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The birth of Samia's son Samuel, presented a unique and unprecedented opportunity to closcly witness the maternal behavior
of a rhino raised with substantial human influence. Anna's painstaking efforts to help Samia adapt to life in the wild proved
successful. The rhino provided a model for examination of many of the behaviors which might be anticipated if a captive bred

rhino were released to the wild. It was hoped that Samucl would also adjust and adapt naturally, completing the circle and the
dream of returning creatures back to the wild if their habitat is protected. The experiences at Lewa prove that this concept can

be a reality.

I was able to see Samia and Samuel almost daily during my stay at Lewa from May -August of 1995. While staying with
Anna, I was routinely awakened to the squeaks of Samuel as he followed mom through the tall grass just outside of Anna's
guest housc. Samia bedded down each night close to the safety of Anna's house but as soon as she woke and showed off her
calf to Anna, she wandered into the brush to become just like all other rhino - wild but protected in the safe haven of Lewa.
However, all the efforts of the folks at Lewa couldn't save these rhinos from this natural death. When Samia began to cycle
once again, it attracted an aggressive male to the area. He chased Samia over the cliff and Samuel, who never left mom's

side, followed.

As you can imagine Anna, who spent 7 years of her life teaching Samia all she could to be able to survive as a wild rhino, is
devastated by this tragic loss. Although Anna knows that they died of natural causes and an incredible amount of knowledge
was gained from Samia and Samuel, it was an incredible blow to her personnally. She will be happy to know that the 1996
Bowling for Rhinos event will be dedicated to the memory of Samia and Samuel. With continued support, only natural

deaths will occur at Lewa rather than deaths due to poachers.




