Bowhunting Of White Rhino -

Suffering Is Unacceptable

uring the latter half of 1995, AROA took up the question of bowhunting of white rhino with both the
D Professional Hunters Association of South Africa and the Department of Environmental Affairs and

Tourism of the Northern Province. The response from the Chairman of PHASA was most encouraging.
Based on the information regarding the unsuccessful hunting of a number of white rhino, the Association took
the decision at their AGM to recommend that bowhunting of pachyderms cease until further investigations are
carried out.

The Chairman of AROA was subsequentily informed, in private conversation with a member of the
Department of Environmental Affairs, that a moratorium would be placed on the bowhunting of pachyderms.
However, to date, no official response has been received from the Department and a request for further
information has been directed to the appropriate authority.

According to our information, seven rhinos were hunted during the course of 1995 - six unsuccessfully.
One cannot place enough stress on the importance of recognising that this situation can impact negatively on
the current status surrounding the legal trophy hunting of white rhino in South Africa.

At the next CITES conference due in mid 1997, this will be an important issue for rhino owners and we
need to recognise that if bowhunting is to continue and that as a consequence, rhinos are to suffer, the situation
will be totally unacceptable to both the local and international community.

It is hoped that a positive response will be forthcoming shortly.
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that one rhino was being poached every year - according to the remains
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One of the tasks of the Rhino & Elephant Foundation is to recog-
nise the plight of all tive of the world’s rhinos. Through the publication of
the REF newsletter and journal, we hope to inform readsrs of conserva-
tion efforts for these three species.




