & other parts of
Africa. Itis Mrs Gordon's wish to withdraw these two boxes from
the Custom house o her Lodging: her words ate these — The
Charts, Manuscripts & Drawings ars arranged in some measure
by the deceased For publication, He had during his life been
soliciied on the part of the Emperor & Stadtholder, as well as
many other men of Science, to publish them during his Life, this
he declined, & has lelt chem for the advantage of his fBamily. -
Had circumstances allowed of her presenting them 1 the Scads-
halder in Hollard, that was her intention, but as she observes,
the Cape now being in the possession of the Englizh, & a= the
chars convey the greatest information, which as she says are by
no means known, she has thooght it her duty 10 admir them o
your inspection; and will be extremely thankful, if it is not
imtruding 100 much on your goodness, to procure her an order
for their delivery from the Custom house .

In the second lemer further inmguing details emerge
There is, King writes,

a manusceipt wrote in Dusch. There are also a few bundles of
farnily papers. The second box contains a very [ull & Large
Beok, inwhich are arranged upwards of oo drawings ol Mameal
History, appropriated o the Chares and Views. The Chares and
Matural History Mis Gordon inlorms me were all destgned by
ker cown hushand, who drew every outline, and had them
hnished ender his own eye.

It seems certain that the collection remained in England
when Mrs Gordon returned to Switzerland. From a third
letter written by King o 5ir Joseph Banks, dated 7 October
1707, it Is clear thar guardianship of the collection had
passed o Captain Edward Riow, a notble sea caprain,
wha had met Gordon ar the Cape in 178g-go.? In this let-
ter reference is made o a meeting with the secretary of
the Treasury, George Rose, who represented the British
Government in the maner of the proposed purchase of
the collection, The Eerer states that after much conversa-
tion [with George Rose], the result was that Riou was o
write 10 Mrs G as [rom himself, and o ask her what she
valued the Charts &zc. at, and thar if the sum was anyways
reasomahle. Government would make the purchase’

It appears thay nothing came of this potential wansac.
tion, and when Elou died in 1801 [t seems that the collec-
tion went back w Mrs Gordon

The next mention of the collection comes im a lemer
from Mrs Gordon 1o the John Pinkerton mentioned ear-
lier. Pinkerton was horn in Edinbuegh in 1758 and was
well known as a writer, editor and bellerrise of the period
His most celebrated work was probably the ‘eccentric bur
very clever’ Letlers on Literature, published under the
pseudonym of Robert Heron. This earned the praise of
Horace Walpale, but it is worth recording that Edward
Gibbon and Bishep Percy also thought highly of Pinker-
ton, Nevertheless, he appears to have been the archerypl.
cal eighteenth-century hack, putting cut book after book
on subjects s diverse as ancient Scottish poerry (some of
which he compaosed himsell), medals, rocks and, in par-
ticular, a compilation in sevenieen volumes known as the
General Collection of Voyages and Travels (1807 o 1814)
This interest in travel may explain why he wrote 1o Mrs
Gordon on 25 May 1801.* We do not have a copy of his ler-
ter but we know of its existence from Mrs Gordon's reply
e Pimkerton en 1 June 1803 From her leter, translaced
here fram the French sometime before 1810 and con.
tained in the book The Literary Corvespondence of John
Pinkerton Esq., one can infer that Pinkerton had shown
interest in the publicarion of the Gordon Collection. I is
an interesting document, calling for comment = and for
more than one reason, Here it is in full:
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THE GORDON MANUSCRIFTS AND ATLAS

MRS GORDON TO MR, PINKERTORN,
Province of Leman, at Sarras in Switzerland,
Jume g, 1803

Your letter of the 25th May claims my confidence, which [ am
s1ill more willing to give to a gentleman whio is a native of Scot-
larvd: it wais 10 that country that my late hoshand belonged, and
0o thee last hour of his life he always cherished feelings of warm
antachment towands it, | may sill further add that our best
fricnds are in England, and that | have abways entemained a
hope that | might eventually have 1o treas with an Englishman
for a worlk which is deserving the atention and support of
the nation

My hushand, Colonel Gordon, was n man who was generally
known, and had an extensive correspondence with liverary men
i all counmmes: | am aware that appearances are againsg shar |
have the honoer tostaie 1o voa, bt the fact isell s unguestion-
able; and if | should ever have the good fomune o make your
personal acquainiance, [ will explain wo oo the clrcumstances
thiat lesve caused me to adopt my present line of conduct.

IF werw will give voursell che trouble again to read my prospec-
tus, you will see that the journals are writen (v Danch; and s
iy oplnion thar they would not i1l more than a single quarts
volume, The bulk, | om aware, promises much more, but 1 ks
swelled by numerous maps and the explasation ol them. as well
a3 by a grear variewy of drawings, some of them representing
the interior of the country, others of planes and animals of all
kimds. Mo staternent which | could make would enable you o
forem an kdea of the esoent of the Labot: o judge of it adequately,
you must 36 i with your own eyes. | should be delighted o
have the honor of becetving vou in Saiizetland; bu, il it should
sl yiou hetter o look over my collections at Paris, | would
willingly make the journey, and bring with me all my papers,
provided you leel there s 4 ressonable expectation of our
coming to terms. [n this impertant respect 1 am willing to place
the most entite confidence in your character, Should your
anewer be fvourable, | miy arrive at Paris helare the end of the

p:nryrnl monih ® ¥

Mrs Gordon's letter does more than merely respond 1o
Pinkeron's enquiry. It also confirms much of whar we
know abaout her hushand's ambiguous lovalties. She al-
firms in the first paragraph that he 'belonged' 1o Scotland
and she emphasizes that 'our best friends are in England'
Of course, this is by way of flattering Pinkerton, since we
can be sure that she was still eager to see the collection
published But the second paragraph is also interesting,
Dwoes it allude to the disgrace of Gordon's suicide, or is it
metely to assure Pinkerton that the collection is impaor-
tant and well known? Either or both interpremations could
be placed on this passage.

It is clear from the concluding paragraph that Mrs Gor-
don had some kind of ‘prospectus’ in circularion which,
presumably, Pinkerton had read. This could indicate that
some editing had been done on the collection though, if
this is so, it is not evident from the present state of the
manuscripts.

It seems likely that Pinkerton and Mrs Gordon did meet
in Paris — on 28 August 1Bes Certdinly, according to the

iz

editor of The Literary Correspondence of John Pinkerton
Esg., Pinkerton “was zealous in his endeavours 1o serve
Mrs Gordon’. On 20 April 1804, writing from a Paris
address, Pinkerton drafted a letter to an unspecified Eng-
lish publisher, giving details of the collection consistent
with those given above. It is also stated, by this same edi-
tor, that several leading English publishers had declined
to take the collection becanse “Mr Barrow’s excellent work
on the same subject had just made its appearance so that
Colonel Gordon's was in a great degree superseded: and
it was feared the publication would be of too expensive a
nature to afford much chance of remuneration: nor were
the times favourable for large speculations’®

However, Pinkerton's dralt also hints at a ‘French book-
seller’ involved in a ‘translation’ But this arrangement
can, it seems, be dropped, for as the leter concludes:

v I case you purchase the work, vou may arrange matters with
her for the French ranslation. In all respecis she is a religions
and most respectable charscter, and too wealthy te stoop to any
dupdicity: o you may rest assured tha U vou purchase thiswark
s otheredition will be thought of, and even the French trunsla-
o Lelt o your discretion.

I :uppﬂi.é Lhoo for OfE, OF L1 200 [or twa 'I.'\iJII.I.I'I.'IE!. wm.r]d
be o fair price. Less than E600 for one would not be accepied, as
the boolksellers here offer a :nrru:.l:rnhr]:nu \'aEu:. ;u'u:i with
less erouble

L buu YOUr ANSWET 15 SCH 4% pr.m:lHl:."

The next letter from Mrs Gordon on 27 April 1804 says
nothing ofa possible English publisher but refers directly
to a French bookseller’ = presumably the ane cited in the
draft lerrer The import is that negotiarions are at a fairly
advanced suage.

Mrs Gordon stans the lerer by declaring her great
diffidence ‘in speaking of matters outside my sphere’?
She emphasizes her confidence in Pinkeron, explicitly
granting him ‘carte blanche’. However, she then proceeds
o make dealled objections to the terms that, presum-
ahly. he has submitted lor her approval,

Firstly, the hookseller” wanis v print 1o many copies
ool the boak: ‘three thowsand In octava, and thiree hundred
in gquartey. She fears it will ke oo much time to sell all
these copies 'so that it will be long before we can look for
a second edivon’. Secondly, she objects to the deferred
terms of payment the bookseller wams, as well as the
smiall sums inwg which it is intended o divide’ the pay-
ments, Shrewdly, she states that she canmol see how
‘money coming in such a manner should be laid out 1o
advantage’, She is also fearful thar Pinkeron may have left
Paris when the time comes for a new edition, thus depriv-
ing her of anyone to look o my interest, and to See that
the bookseller does whar he ought'. Bur that is not all: she
does not want twenty free coples of the book, only ten in
guartn, so that the amount of the rest should be added
the first payment. And why, she demands, will she only
receive ‘an allowance’ for a translation into English? She
feels she should ‘claim the same privilege . . . in German
orany other language’ She then adds: 'Tam persuaded vou



will see (v appear very soon in German: for I know thar
many inguities have been made afer it beyond the Rhine,
and particularly ar Berlin” Her final quibble on this mat-
ter is the ditficulty of selling ‘the manuscripr and draw-
ings’. They will have lost their value once publication has
taken place, since every one will be able o ‘savisfy their
curiosity a1 a amall cost’ simply by reading the boole

There Is aot much thar Mrs Gordon has overlooked.
Indeed, she seems quite convinced that the transaction
will go ahead, notwithstanding her ohjections. There isa
sad irony in her confidence when she speaks of her
delight that Pinkerton has arranged to have the book
published in Paris: * . for you will have the appormunity
of superintending every thing personally’. As we shall see
later, the agreement was not concluded due, possibly, o
her inflexibility at this point.

Two more maters conclude the lemer The hrst cone
cerns the portrait of her hushand, which she is sending 1o
have copied in Parls because she cannot find a painter 1o
do this in Switzerland, Her anxiety is almost absessive,
movingly so

But, my dear Sir, | cannot trust to you chis, my greatest treasure
in the world, without intreating yeu to take care that it comes to
o harm in your possession, and withowt earnessly begging that
viou will mever allow it to go out of your howse, and will cavse the
artist whom you employ to work wpon it in your presence. You
will receiwe it by the Geneva diligence; and as soon as you do so,
1 hope vou will favor me with the news of its safe arrival. No
pains have been spared on my part to pack it carefully When
copied, 1 will beg the favor of vou to replace it in the box in
which it travels to Paris, and to allow it to remain wnder your
reod 0l | meer with some friend who will bring it back with him
to Swiczerland

The last matier of any impoance in the lemer concerns
the fact that “There is now at Faris a German gentleman,
Mr Frederick Schlegel, eminently versed in the literature
of that country, to which he devotes his time, who would
probably be glad o be emploved in ranslating the work
into Gserman’

Mrs Gordon was evidently well informed, This ‘German
gentleman” was undoubtedly Friederich von Schlegel
[1772-1829), the eminent writer and critic, 'the originator
of many of the philasophical ideas that inspired the early
German Romantic movement’. He was in Parls ac this
rime, studying Sanskeit for his work on comparative Indo-
Germanic linguisties, The fact that he never did make this
rranslation must be added o the listof misformunes which
have steadily dogged the Gordon Collection ®

It appears, amyway, that this whole ransaction came
to nought, though how and why this happened is not
om record

The next move in the saga of the collection is provided
by the editor of The Literary Correspondence of fohn
Pinkerton Fsqg.:

At the close ol 1By, the manuscripes were offered 1o the French
Governenent, with whom Madame Gorden endemvoured o

THE GORDON MANUSCREIPTS AND ATLAS

stipulate that one of her sons, then an ensign in the aomy,
should be made a liestenant-colomel, and the odleer, who was
serving in the navy as a lizutenan, should be promoted o the
rank of pest-captain, But Bonapanes officers were not so
formed. Denon ook a kind ineresy in the affalr: there bs a leter
of his, stating that he had recommended the purchase w (e
emperor, but withowut suceess: and that he advised Mr. Finker-
ton to lay them belore the minister of war, o the papers of
whose office, in the geegraphical deparment, they would form
an important accession, M

Mo one can faule John Pinkerton for his assiduity, or,
indeed, his ingenuity in trying to help Mrs Gordon. The
fact that ke could enlist the aid of Denon, Napoleon's art
advisor and director-general of museums, also indicates
horw Enflueneial he was. There is evidence oo that she
appreciated his zeal. On 26 March 1803 she signed a
document giving him a power of attorney to

negotiate with London booksellers for the |:|u|'.'||.i|‘.:LI|:|n a-fpur-
neys made in Africa by her husband Colonel Gordon . and o0
sell, for the highest price he could obtain, the maps, drawings
and papers of which she has a catalogue received from his hand

and which she shall keep for him according e the agreement
exccuted in Paris on 28 August 18031

The last leteer from Mrs Gordon contained in The Literary
Correspondence of John Pinkerton Esq. is dared 19 April
1806, She begins by regreming the fact thar Pinkeron had
‘not even yet been able w do anything with the papers;
and it grieves me that | did not conelude the reaty which
you had set on foot with the Parisian bookseller before
vau left that city’

Responding w0 a suggestion, apparently made by
Pinkerton, that she wait another yvear, her tone becomes
more than a little brusgue:

The booksellers, you 21 me, alresdy throw cold water wpon
my work; and surely | cannet with any reason expect that the
allowang of it to add twelve months o its age will obeain it any
accession of favor in their eyes It were indeed strange if either
with them or the public it acquired a value then which it has
nae niow 1 therefore intreat you, my dear Sir, 1o use your
UIETTOAL ETid e gvoaLrs i bring these matters o0 a concludon as
speedily as possible.

Evidently, Finkerton had also suggested the possibility of
putting the ‘papers’ up to auction. She umes, how-
ever, that this would not ake place until the work was
published ‘when their value would be materally
increased’ This contradicts her opinion, mentioned ear-
lier, that their value would be diminished if they were
published firse. Bur she now makes an interesting state-
ment which is also somewhat baffling: ‘1 have still to learn
from you what progress is made in the printing, or even if
iris yet begun; and this is a point on which [ am very anx-
ious io be informed.'

We have, of course, no means of knowing to what this
mention of printing refers. However, it is likely that at this
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THE GORDON MANUSCRIFTS AND ATLAS

point there was a plan to print some part of the collection,
probably the travel journals. How this would tie in with
the presumahty different subject of “publication” is a fur-
ther matter on which we can only speculate today. Another
possibility is that the ‘printing’ was to form part of Finker-
ton's General Collection of Voyages and Travels which he
was busy with at the time, the first volumes of which
began to appear in 1807.

Concluding her letter, Mrs Gordon returns to the sub-
ject of auctioning the papers:

[ feel, indeed, an almos unconguerable repugnance vo tee idea
of bringing these valusble memorials of my hushand's labors
and abilitkes 1o auction; bat [ will, nevertheless, not withhold
my consent, il vou fimd that nothing better can be done | . . we
shall thus, ag least, sectle thee matter speedily, which will neces
sarily be to the advantage of us both. Indeed, there is nothing [
so much deprecate a5 delay. 2

This leter inspired Pinkerton o once again approach the
Brirish government by responding to a lenter from Wil-
liam ("Weathercock’ Windham, who was ar the time
secretary of state for war and the colonies." In this capac-

1 Homaoglossum wasoniuem

ity he was responsible for the Cape, which the British had
just reoccupied. It is clear, though, thar it was Pinkerton
who had initiated the correspondence with a Tinle
memoir’ which he refers o in his letter. (This is possibly
the ‘prospecmus’ mentioned earlier by Mrs Gordon )
Pinkerton's lemer, in full, follows:

Clements Inn, no 7, May 14, 1806 Sir — [was doly honoured
with your letter of the 27th March with regard to the papers,
emaps, and dravwings of Colonel Gordon, formerly commandant
of the Cape of Good Hope, in which you are so good as 1o say
you shall at a future opportunity take the opinion of competent
juskges how far they might be peoper abjects to be purchased at
the mational expense. | am well aware, with the public at lamge,
ol the multitude of your avocations, and kave not therefore
wished 1o press the matter; but having just recelved an carnest
letier froam Mrs Grordon in Switzerland accusing me of unneces-
sary delay, | hope you will pardon mie mking this liberty 1 have
myself some skill in geography, and if 1 had not thought these
papess of great importance to this commerncial country, and the
interest of its orenm] colonzes, [ should not have taken charge
of them. | suppose that Mr Faden or Mr Arrowsmith the
geographers would readily inspect them, and give a juss and
candid report. | have no doubs thas the acquisition would be of
Lasting advantage. and be esteemed honorable t an enlight-
epned administration who should order it to be made Butz omchis
subject | mst refer o the little memoir which | had the hanour
to send you and remain with the greatest respect &c, signed
Johbn Pinkerton, 14

But despite this plea, nnlh:ng came of this eloquent at-
rernpt to sell the collection. No more leters from Mrs
Gordon are preserved in The Literary Correspondence of
Jirhn Pinkerton Esq.; however, the eventual sale Is record-
ed, some four yvears later, In the same work. Im a letter
from the Marchioness of Stafford, dated 30 March 1810,
we read:

I beg 1o express my thanks o you for the offer of the Gordon col-
lection of drawings, & &rc. Though 1 do not particularly col-
lect deawings of that kind, yer the modemte sum you mention,
of one hundred guineas, induces me to avail mysell of this, pro-
vided vou conrinue disposed to part with it; and 1shall be glad
if Yo will have the g,mdntq 1oy direct Mr Christie 1o let it
e seni here; a= 1 zhall be 3|ad ey Losnke ae i, and will willing_ly
give that mnnr:,.'"

The marchioness was Elizabeth Leveson Gower, wile of
the 2nd Marguis of Stafford. It is said thar around the year
1807 the marquis, 2 leviathan of wealth', began o devote
himsell o the parronage of ar, pmhal:l]}' under the
imffuence of his wife, herself an armist in water colowrs of
considerable skill’. She was also ‘Countess of Sutherland
in her own right and proprietress of the greatest part of
Sutherland’, In 1833 her hushand was “raised o the Duke-
dom . . . and selected the title Duke of Sutherland’ 6

It i=. I believe, reasomable to assume that what the mar-
chioness bought was the entire Gordon Collection: the
manuscripts as well as the ‘drawings, &c &c.' There is,
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however, no record that anvone ook an interest in either
the maps and drawings or the papers during the next one
hundred years, Perhaps that §s an exaggeration, Someone
did write in one of the bound volumes of bind drawings
the following observation; ‘A collection made by Colonel
Gordon of Scotch family setled ar the Cape & highly
esteemed by the Dutch Government. [t was intended to be
sold at a public auction but was bought by the Marquis of
Stafford about 1Hoa T A% we now know, the information
is wrong in at least two réspects, $o it can be assumed that
it was added some time after the collection was bought,
when the actual dates and Facts were not accorately known,

It was only in 113 when the library of Stafford House
was put up for auction, that the collection re-emerged.
The Sothebv's catalogue iur.l]'ll: sale on 30 October 1913
reads: ‘|Lot] Nr. 445 A collection of 387 very clear original
coloured drawings of the Quadrupeds . . . mounted and
bound, in 4 vol. half red morocca™ From the number
and description given here, it is evident that the maps,
charts and landscape drawings were not included in the
sale. The London booksellers, Maggs Bros, were the
buyers, paving £8g0 for the four volumes. However, they
st have been told of the missing items because when
the collection was put up for sale in 1914, there were six
not four volumes, the additional vwo being the maps and
orhier drawings

The price, for what was then known as the Gordon
Alas, was L1 250 and was paid by a Ditch bookseller,
Martinus Nijhof of The Hague. Subsequently, the Durch
Government and a group of citzens, under the chalrman.
ship of Professor Godée Molshergen, took over the pur-
chase and presented the collection o the print section of
the Rijks Museum, whiere it rests today, duly honoured
and preserved. ™

The Gordon papers (the manuscripts of his ravel jour-
nals, correspondence and related material) were not even
mentioned as being part of the Stafford House library

1 Probally L'.-Ipu,- dwarf chomeleons |,'"I'.1|:|'!-'F|ﬂl.‘lli.'ll'l |1urn:||||.m_l

[hit such papers had once existed seems wo have been
forgotten, However, it may be thar when the sale of the
library took place, some home had 1o ke found for them,
Whether they were lent 1o the county archives in Stafford
it this time is not known, but that is where the papers
were discovered in 1964 by the chief archivist, Pretoria,
Dr A Kieser, who wais b Britain on s busman's holiday',
While visiting the Stafford Archives, as a ‘purely rourine
enquiry, Dr Kieser asked whether there were any old
Dutch manuseripts in the archives. “Yes," said the Stafford
archivist, “there are, biit they have never been transkaed
as no one here knows High Dutch,” To Dr Kleser's amaze-
ment he wis handed Bobert Gordon's original journals —
written during his teavels into the interior . ™

In April 1g7g, under the title Yaluable aurographs and
manuscripts, the property of the Duchess of Sutherland’s
settlements’, the papers were put on sile by Christies of
London. They were bought by Mr H.F Oppenheimer for
his Brenthurst Library in Johanneshurg and that is where
they are now lodged

In conclusion, one can only speculate how our percep-
tion af southern Alrica in the elghteenth century would hane
been affected hid Gordom's journals been published in
Paris during 180g-5. Indeed, it s not just a view of hisiory
that i in question, Gordon's observarions ol the interior
tribes, the fauna and flora, the ropography of the country,
as well as his chans and maps, would all have had far-
reaching effects on the ideas and knowledge of succeed.
ing generations. Gordon's name would have stood ar the
front of all the rravellers and writers of the period, be-
cause his journeys were, undoubtedly, the most remark-
able and well documenred of the ime. There is one final
frony: had Friederich von Schlegel then brought our a
German edition, Gordon's accomplishments would have
been spread even more widely and even more decisively
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. THE TRANSLATION OF GORDON'S PAPERS

@ﬁ%wrwmed in this biography are translations
which | have made rom Gordon's Towr eravel jour-

nals and other miscellaneous papers. Apart from a pho-
tecopy of the journals, which was lent to me, [ also con-
sulted photocopies of the Gordon papers in the Pretoria
and Cape Archives, [naddition, | was given access to the
original manuscripts in the Brenthurst Library, Johannes-
burg, which enabled me to decipher some passages that
were [aint or illegible in the copies.

Whenever | have necded to quote from Gordon's origi-
nal Dutch, French or English, | have aimed to transcribe
his words exactly. however eccentric the spelling, how-
ever haphazard the punctuation. Indeed, his style is
steadfastly erratic. He seldom bothered to use capital
lecters, either at the start of a sentence or for place or
personal names. Indeed, often the spelling of a name, let
alone an ordinary word, will differwhen used twice in the
same sentence. My transcriptions endeavour to repro-
duce these variants exactly

Concerning the translations in general, however, 1 have
felt thar some uniformity would be desirable. since 1
would not be quoting the original text. Thus, in order to
have z reference that was, to some extent, constant for
place names, [ have generally adopted the spelling used in
Gordomn's ‘great map (Map 3 of the Gordon Arlas in the
Eljks Museum}.

The names of people have presented a separate prob-
lem, In maose instanggs the frst version given by Gordon
has been wsed, but where 2 name recurs frequently the
commonest version has been adopted. Complete unifor-
miry, however, is almost impossible, so 1 beg the reader’s
indulgence in this marter, pleading, ar the very leasr, thar
some Havour of the original is retained when variane
spellings occur,

Mevertheless, though Gordons handwrining was not
neat or handsome, though he wrote all over the margins
and jumped pages in continuing @ sentence, it 15 ason-
tshing how linle of what he wrote is illegible His hand-
writing remained as clear. decisive and vigorous as the
an himselb

A vexing issue in translating a work of this nature is the
question of anachronisms. Words like veld, ouspan, inspan,
viel or krantz were not in use in English at the time Gor-
don wrote. On the whole, therefore 1 have ried o follow
the terms used by Paterson, Gordon's contemporary, in
translating words such as these. Consistency here is again
difficult since cach journal varies, if only slightly, in style
and approach. The aim to ensure consistency was there,
however Inturns of phrase | have tried to use locutions that
are neither aggressively modern nor whimsically archaic,

]

[t will be noted tha in the ranslations the word ‘Caftler’
is used instead of ‘Kafhr', To have abandoned this word
entirely would have been historically inacourate, Today,
however, the term “Kafhir' is offensive It seemed, there-
fore, o happy compromise o use the spelling Gordon
himsell used in the Durch, e Caffer, thus preserving the
historical nomenclature but creating a distance from the
modern form of the word, Similarly, in translating ‘wil-
den’ it may seem more correct 1o use the word ‘savages’
rather than my choice of "wild peeple, but since ‘wilden’
is almost always applied to the “Bushmen’, and because
Cordon manifestly had a real sympathy for these people,
[have chosen to use the latter term, keeping in this way an
ervmological link between the Dutch and English.

Again, the decision to use ‘Bushmen’ and ‘Hottentot',
with or without inverted commas, was also a difficult one.
My reason for retaining these terms was that, in the frst
place, they were the words Gordon used in Dutch, ie
‘Bosjesmans’ and ‘Hottentotten’, and secondly, having
reviewed the current controversy surrounding the words
San and Khoi, it seemed better to keep the historical link
with Gordon's terms than o use the words most com-
monly emploved today. Indeed. Gordon was well aware of
whart these people called themselves. In a draft lewer of
177q, addressed to his friend and mentor in the Nether-
lands, the Greffier Hendrik Fagel, Gordon wrote: . . . as
far as | know Hottentors call themsebves Quoi Quenna.
However, in dialect . . . some say Queina or Eina for
Quenna, Literally, this means person people; Queuna
being the plural of Quaoi-person.’ A few lines later he cires
the word "Saaneing’ for 'Bushmen’!

Perhaps the last word on this subject of nomenclarure
should be lelt o0 ML Wilson of the South African
Museum. Concluding a menchant and comprehensive
article, he writes;

the choice of wems such as "Hotentot or ‘Bhaikhol' or
‘Bushman’ or San’ should be dictaved by the comext or indi-
vidual preference. To those who see derogatory, racist or sexis
conmsdations in the use of any of the names (although “San
definitely does seem to be derogatory], the woeds of the motto
of the British Order ol the Garerapgly: Hond soit qui mal y pense,
shamed be he who evil thinks.?

Gordon's own manner of expression in the journals is
rough, even clumsy in places, and often monotonous
with its meteorological and camographical repetitions.
No attempt has been made to render the style more ele-
gant. The journals, in particular, were kept for informa-
tion and primarily must be seen and read as such. {One



can imagine, lor example, Gordon turning 1o them when
he advised Le Vaillant how 1w proceed with his travels.)
However, they would have emerged in a very different
form had Gordon gone on ro write a book from them —
which was almost certainly his intention, Indeed, several
of Gordon's contempaoraries refer 1o the fact that he
intended ‘to give to the world, from his own hand, a his-
tory of his travels’, In particular, it is sadly ironic to read
the words of the Dutch naval officer, Rear-Admiral
Stavorinus, who had met Gordon in 1778:

It i= o ke hoped thar the death of colopel Gordon will nog de-
prive the workd of the invaluable resulis of his researches; and
that, in whatever hands his papers may be, they will not be con-
signed 1o oblivion, or withheld from the public, who miglt
Justly form great expectations from his long residence at the
Cape, his frequent journbes up the country, and s well-known
zeal for the promotion of knowledge ?
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Finally, in considering the nature of the texts, and there-

fore the nature of the translations, it must be remembered

that Gordon was writing his journals in the veld, under
harsh conditions and whenever the occasion presented

itsell — which most probably was at night with poor illu-
mination. This alone — the physical act of writing — was
a remarkable fear considering the distances he covered,
the peaple and places he had to see, the often strenuous
demands of mapping, as well as the need to hunt game for
food and to reconnoitre a path for the wagon. He was, of
course, aided in these wasks by his servants and compan-
ions. Nevertheless, it is clear from the narmative that he
never shirked these duties and responsibilities. His prag-
matic zeal. his daily regimen of writing in the field and his
dedication to accuracy can only be admired by posterity.

4. One of the six motebooks in which Condon
recovded iy remarkable travels.
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CHAPTER FOUR

THE THIRD JOURNEY:
AN AMBITIOUS PLAN THWARTED

(AUGUST 1778 -JANUARY 1779)

ndiny o ts Dolous

sres; B Piohing's Bincom

atecment witd te Wdosa; Gorden fadh il te Hsteoiee Hialiied® himoceios

litele less than six months after the comple-

tion of his second journey, Gordon again set

out for the Eastern Cape — this dme vravel-

ling in the company of the governos, Joachim
vt Plettenberg, But befire rurming 1o the record of this jour-
ney, it is worth noting an event that took place during the
brief interval between the two expeditions,

Ineither March or April 1778 Gordon met the Diirch réar-
admiiral | 5 Stavorinis and told him of his discovery ofthe
Orange River.! Many of the detalls recorded by Stavorinus
ol this conversation with Gordon correspond clesely o the
journal of the second journey, so i is likely thar Gordon
either showed him the journal or read from bt while the rear-
admiral took notes, This may not appear 1o be particularly
remarkable or worthy of note, but the lact that the record
of this meeting was only published twenty years Tater, is;
for it is possible that Gordon old very Tew people of his
discovery. We know that he 1old Baterson because his friend
was also to record the discovery in his Narrative of 1790,
twelve vears after the event. Further consideration of this
matter will be given larer

Gordon started his next jowrney on 28 August 1778, For
somie reason he went o sty once more at Vergelegen, In
the manuscript the first page records the ritle, the dates of
the journey, the usual deails of weather and temperature,
and the bare Fact that he arrived st the farm in the dark. On
the next page, however, crammed in above the following
entry, is the curious fxct that his servant could not rouse
him and that he eventually woke a1t one o'clock. He also says
he went to sleep at four in the morning. Does this mean
that his hast, [e Waal, entertained him rather well? Ty would
be nice to think that this was so, thus relieving the piciure
of the almost unmitgared austerity displayed by Gordon
in thiz and all the following jowrnals.?

Presumably he spent the next ten days or so ar Vergele-
igen, bur there are no entries in the journal for this period.
Vin Plettenberg and his retinue left Cape Town on 1 Sep-
tember 1778, and we know that Gordon only joined the
party on 6 Seprember as it travelled through the Hex River

Mountains. We owe this information o the account of
Van Plettenberg's journey which was kept by Olol God-
lieh de Wet, a Company official.? Gordon's journal only
resumes on 18 Seprember when the party had reached the
Traka River, about eighty kilometres east of present-day
Prince Albert

On the whaole, this journal is rerser and more [actual
thin the previous one It abounds in compass bearings
and derails of rivers and mountalng, essential informa-
tion for map-making, Perhaps the presence of the gaver-
nor acted as some kind of restraint on Gordan, There is
a further gap from 22-27 Seprember in the opening pages
of the journal, Again, this hiatus is unusseal in Gordon's
journal-keeping, Generally each day is meticulously re-
corded. He had, of course, passed this way on his previous
journey, but he gives no indication why he took up his
narrative once more when the pary lelt the Lrm De
Vrede, some mwenty kilometres west of where Graafl-
Reinet stands today It will be recalled thar it was from
here that Gordon had set fonth 1o ‘'make peace’ with the
‘Bushmen’ the previons November, and be is clear that the
governor's party now followed very much the same path
north that he had aken then.

To give something of the Havour of this third journey, ar
least im its earlier parts, here is the entice entry for che day
30 September 1778, (The ‘last farm' referred 1o in this
extract is in the ‘Kraane Valey' where Gordon had been on
15 November the previous year. It lies fony-odd kilo-
metres west of Middelberg in the vicinity of the place now
known as The Willows )

Last night standing water was frazen inte ¥ inch of ice, and it
was white nrr:,.wh:remrh a |:1r.ar|-||r:|r.'|r:d asoutherlywind which
hlewr hn;]r_'l:.l: Drherwize it woald have frozen harder heee 1t lﬂ'.'F.ﬂ
b get coldest in the morning, abaait twa howrs beflore daybreak.
Halfan hour before dawn the thermometer stood at 30 deg, and
at sunrise at 32 deg Left ar half past six. We have got s Chinese
or Bushman called Carel who used 1o live ae a cerain Van der
Walr's Heis meant to sccompany me into the interior. The Gov-
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Map 3 Gordon’s third journey. & the Zeckoet River with Governor
Wirn Mettenbery and thereafter with his own pary 1o the weit coast
ernor and 1 rode ahead on horseback and taking my previons
course, we artived aler vao and a half hours an Seephanus Smin's
the Last farm. We saw some bush pigs' (sanglier dafrique),
bubalis® and springbok. On our left we passed three sreams
which come it the Pletenberg River from the Sneeuwhberg, At
Burger's, on the vyt last, three chovusand sheep were smothered
and killed by the great snow which lay 5 leet desp. 5 10 600 were
still Eying there in his kraal. Barometer as Smit's: 25-3, Thermom-
eter midday 63 deg, afternoon 73 deg, sunset 61,deg. Clear weather
Fresh S.E wind. Departed ME by N, and aler four hoars ride

B0

came 10 a spring overgrown with reed. It had good water in itand
wie made camp. We saw some gnus,® springhok and bontebok,
bt these do not have as much whine as those at the Cape; how-
ever they are the same animal, Barometer 25-4: therclore has
dropped almost not at all. The country is dries than Last year, it
beingalso two months earlier. The ridges sill all lie in the same
direction, namely 5 Easterly and NW.: but sometimes N. Easterly
arvd 5W, Wi called chis place Van Hedjden’s Fontein after Captain-
Liewtenant ¥an Heijden, Course today four miles ME by M.

Captain-Lieutenant Van Hedjden was an officer in the
governor's retinue and he was not the only member of the
party to have a geographical feature named after him.
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Gordon himself was modestly assigned a brack rivulet in
his name The Seacow, or Zeckori River of today, had
already been named the Plettenbergs River on Gordon's
first visit and it was to this site that the party made its way
Apparently, one of their objectives was to shoot hip-
popotamus and on 3 October an appropriate slaughter
took place. One can sense in the entry for that day thar
Gordon found this wholesale massacre as distasteful now
a5 he had the year before: 'so many, he writes, “that we
were weary of shooting: many were killed',

The spring at their camp wis named afer the accompany-
ing surgeon, receiving thus the name of Seit's Fontein, On
the map,” however, the name ks glven as Seit's of Dronken

AN AMEITIOLS PLAN THWARTED

font, But how this second whimsical appellation came
about, the journal does not relate. Perhaps there was some
celebration after the killing of the animals. Or perhaps the
drinking had to do with the ercction of ‘a stone in com-
memaoration of the Governor’s visit' — in other words, the
object known as Van Plemenberg's Beacon.

iﬁ: erection of this beacon brings us to another enigma.
Why was it placed here at all? This question has been
thoroughly explored by Professor Forbes in Pioneer Trav-
ellers in South Africa. Briefly stated, however, the problem
{s this: the beacon was meant to mark the northernmost
boundary of the Colony in these parts, so why was it
placed in this remote spot and not at the natural bound-
ary, the QOrange River, which was only fiftv-odd kilo-
metres (o the north-east?

[t was at this point that Gordon had been forced o turn
back on his previous journey, But he had struck the
Orange subseguently and not so far to the west, less than
ioo kilometres. S0 Gordon must have known how close
they were 1o the river. Apart from Gordon, there were
other members of the party = farmers — who knew of the
existence of the river, which was hardly maore than a day's
ride away,

It hias been posited, therebore, that Gordon did nor want
the governor to visit the river. According 1o Professor
Forbes, this may have been because Gordon wished o
preserve the name for his Prince, learing that Van Plenen-
berg would call it after himselE? This is certainly feasible,
knowing, as we do, how loval Gordon was w the House ol
Orange. However, Gordon never admiced this in writing
[ndeed, in a draft letter to Hendrik Fagel® composed
shortly after his return from this journey, Gordon stated
that the reason they did not lollow the river norh wo the
Orange was because the governar had allowed only en
days for this part of the expediton. There was therefore
no time to go to the Great River', He also added tha the
burghers comprising the escort were Irightened of the
‘Bushmen’ and were in a hurey to return south,

The journal entry for 5 October 1778 would appear 1o
confirm the governor's haste to return, Gordon writes

Departed, going back on our old course. We onyoked a while at
Schuijthock and at sunset arrived af Gordon's River (or Brack
River) and there we camped. All these rivulets un inte the
Plettenbergs River. Thermometer 37 deg, rose at its hodtest 1o
73 deg. and dropped 0 57 deg. atter sunset. We ook the skin
of a hippoporamus bull with us. 1 saw Mercury before sunrise;
it was very beawtiful We saw some of the aforementioned game
bt did not hunt as his Excellency the Governar would like o
be back over the Sneeuwherg within the next four days. Fresh
5E. wind. Fine weather

As o have seen, one of Gordon's main aims the previous
year had been 10 negottate some kind of peace with the
‘Bushmen' in this area. It was almost certainly why Van
Flemenberg was also here ar this ime. No contact was
miade, however, and the pany decided to retrace its steps,
Gordon riding ahead to De Beer's farm. De Yrede
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24. The governers hippopotamus hund
e wiere werry of shoaling: so meny were killed'

Following Gordon, the governor had more excitement
to add to the hippopotamus hunt Three male lions had
been spored:

His Excellency the Governor and his company also saw them
[the lions] hunting gnus. Some of the company fired several
shots at them from 4 10 500 paces. Two ran away but one kep
turning back after sach shot with bt il high I lay down bu
then got up and walked away again. They considered this lion
to be very fenocious 5o they lelt it alone

@%ftera short break of three days Gordon was again on his
way, this time travelling east, with the governor once
more following him at a more leisurely pace. As he says,
he followed the same course he had taken on his previous
journey, and on 15 October he reached his immediate
destination, Willem Prinsloos farm = now the site of
Somerset East.

The object of this visit was to negotiate once mere with
the Xhosa tribesmen, but this time with the authority of
the povernor's presence The fronticr area was very unset-
tled. The ‘Bushmen’, the Xhosa and the colonists were all
hghting for the same territory, hence Gordon's terse notes
that ‘the farmers of the Sneeuwberg and [rom this part
fled belore the Bushmen, There was also the individual
complaint of 2 certain Joubent' whom the ‘taflers wanted

fiz

o murder’. The whole entry for this day, 15 October, is
worth looking at closely, for it illustrates in its tantalizing
way s0 many of the facers of Gordon himself and how he
presents himself in his journal;

We left east for Prinsloa, but ina tuen going round the Bos Berg,
From Bruintjes Hoogte measured the angle of the Sneeuwbery
from Leatering W, Hall M. De Beer WINW. Good weather today
Soft west wind. Arrived a1 Prinsloo before noon, Therm. 67 deg,
o Ay and dropping v 78 deg. 'We heard from the farmers thas
there were some thousand Caffers in the mountiins, waising to
fight us. Jacob jouber also came and complained greatly 1 had
doubes about the case and [ rode alone 1o the Caffers. (Asked a
mnan called Durand, who went with me to the Caffers last year,
whether he would go with me again, bur e declined). | came
upan them only two hours from here; they were under the
leadership of Chief Coba In the beginning he remained lying
o the ground and appeased susplcious. Bur when | asked him
iThe ma longer kaew his brother, Gordon, he pumped up happily
and gave me his hand in & Wendly way | proposed that he
should come with me 1o our great Chief which be accepted,
3 0f his peopde also accepeed. They did ot want wo ke their
assegais with them.

The first sentence tells us the direction he ook on leaving
Bruintjieshoogte for Prinslec’s, But he does not simply
ride ‘cast’. He must record that he made a turn going
round the Bos Berg' He then remembers thar he wok
certain compass bearings on the Sneeuberg from Bruin-



gieshoogte and duly records these. Then e observes that
the weather is pood and that there s a ‘soft west wind”. The
ternperatures at morning, noon and eveming are noted,
and without any break in the progression of his writing he
tells us that the firmers repon that there ave those ‘Caffers
in the mountains waiting to fght us’, The matter of Jacob
Jowbert who ‘complained greatly’ now [ellows ! It is a
fact, and is simply recorded as such. The sentence that
ensues, however, is Gordon at his most enigmatic: T had
doubts about the case and [ rode alone to the Caffers” He
does not recond why he has these doubis, or indeed what
the case is beyond the fact that it concerns Joubert's com-
plaint But what are we o make of the second half of the
semtence and | rode alone to the Caffers' We must im-
agine this extraordinary man hearing out some dubious
story from a Farmer and then riding off into the moun-
tains to confront a large gathering of angry tribesmen

What i= astonishing is that both matters — the com-
plaint and the confrontation — are given equal weight in
the sentence. In the original Duich this justaposition of
the trivial and dramartic is even more marked. This is
because the parenthesis abowt Durand’s declining to
accompany him is clumsily inserted into the body of the
main sentence, thus further diminishing the dramatic
aspect of his riding alone into the mountains, Further-
more, he in no way places any emphasis on the fact that
he meets Chief Coba, the leader he had belriended the
previous vear. [tis only in the remaining few sentences of
this entry that the scene suddenly springs vividly to life -
and this happens almost by chance as it were, because
Gordon actually allows us o see what he is recording:
Coba does not rise when Gordon approaches. Initially
suspicious, the chief continues to lie on the ground. Only
when Gordon refers to himselfas Coba's ‘brother' does he
respond and jump up happily to greet him. The confron-
tation ends cheerfully and they agree to go with Gordon
to meet ‘our great Chief’, Yan Plettenberg,

This whole entry demonstrftes the curions quirks of
Gordon's style = the way facts crowd upon facts with only
the slightest hint of his own opinion intruding (7 had
doubts about the case”) Above all, we can see how often
in Gordon's narrative the momentous and trivial are pre-
sented as equivalent. This demonstrates either an amaz-
ing sang-froid or an almost total indifference to the value
ol words. It could be argued that ina journal a man has a
right to express himsell as he wishes, and that had Gor-
don decided towrite and publish a book of his travels the
niceties of style and emphasis would hive been present
That may be, but the very Fact that this is a jowrnal — in
effect an aide-mémoire only — allows s to see how his
mind worked when mot constrained by lormal demands

’.'ﬁnl:c more there are no entries for a couple of days,
namely 16 and 17 October. We know, kowever, lrom De
Wet's records that Gordon brought Coba and rwenty-
eight ol his men o Prinsloo’s farm on 13 Ociober (Gordon
says that thimy-nine ‘accepted’ the invitaton bur some
may have dropped out on the way}. The meeting with the
governor was cordial and De Wet states thar the Xhosa
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showed great trust and affection for Gordon who dis-
coursed with them in their own ongee, They sang and
danced to entertain the governor and were reted o
tobacco and amack, The next two dayvs (missing from
Gordons journal) were spent visiting the ribespeople,
observing their ceremonies and discussing their with-
drawal to the eastern side of the Great Fish River. This
they promised to do once they had brought in their crops,

The party moved south alongside the Great Fish on
15 October, and on ug October Gordon ook leave of the
governor, riding west to Bruintjieshoogte where he spent
that night. He savs nothing here of what his intention was,
According to De Wet he left to retuen to the Camdeboo in
order to pursue his journey to the north and north-west
But De Wet also omits to say why Gordon §s making this
journey, This matter will be addressed shortly,

On 21 October we find Gordon back ar De Vrede, Again
we have a series of disparate observations and notes,
haphazardly recorded and juxtaposed withour regard for
any order or symmetry, It i curious that so Sscientibic’ a
mind could be so random, Al tmes, entries such as the
one below evoke an eerie feeling that Gordon ks anticipat-
ing the stream-of-consciousness mode of writing pio-
neered by the novelists Jovoe and Wooll, where mundane
and significant moments mingle in the prose just as they
tend to do in real life:

Arrived ar De Beer's. Good weather, Thermometer sg deg-Bo
deg dropping o 63 deg, Soft west wind. [ was not agall well Just
as we arrived a Hottentor woman sang a song of welcome for her
som, who leads the team of oxen for ourwagon, (It does happen
thar children are cast owr, but not generally, and not in every
tribe It i= only done for reasons of hunger or great afftiction
Oiherwise most Hotentots are very fond of their children)

Here are the first signs that Gordon was falling ill, and
from later entries it seems that he had contracted dysen-
terv. However, he still has time to remark on the mother
singing to her son and then to comment on the custom
that aroused some interest among the travellers of the
time, namely that ‘Hottentots' abandoned their children
in times of need. Conceding that it did bappen occasion-
ally (who gave him this information?}, he is nevertheless
quick to remark that ‘most Hottentots are very fond of
their children’ It often seems. in these odd comments,
that he is attempting to correct current prejudices abou
the indigenous inhabitants of the countey. [tis wypical tha
he should try to do this by neting the facts as he observed
them and not by indulging in fanciful or sentimental
speculation. The practice ol abandoning the old {insead
of children) is clearly linked o this passage and (s dis-
cussed later !

From the entry for 25 Ocrober a reasonahly clear idea of
CGordon’s plans begins (o emerge:

Clear weather, conl. A lile wind rom SE Last night it [roze
white, Thermom. was on freezing point. [ am geting worse
rather than betber amad have no medicines. As oo of my best
Hestentons, liekiand Platje, are also sick, | resolved 1o pursae
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my intended journey fiorth o lorther baui oo surey the Lland
west of here and then, il 1 ped hztl:er, o ack al:n:m'li_ng o
Circumsianees

W have gota [emale Ee:l:u: here which is pregnant and tame
aleeady Took an accurate lagitude here and got 32 deg -5 min;
error 25 deg. MW The vineyard, which a.'lrral:l:,.' kard VOUTE
grapes, was todally ruined by the frost last night. At about
s ocleck in the morning the leaves were already withered b
the sun. This i late frost and umesual

It is in the entry of 27 October 1778, as he lef De Vreede,
that we finally hear, with greater exaciness, just where
Gordon was imending o go. This is alse where we have
the first mention thar he had a boat with him:

Left with the greates: regree in the world, seeing that | had
bronzght my boat and other supplies i this point. Bur, having no
medicines, and not knowing if | might hecome sicker, afready so
far away, Tdecided that my health and that of my people would
not allow me o set forth on my intended joorney over the
Orange, morth and rhen further west.

Thus illness prevented him from making this journey.
‘Worth would have taken him back to the Orange, prob-
ghly close to the debouchment of the Zeckoei into the
‘Great River'; while *west” would have taken him to the
mouth of the Orange Presumably he would then have
recwrned south to Cape Town cither along the coast or
inland. This would have been a journey unprecedented in
the annals of eighteenth-century travel = a matter of
thousands, not hundreds, of kilometres if the round jour-
ney from and back to Cape Town is considered. 1l though
he was, he nevertheless left the De Beers, ‘his friendly
host, his wife and family’, on the same day ‘in order 1o sur-
vey the land west of here and then, if 1 get better, to act
according to circumstances. There is a note of great sad-
ness in his words as he leaves De Vrede ‘with the greatest
regretin the world' He had obviously planned this expe-
dition with high hopes and great care, even o the extent
of bringing a boat, though it seems to argue a lack of fore-
sight that he had brought no medicines.

¢ ardon's course west took him past the site of present-day
Aberdeen and, as wsual in this journal, there is a multi-
tude of compass bearings which testify to his plans to sur-
vey the land he was travelling through. He records and
travels on despite ill-health, taking frequent readings on
his barometer and, as on 2 November, using his astrolabe
to ascertain longitude [t is on this same day that he de-
scribes the shooting of a rhinoceros bull near the source
of the Gamka or Lecuwen River

This morning just as | was adjusting my inscrusments, a thing-
ceros came close to our wagons but as soon as i cawghe our
scent it turned away. Twoe of my Hottentos mried o shoot b but
afer sniffing the ground twice it mrotced off fast We saw three
hunters ga after it [twent up wand and they rode afver it almosy
alongside it, without it secing them, At Last from the high place
where | had gone | saw powder flashes and shortly afterwards
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25, The Hiscodre Mamorelle black shinaceros

young Me Yiljoen, . Jacoh Eruger, and Dolf Bronkhorst came
wp They told ws they had shot a rhineceros bull, Vilksen had
glven him the mortal shog ar 108 paces. However, when i Fell
after walking a shon diswance, they did mor st i, for they con-
sbder it o b ome of the most ferocious of antmals, se they fred
another four shots avit. We rode over to L | made a drawing of
it, andd wrote a descripaion of this wonderful andmal, 1 came
back late in the evening 1 left my Horentors w skin the animal
La the morning, 1t had alveady begun o swell up 1t s of mediom
size but nevertheless an adull animal.

This animal was almost certainly the one that Gordon
described in detail to Professor Allamand - the one in
fact that appears in the Supplément 1o Histoire Naturele,'?
This is horne out by Gordon's remark in the journal thar
on 1 Movember, despite the fact chat the bull's body was
fast deteriorating, they were trying ‘to preserve the skin as
a specimen’. Professor Allamand acknowledged that he
had received the drawing, description and skin from
Gordon and was using them for the basis of his article.
Interestngly, he ascribed the shooting of the rhinoceros
to Gordon himself, claiming that Gordon had shotitara
distance of 18 paces tlose to the source of the River
Gamka or River of the Lions'. It would seem that Gordon
indulged in a mild but unimportant deception in claim-
ing he shot it himself. Nevertheless, he quoted the same
distance for the shot,

The good professor also poured scorn on the writer
Kolb who stated as a fact that if poison was poured into a
rhinoceros horn it would crack open. Allamand, that orue
man of science, confessed, almost with shame’, how he
had experimented by pouring wine into a rhinoceros-
horn cup and then adding a strong dose of arsenic: * .. the



horn received not the slightest crack he deyly remarked,

S4ll wrrwell, but meticulously recording day by day,
Gordon continues his journey, south-west down the
Gamka River and then more westerly towards present-
day Laingsburg. It was in this vicinity, on 12 NMovembser
1778, that he made some rough notes in the journal con-
cerning the gestures and words of a 'Chinese-Bushman'
We can infer that one of his aims in making this journey
was (o try 10 make contact once more with these people
The message he gets — on this occasion at least — is
hostile: They say we are evil, and come in the night like
wolves and have hair like lions” This poetle phrase con-
trasts most sharply with the surrounding compazs bear-
ings and Ltitude calculations of Gordon’s texu [t bs likely,
however, that Gordon recorded those words not because
they contained picturesgque images but because they were
what were spoken at the time and because he wanted a
true reflection of their arthudes,

His route continwed in very much the same direction
and location as the national road today, until he reached
Harteheestfontein, a farm in the area of present-day
Touws River He then diverged slightly from the course
along the modern road o reach the farm of Wouter de
Yos, Buffelskraal, at the head of the Hex River Valley, on
16 Movember, Swellengrebel had staved there barely two
viears before and had remarked upon its comfort. [tis like-
Iy that Gordon regarded this hespitable farm as a haven
to make for until his recovery, because the next day he
senta man on horseback to the Cape for some medicine,

Clearly weakened by his condition, Gordon continues
ta write up his journal but the entries are shor. On 22 Mo-
vember he remarks that he is still feeling unwell; vet even
illness does not deter his scientific curiosity, and he sends
Schoemaker (mentioned here for the fArst time in the
journal} and ewe of his "Hottentet' servants up ‘the moun-
tain’ {almost certainly the Matroosherg) to record the
temperatures of the snow that had recently fallen. It must
have been a hard day for his sefvants and the artist.
though if Schoemaker complained it is not on record
here. Apart from the temperatures, a3 barometer reading
was taken. Gordon's notes also contain iy technical
details about rock formations, so it can be assumed that
the artist did his work well

e entries continue to be brief and mainly concerned
with the weather Even on 30 November Gordon writes:
Still not at all well. Have bad diarrhoea” Then, with the
new month, his health suddenly begins to improve and
he starts to make plans o continue his jowrney, Here is his
entry in full for 1 December 1778

Fine warm weather Calm in the morning: at midday a fresh wess
wind, somewhar cloudy. Thermometer 65 deg -8 deg 7o deg,

Am much betier. We are making ready to go into the country
once more, The Sak River, Vis and Riet Bivers run into the Great
River

Marmaguas always milk at noon. They hold their hands high
before drinking mill. Many have the first joint of their Angers
cut off (ke Bushmen), One seldom sees small children with
the first jolmnt of their lacle Rager, Sometimes pwo jaknts of the
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middle finger are mizsing. They say they do this for a sickness.
Mozt of the Grear Namaquas have one testicle cut oul

In the evening Capain de Lille, the Bouankst Parerson and Van
Reenen came from the Cape to visit me They had heard of my
iliness.

Gordon's remarks for this day convey the wsual mixture of
facts and information. (The subject of testicle excision,
first mentioned here, is pursued in much greater detail on
Gordon's following journey) It can be assumed that his
servant had returned from Cape Town with the medi-
cines before the arrival of his frends, for although Gor-
don was still not better on the 3o0th, he was ‘much better’
the following day and confident that he was now ht
enough to continue his journey. He postponed his depar-
ture — planned for the next day — apparently to enjoy the
company of his friends.

Itis perhaps appropriate to consider here some curious
contemporary speculation concerning Gordon's journey
from D Vrede to Buffelskraal It is contained in a lener
written by Hendrik Cloete, a well-known burgher at the
Cape, to the younger Swellengrebel in the Netherlands
The letter is headed "Kaapsche Nouvelles (Cape News)
1934778 — 1521779 and the passage concerning, Gor-
don starts from the time he parted from Van Plettenberg:

Gordon ook his leave |of the Governor] and remurned to the
farm of D Beer, intending to return across the Great Blver o the
Borth. Two sons of De Beer, two Van der Wales and theee others
had promised toaccompany hion, but De Beer, no longes being
Veld Commandante, retrscted his promise and Gordon had o
give up his plans. He pretended to be sick and retuemsed 10 the
Hex Biver, where he secretly armanged for Iresh supplies o be
sznt 1o him and depared for the Hantam amd the Sak Rives
returnibng via the Kamiesberge across the Olifants River to the
Cape.

The painter Schuntacher, well kniewn to yvou, spent seme time
with Gorden on this map, but nor being satisfied with the way e
was treated, he left by agreement

The passage is perplexing, [tis far from clear why Gordon
should have ‘pretended wo be sick’ or why he should have
sent for supplies ‘secretly’. Furthermore, if Schoemaker
(Schumacher) left his service, Gordon certainly does not
mention it — a startling omission, Finally, the visit of De
Lille {(an officer in the garrison), Paterson (a conspicuons
foreigner), and ¥an Reenen {a prominent burgher) hardly
justifies Cloete's allegation of secrecy. However, perhaps
one fact might be of interest concerning the identification
of the paintings and drawings made on the rest of this trip.
Il schoemaker had left, then they could only have been
macle by Gordon.

I.@n 3 December Gordon set off for Te Ko, while kis frends
returned to the Cape. The Koo' is still a regional name for
an area approximately hifveen kilomerres north of Roberts
som, and ‘Conradie’s farm, Harmonie s s0ll marked there
on the wpographical sheet for Worcester, 3310, It 15 sims-
ated between the Langeberge and the Kooberg,
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It was, he says, an excellent place to complere my trian-
gularion’ = in other words, to continue with his map-
making activities. The highest point on the Kooberg, on
the same topographical sheet, is marked as 1 oBg metres,
so we can speculate that it was from somewhere near this
site that he made his observations. Indeed, the entries
from 3 wo 11 December conain a grear many compass
bearings and remarks on the topography of the area.

26. Gardan at the “‘Bushean kraal of Chiel
Gronpam and Deerop, with their way of affering peace”

While there, he also visited two mineral baths, which
are surely those just north of Ashton, some rwenty kilo-
merres east. However, of far more imerest to us oday is
the account which follows of an ‘old Hotentor sorcerer’,
[t reveals a genuine curiosity as to how the practice of
sorcery was conducted, coupled with an amused scepri-
cism at the superstitions of the participanis. Even in the
privacy of his journal Gordon appears to maintain his
scientific” principles, but at the same time there is noth-
ing malicious in his scorn. Indeed, he displays a certain
degree of pride in the fact that he had been allowed 1o wit-

it



ness the event, as his host, Gideon Jouber, had never
been granted the privilege. The ceremony wok place on
& December 1778:

Sawan old Hettentot sorcerer who did not wane eo Ith:t'll'.'l'ﬁ'lﬂ'lﬂt
whar he was, mhnggau.deru He sometimes :lr'th.ﬂ.l'ulh' grown
Hotentods and I:hn:g.- da mot daee to defensd themselves. He was
frightened of me The others did not dare o refuse him, what-
ever he demanced of them. In the evening [ saw him, in their
own manner, doctoring and practising his sorcery on d sick oy
He did this after refusing many dimes and mosily because he
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wis frightened of me, for | had ler him see the sun through a
smoked glass He thowughe that | would bewiich him. He ardered
the youth 1o come naked vo Bis b in dhe vadlighe. My Hoten-
test, Deeki, was also [righiened of him and he sacby the fire show.
ing great actention, alongside the sorcerer’s wife and a young
Hoetentot girl. 1 had & candle lighted in order o see better,
whereupon he went and sat by the yourh wlho had a pain in his
[ooe. He rubbed the thighs and the leg and, holding the oot w
his head, he roared and sporved Hke a Hon and a vger, Then he
held his hand 1o the head and e hearn of the boy, and did this
severia] Hmed, Then sneezing three or four umes, e opened his
hand showing some inseces, like beetles, which he sald be had
pulled out of the leg, Having smeared some mutton i on the
leg he rubbed the rest over himsell Alver this he wok some
roots [from thorn and mimosa mrees) which were bollow and
tied together and flled with stones that ranled inside. Then he
began his sorcerer’s song, all the dme sining, but rwisting his
body continually and striking the bundles on the ground, ofien
singing luriously and shaking his head while his wile accompa-
nied him, clapping her hands all the dme We could ot under-
stand him, even leki was not able 10 he said it was Bushman
sorcerer’s language. When he broke off, sweanng [ asked him
several questions but all | could ger our of him was that rougua
[Caind ) hael eavigho himm this tnoa dream. Joubsert said thar be must
have been very [rightened of me to have pracnsed sorcery inomy
presemce, since they say it never goes well if there 15 & white skin
present and that they would never practise sorcery in frone of
him. The whole time [ kept a most serious demeanour though
often 1 could hardly stop mysell Fom bursdng inte bughter at
his cures and the termor of my Hoatenoe, They say that they have
jackals anad other animals in their service, that these take mes-
sages to other sorcerers for them. Bought his magle rauwle for a
tinderbo,

Om 13 December Gordon returned north to stay with the
widow Jacobs at Verkeerdevlei. This is the stretch of warer
some twelve kilometres west of Touws River 1t was pre-
sumably another of those havens, hospitable places
where travellers knew they would receive a measure of
comfore. (Van Plettenberg and his entourage, including
Gordon, had stopped ar this same place on their ourward
journey east in Seprember)

Gordon was not there o rest, however, as may be seen
from the next days entry with its long list of compass
bearings and other geographical observations. On the fol-
lowing day he was off on his travels again, this time north
to the Roggeveld, the Hantam, and thereafter southwards
to the Olifants River and home o Cape Town,

As his records show, he first returned to De Straat (near
present-day Touws River), and then made his way in a
north-easterly direction up the Namgas Riviertp o
"Pinar's stock farm. {Today the river ts known as the
Pienaarskloof River — a name perhaps derived from this
same carlier Pienaar) It then ook him another day w
reach Smitswinkel, near the river of the same name,

before entering the Klein Roggeveld.
It was at this point that Gordon rode ahead, doubtless

o scout the road belfore them. When he returned 1o the
camp he found ‘all in confusion because the drink had
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been badly guarded”. But this does not seem to shake his
equanimity or provoke his anger, as his next sentence
concerns the source of a stream.

In an eloquent passage discussing this journey, Profes.
sor Forbes has pointed out how many of the farms
marked on Gordon’s map bear the same names today. '
Gordon's progress into the Roggeveld can in fact be traced
by names such as De Fortuin, Brand Fortuin, Brand Valeij,
Bonne Esperance, Standvastifheid and Oranje Fonteijn.
Obviously such reliable pointers enable historians o
track a traveller's route with far greater confidence, as well
as supporting the argument against the haphazard chang-
ing of place-names.

By 21 December Gordon had ascended the Komsberg,
making many barometric chservations and compass
bearings en route He was having trouble with his wagon,
and this recurred as he mavelled north into the Groot
Roggeveld on Christmas Day 1778. 1t appears that to Gor-
don it was a day like any other day, for the journal con-
tains the usual carcful description of the course aken,
compass bearings and notes on the state of the weather,
He also notes that on the ‘Aape Berg’ (Monkey Mountain)
there are ‘N.B. no monkeys'

f'_ﬁpn 28 December Gordon left the Roggeveld ar Downes —
another place which bears the same name today - o
make his way 10 Adriaan van Zyl’s farm, Akkerendam, at
the foor of the Hantamsberg, just north of present-day
Calvinta. As usual, he omits to record that before leaving
the uplands of the Roggeveld a fine drawing was made of
the area from the vicinity of Downes, looking back w the
mountains he had just lefc ™
Why these impressive works — whether made by
Gordon or Schoemaker = are seldom referred 1w in the
journal deserves some consideration. It may be because
they were regarded as routine records, where accuracy
in conveying the look of a place was more imponant
than artistic meric. Sotherimes the need to get the ‘look’ of
a place was taken beyvond mere accuracy, Many of the
drawings in the Gordon Atlas are composite — that 15 1o
say, the most impressive features of a landscape were
included even if their topographical relationship to one
another had o be distored w do so. If making drawings
was a rouctine for most travellers, as iowas, then ic is under-
standable that they are seldom referred 1o in the narrative.
Omne further point that bears mention is that it need come
as no surprise that a military man, such as Gordon, could
draw so well. Accurate skerching would play an impor-
tant role in his duties and form part of normal miliary
intelligence technigues, such as the drawing of fortifica-
tions and so forth
Somewhatr uncharacteristically, Gordon spent 2g and
10 December resting at Akkerendam, but he did not sty
to celebrate Mew Year there and on the 315t we find him
at his “Soet Waterfontein' — probably the Soetwater which
is just morth of the road between Calvinia and Nieu-
woudtville and about halfway between the two towns. He
was travelling along the Corlogskloof Biver — which he
calls the ‘Douwnes’ — and reached the Bokkeveld a lintle
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south of Mieuwoudtville on New Year's Day 177g. Here we
have his notes about the ‘Bushmen’ leaders he hoped 1o
meet in the next few days, to which end he travelled on 1o
‘a larm belonging to Mrs Ryk’ This has been identified by
Professor Forbes as “Swellengrebelsfontein on the north-
ern parts of the Bokkeveld', though this is not ahsolutely

clear from the journal.

@'ﬂ 4 January Gordon records that he was visited by the
‘Bushman Chief Doerop. Significantly, he reminds Gor.
don of Chief Ruiter whom he had met in January 1778
near the Sundays River The relevant passage reads: Tn the
morning the Bushman Chief Doerop and one of his tribe
came to fetch me. He was very like Chief Reuter. He spoke
very well and had a good physiognomy. Had a long ialk
with him. Departed travelling further BN E. and aftera seven-
hour journey reached the Bushmen on the Camdeni.' (It
may be recalled that Gordon had also had a 'long confer-
ence’ with Chief Ruiter = or Reuter as he calls him here —
who was of mixed ‘Hottentot'-Xhosa origins.)

Gordon's journey to the Camdeni (or Kamdanie as it is
called now) is not marked on Map 3 of the Gordon Atlas,
but there is a well-known and interesting drawing made
at the time thar has a subscript which partly ranslates as
‘the view ol the Bushman kraal of Chiefs Gronjam and
Doeroep, with their way of offering peace which | made
with them on 5 January vyyg at Camdent Spring’'®

The site of this ceremony was in the vicinity of what is
now Loeresfonteln and the Kamdanie River, (The source
of the Kamdanie lies just north of Loenesfontein) Al-
though the journal tells us nothing of the peace-offering,
the drawing depicts a dead ox lyving with its feet in the air
and surrounded by small figures. Gordon is also shown at
the entrance 1o his tent handing out gifts from a case at his
leet, while other higures remove a sack from the back of
his wagen (see illustrapien 268},

In none of the entries for the days when he made con-
tact with the ‘Bushmen' does Gordon say thar be was there
to make peace. Only the drawing mentions this indirectly.
Monetheless, we know from his previous expedition that
this was his clear intention, and we can assume that he
wias under orders from the governor to perform this mis-
sion which tes In with the peace-making undertaken
with the Xhosa earlier.

From a few remarks made on 5 January we can see that
he was trying to sort out the identity of the various tribes
ghout which he had been old. The distinction between
‘Hotentor' and ‘Bushmen’ had never been very clear,
bur his mention of the Briqua is significant for it is the
first time the name occurs in his journal: ‘The Ein Eip
people;” he writes, ‘are bastard Namagquas. The Nou Eik
are different Bushmen. The Briqua are still another kind
of people. They are Caffers who own canle, sheep and
large goats. N.B. These Bushmen repeat the last words of
those who are speaking to them: many at the same time’
As we shall see from the ensuing journal he had a grear
desire to visit these 'Caffers who own cattle sheep and
large goats”

The most interesting journal entry is that of 6 January:
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| was very much amused by the Bushmen who are good people
Saw an old woman performing sarcery. From her son's body she
snarted forth a devil (evil spirit) which she said she could see
and 1t was like a cobra, The snorting made her nose bleed. She
walked away drunkenly with the evil spirit. One of them hield
her under the arms. Quickly she was given a stick which she
used 1o walk on her owne She also beat the ground with it She
smored onoe mose upen her son’s nose She rubbed his belly
with buchu. At the same fime some of the women sitting there
werie smoking buchu through the nose

This passage about the sorcerer undoubtedly portrays a
trance state a5 dehned and described by Professor Lewis-
Williams and others'" The snorting forth of the ‘devil’,
the nasal trance blood, the walking away ‘drunkenly with
the evil spirit’ all testify to this. Gordon's amusement is
therefore somewhat ironic, since be wis not really aware
of what he was witnessing. His statement, however, that
they were ‘good people’ needs some qualification. It is not
a mere commonplace — bland if not patronizing, fts sig-
nificance only becomes apparent when the prevalent
contemporary opinion concerning these people is taken
into consideration: they were detested, and were hunted
down and killed like vermin by both the colenists and the
Khosit. Seen in this light, Gordon's remirk is astonishing,
It is ebviows that he really liked them. If he found their
custems and superstitions amusing, this is understand-
able, given his ‘scientific’ approach and cast of mind
However, what emerges most fercefully from this and his
carlier encounter at Die Koo with the sorcerer’ — indeed
from his attitude to the Xhosa as well — is that Gordon
was a ratipnal and civilized man. He was humane but
never senthmental — in essence, 3 true exemplar of most
of the qualities admired in eighteenth-century Europe
He was, alter all, a son of the Age of Reason and the Age of
Enlightenment. Indeed, this remark from his journal
echoes his sentiments about the 'Hormenrors' which he
had communicated o Diderot in 1774 Bur in Alrica ar
this time there were few men who felr as Gordon did

-'-".f}:f rode hack to Mrs Byl's on the evening of 6 January,
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and the next day set off on a journey of sixteen hours 1o
bring him to the Troe Troe River in the vicinity of present-
day Van Rhynsdorp, Alter spending the whole of the fol-
lowing day there — no douba o rest the oxen — on g Janu-
ary they crossed the Olifants River and “‘made camp at Van
£v1's an the southern side of the dver’, This siee has been
pasitively identified as Ouplaas, abaur seven kilometres
WNW of Klawer (It and its owner, Pleter van Zyl,
fignred im the writings of several travellers of the time.)

The next day was spent travelling 1o the mouth of the
lifants River and 11 Januvary in exploring the area,
Beturning to Van Zyls, Gordon continued his journey
south and by 15 January he had arrived at the Heerenloge-
ment, which can be translated as “The Gentlemen's Lodg-
ings' ? Az Gordon says, it was just a cave, but it was also
a well-known halting-place for travellers who appreci-
ated the fresh springewater, Many wrote their names on the
wills of this cave: typically Le Vaillant did and, as typ-
cally, Gorden did net

What remained of Gordon's journey need not detain us
long. He was at the Langvlei River For & day, then at his
“warthbaaskraal’, which appears o be Swarthoskral
today, On 18 January 1779, in this viciniey, he records that
he ‘climbed about in the meuntain in order to see the so-
called drawings and strange characiers which [ had been
told of and fownd this to be a false report, The characiers
were some scratches and the drawings were waorse than
those of the Bushmen, but the hollow rock looked like the
entrance to a great church . . ' This mountain, with s
unimpressive ‘scratches’, was almost certainly the place
known as Paleisheuwel roday He then continued his
journey by well-beaten roads 1o the Fike:h-erg reghomn,
where he stayed with a Gerrit Smit whose farm, Drooge
Rijst Klool, s1il] bears the Afrikaans form of this name.

By 22 January he had reached the ‘Reverend Golbag in
the Swartland’, which is where Malmesbury is situated
today, On 25 January 1779 Gordon rode back into Cape
Town. His journey had lasted just under five months.
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CHAPTER FIVE

THE FOURTH JOURNEY:
TO THE MOUTH OF THE

ORANGE RIVER
(JUNE — AUGUST 1779)
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ery little is known of how Gordon occupied

himself for the next five months of his life

Presumably there were military duties o

perform at the Castle; but more to our pur-
pose, in April 1779, shortly after his return, he wrote a
long letter to his patron and friend, Hendrik Fagel 7 It tes-
tifies = if further restimony were needed = to Gordon's
steadfast diligence and exceptional powers of observa-
tion. It contains descriptions of his travels and his views
on the state of the Colony. as well as detailed particulars
ol his ethnological, zoological, geographical, geological
and military interests. It makes abundantly clear that
Gordor's principal objective was to become a zealous
expert on his new couniry, and in this connection he
talks of accomplishing ‘one more journey . . . before |
can arrange everything into a correct order’. This would
seem o argue thar he saw his journeys as pant of some
specific design,

Indeed. if one follows the route taken in Gordon's sec-
ond, third and fourth jouwrneys, an overall plan becomes
apparent: he was racing the boundaries of the Cape Prov-
ince as we know it today, excluding only the area east of
the Fish River that is now mostly taken up by Ciskei and
Transkel

As we have seen, on his third journey (August 1778-
January 177g) he did not accomplish what he had set out
to div: namely, to follow the course of the Orange River
from the site of present-day Colesberg to the mouth, and
from there presumably make his way back to Cape Town
via the west coast. Had he succeeded he would have com-
pleted a rough circuit of the Colony, alluded to above as
the ‘overall plan’ Sickness, unfortunately, prevented him
from doing this on his third journey, which is why he told
Fagel he needed ‘one more journey’

If we accept that Gordon had this plan (‘to armange
everything in a comect order’), then his fourth journey
can be seen as having a specific end in view: He was seek-
ing to achieve what his previous venture had failed to do
- o complete his round journey — but this time by mav-

elling from Cape Town up the west coast to the mouth of
the Orange, then proceeding roughly east along the
course of the river all the way to present-day Colesberg, In
other words, Gordon would seck to complete his circuit
the other way round.

Whether we accept this idea of an overall plan depends
very much on how we assess the workings of Gordon's
mind He does notspell itout for us. Yet we know sufficient
about his nature, his hardihood and his sense of purpose
to at least allow that it is a strong possibility. Whatever our
assessment, however, we cannot deny the evidence of the
journeys and what he did in fact accomplish.

Gordon's fourth journey = which deserves close sami-
nation on a mapin order to fully appreciate its daring and
originality = must be considered his crowning achieve-
ment in the field of exploration. In terms of distance trav-
elled he went further than he had ever been before, and
although he had sutfered a measure of hardship on his
earlier iravels, physically and mentally this venture was 1o
be far more testing than any of his previous expeditions.

He was almost certainly the frst European to see the
mouth of the Orange from inland and to reach as far
upstream along the Orange as he did. He was certainly the
first to record these specific visits and to do so in a way
that can be described as 'scientific’? Mo less remarkable
and no less useful to the store of contemporary know-
ledge were his drawings and descriptions of little-known
and lictle-understood animals, such as the African ele-
phant, rhinoceros and hippopotamus — to name but a
few. His most notable feat in the field of zoology, though,
was his encounter with the giraffe, which will be consid-
ered more fully later in this account,

The journal of the fourth journey also contains a great
deal more physical description, as opposed o technical
recording, than the previous journals. This applies no
only to animals amd geographical fearures bur also w the
people Gordon encountered, whether they were whire
pastoralists or Korana tribesmen. The nanves of his dogs,
his servants and of the people who accompanied him

Tl
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appear miore frequenty oo this tme, and i is details
such as these which make this journal a far more personal
record — though this aspect should not be overempha-
sized; it 15 hardly an intimate account. Monetheless, he
takes time 1o record how he cooked and ate an ostrich egg,
and i1 15 interesting to know that he camried a microscope
with him and that he ‘made merry’ on the banks of the
Ol River on w July a77a.

The entries in the journal tend to be of greater length
than before and this is particularly marked in compar-
son o the previous journal (of the third journey). There
is alse a feeling thar there ks more dme, more space to
enlarge on subjects that he finds of interest. For instance,
his encounter with the Strandlopers’ on 20 August 1779
is over 2 000 words long, or three closely wrinen folio
pages in the original manuscrpe. Of course, the entry is of
this length because the subject and manner of the discov-
ery of these people fascinated the writer. Bur consider
how Tong it would have taken o write those three folio
pages of absorbed description, probably by candielight
and using a goose-quill pen

'Fu[ni;ng nevw 10 the _||,'mm.-1] fsell, ir will RN be our
task to try o see how much of Gordon's personality is
revealed in this document, once mere examining diverse
quotations rom the text, Even the gitle, substitle and first
sentence can tell us something:

Jowrnal of the Fourth Joumey of Captain B, ], Gordon
in the Southern Par of Adrica

Scarved on 27th June 177g from the Cape of Good Hope,

The thermomerer observatlons are taken avsunnse: again az the
greatest heat of the day, which s generally in the alternoon
ahout two aclock; and hnally ar sunser

These opening words are interesting, not for any intrinsic
value, but because they show how important Gordon
considered these observations to'be. With this traveller,
the ‘scientific’ always takes precedence over the personal,
and although this can be frustrating for the general reader,
in the light of what we have ohserved in the two previous
journals, at least it can be said that Gordon is consistent.

lt'.‘?gcnmpanie«d by some friends from the garrison and by
his young servant Koerikei, Gordon set forth on 27 June
1779} He was making for the RBeverend Goldbag’s house
where he had staved in January of this same vear, at the
erd of his previous journey. (As previously noted, this
wis located in the aren where Malmeshury is today) He
states that he has two wagons, one of which carries his
boar, What he does not sy is that the artise Schoemaker
i5 also accompanying him. 1n fact it is some time before
this is revealed. As we have observed from the previous
journals, Gordon's attitude o Schoemaker seems to have
been a compound of indifference and irviation, and, true
to form, at this peint in the journal he does not constder
the man's presence worth mentioning,
While ar the Reverend Goldbag's (or Goldbach as it is
usually spelt) Gordon notes that he is unning a tempera-

T THE MOUTH OF THE DRANGE FIVER

ture and that he ‘had been feverish for some time at the
Cape’. Mo other symptoms are mentioned, but the ques-
tion of Gordon's health will recur again in this journal,
O can only speculate thae the illness he sulfered [rom
in November of the previous year was still dogaing him,
though after a few days he dees record that he was begin-
fing tor feel better

Taking leave of his military companions and the Rever-
end Goldbag, Gordon then followed much the same track
as that ol his previous journey, visiting the same furrms and
mentioning the same names as he made his way north-
wards, However, on his arrival a1 the Olifants River on
& July 3775, we learn that he has been joined by a further
travelling companion, a certain ‘Pinar’, This was certainly
ne chance arrangement or encounter, The man who was
now joining Gordon was the well-known hunter, trader
anl farmer Pieter Pienaar, To some, such as Le Vaillant, he
wis not so much well known asinfamous, By all accounts
he was a rough-and-ready individual — the sort of per-
sonality any sparsely colonized frontier will produwce; but
whatever his moral attributes’, his talents in hunting and
survival must have been serely needed and welcomed by
Gordon.

Gordon's journal entry leaves no dowbt that the meeting
with Pienaar on the Olifants River had been planned, as
had the rendezvous with Paterson and Sebastizan van
Reenen: After riding for seven and a half hours reached
Van Zyl's on the Olifants River, here | found my travelling
companion Pinar, a burgher from Rodesandland, as well
as the botanist Mr. Paterson, who wants to accompany a
certain Van Reenen to the Orange River, But they are first
riding to the Bokke Veld!

It is also clear from Paterson’s journal chat the meeting
was not haphazard However, Paterson adds that as he
[Gordon| was going a different course we appointed to
meet in the 5mall Nemiquas Land and then to keep com-
pany together along the shore of the Atlantic Ocean as far
as we could possibly come to the northward'*

The next stage of Gordon's journey — to Ellenboogfon-
tein in the Kamiesberg, the farm of Hermanus Engel-
brecht — took place without undue excitement. It was a
journey of approximately thineen days and Gordon,
clearly with plenty of time at his disposal, observed and
discussed a fine variety of subjects on his way, Setting out
on 12 July he passes a casual remark that ‘The greatest
unpleasantness about travelling in this country is this
unavoidable overturning of the oxwagons' Interestingly,
it is & fact not generally recorded by other travellers.

A day later he had these complex ohsenations to make
about the topography of the countryside, plainly echoing
Buffon's theories on the formation of the earth:*

This is & wery poor region. The longer | observe the more
strongly (i strikes me that all the angles or tips of these hills fa
into cach other, but with chis peculiarity: every pawo hundred
paces the hills lie in such a way that there are four gaps in them,
one East, one West, one South and one Norch, But all the tops
fit herween each other in whatever direction they may be: That
is 1o say the gaps in the hills bying East and West have tops or

73
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rather roots in the Mogth and South and the roots lying Momh
and South have angles in the East and West This region, con-
stsring entirely of such hills, is the same inall divections. Thus
though Lam swre this areas was once covered by water this partic-
wlar phenomenon could nod have been cavsed by this, Le, ot by
narmal currenis, because one cannet loglcally suppose that pwo
currents could Aow in opposite directions so clese to each other.

Continuing in this vein a little longer, he then turns o a
curicus description ofthe common 'dassic), or rock hyrax:

Shea a bergror [mouneain rat] oday which is wrongly called a
dasje in chis country® It has the teeth of a rat, and a wil which
is nor visible bur which can just be el [t has foar voes in frong
the smalless of which is hardly visibie, and three behind The
shape of irs back foor is very like that of a human being. bt lives
amn herbts and on grass and is good eating. Tt has four tears. Pelr
brown and soft, It is said thas they have the écoulement péria-
diqur.” This may well explain the oily crust which s known as
daspe’s piss,

The next day Gordon visited Meerhol's Casteel where he
came upon the races of an earlier visitor:

T4

Pinar went huning yesterday morning. Has nos ver returned. He
carne back in the alernoon bur had seen nothing, Muech ele-
phant dung around here Left in the afternoon and arrived a
Meethols Casteel afier riding for five hours MW [t is a rocky
cavity 15 ft deep, 24 ft wide and 13 fr high [ b= made of Cos, white
with pieces of quartz in i.* The elephanss come liere 10 scratch
themselves. Looking at the opening there 5 a spring on the
right-hand stde. [t has quite good but racher brackish water, but
oot in abundance Although thisused to be a stock larm belong-
Long to & man called Warnek it has now been abandoned. Oppo-
site this pock, on the other side of this shallow basin among low
hills, there is a similar but smalier cave on the lefi-hand side as
ome enters the cavity, On a rock faimily chiselled, ane the lemers
de: EH:SNVdde:5. AS 168y, The 16 is hard w make out. This
must be the Honourable Simon van der Seel, probably the son
of Adriaan, who was the Governor anmno 1684 and who travelled

1w the Koper Bergen ®

Travelling on northwards, Gordon remarks on 1g July thar
he has been looking for the cattle post of a centain Van der
Westhuizen' but that he could not find him. The next day
he finds the farm and records meeting an audacious
woman, Van der Westhuizen's wile, who was of French
Huguenot descent, as the text makes clear:

At davbreak heard the bleating of stock and half an howr ahead
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of us found the farm, which is the firsi on the way from the
Oliphants River o here. Sent there for some milk The wife was
abone with only her children at home. They come here in the
raimy scason when there is grass, They had one room, a round
bt built of sticks and covered with mats and without 3 chair or
table. There was no bread to be had here. The husband was
ploughing on his fower farm beside the Aver Stayed here. Pinar
rode over to him ., the wife of the howse is quite a herodne and
can shoat well. Her mother's name is Guillisume, from France,
bt her Eather is an Amsterdamer called Engelbreche. She hates
the French deeply. She sobd us that she had ence fired ar a lion
and that it nearly leapt on her after the shot bug, it being almost
dark, she escaped to 8 hwt, The lion pursuing her inw thelr
Houentot shepherd's hut jumped with its front paws into the
fire and burning iself sprang back again. Just before this a
Hoewentos had shot it in the paw with a poisoned arrow This
caused its dearh the next day,

This woman, born Clandina Engelbreche, was the sister of
Hermanus Engelbrecht., whose farm Gordon was making
for. She is certainly the same “widow Van der Westhuizen'
of the farm known as Klipvlei and who was described by
the missionary John Campbellin 1813, In his account too
she appears to have been a lady of spirit. telling Campbell
that she had travelled ther with Francois le Vaillant to
the Cape and had ‘given him a good drubbing with a sam-
buck . . . for speaking improperly of her daughters’ The
missionary added: "She is a tall and still strong woman,
though in her 75th year” Understandably, no mention of
this alleged sjambok-beating from the lady appears in Le
Vaillant's account!'®

A few days later, on 24 July, Gordon's interest in the cus.
toms and practices of the "Hottentots” is aroused by an
encounter with a man in the foothills of the Kamiesherg,
He is described as one of the ‘Kleine Namaguas, meaning
that he lived south of the Orange (The Groote Nama-

quas’ were the tribes that lived north of the river)
¥
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Cine of the Kleine Mamaquas has the knucklebone of & small
buck on his dight kand. 1owas ded onto him by the kind of sor-
cereT they call kai ouw or Garap at Wilsclur's keial. A hate had
been worked through it The Carap bad dreamed thar Canseep
would become skck. He therefore went 1o kim and made camie
for him, which means o make lucky and did it so well that the
danger was warded ofl. This is & different ceremony Iram dno
when a man i5 ‘made or ‘made different’. It is when plssing by
the old howentods 1s regarded as firing (ot at their weddings as
hias been said) 't He wears it round bis hand onidl i drops off
He then sticks i doam @ mouse hole, believing it would be
unfucky for bim if someone were 1o find his kaucklebane (it is
thie same kind cur children use when they play khucklebanes)
At these ceremonies they slaughter something or other which
they et and finksh, all wogether. While making dre they have 1o
carry the peritonewm round cheir necks,

The next day, referring once more to Simon van der Stel’s
expedition of 1685, Gordon describes the mountain
known today as Vyemonds se Berg;

It is certainly the mountain of The forty eight days’ ride,
although [make it higher than Table Mountain. Perhaps van der
Sl said ‘the mountin range 48 days’ ride [rom the Cape’
because in the beginning of the Colony they were not able o
tide s far in ane du:,r hecause of the raads. .|'|.|1]1.-|:||.|g].1 I hawve now
been travelling for nearly four weeks, an East Indiaman witha |
good wind could easily sail chis distance in teenty-four hours

The quotanion here is from the Jesuit missionary and scien.
tist, Father Guy Tachard, who had met Simon van der Stel
at the Cape in 1685 and 1686 while travelling to and from
China and Siam. Gordon had cerainly read the account
of his stay at the Cape, contained in Tachards Baok

30, Ellenboogloniein near presend-day Kamdeskmon —
a haven to Govdon and many other fravellers
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Vioyage de Siam which was published in 168g, We know
this because Gordon alludes vo the book and the 48 days'
ride in an inscription 10 be found on his ‘great map' (no
3 in the Gordon Atlas),

g.‘;tntm"}'.ﬂh :jjuT}r 775, Gordon artived athis ficst real
‘base’ on this journey, It was the farm Ellenbooglontein
belonging to Hermanus Engelbrechr, situated %six kilo-
metres WEW of Kamieskroon and one kilometre S5W
of the present farmstead of Ellenbocglontein’, according
to Professor Forbes 13
Paterson had rejoined Gorden on 23 July and they had
travelled together to the larm which was another of those
havens mentioned by traveller after traveller. A few years
later Le Vaillant wais to write of this place: ‘1 received
many redal proek of Mendship, and experienced some
degree of pleasure. We drank punch, we had music, and
the greater part of every night was spent in dancing ™
Neither Gordon nor Patersen mentioned such Festivities,
but both of them made drawings of the farm which wasto
become their base for the next pan of the journey
Of Hermanus Engelbrecht Gerdon wrires: "He has a
Christian wife, crops, and lives in a walled house’ The
fact that the wile was Christian almost certainly meant
that she was white. (As we shall see from a later entry in
the journal concerning the Farmers of this area, this was
sornewhar unosual 14

6

At Ellenboogiomein Gordon was again subject toa high
fewver. This had been brought on by a septic wound when
‘something potsoncus” had stung him in his rght leg on
the night of 22 July. He treated i, he tells us, by placing
beeswax ‘on the swelling where | was bitten, having
bathed it there in warm vinegar first’, His entry on 26 July
records the Thigh fever” but also adds ‘my leg is drawing
well and is somewhat beiter’. On the 27th he mentions
putting a plaster on the leg, saying laconically 'l was bet-
ter’. He alsa tells us that he rode For four hours that same
day, =0 perhaps it is not surprising that in his entry for the
28th he remarks: ‘Had a fever vesterday and today” How-
ever, no further mention is made of the illness other than
on the 3oth when he writes finally that he is ‘much better”

The only point to be made here is that the painful,
septic leg and the high temperature did nothing o stop
Gordon from engaging vigorously in 2 wide range of
activities during this period at Ellenboogiontein, as his
journal well testifies On 26 July, for example, we have
this entry:

Engelbrecht ook me in his horsecart to the Lange Klip where
my wagons were Took two howurs, Found here a runaway Swede
called Vicar who was a year with the Mamaquas, He claims o
be the cousin of Merchant Hasselgreen of Amsterdam, He was
formerly a schoolmaster in the Swart- and Sneeuwherg Ran
away from the Cape seven years ago but has now gota pardon
He was thirty days’ jpurney up the right bank of the river, His
pocmnt iz an the reverse side. He had the skinof 2 female ginﬂ’e
with him.



Founad Mr. Paterson here again and we ate together.

Originaily stationed at the Cape asa clerk o the Dutch East
India Company’s hospital, Wikar (the usual spelling) had
incurred heavy gambling debts. According o E. E.Mos-
sop, the editor of the English translation of Wikar's
pocount (of which there are several versions'®), "Over-
come by shame and desperate, he deserted the Com-
pany’s service on April gth, 1774 and fled o the Orange,
admirring later that he had not antcipared ‘all the peril
and wrerchedness 1 must encounter during the 4 years
and & months | remained undetected”.'® After writing a
petition 1o the governor, Wikar was evenrually pardoned
and it was on his journey back 1o the Cape that Gordon,
with great good fortune, encountered him.

Gordon took immediate sdvantage of this meering 1o
questbon Wikar on the tribes and wopography of the country
he intended exploring, as did Paterson: The English trans-
lation of the account has this o say of the occasion:

Mr Gordon came - the following day | . . to see my curiosities
andd 1o get information about some matters which might be we-

ful to that gentleman on the jowrney he had begun. [ did all in
Y POWET i my 5|:r|:||;|-!= way b he ol service tothis Fntlﬂnnﬂ. 17

As will he seen during the course of this journey, Gor-
don made thorowgh use of Wikar's written and spoken
HE L1 {9H5

Despite continued fever, Gordon persisted in visiting
various Namagua senlements around Ellenboogfontein,
recording what he saw with mantfest interese and plea-
sure. On the same day that he met Wikar he wrote:

Again heard a tale from one Chiel Cupido, saving that the evil
spirits are angry with the Kleine Namaguas and that the Hare
has zaid thare they must die and stay dead and that be has wld
a liz about this Therefore he must summen the gowaaps of cer-
tain spirits in order that they shouldYome over the sea together,
with all their ivestock and animals. For this reason they have s
strong feeling of hate for the Hare

At their Comd or good-fortune-making neither children nor
winman join in the eating

Cupido had some kniecklebones around his right hand and
lnia I'i.EI'II: ]r_g

It is inreresting to find thar this same rale' oF 4 version of
it, was recorded in 1875, and again as late as 197"
The next day he was off again:

1 went 1o Chiel Wiltschuts kraal with ithe Chiel The kraal lur:
guartet of an hoor off the road. It consisied of nine straw — or
rather mat — huts: There were about flty men, women and chil-
dren. Observed that those who had the moss children had mot
e than four and that each man had only cne wile Saw o
women from the Groote Mamagua Land. Martied here Each
had the first joint of the rghe-hand linde finger curoff. They said
that their parents had done this when they were still young -
lor beawiy, Bur when this ook place there was a slaughtering:
therefore a ceremony. They sabd that this was not done by every-
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one, Some said it was done becawse they were ill, & a way
of hloodlesing '

On 2g July Gordon had a musical interfude:

Enguired abmut the Amaguas but was 1old that the Kleine-
Mamacguas and the Amagquas are thee same; that there are, apart
from Wiltschart, four more chiels and tha this whole tribe con-
sists of aboat Bour hundred men, women and children. Rone of
these people cut oot a testicle or a finger-joint # Heard however
from a Groote Namagua that some of his people did do this,
sometimes because of illness. Another said: so that they can run
faster. These Namagquas make long pipes from reed or thorn-
tree hark, and then block it at one end 5o that only one note is
produced when they blow in from the wop Each has a longer or
shorter pipe thus producing a different note. Then they form
themselves into a circle and each in wen Blows his note, fike
threshers or smiths, and it goes very pleasantly. They maintain
a sort of melody while dancing, or rather bending very low
{which is their manner of dancing) while stamping on the beat
and turning, while others, just as with the Caffers jump around
them singing and clapping hands all the while. They pour milk
into their Autes to keep them moist and sound. The tone comes
out mostly as 3 minor third {which sounds much like a quarter
tone) but there is lintle diversiny

Ml saer A giura which was as tall as | was, and in the plal:end
a bird's feather guill at the top, 2s with the other Hotlentots, it
had a thinly scraped cattle horn. ! They make a sound on this
which, though softer, is just like the nodse one gets on a second
attempt at learning the french horn

fﬂn 30 July 1779, feeling ‘much beter’, Gordon set off on
Bis jourmey 1o the mouth of the Onmnge One wagon,
‘under the supervision of my rusty Hottentot liekd', was
sent due north; in other words, it went on the road tha
had been taken by ather travellers 1o the river and which
was relatively well known. Gordon rode west and north-
west to the seashore,

A curious and revealing episode completes the enery for
this day. Once more it concerns the ineptinede of Patep-
son, Apparently some sont of challenge was involved con-
eerning Gordon's high-spirited horse Snel’. Ineviably it
is Paterson wha falls into a dirch, luckily not hurting him-
sell. But why does Gordon always tell these odd stories
ahout the 5cat? 50 often, when Paterson is mentioned, he
ks made to look a foal

Gordon left without Paterson and his parry, though he
does not say so. The agreement, acmrding 1o Parersom,
was to travel separately. Characteristically, Gordon says
nothing of the dangers ahead. Thus, in order o ger some
iden of the sirwatdon awaiting the travellers, it is worth
quoting from Paterson's account.

W were much advised by the narives not o proceed, thar we
had 2n uninhabited desert 1o pass where tsere was neither man
nor beast 1o be seen and grear scarciey of water and hardly a
blade of grass wo support our canle. We hewever resolved w go
as far as possible so we agreed one w0 go a few days belore the
other and If possible w meet st the mouth of the Great River.
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Accordingly, Captain Gordon parted with us and proceeded on
his intended journey entirely without a guide, all che natives
refusing 1o accompany us, 2

Guide or po guide, on 3 July, the second day out, Gorden
in fact becomes positively lyrical for a few lines before
returning 1o his vsual sober narrative mode;

We found it warmer at first and the country on all sides blazed
with Howers, the most beawtiful colours in the world: yellow
oxalis, orange arciotis, red, yellow and bloish-purple meseim-
bryanthemums eic. There were many Kokerbooms (agave) in
bloom here, (Thers were three kinds of geramiom). We called
this place the Floraas- or Bioeme Klood, Afver 8 seven and a half
our joumey came to-a spring but a Hottentot sabd it was not the
Kooks Fontein which we were rving to reach, He was mistaken
however, We therefore wenn on travelling for & further seven
hours along an wneven track and beside a dry rivales Evenu-
ally we found a fairly good supply of water and so we made
camp. Shot a hare and my dog caught a porcupine, all the dogs
gerring themselves badly wounded from its quills. Because our
servants complained of hunger, | called this place Honger Kloof
We slaughrered a sheep for them Everywhere sandy, poor
karoo-country. Brack water as well,

It was no accident, of course, that Gordon was able to pro-
vide mutton for his servants at Honger Kloof. All expedi-
tions into the interior had domestic stock travelling with
the wagons. As we know from these journals, as well as
other accounts before and after Gordon, game was by no
means always available for the pot.

The first week's travelling to the vicinity of Grootmis
(Gordon's ‘Renoster kop') passed without any unvoward
incidents or undue hardship. Gordon, however, is inde-
fatigably active and meticulous in writing down his obser-
vations in the journal. Early on he mentions his fears that,
without his guidance, the wagons would overturn. A1 the
same time the horSes get lost, but this does not prevent
him noting that he ‘Caughet an animal thar looks like a
field mouse. Called it an elephant mouse because it had
a long, very flexible trunk or snout’® Larer, with the ris-
ing of the moon, rwo "Hottentots' are sent to rack the
horses and we are told that Pienaar and his servants are
off hunting elephants. From this entry, and from many
other similar ones occurring throughout the journal, it is
evident that Pienaar’s main role was to provide meat for
the party. This would have freed Gordon to concentrate
more vigorously on his scientific activities and explains
— at least in part — why he was able to make longer and
more detailed journal entries

Om 3 August they came to the 'Groote Sand River (called
the Kouwsie) — now named the Buffels River = but, he
records dourly, ‘All water in these parts barely quenches
one’s thirst’ because it is sweet’ but ‘brack’. He comments
oo on the presence of lions, And still interested in the
geology of the area, he continues to make his familiar ob-
servations based on Buffon, The shells fascinate him too:

After an hour's ride heard the sea in the west. Bode down the

78

Abor, 32, Em'pnhmh.l:: sdyeras
{alse known as "Hoitemiot ﬁg'jl and n_g'i'l.t. 33, Sarcacaulon Nhericien
{iflen referred to s Bushmank candles],

river and fownd Pinar and his servants on s rise and saow the sea
hardly an hour's ride away from me. Found many shells on these
tidhged and though some appeared v be ses-wrack many of them
sewitied o have been brought here by people or babooms Alsa
heeard that shore-Homentots had spent sofme e hete ™ They
eal amly whale oF shellfish. There were alao big heaps of shells,
poa recenl o have been lefi over from the dime when the sea was
here. Found whitksh, chalky soll and salty, white earth and the
ponck is moow beglnning ve lie in strata. Many of these very brittle
and sandy, and althowgh they lean wo the MW thedr angles fit
ineo one another. Found the inose stones very hard; much peb-
ble and quartz in same so than if one sirikes them they sound
like an amvil. Because it was gesting kate, retwrmed 1o the wagons
which were in camp a good hour from the shore.



Cine ol our Hottentots found a dead elephant cow and calf. He
brouaght the tesks along, each of which weighed about twelve
porunds. Saw many elephant wracks and the slides where they
descend [rem higher places, slipping down on their heels.
M.B. the front teeth el eland etc., are loose. Found the river water
bester here than higher up

e August he again meets up with Paterson near the site
of present-day Grootmis/Kleinsee. Two days later he re-
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fers 1o abundant signs of there having been Strandlopers
im the area and thar they have seen jackal traps and huts
made out of right whale bones as they rravel along an ele-
phant track, mostly NNW, Course always beside the seal
Bur of the facr that they are hnding the journey heavy
going Gordon gives only the barest hint — asin his feeting
comment on their making camp "aler ten hours” difficul
travelling for the oxen’. In contrast, Paterson’s account is
much more dramatic. He alks of ‘the most barren coun-
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¥4 A pache-ox ladem ffor @ jourmey

ey | ever saw several of our Howentons mmp],a‘inr,d anl
wanted much o return’

O such mavers Gordon has nothing o say Neverthe-
less, he has plenty wo observe, He had wrinen earlier of the
Howers: “mesembryanthemums and euphorbias and a
beawriful kind of red ixia’. Mow he mwros to a wild, local
inhabitant and o larks, among other matters:

A Howentot, culled Pedro by the farmers, said there was fresh
water around here but we could not find it because of the dark
Shared aut the little water that we had brought along in a barrel
Berween these two places there was not & drop of water w be
had. Atthe top of the Keuswsie mouth there is 2 small spring, half
an hour's walk awly, In the dark a hyena came close o the
wagon and my dogs caught held of it but before we could get 10
it with our guns it was gone,

Pedro the Hottentot has the wildest appearance one can
imagine. He was utterly amazed at my spyalass, compass and
watch. Van Reenen said | knew by my watch whether he had pue
us on the right road to water He said that in order to see this
proved he wanted 10 go the wrong way but when | showed him
the compass and how the needie still showed our course, through
deviation, he was greatly astonished,

Oy one of our servants could easily converse with him. Al-
thowgh it is still the Hottentot language, it is a differens dialece.

This is a very poor region. Found seashells everywhere,
apparently brought by Hottentots. Went hunting but saw nath-
ing except a steenbok In the morning 1 heard the fluccer of
win_gj: larks @ in the {'.ap-_' but none of them were SINEINg a5
:Iu.-g.' do in the interior. Saw mountain swallows at the Kouwsie,
Theseais H':r]m-hcn’: VETY :hnp]:!}' amd | can see some low rocks
a few musket shots from the shore

As the two parties made their way nomhwards, Gordon
frequently referred to ‘slow travelling” and to the "heavy

Bo

going’ nature of the journey. Water was a continual prob-
lem for beast and man alike. Bur there were signs that
other people had been on the shore ahead of them. Pedro,
who seems to have been acting as some sort of guide, told
them that the tracks they saw were of ‘Hunting Bushmen'
and that these people had drunk all the water”

Onthe evening of 12 Aupust Gordon wrote that the oxen
would not move because they had no water and had been
travelling in deep sand. However, they did ind water che
next day at a camp which he called Diepe Kloof® and
which has been identified as a point on the dry bed of the
Holgat River, some ten kilometres inland and about thiny
kilometres to the north of Port Molloth . Here they had to
dig out the sand. so allowing the water to seep into the
hale they had made. It was a slow process and the teams
of oxen had to drink in turn, one after the other. They had
had no water for hfty howrs.

On the night of 14 Auguse, still at Diepe Kloof', Paterson
was in trouble again: ‘Last night about twelve oclock, it
being my watch, they called for help from Paterson’s tent.
Found him nearly unconscious and very ill, but after
heavy vomiting he became better. He had, against my
advice, drunk too much water when hot and thirsty and
then caten a piece of very [t mution.

Typically, Gerdon had ne personal comment o make
on this incident — neithera hint of pity, nor irritation, nor
even humour in his aceount. Paterson himself, inciden-
tally, says nothing of this overindulgence in his entry for
the same day.

The parties trekked on again, though Gordon once more
writes of the 'weariness’ ol his oxen, But they were close to
the ‘Great River’ now, Gordon and Pagerson climbed rwo
hills which were named the Twee Gebroeders™ by Gor-
don, and he was able to estimate that the smaller hill was
three miles frorm the mouth of the rver. He named the
“valey’ or vlei where they camped after Count Charles
Bentinck of Sorgvliet #



fﬁ next day, 17 August 1770, they rode up to the steep
southern bank’ of the Orange. 1t is worth quoting the
entire entry for the day in order to once again experience
thiz lively mind with its non-hierarchical variety of inter-
ests — a mind which, despite the momentous nature of
the occasion, can pay as much attention to the habits of
the ostrich as o the rver itself:

Fine weather SE wind Therm. 5i-74-60

Departed at daybreak o give the horses water since they have
had none for Bfty howrs; also 1o have a good drink mysell. Mr,
Paterson and van Reenen rode with me and as we came over the
rise an astrich Sprg up anwd we [oumd a pest with g fresh B,
Since mr:,lthi.ng i% e scarce i was a greal leasure vt s oy b
The ne=t was a roand r.||:r_': mr.rptd in the sand, round and ten
feet in diameter, raised =|j'|:|.]1.'r.'|'r' in the middie. Here in 2 shallow
lictle hallow were 22 e where the male had been 5-'||:|.1|15
Around this hare Iﬂ;l:\-.- ar circle there was another circolar r.idEc
as thu:.ugh q[ug out to the :l-.-.[ll:h of a hand [dn.u:- :urruunding
the nesid and n this In:.r twelve e ltis said they z|m:,r:. kup
these o [n-d I;hrlr VIR with when I:|.'|r'|.' ire lul:-r.h:'d Th.f:,r
gay that one can find up ta By, even moere in a dnglr neg
where five or six females pach sit, Some say that when the
female has hatched some of ker eggs she goes off with the chicks
and ralls the remaining epps into the nest; and that they do not
feed their young with those of ather females which have been
kefit im the nest.

Omice over these rises we came upon country as hard az gravel
with small, sharp, hard pebbles. They were of svery kind of
cobour and facer also meany beautiful geraniums (spinosa). Lgly,
barren country everywhers, We saw some zebra and two spring-
ok W have seen hardly any game as lange as this since lemang
the Cape, though we have seen tracks, Wounded a zebra bt it
gor away. We saw that the land rises across the river and that it
Inas the same sandy appearance as the place where we were. Saw
seven fresh lion tracks and after hall an howr's ride from the
wagons arrived at the river, This is the same river that [ was ar
in Decembrer1777and which has its source to the Moerth, beyond
the Caffers. [t was low and abour four hundred paces wide, not
flowing fast and with @ steep southern bank. There are large
sand-banks wich a few small thorn and willow mees, We found
elephant and lion macks, Cooked one of our osirich eops. We
buried e rest in the ground and lefr a coat on some piled up
shirubs ar the nest a5 a matk for our wagon, should it pass this
wiy. Went a shor distamce up the river, betting the horses graze
the meagre grass that was there

Wi imagined that we could see a band of wild people s0 we
recurnied to the horses, having but one gun with us Then we
rode 10 the place but found thas our eves had deceived us We
Tead sought sa hard for variows stones and had been staring so
intently thar our eyes grew dim from looking at the sand (also
from the armospheric phenomensn common in these regions)
In this way we made several blunders which we had to laugh
ahout. Because we were waiting impasiently and in vain for our
wagons, it knowing whether they would make camp below or
ahove us, rode up to the rise but saw nothing more than a herd
ol eland When n'.:'ning_ [el] thecelore, we decided to ride across
the rnunl;r:.rgidg_ first to the west o ook for the WagnT tracks,
and then st the shore to turn sast and do the same thi.nu. Ml
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Paterson saw the wagons at a great distance but becaese we had
all seen so many optical illusions this day we could not be sure
wntil 1 lound the tracks close beside the shore Soom alter this we
found the WRFIS umEu:d. clase ta the rver where i makes a
large marsh one hour rom the mowth. This mash rh:nF
:ru'npl:t:l:,r at hig_h tiche when it is ome and a kall hoors’ wide,
with an island ;Fm.ll the beft bank. At ebbatide however it runs
very shallow, T:'-'ﬂl'ing mmarny sand-banks and one can then RO
to the island on foot S lar as 1 can discover the sea breaks
strongly at the mouth and the opening is not wide. Found many
water-fow| here; p:Ein:n.; ducks, o different kindsof Ham‘ing-u
ete. To our astonishment we [ound that the water was weTy
sweret, thnus}n ﬂh]:-ing and ﬂm’.intl; :I:mngh'. It :u:rFri.i.:d me that
| saw o hippl:.!pntamm and nnt‘:,r one antmal [-n-nl-]'.!ri'r:l:; hiowe-
EVET th::n: is ot maech o « gn here

En:rusht the boat o the waker, hotited ithe Prinee’s |"|:|.E and we
drank to the health of His Highness. We bade welcome to the
river towhich | gave tis name in 1777- Said more 1,'.I:II'II:EI'I.'I|.I'I_EI. the
welfare of the Company, and all done to the accompaniment
of some shots, We have still heard nothing from Pinar and his
four Hottentots from Goewaap, A stff NW wind this evening,
Sky overcast

What is so bafling here is that the main episode of the
day — a day of grear historical importance — is given
remarkably little prominence, with the actual ceremony
on the river restricted to a few Tines, Worse stll is the
clumsy and off-hand way in which Gordon describes the
event. Yet it must have been s wonderful sight 1o see
These travellers and explorees in a small boar, drinking
toasts to the Prince of Orange while the Dag was hoisted
abowve them and the strange, wide African river rolled by
as evening closed in. ‘All done,’ says Gordon, o the
accompaniment of some shots” And that is that,

This episode is arguably the high point of Gordon's
exploring career, but the drama of it must be created in
our imaginations, for Gordon gives only the facs.

Itis interesting to be able to compare Gordon's entry for
this day with that of Paterson. On the whole, Paterson's
prose 15 austere and matter-of-fact, but next (o Gordon's
his account seems positively eloquent. Paterson writes:

Al ten in the forenoon we arrived ar the river which seemed an
omce o be @ new creation o us. W had been nime davs before
crossing a dry salory desers where no living animal was 1o be
seen and during which ume our canle had had no water bur
rwice Wi here unsaddled our horses and refreshed ourselves by
the side of the river under the shadow of o willow which hung
aver the banks , . .

By contrast, Gordon scarcely alludes o the hardships
that they had been through, and he cenainly has ne
phrase like Paterson's new creation' to offer us.

The lasa entry of the day concerns Plenaar who had
gone ofl five days earlier and had not returmed. It is
strange that this is Gordon's first mention of the fact and
that he makes no reference 1o being worried about the
missing hunter. He merely states that he has 'heard noth-
ing' from him, Paterson, on the other hand, voiced his
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33, The ‘moggel’ or mad maller {Labeo umbeats)
= i compann Cape fish found in river mouths,

alarm several times in his journal, saying on 15 August:
‘By this time we lost all hopes of ever secing them”

It is evident that the absence of Pienaar and his four
Hottentots in fact caused great anxicty in the party How-
ever, when they arrive the next day, Gordon merely
records ‘our jov', but Paterson is a great deal more graphic
about the event: 'Mr Pinar arrived with three of the Hot-
tentots who were dreadful to look at . . . their eyes were
sunk in their heads and appeared more like dead than
living ones.

The fourth ‘Hottentor’ servant, whom they had given up
for dead, arrived the next day = ‘to our grear joy' says
Gordon. However, it is worth noting that Gordon records
refreshing the man *withatotand . . . food 1o ear’. It is from
small details like this that we can see that Gordon had
the welfare of these people very much at heart. It was
simply not part of his personality, however, to say this in
his journal

.:_i:'"_:. might be expected, once at the river, Gordon threw
himself into a number of activities. Food for the party was
his first concern;

Wi started Rshing, At frst we did ot seem likely to succeed
becase af the strong wind and marbuletice of the water but on
thi second cast ||:|[1J'|: ﬂE!§ we -:‘:ihﬂhl EI‘I.IE.I'I.I.EI'J Fivt all iiar P:nph.
This caused great rejoicing, the catch consisting of so-called
harders wnd soime barbel ™ I his hunger, my dog Kelser swam
over tothe sand-bank where we were fishing and greedily ate up
& live fish, surely for che first dme in his Hife

On 10 August he explored the mouth in his boat, ingeni-
ously converting a wagon tent to make a sail They did
some more fishing and Gordon examined the mature of
the river sand, fascinated by certain ruby-like particles
which he observed under his microscope. He did not

fa

neglect to take bearings on both the Twee Gebroeders and
‘the northern tip of the river mouth’ On returning
camp he ‘received the good news that our Hottentots had
shot a zebra and that they had found 12 ostrich eggs. 50
now, once more, both dogs and men had food

[t was on 20 August, the following day, that Gordon had
his first encounter with the Strandlopers. As noted earlier
in the chapter, this account of their meeting is full of
interest, with moments of real drama and tension created
by Gordon, despite himself, through a quickening rempo
in style. As this was a significant episode in the journey,
the whole entry for this day now follows.

Therm. 48-sg-52 Fine weather SE wind. Dew tonight, Missy
in the n':ni.nﬂ and the wind at the sea was a[p:in a fresh
B Cromsed the river 1o see how things looked on the other
side and 1o see whether we could rack down amy 'Pl:p'ph-_
There is a sandbank in the mouth which lies right in the wary,
It took us more than hall an hour 1o eross the fver because
agur hoat ]-u:l:t on running agmund ot the sandbanks, There
were cleven of us in it and we had w kﬂp oM jum]’.ring o
to Lifi i, With owr fu]'l:i:rks el we were much oo hzn':.r fmr
the boat, thus making our journey dcross dangerous. Once
on the other side aur pﬂ.‘lplz WenRE ﬁihit‘lﬁ. Belore this, on the
sancdbank in the river we mhade one cast and mlahl [ Talnito
harders. M Paterson and | went diue north into the country,
a Hottetitod 28 well a8 o young Koettlel came with us, It
wias low-lving country; the soil of clay, with a few senall fleshy
shrubs Thereafler the soil at the fiver was entirely sand, with-
ot any water: There were low dunes on our lef-hand side
(Resin is given off by Cacarivas). After we had been going
far an hour we came o 4 rain-water marsh Beside this we
Tound the somall and large [oppring of people, very redh. We
also found Lange, dey, washed-up rees here Soil had been
washed over these and shrubs were growing on therm; this
means that the rver must have been very high some years
back or that there was a heavy storm at sea. We followed the
foorprines which led wo the dunes, being most curous 1w see
these people



Wi first set our course a short hall hour landwards and then
nurned once more towards the dunes in arder o get there belore
them. When we reached the dunes we lound a well-modden
reack and saw frst one and then three of the wild people rsing
from the ground. After looking at ws for 8 moment, they dashed
off, like deer. In order to stop them | stond and waved my hag as
kard as | could bac thiey ran down the dune and along the shore.
Uspon this | sent my Hotteniot after them, with a gun, but he
could mot carch up with them, We then followed the fooipath
which brought us fight m their huts, where we found cheir fire
burming and a puppy which, though very yvoung, was very vicious

There was one lirge hot, different from the kind the Hoten-
115 malke, with two high doors o rather openings facing east
It was made of wood (washed-up trees, right-whale or whale
rits) and was thawched with grass and undergrowth, very warm.
In same there were § 70 10 sleeping places on which lay dassic
and jackal skins. The other bt was smaller and had only one
opening and had ver another place made for siting in the day-
tiene. They were afl in a row and joined together se that one wall
served fior two, There were pouches made of skins hanging in
the huts and horns {Canna or Cape eland) with bochu amd Far
and a pot made of baked carth. There were many ostrich egg-
shefls, some empty, some Alled with water in store, and the
fireplace was in the middle of the hut, which was not quine high
erough for a man to stand wpright. They had souck dry, washed-
up trees b0 frone of the door and on the branches were anging
pieces of raw right-whale mear which they had cun off They
broil or cook this for their food We found rwo, beauribully
dressed seal-skins
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We left everything in the same place and in order to get these
people to come and talk decided 1o lesve them something &5 a
present;, (o place (v there and o come back the following day.
Having brought nothing, | cural] the copper bumons off my coat,
save one, and added these to the copper dnderbaxes which Me
Paterson and the Horeneot had placed on a skin where these
peopie were drying herhs, sueh as bachy, in the sun. 1 also lefi
a plece of biscukt, which we had baked, next o them

Belore we decided vo go, however, | ordered the Homenton 1o
make a fire in frone of the huts so chat we could firss cook and
eat an ostrich egg which we had browghe for food. (Fiest one
makes a hole In the top, since otherwise the expanding air
wiould make it burst apen viclently, then 11 15 cooked in the
shell, as though in a por. Having done this one makes s spoon
from & plece of the shell and one eats x thus in the Hotenoe
manner } Afver we had cooked the egg and were busy eaning we
saw thees of the wild people coming on e a dune not so very far
from ws Omce mote | waved and sent the Howmentot o dsem,
Lerting him show them tha we had no gun, by throwing off his
sheepskin and holding his hands high. The Howmemor was
frightened o go near them so | encouraged him by loading my
gun and showing thar | was on the aler for the wild people;
tthiey liad bovws and arrows and thick assegais, 7w 8 feet long).
He went rather refuccantly wwards them and when he reached
themn, they all sardown. After we had spent some time waiting
Paterson said he would like o accompamy mee to them withous

36, Exquius sebira {mountain mln) was indjgenous
to the Cirange River reglon in Gordon's day
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taking a gun; however | Judged it more prodent that one of us
should keep the gun because they could surprise us by coming
froms behind the dune. Whereupon the Boranist seaved witls the
s and D went up (o the Toor of the hill with a bonle and a g
held high in my hands. Finding thar thelr number had grown 1o
sevent, and judging bt insdvisable o go amengst these people
without a gun, | sent Koerkel to them with a bortle and a jug in
arder 1o make them a present of some brandy but he came back
and said they did nor know what (v was and did not samt w
drink it Upon this | sent himowith a dnderbox, a Ao and a fing-
stone (about which they also knew nothing) for the chiel [ said
that two of them shoald come 10 me withour weapons seeing
thiat 1 o had no weapon. Whlle they were talbing 1w each other,
| sy some more of the wild people on a dune v my lef-land
side. Aler Koerikel had delivered hils message, two of them
carne down withowl weagons. In the meantimne another, who at
closer hand tarned our 1o be & woman, was jabbering most vio-
lenily on top of the dune, pointing with her hands w the river,
When 1 saw that they had voluniarily baid down their weapons
1 wenit aut b meet them and found the three men suspicious
and [rghtened. But the women were talkative and mertier. They
had a child with thern thar appeared 1o be the baseard of 8 slave
(s lager found otherwise ) because his lake was cirlier than the
Hotentoas', it was still howeser, woolly. Bur closer saw thar this
was from befing smeared, There was also something differeni
ahout his featnires,

37 ‘Bushman' and 'Hotlestsl weapons
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These creatures had the same posture and shape 25 Bushmen
{their deess ere.) e teelr teeth are shor and bad. Thedr women
o carry ostrkeh shells flled with saer injust such fets, alse
wiood. 1 couwmed that one of them was carrying 24 full shells on
bt back. Gave them the aforementoned bunons amd they
immediately became bolder, but they would drink no bramdy
even though [ did so fust. Gave them some tobacos which they
smoked ou of cur Honentos' plpes (Bater romm a buffalo hern
LEIEnE waler ],

S we all went wygettser vo thedr hus and we showed them that
wit lad lef evervihing ino order, and chey were happy abouoe this.
[hey speak a Hoventor dialecy of which owr Homenvms were
able vo wnderstand a fair amoune. One woman showed us the
belly of her hushand He had been wounded with a kwife by
Hoeuenes from the other side ol the river a boog tme age That
was why they distrusted people from the other séde and why
they had been frighrened of us. Told thens thar they should not
Fear us bt thar they should go with us; 1 alse said we had noghe.
ing now with us w give them. They sald yes, that they had
already seen us yesterday on the other side of the fver and that
they were uiterly astonshed at our boar amd (s sails (a first they
ek bt for an aniemal). Pound a plece of deal there They said
they found it on the beach, but thar deey had never seen a ship,
One of their women was born in Klelne Mamagua Land and she
had seen Duchmen and guns before — as a result she was
[rightened vo touch my gun.

Asked them il there was warer lurther norch or a river, They
said Mo, and tha they had always lived here and that they had
gone far along the shore in search of food. But they knew of no
other P-:npl:, swch as Bushmen, :Ilﬂu'l.;q the Hiver. Th:].' all had
wvery short, flat, small teeth and only one young lellow had good
ores and his were rather small OF sverage higure and thin. Teo
wornen had the first joint cut off their leli-hand little hnger.
Th::,ruid. that this was because of ' Other I'-'IJ.kirl.E" orCaniewhen
they were ill. Gave each of them a European name which they
were pleased about and they laughed They had their wool
plaited: one of them as though it was a2 wig in curders — with
thom-wood pins. Some also with lietle pig-tails. They had a few
beads and copper ear-rings which they said they had had lor a
long time, passed down from hand o hand.

Their chief was a young fellow, his nose [rightully dishgured
by alion He had an uncle, o mpother, a wife and children. He was
called Eoet, his mother is also called Koet. His father had also
been the chiel of this band. The people that used to live on this
siche of the river died owt bue for rwo women who are now hece
They denied that it was through eating poisoned fish, but they
saidd that once one of their girls had died from eaing what had
been washed up {they called it this ‘evil spirit’), The uncle was
called Hanni, the other ane Cabesl, the women — Camaz, San
ga, MNauta, and Carouta. Four other of their menfolk were ous
hunsing and some of thelr wives and children did not dare
approdch us. They had a puppy and an old bitch, black amd vel-
lerw, miuch resembling a ackal. They showed me twe beautifully
dressed seal-skins. Exchanged the one for the last butten that |
had on e from of my coat and | cut off anocher rom my sleeve
in order to obtain a skin for Mr. Paterson,

Weent along the shore o the Morthern side of the mowth, fol-
Forwed by nine of these people. Took beanngs on the shore: MW
by M. as far as | can see. The sea is very rough for half an hour



out frem the shore, though | could see no rock and the shore is
completely sandy without shells. Returned 10 our fishermen
feliowing the mght bank of the river, completely certain now
that mio skifl or boat could ever enter here, because the breakers
are 100 rough and stan too far out, Alse, when the river is full it
fiows out too far. The greatest depth in the river was two and a
hinkf farhom bast this did not Last for long,. When we reached our
fishermen, who had caught a Bir amount of hardess, 1 gave the
wild people some fish which they first grilled and then ate 1
ordered another cast to be made o that they returned to their
Iuts with some fish, very happy, and they promised to cross the
river o us next day.

Because the party was eleven strong and had caught mamy
fish, we started back for the camp leaving our net on the bank,
the moon shining now, Mist began to come up and because
wie had 1o pass many sandbanks, the boat being heavily laden
with no free-board, the crossing over was dangerous. At times
we shipped water on account of the rippling of the rver but
guided by the fires on the bank towards which 1 steered we did
ar last, El:.rl;unaﬂrl].-, reach our CAmp; but oot without often

golng aground,
Ites wETY ha'_":,r ;L:m_g.!hl.- shore I:hnn.g}l the weather is fine

Iﬁ"‘hc: Gordon, Paterson and their two servams had reached
the deserted huts of the Strandlopers, bt s interesting how
much detail the journal gives us, not just about the
encampment but also of such matters as ‘the puppy
which though very young was very vigious' It is asthough
Gordon does not wish to forget or leave out anything that
happened on this day.

The impulse to cut off all the copper buttons on his coat
save one is indeed unforgettable and reveals a spon-
ganeity in Gordon not eften found in the journals It also
shows us how very engrossed he was in genting o know
this new group of people, and anxious oo that they
should have some present as a witness of his good Faith
But it is also characterstic of Gordon that, having
described this dramatic gesturehe immediately goes on
o explain how they cooked an ostrich egg in its shell,
This detail is also important for him and the story must
wait while he discusses this mater

He notes that once contact has been made with the
Strandlopers — not without suspicion and due caution
on both sides — it is the women who are “talkative and
mermier’. Gordon and his party are clearly adept at con-
vincing the wibe of their good intentions, and all appre-
hension is soon forgotten.

As incident succeeds inchdent, and derail follows detail,
It is casy o lorger what an extraoedinary encounter this
was Forall, bar one, of the tribespeople this was their first
sight af white men, and for Gerdon and his party this was
their first meeting with the Strandlopers — a type of peo-
ple linle known until then. Although Gordon does not
comment directly on this aspect, his awareness of the fact
15 mamifested in the length and detail of his entries re-
garding this band.

There is a drawing of these people and of their huts in
Gordon's great map. ! It even shows their dogs and a dead
beached whale in the background with the ‘wild people

T THE MOUTH OF THE OHRANGE RIVER

feeding off it (see page 118). He calls them ‘Strand Bosje-
mans’ or ‘Sea-shore Bushmen, adding that they are ‘fish-
eiting and Hunter-Hottentots'.

The Strandlopers continued to fascinate Gordon and it
is fair 1o assume that he, in turn, continued o fascinate
them. The following quotations show how readily they
had accepted his goodwill and his generous, if circum-
scribed, hospitality. It will also be seen that although the
‘wild people’ occupied most of the journal at this junc-
ture, nelther Gordon's “scientific’ duties nor martters of
zoological interest were neglected. Again, the entries for
21 and 22 August merit being quoted in their entirery.

2= .-'u.:lgl.nsr 1779
Sky overcast, hazy weather Wind NW. Therm: 48-65-56.
Weather clearing in the evening,

Because visibility was not good, stayed on this side. The wild
people came tous, They numbered three men, four women and
ome child 'l'hqr hadl Aone upsireaim lintle and crossed. the
Water up o their bellies, 1:1' a rovute kisowvn to them. Iﬂ,avr! them
some fish and obacco and when we had had a 1alk about this
country, they departed happy towards sunset

Took a latitude but not accurate becanse of the misty weather

Got 28 ll‘.'l,'ﬁ.—j! min

Most of us had pains in our body today, We attributed (his to
cating a lot of Ash without bread.

The Bushmen said that there were never many hip]:lﬂpﬂ-lml.u
ot the mouth of the river but that they were plentiful two or three
days' journey upstream, 5w the wild people make bre They
had twa lintde socks of a li.g'hl: wod and thickness of a lirtle
['|1'|.grr andd ahout pwa leet lﬂ@ it growes a]nngid: the water (of
this river}). The wood s very dry They place one of these seicks
on a =kin or on one of their shoes made of hide, put a foot upon
it o hold i still, then rhr:,.- pu.sl.'l thie other wood inta i1 and, spain
ting on their hands, they twirl the stick as rapidly as they can
between their Battened hands Therewpon one sees smoke issu-
ing from the stick and aftersards fre. They abways have these
kinds of sticks tied to their quivers; the wood ks called Goerop,
almost the same name a white lint-stone is given,

aznd August 1779
Therm: 5‘#&5-53.5&}' oA e, Liahl! MW wrind. A lietle drizzle

in the evening

Crossed the river, rorwing for an houwr and cought some
harders. Mr Paterson and | went to the Hottentoks once more
and there we had our 11.1||:'||:|::|r meal ﬂlu&-u-ithegg aiidd & pi.h:t al
gr:lln:d zehra meat we had l‘.-:n:luﬁ'l.l:. amd VErY gm:u:l it tasted,
although the Dutch inhabitanes will not eat it they say it s
unclean, Took a lew shoes ot a skin with the Bushimen. Exame-
ined spme of their faclal traps. Two of them accompanked us a
little Further inland Low.lying sandy country everywhiere,
although the sea has retreated for good. The wild people said
that there was ahsolutely no water for as far as they had been
and they said that when they wen hunting they ook water in
shoulder bags, also in seal-Badders. We banered for one of
these and the water froen i asted very good.

We turned towards the shore. On the way 3 so-called hormed-
spake ran out b Iront of us | wok one of the wild men's
assepabs and lifved up dye bush under which it had crept, sitting

ds
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Provious page:
38 The so-called Strardlopers” were cearly refanad o the
aifer indigenous peapies of the west coast

theere hissing, As | lified, it struck the blade of the assegai. 1 hit
wnd killed it and ook it with me. It was about a foor long, with
rwo small Aeshy knobs just visible above the eyes which were
split like cats’ eyes,

Becavse of this it is known as heormmanncrie, in these reglons.
Here onie can see how wrong Kolbe was who gave it two proper
horns 2 In the upper jaw and high o the side it has tvo canines
which hend slightly inwards below; it has no incisors. In addi-
tiom it hias six upper modars on each side. Mo canines orincisors
below but also six side-teeth on each side (much like a fish)
shightly crooked and bent backwards. Fris said 1o be very poison-
o, Its colour is grey and itis fecked. bis mil ends ina sharp poine
W saw another longer thin snake but we could not carch it

Wie reached the sea and found that the shore was the same as
the day before yvesterday, not a single rock though the séa beehe
hieavily. The wild people said that the shore had this same fea-
ture for as far as they had been along ic no rivers and no rocks
so that they had o cross the river ar low chde 1o ger shell Aish
They said that ivwas thelr lootprinis we had seen at the KEouwsie
River and that they had also killed an eland then. Beturned 1o
their buts, gave them some wohacco and drew the plonere of
thir s,

Retuened, erossing the diver inthe alternoon. We sailed back
seth i fadrly brisk N5 wind in half an howr, and lsad 1o wira
aracy thmes going through the sandbanks: evesn so ran aground
twice

These people with men, women and childeen are aboat
2o strong. They appear w be concerned about their children,
sinee mirst of them were always swany seimewhere. They said:
looking For food in the veld, roots, bulbs ete.

From this last enory we have a statement that seems
to imply that Gordon himself ‘drew the picrure of their
huts’ Up to this peint i the journey he has not men-
tioned Schoemaker atall, =0 in all probability the drawing
was made in Gordon's own hand and was not his by
proxy, as it were, We cannot be certain, however, that the
plcture on the map, obviously made much later in Cape
Town, is identical or close to the one that was made
om this day. The particular problem of who drew what in
the Gordon Atlas therefore remains, to a large extent,
problemarical.

-!ﬁ"n 23 August Gordon wrote that he had made a ‘map for
Pinar so that he could go up the river, it being impossible
for the wagons to do this” This is an interesting statement.
Gordon could only have got the information for this map
from Wikar's ‘account’, discussed earlier in this chaprer,
as well as from the Swede’s crude sketch of the Orange
which was attached to the account. (The sketch showed
the river from its mouth to the vicinity of Koegas, ‘which
lics berween Upington and Prieska’ ™) The wagons were,
indecd. only able to travel a day's journey upriver due to
the rough terrain they encountered there, as was noted a
little bater in the journal,

&8

However, before leaving 1o go wpstream, Gordon was
once more visited by the Strandiopers who were so hun-
gry that they asked

car servants for two worm-out shoes made of eland hide, where-
upon they rubbed che hair off with a stone and then grilled and
ate them. Gave them some fish and tobacco. One of our pary
wiha had found a dead, washed-up dght whike, wld them of i,
whereupon they rejoiced greatly. They said they would gow i
wmorrew and would not come with us up river since they were
sutfening the greatess bunger

On 25 August 1770 Gordon and his party did eventually
leave the mouth to journey upstream, eastward along the
river On his first day out there is a lively description of a

hippopotamus:

Aher poing upriver for three hours (o the place where we fist
reached ir) we are a grilled duck which we had brought with us
and cooked an ostrich egg. While we were eating, a hippopota.
ms came 10 have a look at us, stcking onlby s nose and eyes
ok, buar we had no pane He did chis again and again and in che
same place the whale time we were eating. As he stuck his heac
Teall aun in chis way be did leck somewhat like a horse and this
coteld be the reason thae the anclems calted 1t a river horse The
Hotventots have tald me that there 1 a son ol wagiail at the drile
higher up the river, which, when the hippopommus sticks its
head eut, e on w L™ When it goes under again they By to
anther lead which has come up, withow the animals (and
there are many of them there) paying any actention. [t may be
that these livtle birds pick ticks off these animals for they are full
of them. It surprsed me that there are so many ol these animals
upriver where there are more Ftnpl.r_ They are so shy here
where 1.'|'|-e:.r are never disturbed Thar there iz Ligtle grazing ks
probably the reason why there are so few here. It is also said that
ﬂ'hr:.r:.rr much smaller here than 'I.he:.l :r!-'bq.'-nnd the Sneeuw-
herﬂ. The wild F:npk. here did net know of the g'inﬂr.

Though it is not mentioned in the journal, evidently
Pieter Pienaar and his hunters shotan elephant on this or
the previous day Accordingly, Gordon rode along the
river to where the dead animal lay It is on this day then,
= Auguse, thar we have his first recorded encounter with
an elephant As usual, his descriprion, which follows
here, is packed with information. Ir also comtains a
respectful, if not awed, impression of the power of the
African lion:

The Hottersbets told us that they had found a pride of lions by
the dead elephant. My dogs chased a lasge band ol baboons in
the thickers beside the river, and mest probably killed one
because their muzzles were bloody when they returned but,
because of the undergrowth, could find nothing When we
reached the elephant ivwas lylng in thick undergrowth between
high thorn-trees and 4 stank greaty We went with ouwr guis at
the teady in case of llons. Although the Hottenoes had lighted
a fiee at the elephan, a pride of six Hons had walleed through the
smouldering ash se thay now we saw only that teere was 3 great
deal ef their black dung arcnand and vhat they had eaten o the
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clephant’s head and esen pan of the brains, in additkon o a
plece of the ear, which in chis animal covers the whole shoulder
Measured ir as much as | could: s height in front, ina seaighi
line was po feet and 2 inches (Rhineland): i owas tee same height
behind, rom dbove s anos (i slopes sharply away below the
tadl). his lengeh im a siratghe Line was 12 feet 4 inches. The sole of
its front foor was 18 Inches ko diameter les rear [ooe had a
diameter 2 inches longer and was juse &5 wide. Sinece iwas a bull
itz musks stuck ot three leet, therelore a voung antmal, An ele-
phant can rrampie down a large thornetree and Feed isellalong
this river where there are seill a fair amount of these 18 eats the
foliage and bark of the ees, especially the thorn-trees
imimosa). This greatly siamis the growth of the trees,

This elephant was hit by four or Ave keavy, halfain balls
before ivdied. Following this, a herd of elephants was ere again
e chey swent off. These thorn-wrees produce a good gum which
i5 eaten by the Hottentots ™ On a thorn-tree which was a good
seventy feer high saw an ape like those in Cutemicua Land.
Today aleo saw sorme quail, turtle doves and so-called pheasant,

Because [ lad forgotten iy choak | firss rook bearings (though
it was in the evening) and then rode back w my tent with one
Homenior Arrived there in moonshine after three hours' rding
without noticing any lions, Made one wirp to the keh acmoss the
range of rxther the ligh ridge

Our Howentots who had not shot anything while bunting
were very hungry, they went to the elephant and found its paw
of lower [oot still very good eating but the eight hengry men
wiere stll mon able wo finish it Finar and the oo van Rhenens
seayed at the elephant wo foreseall the lion, but this evening it got
oo kate. The lions came roaring hall an hour afer [ had left the
elephant. Mext day they found that one foot had been dragged
a very long way off, showing the great sirengreh of this animal

Gordon also had a raste of the elephant’s foor, which he
found ‘very good though somewhat harder than calls
foor. On this same day Gordon again mentions the ‘map
or ‘shetch’ that he sent to Pienaar: * . . also a pocker-
compass and some provisions. He is o go alﬂng the Fiver
to Companys Drift and wait for me there. Five Horren.
tots go with him. 1 am most sorry that [ cannot be of the
party. This is because my presence is needed most al
the wagons.’

Itis not immediately clear why Pienaar was to make this
journey to what is now known as Ramans Drift. Bur, as we
shall see, Gordon was now preparing to return to Ellen-
boogfontein with the wagons. In the meantime he
suffered another mishap: *Gota thorn in my finger which
developed into a bad sore; it has toubled me greatly. Bad
water and an irregular way of living make a bagatelle of a
wound develop into something highly malignant' In
other words, Gordon was fully aware of the dangers of
blood poisoning in this sitwation, though there was not
much he could do to prevent it occurring.

h'l.-a'p 5 A sechion q||'1.'|."|hars map, copied from e dHEIHrll
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CHAPTER 51X

THE FOURTH JOURNEY:

THE LAND OF TH

= CAMELOPARDS

(AUGUST - OCTOBER 1779)

Hedorn do el

nbcogiloniecn, Keod foisoning, fack & de Eozngre,

ticlosfrecple. off te Crange

nable o continue atong the river bank with
the wagons, Gordon's decision to return 1o
Ellenbooglontein must have been taken on
two main counts: hirstly, o relurbish his
party, and secondly. to use a known wagon road to reach
the river higher up at Companys Drift — the rendezvous
place with Pienaar
Leaving the river on 29 August, it is revealing to see how
carefully Gordon had to plan his journey. The way he pre-
senis this in the journal allows ws to hear him ‘thinking
aloud’, as it were. A vigorouws moonlit zebra hunt rounds
off the entry for this day:

Had the lever tast mght and oy whaole handd was swollen. Made
evervithing ready for cur requrn, filled our barrels with water
Because of the scarcicy of water we will now have 10 mravel back
fior 8o howrs with the ox wagons Also because it is impossible
for a wagen 1o go further wp river at this point = the cliffs are so
sieep — although not as high as one is grven o believe, it will
again be one degree, sixteen minstes due north belore | reach
thi civer where | want 1o cross, [twill still ke a good 58 hours'
travel with the ax wagons and that in bad couniry where there
is almost mo water and what there is will be brack (net much
garne a5 well ). lowould rake six days to where | was, a reasonable
journey by wagon, with water, to the drile, (Or =0 1 imagined
then). We mravelled back along the path we had previously taken
with the horses and reached Bentinck's Valey where we re-
Joined our wagon toad We decided w ravel by nighe since we
now knew the road and where theee was water and 10 ler owr
stock graze durtng the day, Also o so armange things that our
stock will drink every second day, until we get (o0 Kowwsic and
to les them resta day ateach warering place, there being but reo
of these for caule. . .

Departed south at six dclock in the dusk, saluting the river
with a discharge of guns and with a tot of brandy This is almost
finished so that we have 1o share 2 ration of two or three tots a
d-?q.'. Alter we had been |m¢|.|1ng fr three hours and the moon
had been up for aboast an hour there w2 a lood |:|:|.'|unp; from the
dosgs. W ran to them and found some zebras, six | think. A Hoe-

tencoi had shot o mare helore we Eot there and the et of the
zehras wens br:ng harried h]. our ﬂua,:. in p'.trtlr_'uLlr my Keiser
and Koning, The zebras ran with open muzzles owards van
Reenen and Pedro who evaded them. They ran down a hill and
Kohus van Rhenen wounded one in it I’-:_:-ul.e_g s that the dnp
were able i pull it to the grownd repeatedly: It hit several of the
dogs even though it was wounded, More than once my gun
which had got wet would not fire but at last among all the dogs
1 was able 1o shoot it Iy was also a young mare. While this was
happening we heard the remaining zebras calling their com-
paniens, | heard this sound for the first time: a grating noise as
when a stone is thrown over freshly frozen ice and differing
greatly from that of the kwagge. The larges: mare was in a
srraghn line 6 feet 2 inches long (Rhinelandy The heighe in
front three feer nine and a half inches; behind two inches
higher W cut off as much [Aesh] as we could ke and since we
coubd not linger because we were shior of water forour cattle, we
cravelled on. having delayed o good hour there. We macde camp
at four oclock in the morning alter nine howrs” good travelling
Wi were now a half mile WHNW of the Twee Gebroeders, at the
smiailest of the two, by the sea. While chasing the zebras the
wound on my hand burst open and is sl painful and swollen

Far the greater pact of this return journey Gordon was in
considerable pain from the infected sore on his hand. On
30 August he wrote: "My hand was very painful and
swollen; this is chiefly because my dog Keiser was hungry
andd when 1 was going to give him a piece of mea, he, in
his haste took my hand with it This made my young
Koeriked laugh and got him a few cufls over the ear” This
is the only time in the journals that Gordon records a
reaction of this nature. Equally interesting is that he even
records this rrivial incident. Was he slightly uneasy about
his guite justified bout of temper?

The wound continued to deteriorate and the day after
the punishment of Keerikel, Gordon wrote in the journal:
Srayed here, lying down. My hand has become so bad
that [ have cawght a fever gs well. Used a lamcet 1o cut open
the finger and found that a growth had formed. Much
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blood and pus came out 1 could not walk because of the
great pain

Despite his iliness, however, Gordon continued writ-
ing up his journal for the day = recording, speculating,
phserving:

The abundance of big, white periwinkle shells which are found
everywhere in the veld must originate from the wild peeple or
amimals who feed on them otherwise one would not find so
many dead ones and so seldom the living, Their colour is some-
what grey and one sees them here and there under the euphor-
bia bushes, crawling suddenly into the earth.

The abundance of seashells 1o be found here can only come
from the wild people and with time will probably become cov-
ered with earth, Under the euphorbias (or what are here called
melkhosjes) there is a fungus or growth like 3 mushroom which
has a taste something like that berween a potate and fish roe
rhecause of its small seed)." It is oot unpleasant and is caren by
the Hottentots and called kaniep It also grows in the Roggeveld
Wi also found a small :pid:r whirie nest contzined many
insecis, The material of this nest mosi resembles the Lintle nests
that the kapok bird makes? Inside were threads resembling
thin darning wool; they were thick and very strong Koerikei
browght me good honey which he had scooped ow

ﬁcntuall:ﬁ Gordon was unable we leave until 2 September
Even then, at the end of his entry Tor that day, he wroge
that his hand was "still not benter’. Notwithstanding this,
the wagons continued (o travel seven howrs or more each
day under punishing, parched conditions, Only on 5 Sep-
tember did they reach Kouwsies River, near preseni-day
Grootmis: 'Found ne spring there; drank the river-water
which was sweetish-brack and hardly slaked one’s thirst.?
My supply of Orange River water came to an end today
One of my oxen collapsed. We are having a hard time of it

For Gordon to admit to having a hard time is unusual.
Given his habitual reticence about such matters, we can
assume that they were suffering greatly. Indeed Paterson,
in his Marrative, records that on this same day, & Septem-
ber, 'Our provision began to be short; but one of the
Hottentots determined, notwithstanding this circum-
stance, not to be deprived of his meal, contrived during
the night to rob the athers of their shoes, which he com-
pletely devoured'*

On the same night they again broke camp and sustained
an accident: Through the negligence of the leaders, Mr
Paterson's wagon overturned as we were travelling along
the bank of the river by starlight. [ was sitting up in frong,
there were three of us init, and we were hardly harmed,
but some boxes were broken”

It is surely revealing that Gordon was sitting in the
wagon. Most of the time, as we are given to understand
from the journal, he preferred to travel on horseback or
on foot. [t therefore seems probable that he was using this
more leisurely form ol transport becawse his hand was
still roubling him.

However, things begin 1o impriove after this and, nding
ahead, Gordon reached the haven of Ellenbooglontein on
1o September. He does not mention his hand again and we
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can assume that by then it had nearly healed. Bur it is
worth noting that he left Faterson and Van Reenen o come
after him with the wagons. They only reached Engel-
brecht’s two days later. Perhaps Gordon needed this fime
o rest and o convalesce Certainly it was unlike him to
spend, as he did here, a whole week in one place with
such lintle acrivity recorded.

Before reaching Ellenboogtontein Gordon stopped to
watch the singular way in which milking was performed
by cenain Houentots™: * .. 1saw for the first time that after
they have milked a while they grip the labia of the cow's
vagina in both hands and then blow strongly into it
Shortly afterwards the cow pisses and they go on milking,
They say they do this if the cow withholds its milk”

This practice, it should be mentioned. was also recorded
by earlier ravellers®

Omnce again, on 17 September, Gordon was 1o witness a
dance by local tribespeople, this time the ‘Gam or Kleine
Mamaquas’

Seven sit dovw B0 a ciecle close to each other Each lead a thin
r:,lIiTldl'il:il tube made of thorn-tree bark with a diameter of half
an inch and maore: each differed in I:-n,g,:h a5 well: ko 2 and 3
(' and 5 fest h;ln!.. A clhewed “Up p]u.ﬁ of tharn-tree bark is then
p!.u:hm‘l i, afver it has been molstened with milk. After this ||.'|¢1,'
tune their Autes: it is often a fousth but noe :.'lw.l'g,': Thqr Elu.;.h
thi pll_:g highﬂur loveverwith o thin stck, ar_'a'.lrdi:ng tothe =ng
to e pl;.:,-'rd. Thus tuned. each maintains his individual tone I'H_!.'
blwring into it from ahmfr, Ihmus]:l the vent Each Er.n:n”].'
produces his tone twice in succession, after that they carry on
one afier the other like smiths or threshers. It produces a very
wild melody. Each begins by making his tone twice and at the
=ame time stamping with his right leg putting it down slighthy
1o the right and the left leg foflows behind in the same way,
Whereupon they siar the same thing again, following one upon
the ather, all of them bending foramrds so that their heads come
together { The Hottentots always bend lorward in their dances,
the Caffers never). And so they stamp, abways to the right in the
same circle uniil their dance is over. The women stand up at a
distance of wen paces, skipping and singing 'He, he, ho: ha, ha,
ha!” clapping their hands and going up to the men from time (o
time, as if to rowse them, erning quickly back o their former
place, sometimes norning once round the men and then away
Wihen the men who are blowing are g litthe apart, one or two of
the women go berween them and then the men make as if 1o
carch them. One of these women, going through the circle, fell
upside down in such 2 way that we all had 1o baugh, and, she ran
off sshamed, This was one of the prettiest Hottentot women that
| have ever =een. She was almost white and although she had a
Houenzor tace, she had fine features
The sudden change 1o moist, cold weather inconvenienced us

The latter part of this entry deserves some comement. The
remarks about ‘the prettiest Hotenrot woman 1 have ever
seen’ seem oddly personal and thus our of keeping with
Gordon's normal style There seems w be juse the stight-
est deviation from his habital, empirical detachmen, as
though, for a moment, he was berraying some degree of
sexual interest. Bur, as if correcting this momentary lapse,



the final sentence is abrupt, marter of fact and once more
seientific’. The change in the weather that he records has
almosy become an admonition.

There is a lively drawing of a ‘Hottentot” dance in the Gor-
don Atlas (see overleat) which appears to be an illustra-
tion of the ceremony described in this passage. For exam-
ple, the way the men are said to bend forward while playing
thetr flures’ and stamping their feet is accurately porrayed
in this drawing There is even a [emale higure entering the
ctrcle of males — a derail that perfectly corresponds with
the journal account, in which the women are satd o be
‘going up to the men from time to time as if to rouse them'.
The drawing obviously depicts real people: each face is
different, and the skirts, karosses and beads are all care-
fully, even affectionately, detailed. It is a charming scene
and more than likely was drawn by Gordon himself®

.:?.'-ﬁe next day, 18 September 1779, Gordon again set off for
the Orange River Paterson and his party did not join him,
preferring to return to the Orange at Ramansdrift, toenter
Mamibia via the Houms River, and later to return 1o the
Cape in December 1779. According to Paterson, ‘he [Gor-
don| imtended 1o direct his course to the eastward in
search of a nation called Briquas” which is a som of Caf.
feres’. Gordon himself makes no mention of such inten-
tions at this paint in the journal; nor does he inform us of
where he is going or who is accompanying him. But the
search for the ‘Briquas’ was not the only aim in his mind.

According to Professor Forbes there were several other
constderations which must have occupied him. There
wits the question of whether the Orange River which he
had just baptized’ was the same river that he had struck
near present-day Bethulie in December 1777, He could
not be absolutely sure of this until he had reconnolttersd
considerably more to the eastof the mouth. Furthermaore,
there was the inlormaton that he would have received
From Wikar of a grear cataract and of other rivers flowing
into the ‘Great River. This he most certainly would wish
to confirm, as well as see those rihes, other than the
‘Brigqua’, that the Swedish deserter had described, He
wotld also want o know, for milicary aned trade reasons,
how navigable the river was, and he would want to map it
as accurately as possible In short, he wanted to complete
the circuit touched upon at the beginning of chapter five
Finally, there was the desire to see new animals and plants
— absove all the giratles which, according wo Wikar, were
to be fownd in the vicinity of Cobooptontein, west of Pella
and twenty-odd kilometres south of Onseeplans.

In 1yp6o a certain Jacob Coetsee Jansz had also sighted
giraffes, describing them as ‘a sort of camel’, north of the
‘Great River’ and had shot two females * It was his report
{which Gordon had read) that had led to the official expe-
dition in 1761-2 under the command of Hendrik Hop,
capeain of the Stellenbdsch Burgher Militia * Gordon had
ohviously read the account of Hop's expedition as well,
which had been written up by the Compamy’s survevor,
C.F Brink, and indeed, to some extent, Gordon was now
to follow the same track to the Crange

It is interesting to note that the route Gordon took at the
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beginning of the journey followed closely what is now the
main road berween Kamieskroon and Springbolke For
instance, Gordon's Aloes Kloof, reached on the night of
18 Seprember, has been positively identified as joining
the Buffels River 1 km upstream from the bridge of the na-
tional road and g ki eastof Wolwepoon”. " He reached the
vicinity of Springbok on 22 September 1779 and there
visited ‘the copper mine discovered and worked by Simon
van der Stel's expedition of 1685-6 His next move was east
through the area of present-day Concordia and then on to
the place he called Queekfontein (today spelt Kweekfon-
tein), Mext, Gordon's course veered ENE and took him
in turn 1o Natp (his Huib or Heip on the map), then on o
Komasoas, which is his Camasauws. On 26 September he
reached Pieter Plenaar's stock farm, Sandfontein, which
has the identical name today.

The journal entries from Ellenboogfontein to Sandfon-
tein deserve some comment. Firstly, it is clear that Gor-
don had not recovered from the illness and fever thar had
dogged him from the very beginning of this journey. On
20 September he tersely records that he ‘was not well and
was feverisl, yer he must have been feeling very ill
indeed, for he only ook the latimde of their position the
next day, having been ‘prevented’ by ‘nausea’ from doing
s the day before.

It is easy enough o miss or overlook these eniries,
and so forget how often they occurred and how uncom-
plaining and conscientious Gordon remained. The fact
ol his illness was noted — that is all. His tasks were per-
formed, the journey continued. Every day he recorded
whal he observed.

“he entry on 23 Seprember 1779 is of grear interest as ir
concerns the marriage customs of the ‘Homentots™ in thar
part of the country. (Maost of this material is taken from
Wikar's account of the same ceremony.) As has already
been noted, Wikar gave Gordon a copy of this account
when the two mer near Ellenboogfontein in July,"* so the
ditails had been known to anthropologists and historians
fior many years before the discovery of Gordon's journals.
Here 15 the relevant passage:

Yesterday | rode to the cattle post of a man called Beukes. There
was a lot of stock there and many shiny -haired or wool sheep
This is excellent sheep country.

Fram Groene River there are nineteen stock farms in Nama-
qualand. O these there are five married farmers; the rest
mastly take a Hottentor woman o baa, which, so | hear, they
marry according to their custom. In the Hotrentot marriage
ceremony no pissing is used (bur this they do in their Man-
making'],'¥ I is the most natural way of doing things in the
el 11 a young mar takes & liking 1o a young girl he seeks her
company without declaring his love or speaking of amything [vo
do with 6], he is wo shy. However, since a lamily wesually Hves
together pell-mell in one bt the young man crawls across o
the ghel, even if this s just bor his cwn amusemient and she s
willing fwhich i i5 said hardly ever happens). He [then| goes
back o his sleeping place. Buy when the girl is modest she
sands up and goes to He in another place, well outside the bt
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Frevious page:
40 A skilfulty executed paintiag of o ‘Hottentol’ donce — probably
Hllustrating Crordan’s powrmal entry Jor J;r.'i.lp.lrmber 1770

i now the young inad has serious interndions he sty in the
sleeping place of the young girl wntil full daylight so that every-
ane can =ee this. o it e urtil she consenis oruneil he eis
fired o 2ees that she will ot kave him. I she consenis she
continues t¢ lie there but this seldom hup[.l:n: it the Frat pro-
p:l-s.al. Once he has gt her b slecp with him he adays with her
S0 llur n‘crphm]:,r Cillt See I:|'||.; and ever il the FHI.'E:I'IB hear
5|_'|mi.-r|1i'rtg_ fh-r:.l Let mlhi.rla_:.]'buw; 5..:3,'i:r.|]:|I that it i r.'mbmxsi:n.g,
mven il the miarriage i not to thieir |.'iIl:i.n5. In the morming the
bridegroom or man wnnds U and takes ol the beade from
around hizs waist and throws them on the parents’ niupmg-
ptace. If these are accepted the marriage has been concluded
But if they do not want to consent (and they almost never
refuse) the daughter remains with her parents, even if she is
pregnant and they live as belore, without scandal, However if
the beads have been accepted the young man fetches bis cattle
and generally gives them cows and calves, mixed together as he
chooses. In addition he muwst also slaughter for his wife and
some of them hang the stomach tat around their necks and the
gall-bladder on their heads. They also mix some other it
wogether with buchn from Jthe hair of] the head {one of the
elders does this) and they (the man and wite) eat it from each
ather's hands, And so everything is completed. However, nine o
thee oen are a kind of a boan and-one is for the parents lor having
brought the girl wp After three or fowr years the remaiming nine,
oF others in their place, must be given back. The Hosentos
have davghiers willingly because they get stock ar their wed-
ding, & poor young man is in as bad a way as he would be in
Eurape, and a Hotentod who ownes a lot of stock wery olten has
two or thiee wives, which causes them maore trouble than plea-
sure. The wives quarrel among themselves, Arst one runmning
away anvd sen the other Then, the Hotentor who gets no saris-
Eaction in being without his wivies, must go after them and bring
them back again. One ol these, who had both an old and a voung
wile, wis asked wihy hie did noa let his voung wife go since she
wars always runnkng away, replied thar althowgh it was certalnky
true that his old wife cared for him beceer he sl liked the voung
anee. Their ‘Other-Making' eccurs a1 birhs, marmages, (becom-
ing, mman and woman ) deaths and at other evenrs. (Sometimes
just for diversion). They never te Knuckle bones around thetr
hands bur almost abways the a gall-bladder in chedr habr unell i
falls off in one plece. Hotteniors many very young, & Mamada
eald me, and that is why they are so weak

Fromm here pook bearing on Brakfoneein Berg: B by E ydeg. E.
Clur course 1o here vesterday: M 1 deg W

What is of singular interest here is the offhand remark
that prefaces the account of the marriage practices: "From
Groene River there are nineteen stock farms in Mama-
qualand. On these there are five married farmers; the rest
mestly take o Hottentot woman or twa, which, so | hear,
they marry according o their custom,” From the context
of the passage it 5 clear that Gordon in no way considers
it unusual of sensational that this is bow the frontier
farmers set up thelr homes and families. The passage
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comes after a comment that This is excellent sheep coun.-
wry’and is followed by an entry concerning compass bear-
ings. Presumably his remark that there were five ‘marred'
farmers would imply that they were married according to
Christian custom only and has nothing to do with the
race of the wives or of the farmers. It is indeed refreshing
to niote from this description how free from eacial preju-
dice the ribespeople and the early Dutch settlers of this
atea were ¥

We know from previous intimations that Gordon him.
self was most open-minded, indeed often affectionate,
towards the indigenous inhabitanes of the country, and so
his artimde = his matrer-of-fact recital of the ceremaonies
— can come as no surprise. What is betrayed here in the
tome of the narrative is a certain humour, especially when
we ponsider how the marriage customs would apply wa
young Dutch colonist. The mere fact thar the journal says
no pissing ks used’ is Iurm].l because icimplies thar it very
well might have been used. And then all the deratls about
living 'pell-mell’ in the hur, and the hanging of canle
inmirds around their necks and on their heads and in
their hair — all have a ludicrous element when applied o
peaple of European stock, Gordon must have recorded
this passage because he saw this implication and it
amused him. And what of the concluding sentence
CHottentors marry very young, a Namagua eld me, and
that iz why they are 50 weak’)? This shows humour of
anather kind,

@ﬂ{- Gordon approaches his immediate destination —
Picnaar's farm, Sandfontein — he encounters new faces
The entire entry for 27 September 1779 now follows,
showing the wone and tenor of Gordons journal at this
tirme:

The same weather and wind which generally becomes lighe
easterly three 1o foor hours afer sunset Very hot on account of
thee bsose, it reddish-brown kanoo sand, The wind fresh.veered
with the sun. Therm: 68-100-80, Barometer gave 2165 feer

fGzrde - 12 min
27 — 48 from the zenith
piving go — 0
i — 1 southedy declinatlon

2 e — g mine Latitude.

M B The course therefore fell in a more northerly direction.

As the sun was sefting yesterday saw an animal that looked
like a rhineceras; it was standing against a hill by it was wo far
and the sun was going down, (My voung Koerikei sees s well
with the naked eve a5 | can with my pocket spyglass)

The great change in the heat since Engelbrecht’s has caused
my nose 1o bleed from time o time, Yesterday Fate g beauriful
wild cucumber which was so bitter that Lbecame ill from it and
womited, This also happened to a Hottentot

There were four robust FOLg Fellows of mi.ddling stagune
among these Bushmen: brothers T]'l.q" arrived here from the
ik £ 3 mutd'.;}'. ﬂm:,'mr-: vErY open anid E'i.-:ndlg,r ancl hmug‘hr
me mill this mm‘ni.nﬂ. There were |:|n|.g.l three children and a
FORTIE E'ir| and two alder peul:ﬂ:. Had never seen puuplu like me.



41. The spimy o wild, cucumhes

Gave them some whaceo and they searched the countrysicde
around here for stones for me; different kinds of pebbles and
fings. The sand in this veld is looser: grass-country, bushman
grass-country, or Teoneing. Flotted course ahead: ENE gdeg N
Have used the compass @ travel over this country; a Hotenbot
has been showing me the enly waterholes. He bas learned this
from the Bushmen

Last nighe, while travelling over this flat country by moon- *

lighe we found an esirich nest which had twelve eggs which had
been aat on for a time but weee still good. In the ootside circle
however (a3 in the previous descriptipn of the ostrich nest)
there were seven very fresh ones. The male, even though he also
qits on them, makes himsell 2 nest in the sand close beside the
nest containing the eggs. There is 2 scarcity of water here and it
does nog caste good {but not brack). We have to let the oxen
drink two at a time, digging and letting it Gl up each time.

Departed EME 1 deg M. and reached Sandloatein, Pinar's
cattle-post after ten and a halfhours' travel and Found him there
It ook kim twenty-one davs o reach lece from the dead ele-
phant. He had shot two elephams and thineen hippopotamus
along the lef bank of the dver. [t has no waterfalls but it does
have rapids over the reels and very lange bends. Found my two
Hortentos and my wagon all in erder, Because | am the fest o
comie this say by wagon they were nol expecilng me o come
Irom this direction. Uneil a mile shon of Camasauws we had
difficult, reddish brown, sandy ridges; therealter hard, pelsble-
strewen, Har siretches and moee than half of the way to Sandfon-
tebn we had loose reddish-brown and gravelly karoo sand
Shrubs sverywhere and more stony hills wp 1o goo feet high
Saw where the viver Lay, one and a half miles o the netth east,
berween 3 mountain range which is not, however, high, Runs
E. Yo & thus Brink's map is totally inzccurate on this
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The wagon Gordon found here was, of course, the one he
had sent due monl from Ellenhauglnmem at the end al
July ‘under the supervision of my trusty Homentor Duekd’,
Plenaar was also waiting lor him, as previously agreed.

It had raken che hunter ‘twenty-one days o reach here
from the dead elephant, Gordon notes carefully, and he
also reports what Plenaar had wo say about the wopography
of the river berween the two paints, All this was, no doube,
important for his mapping of the river. Pienaar, it should
be noted, had completed a viral portion of Gordon's jour-
ney by proxy, as it were; but his record was I:q.r 0 TERTS
PEI‘EE\CI and Gordon's resulting map hardly indicates the
deep sweep to the north taken by the Orange between
modern-day Beesbank and Vioolsdrif.

| f?‘;f‘ﬁu that the party had come together once more, two

days were spent resting on the {arm and preparing {or the
arduous Journey ahead, Most of the entries comprise in-
formation about the tribespeople encountered here, and
in particular the male custom nfﬂ»:clsing ane lesticle!'t —
a subject that seems o have fascinated Gordon, singe it
recurs many times in the course of his narrative, It is clear
that he spent these rwo days gathering all the informarion
he could abour the tribes, the subsidiary nivers and other
fearures he would meet along the rver. Although he does
naot say so, it is clear that he intended 1o go as far east as
possible, hoping, one can be sure, (o map the river up to
where he had last struck it in December 1777, near
present-day Bethulie, and so complete his ‘circult’. Thus
his entry for 25 September 15 again of great interest and is
quoted here with few omissions:

Saw today For the Arss fime owo old Emi or Einigua, * Both had
one ball cut out, the one on the right and the other on the left
The remaining ball was slighthy lasger than wszal and filled the
pouch so that it did not swing loose at all. They were called
Maugaap and Oeganp They were married and lived with the
Bushmen who Fequent these parts and are called Houssa eip,
Naugaap's was cut ot by the Einiquas when he was an adultand
he zaid it was because e had a pain in his loins and because it
would make him nin [Ester He had four children and a wife
Oweganp's was cut out when he was still 2 young boy It happened
casually and not in the normal course of the cutting out custom.
He was not obliged todo it It appeared to be partly superstition
andd partly an old way of treating sickness; it happens at slaugh-
tering as well, always with two head of stock or at ‘Other Mak-
ing. For as long as Navugaap could remember only ane of his
peaple had died of it Degaap had nine childoen. Naugaap was
sty e had bet himsellbe cut since he now lived with the Bush-
oz wha never did it It had nzade him very Ll He did notwant
his children to be cut Laughingly, he sabd that he was pow
almost an ox. His wife was pregnant with her first child when be
lex himesel] be cue which was dohe by a man called Caumasap
wha did this at their keaal. Av most there were two who could
cuil and they often do this 1o many men together ax the same
time i the ralmy season. Then those who have been cut rub
themseives with red palne also about June. They must then
each sy apan withou lewing any woman come to them onil
they are heabed.
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The first jmint of the hinger nexi w the Linke Anger on Oegaap's
right hand was curoff, borsickness; thelr paremis do il they are
sery ill, alse the head-woman or head-man ' In each kraal of
the Einiquas {which is the mame of all the kraals though every
kraal has its parmcular name ) which lies on this rver as mamy
dio mot have the ball cutas do have i cuor They say thar these
uncut ones are too afraid bur do not despise them o consider
therm to be different from the others: The women make no dis-
tnction beraeen them and everything stavs the same They are
all Hotteneots and their speech vares only slightly from the
Mamiagkas,

Theese people are called Hoensing ¢ib meaning Splder Kraal.'”
Some of the Einiguas (the Ein comes from the nane ol ithe River)
= those who Llive almost behind the Snecowberg on this side
of the river, have much stock. The Coraqua are sormcwhat fur-
ther up on the orther side of the river ' They, the Hoensing elb
are good fiends of the Bushmen who fight with the Sneeuw-
berg farmers.

Klaas and Plet Bastart are living on Plnars [arm; they went
with Vicar but have now requrned. '

Two good days' journey 1o the north of them the Black Brigua
of Brings begin. Saw a Kowgua {or One-of-the-peaple-who-cut-
kraal ™, an Eintqua oo who had been 1o the Brigusas and he
called their coen semica just & the Caffers do. Earlier they did
rol use the bow but now they do. The Kougiia also lead his left
ball cur our and said that all the people in his kraal had this
done according 1o an old cusiem, excepting only a few who
were oo thinid. The Briquas cur as well.

The river that runs behind the Ormange River is called Koeroe-
miana by the Briguas® 1t runs from the east o the MW and
somewhat mere morth-westerdly than parallel 1o this river,

We are making everything ready 1o go east wpriver in the
maonlight. We are making a wagon ready and are leaving the
boat here since we are net able w travel very far with the wagon;
after that we are mking pack-oxen. [ long very much to see the
so-called Briguas.

These concluding words are significant, for this is the
first time Gordon hints that inding the Briquas is one of
the aims of the journey It will be recalled thar Paterson
had given this as the sole reason for Gordon's journey 'to
go eastward along the river’ Here Gordon makes whar, for
him, is a strongly emotional statement about meeting
these people. The reason is plain. He might perhaps be
ahle o establish a link berween those African people -
the Xhosa = whom he had met in the east, and the Afri-
cans who were living here in the west, known as the
Briqua, Brina or Batswana.

:ﬁhe next stage of his journey, lasting from 2g September
to 22 October 1779, was to be made with one wagon. The
terrain ahead was known to be rugged and for this reason
the boat was left behind. 5o far as one can make out from
scattered notes in the journal, the company was, in the
beginning. made up of Gordon and Pienaar, the two
‘Boland Hottentot' servants, lteki and Koerikei, Schoe-
maker the artist, and the brothers Klaas and Pict Bastert,
as well as Klaas Barend — all three excellent hunters and
shots. [n addition, there wais a small group of Einigua
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tmbespeople — five or so men and women = bur this
element of ‘wild people’ would swell and diminish hap-
hazardly, as the journey continued.

The route that the party took for the next three weeks o
s0 has also been convincimgly plotted by Professo
Forbes.** From Sandfontein the company passed through
Klein Pella, which Gordon called Soubiesjes, and mads
camp at Pella itsell (his Commas). His next camp at Cabas
Riviertje still has the name of Kabas. (It is approximarely
vight kilometres north of Poladder ) Gordon's Cabouws
and Maisees are almost certainly Koboop and Manseep
respectively, just as his Samoep and Aiaas must be owm
Samoeprivier and Eyas. Travelling east along the bank ol
the river, with a few camps in-between, Gordon came o
a place he called Haries or Garies Poont on 11 October
This can only be the Bo-Narics shown on our maps 1o-
day. The permanent spring at Gomnuip would accord
very closely with Gordon's Gam Ey, though it should be
mentioned that he described it as a ‘brack underground
waterhole' with no water then;* and of course there can
be no uncertainty about his Aukoerchis of groote Warter-
vall’ {the Augrabics Falls) which he first saw on Friday
15 Ocrober 1779

The subsequent camps made after the falls were ar the
‘Eerste Namaneijqua Kraal' and the ‘Tweede Namaijqua’
and given the fact that these were temporary dwelling
places of tribespeople, they cannot be identified erymao-
logically, though an in situ examination using the journal
would very likely yield their location.* The last place on
this stage of the journey is marked as Takemas and this
can only be present-day Kakamas. {Professor Forbes has
stated that the T and K in both spellings are approxima.
tions for a click sound still used in pronouncing the name
by local people of Komana extraction.)

The first few days of the journey passed without much
incident. From the entries we can see that Gordon spem
some time talking to members of the group of Einigua’,
who were accompanying them. Once more Gordon's
interest in these people = his admiration even - is mani-
fest. Noeroep, he records, *. . . is a small elderly Howento
whao is swift and courageous and as a resultall are respect-
ful of him.' Gordon ends this passage by remarking wryly:
‘These Bushmen serve our farmers and are good herds.
men but they do not tolerate bad treatment.”

The entry for 2 October 1779 is of particular interest.
The party had been joined by a stock farmer called Model

who drew an amused comment from Gordon: 2

Departed first E by 5 hall a mile uneil we reached a small
hollow in the branch of mountains that extend 1o this poing
Half-wary we crossed the dry Cabas rivaler which runs 5 E, from
the plain in thunderstorms. After one and a balf miles we came
o 1o & bad, stony read going downhdll: first & quarter of a mile
W.E then E through a fiar ravine through which & diry river ran,
which | called Susannadal There were many kouw™ rrees and
much Bushman grass making it very pleasanc. ™ Bur, looking for
water, we bownd nene and rravelling on for a further quarier of
an hour we made camp without water, after owr and a hall
howrs” brisk travel. In this valley we saw many giraffe macks,



they had grazed on every kouw tree and looking a1 their rracks
| was astomnished to see that, 'A'hl.'nlhl:'}'ﬁLanrJ still, the rear hiools
can |1n'|:.-'l':-|.- @ faot wTy {rom the fore hools. We saw rhinoceros
tracks as well

We travelled niow like the Children of 1seasel, since Model, dise
o thee fact that the water on his Brm had ron out, had loaded his
hut and his household goods on to pack-oxen and a pack-shed
and was moving with us, which, wgether with all his sieck
produced a great hubbub of sheep and canle. Some of the ewes
fambed on the way; the lambs were then picked up and carried
or placed on the sled as well

An the end of the kool we saw a great, Bar country in frone of
1 {bying between M.E. and 5.} as far as we could see, broken
only hire and there by small iregularitbes

First, we should take note of the name Gordon gives this
‘Hat raving’. Whao is this Susanna or Susette? {On Map 3 of
the Gordon Atlas the place is called Susetntedal } Who is
this lady who gave her name to this “pleasant’ spot?

On 4 October 1779, two days after Gordon had writen
about Susannadal, the Here XV met in Amsterdam, and
among the resolutions passed on that day was one con-
cerning a certain Susamna Nicolet of ‘Leijnerolle in Swit-
setland’ 2 She was permitted to travel to the Cape of
Good Hope on one of the ships from Amsterdam, and in
addition she was allowed 1o take a maidservant to amgemnd
upon her, There was to be no charge for this

Mow Susanna Nicolet was the lady that Gordon was o
marry in April of the following vear, an event which will
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42 'l.'r’mpil.w'd in his haross, a male Hoeteneor'
lies ready fo e buried

be discussed larer in this account. There can be no doubt
theat it was afrer her thar the kloof, with its abundance of
grass and trees, was named on this day. Indeed, there isan
agreeable degree of synchronism in that the naming of
Susannadal and the permission for Susanna Nicolet to
travel o the Cape occur within a couple of days of each
other. But how rypical it is of Gordon that he gives us no
hint as to why he gave the kloof that name It does show,
however, that he knew she would be coming to join him
at the Cape.

In this same passage we should also note Gordoen's re-
mark about the giraffe tracks. Clearly he was fascinated by
these animals and was longing to encounter them, but
for the moment he had to content himselfl with other
creatures, Om 4 Ocrober there is a vivid account of o
rhinoceros hunt. The whole passage attests to Gordon's
zedl for precise detail in the way things are done: the posi-
tioning of the hunters, the distraction of the hartebeess
bull, the agility and bravery of his dog, the measuring and
account of the dead animal’s eves, limbs and hide, all
testify to the care Gordon took o get the facts right. The
whaole episode has o descriptive vigour which derives,
surely, from the sheer pleasure Gordon himsell ook in
these activities:

Therm: 56-76-68, At dawn a fresh east wind {calmer two

a9




ROBERT JACOR GORDOM

hours later), Fine weather, somewhat clowdy on the horizon
Viery fine all day with a tlght east winid. There is little dew here
and seldom,

[!':]_'.lan:d. morth over the |_'.||.al'n downhill and after half an
hiouc's travel we were out of the kokerhboogms?* and El_'.|i:|'|gI uphi“
over difficult reddish-brown and stony sandhills We made a
sqmall turm Lo et lh:ruush the rises and therealter Followed our
course on @ hard road. Ahead of us we saw many rhinoceros
tracks. They had been cutting all sorts of capers and running
reund in circles, Atevery place where they had dunged they had
scratched two furrows, had kicked their dung and wprooted
shrubs [rom the ground. Was nowhere able w find traces of
horns in the ground but everywhere the scratching where they
had dunged.

After we had been travelling for four hours, it being one
oclock in the afternoon, we saw two rhinoceros sanding at
about 1000 paces away on the plain between caan and kouw
thickets ten to twelve feet high. We loaded our guns and the
three of us went townrds them, the Howentor Klaas Barend,
Madel, {an of-duty soldier, a German}and 1. They went off 1o
the right, inio the thicket, in order 1o stalk the animals from
down wind and 1 stayed up in font in case they intended o
come forth there The thinocerns were stianding facing me, their
ears fHapping up and down. Before we had lefi the wagon 1o go
ingo che ihicket 2 hartebeest (bubalis} bull came right up o ws,
about 8o paces distant 1t appeared o fear nothing nor to be
aware of ws However, while we were on the plain we did not
want to shoot it since we did not wish o disurb the [two]
rhinsceras, ltwould, 1 believe, have come right up to ws had my
dog Keiser not seen it and fown at it Forrunately it ook a
course away from the rhinoceros, bounding off in the most
beauriful way, making beauiful jumps like a springbaok, which
caused the dogs to aim o shon,

The rhinoceres had not been pware of anything and we went
13 the places mentioned before. Model and the Hottentot crepa
1 within a good hundred paces of them but were then unable 1o
see them well in thg thicket. They had s1ill not become aware of
mebecause | saw them calmly lving down with the resuls that the
rwo hunters were wnabbe to shoot them. 1went about filty paces
nearer, wherenpon one of the animals stoed up; shortly aler-
wards the Hottenmot shot and the animal fell down dead. The
shot, a5 we afterwards found, had gone close to or into the heart.
The other received the ball high in the foreleg, in the bady, and
limped off. My dog Keiser, however, who respects no animal,
Hew at it om the frst shot and atacked the rhinoceros from in
front and from behind. It tried to gore the dog but Keiser was too
quick for it and, before T could get to it, Model shot it dead.

Wi founsd that both were cows with two teats that were much
bigger than those of a hippopatamus and with light, pendulous
wibders wery much like 1 horse's They were almost the same
length and height and were fully grown, The largest was four
feet ten inches high in a strasght line in front and one and a half
inches bower behind. [t was ight feet, Four inches long, meas-
wred in d straight line just as the atimal lay there We placed it
in the same position it woukd have had were italive and as il we
were seeing it from the side. The other differed by ane inch fom
the above measurcments. The largest lorn was 15 inches long
and that of the smallest 8 inchies, thus differing from last year's
buall by ane inch.* The thickness also hardly differed and with
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these the head was 23 inches long, The eye lies just between the
tip of the nose and the middle of the ears, below the posterior
horn, nine inches above the lower jawhone and only six be-
neath the postedior horn, Its muzzle is very pliahle and loose
(probably so that it can be extended and retracted) and the
lower part as well; its congue is nog hard but very soft, although
it s TIJI.I.EI'I hqﬂwr up tovwards the back, It can =ee forwards with-
out turning its head, Although the eyes are placed as they are
and the opening is one inch in diametes, the pupil is clear and
prosuberant and not sunken, The thick horns on the nose allow
raom far the line of sight 10 pass completely unimpeded also
sinice the hindmost part of the eye at the side of the ears is much
widerthan the foremost part of the eye, this exposes more of the
eye. Thus [ was wrong in suggesting that the thinoceros cannot
see straight ahead but it was the hot weather that misled me las
year, Also because it was the first chinoceros 1 had seen 1 was
busy with everything at the same time. An animal shot in the
heat will saell up in less than an hour Because of this its muzzle
and fold around the eve were so swollen that one could see no
movemend in the muzzle and almost no eyes [rom sideways on,
fer alone from the front. The drewing is acouraie as the animal
then was, However since one of these rhinoceros was dying as
B came up to it | siw, Inoking closely at the face, that i could see
wellin front of it and 1 saw chae the eyes did not look imward bot
sat seraight under the lids, It had a dark bloe pupil, a darkerids;
the white of the eves was clear as well, 1 also saw that although
the rhinoceros sometimes stands and looks as it does in the
drawing, its more natural position howeveris with its head held
lower down so that the horns form an angle of forme-five degrees
ta the homzon

For the rest, both these animals had no folds in their hide,
only at the Bank; and only aslight fold on the loreleg and on the
neck. They also had a much smeother hide and not a furry as
last year's bull. 5till do not know whether it is common for cows
t0 have no folds For the rest they are somewhat smaller than the
bulls but they have the same stance. Both the horns were loose
Although they have no incisors the teeth do however come
together in the front of the mowth in such a way that fora space
of bwio inches there are no teeth

E’J?aﬁa:juurney east continued withour noteworthy incident
for the ensuing four or [ive days. On 7 October a tribes-
man called Toenema, whom Gordon had befriended,
estimared that they were 'vwo days from the great water-
[all'. This was optimistic for they were now at Samoep-
rivier, a good eighty o ninety kilometres west of the
Augrabies Falls, In [ace it was o ke them more than a
week o reach this destinadon.

The next day Gordon wrote of his comtinuing, happy
relations with the Einbquas, also stating how his imme-
diate party was now constituted:

The Emiguas with me were delighted that their fellow country-
met would be astonished at me. They asked especially that 1
should wear my long hake leose when with them. There were
miirw two mitle Einlguss and theee women of that nation with os,
as well a5 a Hotrentor and good shot called Claas Barend. In
addedition there were anether foor Honentows, one of whom was
Koerikel and thar, with Schoemaker, was all our company; the



Hushmen having gone with Pinar along the fver We have
missed them this sooth day although cur agresment was 1o meet
on the first evening

On 10 October something out of the ordinary occurred
when Gordon received a new addition 1o his parry:

Lefi at sewen o lock and had o travel & and SE [or three and
3 hall honers with many thurns around the range belore we came
1o the undeqmurﬁd water-hole Hares. It had .!F"-"d waper b
little af it The whaole range is the same; there are undcrpnund
water-hales in the rivaletss which uh[:.r Ao in thundersorms
Found Pinar here: we had been [uuking for each other Saw
meany EiHHE and rhinocerea tracks and 1_.'1'_|r.zrrl::|.' a herd of
zehra, abhowt 30, but could nol get within range, ThE].' had shot
foar H1.i:|'|.|:|n|:nl-r|;|':I bwo |'|i.|:||_:||.1|_:u:|Lln|.1.n:|... keillecd am :|:|:||'|:u1.|: and
mrrl}' wounded another Thql found a Bushman kraal ithe
mthier sicde n{.ﬁn.rnnep A WO gve him bwa youing Hottenioks
;hnutrig'l':t years old. One ram Ay agakn, the other l'l:':,l'l.'l:l with
me; his name was Cabas or Red:

Mo further derails are given except this additional note
made a day later

Returned to the wagon in the alternoon. Was most astonished
M young Cahas who is n'r|||}' three feet, four inches hl.gh,
(Koerikei is four feet high). He carried the copper measuring
stick of the Barometer and he was :h.-:g,l: as cloge 1o me as 3 d-ug
although | walked very Bst and it was very hot, He paid close
attention o everything and did evervthing o win my favour

[t was, of course, common practice for the colonisss
take captured ‘Bushmen’ children by force into their ser-
vice, but here there is no question of violence: the child
Cabas was a gift. A probable reason for this handing over
was that the ‘Bushmen’ were short of oo and believed
that the boy would be better off under the protection of
these efficient hunters and poweMul men from the west.

@#om the start of this sage of the journey Gordon had
been recerding the sighting of giraffe wacks, and It is clear
that it was a prime ambition of his 10 bag one of these ani-
mals as the giralfe was a great ravity in the annals of
eighteenth-century zoology."

The first recorded sighting of giraffes had occurred in
1667 when two ‘camels’ (short for ‘camelopards’) had
been seen by Furopean travellers some 100 kilometres
south of the Orange River. After that date. however, no fur-
ther sightings south of the river were reported unnil the
events described in Gordon's journal entry of 12 October
1779, quoted below:

As mentioned earlier, in 1760 Jacobus Coetsé Jansz shot
two females in what is now southern Namibia and
brought the skin of another young animal back wo Cape
Town. Then in 1762, during the expedition under Hop -
also mentioned before = a female and bull giraffe were
shot in the vicinity of Warmbad. The skin of the female’s
call, which had died, was subsequently sent to Professor
Allamand at the University of Leiden. It was the first
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example of this species o reach Europe in the eighteenth
century and attracted considerable attention. Professor
Allamand produced a short description of the animal
and, together with a drawing of the skin, this was pub-
lished in Buffon's Histeire Naiurelle

It can be safely assumed that Gordon knew of this
account and, given his close des with the prolessor, we
can also assume that they had discussed this rare and
wonderful creature — perhaps examined the skin too —
belore Gordon's second departure for the Cape

William Paterson had examined a giraffe shot by
Sebastinan van Reenen in 1778 north of the Orange. This
trophy would also have been discussed by Gordon when
he and Paterson were together in the earlier stages of this
Journey, Finally, Gordon twice had occasion to mention
giraffe skins in this journal: once when be met the
deserter Wikar, who “had the skin ol a female giraffe with
him', and secondly, when he returned o Ellenboogion-
tein from the mouth of the river, tersely remarking T had
been given the skin of a voung bull giraffe at the driflt”. On
this latter occasion he described the horns' and the head
of the hide, adding that he had put it in water to soften it

From all these facts we can see that the giraffe was of
absorbing interest not only 1o the anatomists and zoolo-
gists of Eurppe but also 40 Gorden and his fellow
explorers, With this in mind we come © the moment
when Gordon meets his own first girafle

About sunser (MB. alier travelling for six hours) | saw the firs:
gitnife but far off and | used my pockes spyglass. He came
tomvarels s in ehis course to the river, at dmes standing still and
waving his neck from one side w0 the other like the mast of a
ship that heels over strongly at sea. One of moy Hottentoos had
already seen it and, stalking it, wounded it slightly bat it got
wway, Pinar, who had been hunting two rhineceres, came from
behinad, right inte its path. Follewing the animal and setting my
dogs upon same, | then heard barking and pwo shots. Although
dusk was already drawing in. | lelt my horse and wenton foat o
the harking and came upen Pinar whe was making signals by
shooting and with fires, being an hour from the wagon. There ]
found this handsome and extraordinary animal, one of the
mast beautiful formed by namre, dead. Lighted by burning
brands | could not inspect it enowgh for my satisfaction. Young
Kabas and Koerikei had followed and stayed by me wp hill and
devwn dale; as full as itwas of thorn bushes, L told pwo Hostentors
10 feach the wagon although the other Hottentots said it would
be dangerous in the dark, on account of rhinoceros of which
there are many around here, It arrived ar midnight. My wpcoun-
try Hottentots were the most asionished at this animal, In the
evening a cold, brisk southerly wind came up and since 1 had
become hot from walking, and being thinly clad, | suffered
greatly from the cold until the wagon came. Had no water but
fior that in my water barrel,

Gordon's language is fired with excitement as he describes
this exotic creature. His comments, if not poetic, are cer-
tainly unexpected in their metaphoric intensity, going far
beyond the terse sobriety of his usual style. For once, it
seems, he allows his delighted curiosity and enthusiasm
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to burst out on to the page. It is oddly moving, 1o, when
he confesses ‘1 could not inspect it enough for my
satisfaction’

The whole of the next day, 13 October 1779, was spent
‘measurning and examining this beautiful animal” which
was a ‘Tully-grown bull girafle’. Gordon makes no idle
claim: there are no fewer than seventy-cight different
external measurements of the animal = all in Rhincland
feer In addition there are many further details givern of
the head, hide, sexual organs, neck, hooves and rail, etc.
From time to time he breaks off to describe some facet of
the anatomy or to recount some curions anecdote, such as
that of *the wife of a certain Visagie' who rides unharmed
among the creatures, ‘being dressed in striped clothing”

Gordon is giraffe-mad — obsessed with the animal. The
entry for the day takes up almost four folio- or foolscap-
size pages of the journal, while his Atlas contains no fewer
than nine drawings of giraffes, and only one of these is not
in Gordon's or Schoemaker's hand.

The final result of all this measuring and description
was to be an article in one of the supplements w Buffon's
Histoire Naturelle comtributed by Professor Allamand and
published in 1781 In the article the professor freely and
warmly acknowledges his debt to Gordon:

He has seen several of them [Le giaffes] and has even killed
some. He las examited them with all the anention of a judi.
cious naturalist: he has sent me an accurate drawing of them
which | huve had engraved _ - and his Betters o me have given
me a Girly extensive description, thus clarifving a1 last what
one should think of the animals .. . #

That Tairly extensive description’ is undoubtedly maken
from this journal, bur the measurements and observa-
tions on the anatomy of ehe animal are of linle inerest o
the general reader and therefore are not quoted here. The
following short passage, however, is a linle more digesti-
ble than the pages.qﬁ'ﬁgurﬁ. in Rhineland feer and Inches
that precede itand gives some idea of Gordon's diligence
az a zoologist

The shoulder of this animal i J'.-qu:d as 111.-;:-1|.g|:| the hress
Tormeed pari of the neck. It moves the neck backwards and for-
wands, 5||:mrf:,r as it walks like an |.1:n:|1'i|.'|'.|I and this must be, a5 it
were, o ]-::fp its halance, and this causes it to appear i
hehind, Otherwize the chest and Crupper are level, The CrUpper
{orms a rather narmow and pr.limzrj pr:lk on the back and the wo
hreasts are curved in front as well. When this animal stands the
shoriness ol its 1'.!1.|-ng,| amdd the neck and shonlders stii:'king 1'|E|'|I:
up erec make it seem VETY much like an ssirich, Incdeed some
Bushmen call it the lourlegged osarich

As stated, most of the measurements given by Allamand
in the Supplément agree with those shown in this journal
entry. But the hide and skeleton received by Allamand
and finally mounted in the attic of the Prince of Orange’s
‘Cabinet’ came from a different giraffe, shot by one of
Gordon's party near Warmbad in southern Namibia on
10 December of this same year, an incident that will be

102

examined later 1t is not clear why or how this confusion
of giraffes arose, but it is strange that two such dedicated
men of science should have allowed the mistake w creep
in and then not have attempted to correct it

Another mistake that remained uncorrected was the
statement by Allamand that Gordon had himsel] killed
giraffes. According to Gordon's own journal this is not the
casc. The first girafle was shot by Pienaar, as we have scen,




and the second was hit and wounded by Afrikaander, one
of the "Hottentots” who were with Gordon. Its throat was
cut as it lay wounded on the ground. %o in neither case
could the dead animal be claimed as Gordon's own rophy.

There are one or tao further points in the anticle that
deserve amention for the light they throw on the attitudes
and feelings of the men involved. Allamand states: “The
dbustrarion of a skeleton which | append here, Plate XX,
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was sent o me by Mr Gordon. It had been drawn by a man
who had lintle knowledge of anatomy, as one can easily
perceive ... " And the Professor continues: ‘[The skeleton]
is a monument to the zeal with which Mr Gordon applies
himselfto all that concerns Marural History, In order to do

43 A girafle hund — one of the fines)
‘narrative’ paimtimgs in the Gondon Al
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this he had no other help but that of several Hottentots
who had artached themselves o him, as well as a soldier
who served him as a dranghtsman. Yes, those were the
people who helped him to anatomize this great qua-
druped in the middle of the African deserts™*

From these passages it can be seen how valued Gordon's
contribution was and how deeply admired his exploits in
pursuit of namural history were. Allamand was a maost dis-
tinguished figure in the world of zoology ar the dme and
his words would not have been aken lightly. But of inger-
est oo are the remarks that apply 1o Schoemaker, the
soldier-amist, who had such a poor knowledge of anatomy.
It appears that it occurred to neither the Professor nor 1o
Gordon to give him anv praise whatsoever for sharing in
the wials and hardships of the journey.

This raises an issue that must be faced squarely, not just
about Gordon, but generally about the facts of class dis-
rinctan in the Ei.ghleenth century. The gap between an
afficer such as Gerdon and a private seldier such as
Lrhoemaker was indeed wide and would remaln so even
under the shared hardships of a journey like this, It was
easiet, paradoxically, for Gordon to become friends with
a Xhosa or 'Bushman' than with one of his own people of
a lower social stadon. The Buropean and Bushman'/
Khaosa culires were so remate from each other that there
could be no meaningful class distinctions between them.

It is thus quite comprehensible that Professor Alla-
mand would ascribe this whole enterprise to the leader's
glory alone. Mot unnaturally, Gordon also believed that
the girafles were his’ He had initiated the journey, he had
the necessary knowledge o observe and anatomize the
animals and, finally, he was leading the expedition.

gﬂiﬂrﬂ returning to the journey, there is o further commient,
made by Gordon concerning giraffes, which deserves
ntice here, [Eis written on a loose picce of paper, in his
handwriting, and slipped between the pages of this jour-
nal. The note concerhs the giraffe that Le Vaillant claimed
to have shot north of the Orange on his Second Vovage
|[English Title: New Travels| of i783-17842

Barend Vrije shot Vatllant's girafie ™ He crossed the Great River
only bora shor while, Barend Vrije's dogs held the girafTe at bay
towards noon and Vaillant tock Barend Viy's horse for a gicalfe
and stalked bt and nearly shot ot dead. taking it for a gieafe. And
Vatlltand has never seen & Hve gieafle and this glraffe was
smaller than mine, so Pinar told me who saw both of them.
Klaas Bastert alse conhrms that this s so and sayve that YVatllkane
himsell never saw it being killed, much less measared 11 and
that he only could have seen it from alar while it was alive, How-
cwer, he says he cannat be abselutely sure chat when Barend Yry
honted the giratle on horseback Valliant staved behind and
went back because of the heat, He'said that ivwas an ofd animal
and as Klaas expressed it 3 miserable cow' Klaas and three
oiher Hottenions slaughtered it in the presence of Barend Vry
and Swanepoel and then brought it acress the rver o Vallian:
the next day, and Klaas said that it was not nearly as large as
mine which he alse helped to slaughter, In addition mine was
a bull giraffe which had black patches
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This is, of course, unintentionally humorous. Gordon
was. clearly more than indignant when he wrote it. The
repetition of how Le Vaillant took Barend Vry's horse for
a giraffe, and the fact that this giraffe was smaller than his
(om the somewhat dubious testimony of Pienaar and
Klaas Bastert) are comic enough, but when we add to this
that Gordon manages to spell Le Vaillant's name differ.
ently three fimes in this short passage, the unwitting
humour is richly enhanced.

But what occasioned this cutburst about "2 miserable
cow'? It is just possible that Gordon could have seen a
copy of Le Vaillant's Second Voyage which appeared
between September 1704 and August 1795 As noted, it
was in this account that Le Vaillant claimed to have shot
a giraffe® Could it have been this claim thar cansed
Gordon's fury? If so, he must have written the note in the
last year of his life However, it is far more likely that
Gordon read about Le Vaillants giraffe in that raveller's
first French publication, Voyage de Monsieur Le Viaillant
dans U'ingérieur de [Afrigue, which appeared in 1700 At the
end of the book Le Vaillant appended a commentary or
‘supplément’, as he called it*” In it he states, somewhat
coyly and mysteriously, that this ‘is a kind of anticipation
that may appear irregular, but to which [ have in some
measure been constrained by solicitations which 1 oughe
o consider as commangds’

While discussing ‘the natural history of the animals’, he
remarks: ‘Many and vanous accounts have been pub-
lished of the giraffe; but, notwithstanding all the elegant



sl scientific dissenations wrinen on this subject, no just
or precise idea hath been hitherto formed of 115 configu-
ration, much less ol 115 manners, (15 astes, 145 character,
and its organization.’ This would have enraged Gordon,
for in the dismissal of former ‘dissertations’ his own
elegant and sctentific’ contribution o Buffor's Histodre
Maturelle would have been included. Indeed. Le Vaillan
rermarks a litdle further on that 'the figures of this animal
given in Buffon and Vosmar, are in general defective’ ™

Ferhaps, however, it was the Frenchman’s claim, casual-
Iy stated, that he personally had killed 'a number of these
animals’ that hinally drove Gordon to write his note, His
choler is manifese: Le Vaillant had lied not only about the
size olhisgirafle but alse abour who had killed the animal
oranimals. The imeresting point here is: had Gordon for-
gotten who had shot ‘his' giratiest

Before breaking camp on 14 October 1775, a lew fnal
tasks were cartied owt on the remains of the giraffe. In re-
cording these, Gordon also gives us a glimpse of how his
activities struck the local eribespeople. 1t &5 easy o forget
that they were as [scinuted by Gordon's customs and
rites s he was by theirs:

Cut up the whole skeleton of the gitaffe. Succeeded in making
an accuraie drawing. On account of wild animals buried the
Bones in the ground wneil owr return. Noching coubd equal the
surprise of the Bushmen and Einiquas on seeing the drawing,
Theey said that we were extracrdinary people and that they now
saw Chat 1 could coerpee everything (this was the word for imi -
ing amd writlmg, ] They said they now sae why it was | always
walk so far, hackwards and forwards, looking, because at firse
they could make no sense of this

*r":‘ﬁcn they made camp the same day Schoemaker was
again in trouble; “Without, it seems, taking account of the
dry state of the grass nor of the direction of the wind, he
made a fire upwind o grill meat.’ Cruite calmly Gordon
records that they had difficulty i putting out the fire
which could have destroved ‘the entire wagon' This
surely would have been a disaster for the expedition, but
having recorded the event, Gordon does not specalate on
this, nor does he demonstrate any irmitation with Schoe-
maker. He closes the day's entry with a description of the
countryside they are passing through

The next day, Friday 15 October, is full of incident and
interest. Once more gimffes were encountered which
gave Gordon the chance to observe and record their ways
of moving. This cccurred “at the underground water hole
Koekabassi' which is shown just downriver from the
Augrabies on Gordon’s map. Indeed. he wrote that they
were ‘hall an hour from the waterfall , | . the Einiquas call
Aukoerebies or Holleplaats [sunken place]. There is a
sense of complete absorption in his description of the
giraffes and so great was his fascination — and pasgion for
accuracy — that he even Felt it necessary to make a small
outline drawing o illustrate a detall

Saw ot Last whar | had desired forzo |n|1.g: RN _g_i:mi[u: close by s0
that we were ahle o exzmine them th-nrnup,hl].'. Doe of them
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(had blacker patchies being a bull) was, aran esomace, hall a foo
higher than the others bur probably not higher than abour
Fifteen or sixeen feet at the most, They stood and grazed off the
lova trees Then, becavse they had become aware of us, they
paced ahead slowly, one after the other, like flamingoes.

I neorw s tha although, while standing, they somietimes hold

their necks completely siraight in a Line with their feet, when
they walk their posture is such thar their necks form an angle of
thirty degrees in a straight line from the zenith o the horizon,
This means that the extension of the neck, shoulder and rear
part of the body appears to make a slanring line, thus;
The head and mouth bend down. While walking their neck
micves forward and down bur not beimg able 1o wot (s0 it is said
ond [ did mot see them doing this) they fell into a hand-gallop
when chased by my dogs. Every rime the fronc part of the body
came down the neck also went kackwards and foreards: most
curious o see. Mevertheless this animal nuns as fast as aneland,
bust both can be overtaken by the average horse.

It is said thar they can give a fearful kick and thar they fight
cach other thos. The one we shot still bore scars. from this. One
dog oonald not keep i ar bay, not daring 10 approzch is feer, and
unable v geeaits body We were sz anxiows to shoot one b
the dogs were on b oo quickly Alss, wannung o spare my horse
Snel, [ left i behind. (e could have chased and circled them),
Farthermore, | planned w shoor one closer wo the place where
1 Eeft may boat so that | would be able wo rake the skin back with
m. There 5 nothing ungainky abour the legs, which are well-
proportoned. It can eat from the ground withour bending the
knees bur i mostly grazes off the leaves and branches of rees
where (s hormns play a part. Withour the diogs they would have
remained standing, within sho, looking inguisidvely at the
wagon because they were not used 1o seeing amything like (o

The comparison of the pacing giraffes to flamingoes is
both novel and illuminating, 1t was made, no doubt, in a
spirit of scientific accuracy, of wanting to get that move-
ment exactly right. yet the comparison gives the passage
a lyrical quality which is unusual in Gordon's writings.
But giraffes had this effect on him, as we have seen. Nor
was his excitement confined to his journal.

In the Gordon Atlas there is a drawing which surely
reflects this episode, although it appears to have been
claborated on slightly in order to make it a more ‘typical’
scene; eight and not six giraffes are pictured, and two
hunters are seen shooting at the herd while a third
follows on horseback, accompanied by two dark hu-
man figures on foot. The drawing is full of naive vigour
in the depiction of the people but, significantly, the
giraffes themselves are most lifelike, as though drawn
by someone who truly understood their anatomy (see
pages 102-3").

Beneath the drawing is an inscription by Gordon which
conveys 50 much about the man and his capacity for
delight in the animals he encountered — latent and
restrained though that passion may be — that it merits
quoting here:

View of the country at 28 degrees, 32 minutes. latitude and
3 degrees cast longitude of the Cape of Good Hope; below the
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Grear Water{al] Avkoerehis in the Dirange or Garieb River in the
|:|:II,II1|'!':|I'|.‘|J|:|'.|E Einiguas. Here | saw the most beautilu] and sin-
gular 5'.3]“ in all my jnm'nq,':,:e:i.ﬂl, all at one ;g].ln.;r ﬂ'lrl:lug'h
# semi-circle: twelve H.inﬁrn, abiouat E['I'!.' cl.rph:.nh, 5 rhing-
ceros, a flock of 20 ostriches, a herd of 13 kodu, and one great
herd of zebra Saw ]'l|'PPL'pPlIJ4.l[‘I1.1.L'|- in the fiver |:u:|.-r.rw, :mlimm:ing

and |:||:'|.'|.r|s Inﬁ:lhet

@ here is more excitement to follow On the same day
Cordon records his first sight of the Augrabies Falls. Gor-
don apparently drew, or had a view drawn of the falls as
seen from the south bank of the river*® (‘ar a point about
vy mdles in a direct line downstream from the main
falls’, according 1o Professor Forbes),

The description of the falls is carefully and accurately
made in Gordon's usual manner, but what the somewhat
exotic Tegend of the enchanmress' refers to has not been
recorded for posteriry;

Wemnt 1o the river to look at the waterfall which | could neither
hear nor see although when the rveris full the sprav can be seen
a day's travel away and can be heard from even [urther off
Because the countryside is flat around here found that the river
lorms deepclefs, entively of rock, which are about ten to rwenty
feet wide bebow bug a good Aty feet above In some places they
are aoo-3o0 feet deep. As far as | know at present, the river
divides here and forms three long rectangular, stony islands bur
with some shnsbs an them, This lasts abowt a mile before the
next confluence of the river

Wis bortunate that the river was now at low water, otherwise
[ coubd not have reached the islands and thus the deepest
crevice (although | missed the fine view of the spray and the
minbow). From this arses the legend of the enchanmmess who
sits in the middle and scrs it all up.

The concluding entry for this day, 15 October 177g. is
particularly revealing, It is true Gordon and absolutely
reflects his unmﬂi:ﬁ%rahnh' civilized temperament. The
last sentence in particwlar is really only a conhrmation of
the feeling that underdies the whele of this journal,
demonstrating his rejection of fantasy and his confi-
dence in reason:

Have been surprised by the Bushmen; theugh all our things lie
unguarded belore them they will never touch anything with the
inentbem of removing it Althoagh we are so vulnerable in this
distant. savage country, full of wild animals, we are quite at ease
in our mings, as in the middie of Cape Town, even though on
our guard, When one compares this with the descriprions of
people whio even in the sumroundings of Cape Town, Fird all
kinds of danger, one can see how litthe danger there really is
because it is only in the minds of men

Exploration of the river continued and more human
encounters ook place It all proceeded happily, as Gor-
don records in genial detail:

Fine weather MNormal beat Cool essterly breeze.
Went to the river to ke latimade. Bushmen and some of my
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people carvhed the barometer and che aswrclabe. Berween the
second and third streams, which are further apan from each

ather, there are many rees and boshes | . . . Come midday
abrained the ladmede: 28 deg 30 min. Ermor 22' deg MW o
here. We had grilled rhinoceros tongue to eat and went on-a
good hall howr northwards across stomy fidpes and uneven
praces with the same trees. Here 1again saw & crevice through
whilch the water ran as in a powerful watermill. Coming Fom a
oivere easterly direction saw that this stream is formed from fous
others. Standing here in order to look round, | saw some Bosh-
men running away. | waved and called to them bur they con-
dnwed on their way until Toenema saw them and knowing thag
they were his friends he called one of them by name and said
that he should not be frightened bag should come to us across
the river.*! This the others then did, shiowing however that they
were maost timid, and astonished by me. Gave them some
wbaceo and Toenema, greatly praising my kindness towards
them said that he was like a child to me and wold them every-
thing that [ coubd da This the athers repeated almiost word for
word, or the latter hall of the sentence only, which is their way,
This has an extraordinary effect if there are many of them
together; everything that one says 15 mimicked by way of
approval. The Fushman stayed close o nry side repeating often
tir the athers: ‘This & my Hosieguad or Master or Losd” Then



anather two of them came up. These vwo or three Kraals are the
Anpe eis {or bright kraal} and they sty lvere by the river®? Thiree
of the four, since they had been joined by yet another, lacked,
like Toenema, one ball, but not one 0ld man, Thus most of them
are half-castrmted. | | . Returned 1o the wagon with the Bushimen.
Founsd some of the others busy filling my wates-barrel. These
Buzshmen caich fsh and live by hunting, digging phis on the skde
of the river in order 1o catch hippopotmus and rhinocenos.
These pits are just like the ame [ and my horse Fell inte on a pre-
vios journey. On thiskind ofisland sew many baboorns and nog
miany birds, but saw somee ducks and divers. These Anoe Eljs are
Einiguas who, because of a quarrel with the Namneyqua Kraal
have lost all theie stock but they are once more good frends
The Mamneygua live a day furthier on. The Anoe Eijs stay mostly
on the other side of the river or on these unusoal types of sland
when it is low water, Bur when it is the season of thunder and
rain and the fver s full they sty on this side. The Hottentots
who half cut themselves call this ceremony Tabie. 50 far as we
knoew there are more Bushmen living norch of here: they told
me these were called Noe Eis and Ei Eis*

he party renewed its journey with the wagon on 18 Oc-
tober 1779, travelling ESE.. Afer four and a half hours
they arrived at an island ‘one and a half hours wide'. This
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45, Crordon’ view of the Augrabies Fails from a
porind 2,5 ke dovwnstream of ihe min fialls

could only be present-day Perde Eiland. Gordon's gilt for
making fricnds with the tribespeople, who had never seen
a white person before, is yet again convincingly demon-
strated here He encounters a small band of ‘Hottengors®
who have, he writes, “ten mat-huts among the trees and |
estimate there are five to six people in each hut’. This day
and the mext day were spent among them. His obsena-
tions are full of interest and bear quating at some lemgth:

Two came to me and | went with them across the stream which
was about 2o feet wide and less than a foot deep and reached
their island, which they abandon when the dver covers maost
of it a1 high water Found this a most beautiful place. The trees
and the folinge below which we walked and of which there is
sa little in this land made it delightful The change from the
parched, ugly, stony and poor countryside made the difference
all the greater.

[ was recetved in the most fiendly manner by a cousin of one
af the chiels which they call Ghaweep. His name was Tamega
amd he was much whiter than the others. Thundery weather
coming up | ook shelver in his hue There, however, the rain
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. A Hottentos" chief Erae,

poured in so heavily thar | had o cloak myself with their large
oval bedding-skin of canle-hde The opening or door was so
narrow and bow thar ome could scazcely creep in orour of ic, The
sqorm over. | went o take the altitude of the river with the
Baromeer, geing 2 ooo lect. Tamega, the son of Aboegoeh, who
showed me the way through the forest, could make no sense of
my watk alehough | explained it e him. Like all wild people the
quicksilver astonished him the moast; how it ks werand yeodeg ™

boumd Pinar here. Yesterday e and kis people sho five cle-
phants (these foresis are full of them). They shot three cows, a
young calf and a voung bull from a herd of 2o We heard them
shooting close 1o us and saw the brightly burning five that they
biad Lt im order 10 keeg the live elephants at bay and voguard the
carcasses This s an old custom;, Tamega told me oo tha they
often have o burn wood v keep the elephants away from their
huts. The elephants chase them as well when they encounter
them. These Hottergiows possess cantle: though not very many,
also sheep and goats and are great haneers. (The sheep are
smooth-haited like goas and have long thin eails. M8 They
milk their sheep), Mer some of them in the forest, their pack-
open and cows were laden with elephant meat and they were
most satiafied.

Retwrned 1o my tent which was pitched a linle dismance rom
the stream, acoompanbed sl by duander, hail and rain. Tamiega
was astonished at my house. Gave him some meat but he
wanted no biseuit or the bread which we had baked with some
flour When the heavy thunderstorm was over, the two kinds of
chiel sch brought me a wooden cylinder of milk and | gave
them some tobacea. They sadd thar they had contimsal angu-
meents and war with the K Heys Baw Ets (Cutting Kezal) amd
the Ogoqua o Agokwa (Mamow Cheeks 7 These ane acteally
the Einbgua.» They said thar they were always swealing each
athers’ catgde and killing each other A nephew of Aboegoeh
waalked with a limp [rom a poisoncd-arrow in the knee which he
had got pwo years previcusly They mostly complained of the
Crrogqua but they ewed each other nothing. Liold them thar our
great Chief wanted them all to live in peace and that | would alse
discuss this with the Ogogqua, upon which they were delighted.
Mothing astonished them more shan my long hair which | was

18

wearing loose ot the request of Toenema, my thick beard as well,
Mo king in Europe could have received mare respect than that
which they gave me in their own manner,

These woods are full of hicds: Guinea fowl or Camdebo
chickens as well as pheasant, (francolin, Saw a mes: beauwriful
woodpecker, but only one, which, to their amazement, | shog
Fut further saw nothing of the usual birds of the fver 1 raded
a sheep-skin for two of jackal and Cosrak Coelak, as well as
somie smaller skins of animals | had pot seen but which only
exist here, [t is reported that there are again four elephants dead
though this is not certain because of the thundery weather. {If
an elephant falls down and there are others with it they push
and trample it hard in order to get it o stand again. ) We are now
z degrees, g minutes east from the latitade of the Cape and
4 degrees, 4 minutes from the mooth of the river which is now
i the west of us

rgth Ceraber r77o
Fine weather. Light easterly breeze, The air much cooler bur
suliry once maore in the afiernoon

Again went to che kraal and the nver which are on the same
parh. Wisuld have fallen into a pit, dug out for hippopotamus,
had | not been forewarned by the Ghawoep and his son Goroe
wha were walking ahead. They were very aary going through
the forest on account of the elephants which, they twold me, were
lkable to chase and crample them ta death, althowgh they never
hune them. As they showed me lvom their isacks, the elephants
often come 1o their kraal, which they called by the name ol
Comm. In addicion a shom while before an elephant had tram-
pled one of their voung girls o death while she was walling in
the forest looking for food,

For soms thme we wandensd through the forest and along the
river where | found some beanniful blue stones &= rransparent as
sapphine, also some orange, speckled, green ones. Saw [resh
tracks ol elephamt which according to the Hotenuoes, had
passed §0 paces away vesterday Six elephants had gone that
wity, cave of which was wounded and they advised me no o use
this path w venture through the lorest It s cenain that one
canmol see Far in this thickly wooded place and tha the animals
can be upon one before one knows it The Honenns say that
in a bad thundersiorm an elephant will stand selll in dee same
place rom fear. Till now these people have not found any of the
elephants that have been shot

Arriving at the kraal | saw & Homentor whee lacked an eye |
askexd him how he had Fost b and hee told me, i the presence of
the kraal, thiar a star had Eallen out of the sky on 1o his bead and
in ehis way had wounded him badly. Enguinng furer | found
that superstiion was mixned up in it and that he had probably
hiad a kind of stroke. Asking low the star had fallen from the sky
he and an obd woman sald that it loeked like a porcuplne, and
thar three girts had caught the thing He said that although he
wias & very mich man and had already staughtered much swock
ithis being ‘other-making’y he had not been able 1o become
strong and healthy again, Thus all their cusioms end up in ear-
ing. as indeed with most peaples, who alse add drinking When
arich Horrentot dhies many cartle and sheep are slaughtered and
caten at his grave The bones and joints are lelt there as a memo-
rial. 1 presented the two Ghaweeps or headmen with some
beads and two little mimmors (one each) far thear favourite wives



and we were good [riends They warned mé to be on our guand
with the other Hottenoas saying that they were mreacheraus.

Today again saw some hippopotimus 1o the clver which here
runs 5 E and MW Sawsome blue ixias as well, and echerwise up
to here there have been few Bowers, and also much boney

It can be noted from this passage how Gordon in no way
parronizes the mribespeople. He does not sneer conde-
scendingly ar their astonishment but obviously delights
in their naive surprise at the quicksilver, ‘wet and yet dry”.
Clearly, he is only weo happy to oblige his fricnd Toenema
b wearing his long hair loose. Furthermore, his sincerity
and appreciation shine through when he remarks on the
respect he receives from these people ‘in their own man-
ner. Even the account of the star like a porcupine,
wounding the ‘rich’ man's eve, is related without mockery
[t is, after all, a good swory but balanced by Gordon's
explanation, so characteristically rational, thar it was
‘probably . a kind of stroke’

As the marrarive flows, itis EASY 10 ignore or t'-::nrgt: the
vital part that Plenaar and his followers plaved in the
expedition, stnce Gordon himself does not often refer to
their activities, They were, of course, constantly hunting
for game, thus providing the main source of food for the
party. By doing so, they freed Gardon to carry on his
exploring and observing and recording, Withour Pienaar
and kis hall-casie macksmen, Gordon would sor have
been able to take and record so tany Measurements oF o
supervise and make such a wide varlery of drawings, 1o
pamie just some of his many activites. On this particular
day Pienair and his men provided a suhstancial amount
of elephant meat, so much that they were able o give the
tribesmen a feast as well Their ‘pack-oxen and cows were
laden, Gordon records, | and they were most satisfied”
Such gifts no doubt helped greatly wo smengthen the good
relationship that had sprung up between these diverse
strangers in the wilderness

[ ]

.-'-.ﬁﬁ-ury travelled on with the wagon the next day, 20 Octo-
ber, and made their camp on the dry river bed of the
Camagiqus of Hamebeest River, which siill bears that
rame today, A hippopotamus was shot and the wribesmen
appear to have appreciated this rreat as much as they did
the elephant meat. It is a savage scene which Gordon
records as they slavghter one of these animals “wildly
prrattling and screaming as they cur the Hesh off with eheir
assegats’ Later he entertained them by lighting ‘their
pipes of obacco with a burning glass” and by playing
‘wpon the cithern for them' ¥ This is the first time that we
learn thar be had sich an insorument with him or that he
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had amy musical gifis. Though perhaps his detailed descrip-
tons of indigenous music, mentioned earlier, should
have alemed us that Gordon had a musical bent, What,
one wonders, did he play for them, here on the remote
reaches of the Orange? Xhosa songs, marching munes, or
Celtic melodies are all possibilities. as we know from the
few accounts we have of Gerdon's musical diversions. At
all accounts it is an emtertaining tableau to reflect upon,
before following this exceprional man across 1o the
northern bank of the Orange, on this last stage of his east-
ward exploration of the river.

It was at this point that Gordon decided to continue his
journey without the wagen and pursue his course on the
other bank, ‘taking only as much as four pack-oxen could
carry’. He decided to abandon his barometer but to take
his astrolabe. This gives us an interesting insight into his
priorities; it was more important to know his latmude
than o register the heights of places on the journey. It is
also interesting thar he changed his journal notebook
from the large folio size he had been using up to now for
a smaller, quarto size boolk. Obviously this was easier to
carry and 1o handle fora man going, for the most part, on
foor: for, although we know from some remarks later in
the pournal that the party did cross the river with horses,
it is evident that Gordon foresaw, correctly, thar the ter-
eain woitld be rough and unsuitable {or extended riding

At no time in the narrative does Gordon say what his
destination was on this nofthern bank of the river It can
readily be supposed that, at most, he hoped to get wo thay
part of the Orange near Bethulie that he had struck in
December 1777, thus completing the circuit alluded to
earlier. However, one can an least opinge rthat he wanted o
conlirm that {1 was indeed the same river and, from the
casual remarks in the journal, ieis clear that, in Gordon's
mind, this minimum aspiration was met. In fact he and
his party were o travel approsdmately 150 kilometres
upstream (o the vicinity of present-day Koegashrug which
is ahour Torry kilomerres downstream from the oown
oof Priesksa

On 22 October — the day before crossing 1o the nomh-
etn bank — Gordon wrote in the journal that his party
now consisted of ‘three Europeans and nine Houentog
marksmen, as well a5 my two young servants and some
Bushmen” The Europeans’ could ﬂn!g,.' be Gordon, Piecer
Fienaar and Schoemaker The two young servants must
have been Koertkel and the newly enlisted Cabas. Drisap-
pointingly, Gordon does not tell us who the marksmen
were. From the evidenoe in the journal, Piet and Klaas
Bastert, Klaas Barend and ‘Afrikaander’ were probably
among those nine men mentioned




EPILOGUE

G{}_RDDN’S DESCENDANTS

= ordon was survived by his wife and four
soms On 8 March 1707 Mrs Gordon sold
their house, Schoonder Sigt, and shornly

= afverwards left the country, accompanied by
her children. The family first travelled o England where
Ms Gordon endeavoured to sell her hushand's papers, as
has been related in the opening pages of this smudy
Towards the end of 1797 she moved o Lausanne, and
from informarion obtained in the Cantonal Archives of
that town, we know that she continued 1o live there, or in
the vicinity, until her death_ [t is also recorded that she
lent money to various individuals from nime to ime. She
died in 1831, at the age of eighty-two!

As noted earlier, Roberr, the eldest son, joined the Cape
girrison force as a cadet, evenmally becoming an ensign.
He was in his sixteenth vear when he lefithe Capeinaggy.
Once in Europe, it seems, he joined the French army, in
whose service he anained the rank
of colonel. Before the Baule of
Waterloo he wasappointed chief of
stafl o a French army division,
however, [or some unknown rea-
son, he decided wo ourn traitor,
revealing the numbers and posi-
tions of the French 1o the enemy.

L

His rreachery was discovered and he was shot in cold blood
by the soldiers of the Governor of Condé on 7 July 1815,

It appears that Gordon's second son. Picter, also joined
the French army, rising to the rank of lieutenant. He is
thought to have died in the Serbo-Turkish War.

Alexander, the third son, joined the French navy and
was a nineteen-year-old sailor at the Battle of Trafalgar in
1805, He married a Duech wife in Amsterdam in 1820, but
after this nothing further is known of his life

James Charles Gerhard, the youngest son, bornin 1701
joined the Swiss Guards in France and was later marned
in Switzerland 1t was said that he was struck by one disas-
ter afrer another and finally went mad, dying some time
between 1839 and 1861

Gordon's only known grandchildren sprang from this
same James Gordon. Two of these lived and died in Swit-
zerland. but the second child, a son. settled in New York
and was still alive in 1862 He. in
murr, had four children, all barn in
Mew Yorlk There is also a record of
reo other great-grandchildren be-
ing born in Switzerland, but apart
from this, nothing more about Gor-
don's descendants has been brought

to light

B A decorafive motlf from Cardon’s grewt s’
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