A SUPPLEMENTARY NOTE ON THE STATUS OF RHINOCEROS
AND THAMIN (PANOLIA ELDI THAMIN) IN THE
UNION OF BURMA, 1953

By
U Tux Vix, B.c.s. (Retd)

is note is compiled from copics of reports very Kindly furished
the Personal Assistant to the Conservator ts, Burm:

The witr takes (s opporunlty Lo thaic the above
i readines i tacing ol reports
o hine ana sopplyig ‘e with Copies on req

SHWE-U-DAUNG SANCTUARY.

'l'hz range umm ‘Thabeitkyin, continues 1o receive an

time ‘that the three rhinos ,qua reviously are still Sarviving
in (Mdenu] ingles jn the upper reaches of fhe Snw}l nyar u Chaung.
(Annual Report on Forest Admnmurxmm. East -
sa),

During the Jspaoese cccugation, a vilager fom Peg vilage shot
thino and a school teacher from Thit-Sein-Gon village shot
ovo o rhnm (sex unkown)

here is a local bellef that the best across et is
auig ihe ful moon of Waso (Jub) wm they uaually congreg
together. (Report on e Dung Game Sncroy by g

f S T ot Muy o) ©

Uy River DRamace AweA

{1t prety hard to cstmate the number of hinoceros in Homatin

ib-Di d personally hazard a_guess of some seven o

R, hache (s

reported from the right bank of the

There may be one or two animals in the wild interior ¥ of Hiumti State.
¥ Yemember a Chin teling me in To¢3 how he and a few others

selitary animal) have becn
indwi of Nantalaik.

shot two rhinos within a week in the Uyu area, west of Chaungson.
The Chin Mawngkan is probably doing colossal damage
& (W. J. Carrot,t  Commissioner,
Dlvlsno»anrch st
fopal Foret Offcer, Upper Chindwiny Myittha Divsion,
s etween Uy and Chindwin rivers and Taw Sein
e orestsTor vesaresion 353 sancruary o thing, Recc
report. that there are chivos w\wmg in the Yele Forests
(m.xk ¢ “on Forest

Admnnnsununn, Chindvin Circle 1981-52)  The Divisional Forest
Wear' Katha Division, cstimaied the mumber of thina i

+ Me. W. J. Carrot was Deputy Commissioner, Naga Hills Distict,

June 1960,
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Namia-Za, Nam-Voke Chaung uncassed orsts and the Taungthorlont

arca as fve. The same estimate was given in 19505t (Annual
Report on Forest Administration, Northers Gircke, 1965.63.)
Myrmvina Awsa

“In July 1948, & track of a rhinoceros was seen on the hills of

a0 Tan Bum in Pindung Reserve by gamekeeper La Kyon Nawng
and the gy (readman) of Mayan Vilage, It is believed that e
animal crossed over from the Uyu side and went north along the
cast bailk of Namii and Pidaung Chaung (stream) towards. the
Eimkhing B

At a place ulled Kyaukkaik camp near the source of the Tagwin
Chaung, Mogoung Range, tracks of another. animal are reported to
have beén discovered as recenty as November 1947, From the tracks
g s belioed that the animal came from the wes, the
and went_eastwar
i Indanegst Range tracks of ©

re seen near the

icated that it tumed back o that dmmlge e
o el e Descir 1048 e Diviional
Forcet s, Mty o the Comsematon of Forcie, Norihern
Gircle, Maymyo).

TexassERIM PENINSULA

‘Rhinoceros (Rhinoceros sndsiowr wd Rhinoceros_sumatrensis

were at one fime plentiful but owing to the depreda
poachers have grealy decreased n rimbere. ey
Beard about in any of the wellknown forest, One anima
t tin, Vebu suk Tk, tooter s on Nkt mmm!nm while
imals are reported ip other areas report comes

that rhing i Rodger's L. s report
is hnrdly creditle but as it recurs there may be some futh n i
stated that _rhir

Kissersing Islan m...d. that a tht ime thy exised on Sir Robert Campbell
d Sir inds. In those days the dried hi
id in the Mergui e

e s eands i ..gm “all ound.". [Tavey Divisionsl Working Flan
ung,]m 1956-50) by H. C. Pudden, 1.5.. Deputy Conservator of

PANOLIA ELDI THAMIN
TunvETMYO FOREST DivisioN
jmin occur el i the serb ungle between e custern
watershed of the Pani stream and the lrrawaddy River, There a

Toungthorlon i am extinct Volcano, 5,000 ., near the borders of Upper Chindwin
iiscns,

wnd yhane B
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possibly 200 animals in this area. Round Sitsayan and Damathaw,
north of Kama respectively, there are a total of 2030
(Divisiorial Forest Offcer, Thayetmyo—Ociober i947.)

MeikTia Forest Divisio

“The existing stock has diminished to a very narrow margin and is
now confined to the following limits :—

Area Estimated stock
Stags  Hinds
Meiktila Range :
jotaung reserve and unclassed lom - 9 22
Inbinwa reserve lnd ‘unclassed forest . 8
Pyaukseikpin unclassed forest
Tagundaing
;("u'ruﬂnl and Sintaung unclassed forest
Myothit range p

(Diisional Forest Offcer, Mlkila—vgib March xo5t)

Aung Din, .. (Oxon), b.c., Silviculturist, informed the writer
e o Sharin o seterl oecasans. o Ms wpemion. of
Meiia Forest Divison in March 1954.  He s definic that thamin

n the increae.
“Abundant i the Lower Chinduin, Vawand Misbu Forest Dvsions.”
(Annual Report on Forest Administration, Chindwin Circle, Maymyo,
-951‘-)3:-)

Anmual Report on Forest Administration, Northern Circle,
Mwmwv 1952-53)

Note.—Thamin_ exist in fair mumbers near Kyauk-O, Thabeltiyin Range, East
“Feres Dhien (54845,

Concrusion

‘Are there any thamin alive in Burma today?’ (Lt-Col. E. G.
Phythian-Adams, JBNHS, Vol. 50 (:) p. ro—August 195.)

increased during the war period.
much game was destroycd: D
destroyed by peace guerillas
Goverment, Whether the insurgents can aford fo waste hei
stock on wild game is not known. Ammunition is still scarce. Permi
olders are permitted to draw only fifteen rounds at a time (once in
two o three year). People dare n venture out o shoct gume. In
1048, o party af e gune from Rangoon (Enropenni) who went out
giiomt & e Tosci 3 rpried by
msurgenls and B s o ammamiion loqu. Fine Ro ngonn
et the. shoot Jater rectived a note . from
Insurgents that the guns would be returned in exchange for rifes !
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